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Militant lawmakers decry 
cut in their pork barrel 
By Carlito Pablo 


SIX MILITANT party-list representatives, 
whose voices were the loudest in calling for 
the abolition of the graft-ridden pork barrel, 
are in fact among those scared of losing their 


Horny vit ҮЙ ЕЙ ЕК, 


тонов 


Inquirer mascot Guyito and Cebu Daily 
News’ Silay win for the sister publications the 
liveliest, most colorful and "Star ofthe 

Parade" awards during the celebration of the 
10th Cebu Press Freedom Week in Cebu City. 


Unrest scenario 
over new taxes 
may be alarmist 


By Amando Doronila 


“THE PULSE Asia survey of June 22 to July 3 
shows that 78 percent of Filipinos “disagree 
with the imposition of new or increased taxes 
as a first option and would rather see govem- 
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P38B in back taxes 


Foreign currency loans next focus of tax drive 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


FOREIGN and domestic 
banks owe the cash-strapped 
government a total of P38 
billion in back taxes and 
penalties on their foreign 
currency loans, making them 
the next target of the Arroyo 
campaign 
against tax evaders, accord- 
ing to the chair of the House 
committee on economic af- 


administration's 


fairs. 


Albay Rep. Joey Salceda told 
the Inquirer yesterday that the 
Bureau of Internal Revenue had 
already agreed to extend up to 
‘June this year the payment by do- 
mestic banks and offshore bank- 
ing units (OBUs) of their back 
taxes on their foreign currency 
deposit unit (FCDU) loans re- 


leased from 1998 to 2004. 


Salceda said the BIR expected 
to collect on these taxes unless a 
compromise deal was reached 


“The revenue agency has claimed 
that Philippine banks and branches 
of foreign banks are subject to the 
gross receipts tax (GRT), 

mentary stamp tax (DST) and 
branch profit tax since 1997 when 


docu. 


the Comprehensive Tax Reform 


Package (СТЕР) was approved 

The СТАР revoked the taxex- 
'empt status of FCDU loans. The 
exemption was restored through 
Republic Act No. 9294 on April 


largely patronized by South Korean honeymooners. 


Koreans revive resort laid low by terror 


ADOS Palmas resort diver guides tourists to a coral bed where colorful fish abound near Arreceffi Island in Palawan, which is now 


For the 48-room resort, the attack crip- 


жен ты жин PUERTO PRINCESA CITY—With neat, seized 20 tourists, including three Ameri- 
ч Spending due to Шен. 28,2004 thatched-roof cottages perched on stilts cans, in an attack that stunned the nation pled business and forced Dos Palmas to 
ANALYSIS Duysicomupions , FCDU accounts represent the above crystal-clear water and white and sent the countrys tourism industry close its doors toward the end of 2001 for 


‘About four out of 10 
Filipinos (39 percent) believe, as the first op- 
tion, that the government should improve tax 
collection, instead of imposing news taxes, 
according to the survey. Thirty percent say 
they would not oppose new taxes if this 
would lead to the improvement in the quality 
of government services. 

UNRESTIAS 


foreign currency denominated de 
posits of Filipinos, usually overseas 


‘workers, and foreigners. 


But the Bankers Association of 
the Philippines (BAP) is disputing 
the BIRS computation of the back 


taxes. 


“te would be the court that 


sandy beaches, the Dos Palmas resort on 
the island of Arreceffi is a picture of tran- 
шну. 

Located on this tiny outcrop off the 
‘coast of Palawan island, the resort was 
once the favorite haunt of the local elite. 

But paradise was lost three years ago 
when а group of al-Qaida-linked Abu 


Banksyas , Sayyaf gunmen raided the resort and 
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ment could ea 


PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—The govern- 
ly earn P12 
billion a year if "jueteng" 
were legalized, according to 
Cordillera lawmaker who is 


Lawmaker urges legalized 
jueteng’ to ease fiscal crisis 


also pushing for a synchro- 
nized and computerized 
drawing of winners thrice 


daily. 


Mt. Province Rep. Victor. 
Dominguez said he was not 
afraid of the backlash that met 
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PNP task force targets 
political armies in Abra 


By Artha Kira Paredes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BANGUED, Abra—Philippine National Police 
Director General Edgar Aglipay has ordered а 
new task force to dismantle all partisan or pri- 
Vate armed groups (PAGs) in Abra. 

Reacting to an Inquinen exposé detailing 
how assassination squads had been formed 
in the province, Aglipay ordered Task Force 
‘Abra to monitor the local peace and order 
situation 

He also offered to mediate the feud among 
factions of the Cordillera People's Liberation 
Army (CPLA), after supporters of slain CPLA 
€: 


entes, 


founder Conrado Balweg threatened to break 
а 17-year-old peace agreement with the gov- 
ernment. 

The Regional Peace and Order Council $ 
placed the CPLA on its surveillance list be- 
cause of the upsurge in well-armed political 
groups being hired by Cordillera pol 
cians. 

Miguel Suggüiyao, chief of staff of the 2 
CPLA faction allied with Balweg, said ће gov- 3 
ernments refusal to complete its integration 2 B 
plan for the rebel group had prompted them 2 
to set a Sept. 13 deadline before they broke 
the agreement that was signed by Balweg and 
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into a tailspin. 

А speedboat carried off the terrified 
hostages across the Sulu Sea to Basilan Is- 
land, some 580 km to the southeast, where. 
many of the Filipino hostages were ran- 
somed off after protracted negotiations. 
But two of the Americans died in captivity 
and the third was recovered more than а 
year later in a military operation. 


RELATIVES of victims of martial law, which the late strongman Ferdinand 
Marcos declared 32 years ago, light candles and offer flowers in memory of 
their loved ones before a new monument at the Plaza Libertar 


lollo City. 


чаар 


six months. 
Three years on, the tiny resort has 
sprung back чо life—thanks mainly to 
South Koreans chasing the sun and sand. 
The Dos Palmas management no 
iced that while most foreigners 
shunned the Philippines after the Abu 
Sayyaf raid, the kidnapping did not 
KOREANS/ A22 


Monument 
honors victims 
of martial law 


By Nestor P Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—A tearful Faustina Caro, 
71, slowly made her way to the monu- 
ment and lit two candles, one each for her 
husband Valeriano and son Rolito. 

Valeriano, chair of the farmers group 
Katilingban’ sang Mangunguma sa Isla 
sang Panay (Kamipa) and a prominent 
figure in the anti-Marcos protests, was 60 
when he and Койо, 22, were gunned 
down by a team of soldiers and militia 
‘men on Oct. 3, 1987, in their home in 
Oton town, Iloilo. 

No one has been arrested for the 
killings. 

"1 still dream of justice after all these 
years,” Faustina said in Hiligaynon after 
offering a short prayer. 

She was among 200 former political 
detainees, human rights activists, and 
relatives and friends of martial law vic- 
tims present at yesterday's unveiling 
and blessing of a monument dedicated 
to those who died fighting the dictator- 
ship. 

They lit candles and offered flowers as 
the engraved names of around 360 mar 
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acks P1-P2 cigarette tax hike 


By Carlito Pablo 


price of a cigarette brand, the “With a unit specific increase — "Government will surely col- members of the House ways 
lower is its ta E вк applied т all lect the incremental value of P2 and means committee that the 
THE DEPARTMENT of Fin: fd im the proliferation of tiers, the government will сар. per pack notwithstanding any adoption of a uniform tax oh 
in Congress to increase НА Cheaply "priced cigarette ture all incremental revenues down trading which may рег. all tobacco products was con- 


ваи despi incon. sist" 
per pack in a bid to plug loopholes in revenue collec- lucum Loses аа ола оте 
tions on these so-called “sin products.” Shiftto cheaper brands е low tex tier brands” Automatichikes trol. 
A P2 per pack increase in tax- deliberations on the proposed “1: can be readily seen that Libanan said. Remulla noted that with the 
es on cigarettes is expected to tax amnesty bill. the current system has resulted Вер. Crispin Remulla (NB country’s current consumption Effective deterrent 
raise P9 billion in additional im а shift of consumption to Cavite) has proposed а higher volume of 4.5 billion packs of ТҺеРСТС is an international 


revenues for the cash-strapped 4-tiered system lower priced brands and has taxofP2perpack. cigarettes per year, the P2 tax treaty, to which the Philippines 
government which is teetering Вер. Marcelino Libanan predictably encouraged mam Uniform j ‘would result in additional rev. isa signatory, that was crafted 
‘onthe brink ofa fiscal crisis. (NPC. Eastern Samat) noted facturers to introduce brands Uniform increase enues of P9 billion. by the World Health Organiza- 
"The DOF made the endorse- that the government was losing that would fall underthe lower  TheP2perpacktaxincrease Тһе Libanan and Remulla tion. 

mentin a hearing last week by revenues їп the current tax classification,” Libanan is contained in Remullas bills also provide for automatic The FCTC treaty noted that 
“the House ways and means сот. four-tiered system for tobacco said. House Bill No. 2871 which pro- increases in tax rates every two price and tex measures are an 
tnittee which willaisotackle ad. products in which taxes varied Libananisthe author of House vides that a uniform tax in- years based on inflation-adjust- effective and important means 
justments to the taxes of other per price bracket. Bill No. 2733 which seeks to slap crease would discourage fur- ed average tax rates. of reducing tobacco consump- 
sin products such as tobacco This means that under the а uniform Pl per pack tax on all ther consumption shifts in fa- ОҒ officials led by Finance tion, particularly among young 
and liquor, after wrapping up current system, the lower the cigarete products. — - vor of low tax brands. Undersecretary Grace Tan told persons. 


New GOCC t ks—Mit Graf 
ew execs must waive per ira Graft squealers 
By Carlito Pablo istrative Order No. 103. July 1 had slashed their benefits. ple who religiously paid their con- 7 t bi Js 
“Applicants for board seats in Another congressman also tributions over the years but failed 
NEW APPOINTEES to govern- state firms should sign a vow re- trained hissightsontheGSIS. о get financial relief during these. о get те rewan 
ment-owned and -controlled сог. nouncing more perks during their Вер. Generoso Tulagan (NPC- tying times," Tulagan said. Ж 
Тола апд government an. tenure and o Keepbenefiswith- Kampi, Pangasinan) hes asked Тода fled House Resolution | PY Christine O. Avendaño 
Gal institutions must be required im the limits set by President Ar- Congress to investigate the delay No. 225 which aims to scrutini 
tosign waivers against additional royo,” Mitra said. in the release of GSIS pension the finances ofthe GSIS. a ur ilum 
maana "ie sald this “promissory note checks to thousands of reüred = Pesousudiehadshowntt [| 
man urged yesterday. to save” should be a prerequisite government employees. unless remedial measures were in- | "Semis pil No. 1761 will offer cash rewards that could go ав 
Rep. Abraham Mira (LR forappointment. EY ulagan noted that GSIS exec- sized the GSIS would have no | pict as рур milion, "Graf squealer" as Roxas labeled them, 
Palawan) proposed to Malacañang “There should be a perks holi- utives had been reported to be more funds to meet its obligations | fer ro anyone who uncovers and divulges corrupt practices or 
theadoption ofthe measure torein day" Mira said. "Afterall,theseare among the highest paid GOCC in two to three years, according to | jc of graft in government. 
in the financial excesses of execu- not the Soroses or the Gates of the and GFI officials. the Pangasinan lawmaker. Tia реу ten aute СС 
| dives in GOCCs and ОР. ‘world but mosty people who are  Tulagan also cited complaints "GSIS members have the right | or ramals" ard just as important, "bodily securi 
Stine obs екиде the asking for poscelesion backpay” by employees of the House of to know the actual state of GSIS | ОГ ane, йокы кый ет would motivate 
1 publication in newspapers of the Рог instance, Mitra wondered Representatives who were having finances since their hard-earned | and embolden informers, especially since то аар. 
vow salaries of the socalled "fat if appointees to the Government trouble availing ofloans от фе money in goverment service | Chineryeurrently in place. ^ — 
cats” in compliance with Presi- Service Insurance System whore- GSIS. make up the state pension fund,” Apso 


Б - ‘On the contrary, at least one celebrated case had the whistle 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's Admin- placed Estrada appointees last “These are the very same peo- Tulagan said. ото оаа на 


Ramirez, the Land Bank cashier who exposed а Р203 million tax 
diversion scheme two years ago, was subsequently able to clear 


ке тана 
FE FS | | 21 rame, but опу afer much torment and inconvenience to 


SQUEALona grafter, get а reward. 


ry action 


herself and her family. 
аа 
The Only Notebook you'll ever Need матаас т тренера es Pr 


dent, the highest official inthe land, with proof of corrupt activ 
ties. If the grafter caught is the Vice President, the squealer gets 
P7 million; ЇЗ a member of Congress, P6 million 

Rewards ranging from P100,000 to Р5 million are 
promised those who would tell on other public offi- 
ials— Cabinet secretaries, justices, military and police gen- 
erals and chief executives of government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations—and government employees. 

Та cases of plunder, ill-gotten wealth, bribery and malversa- 
tion, the prize will be computed at 10 percent of the amount re- 
covered in the final court disposition. For the graft cases, inform- 
ers will get a sum directly proportional to the salary grade of the. 
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e aee etl шшш! SC orders Cabinet 
heads to answer 


; BH | senators’ petition 
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- By Philip C. Tubeza Aside from Pimentel, the other 


B petitioners were Senators Edgardo 
Арма and ot Au ovom THE SUPREME Court on Friday Angara, Juan Ponce Enrile, Luisa 
[и n Беа po ordered nine Cabinet members to Ejercio-Estrada, Jinggoy Estrada, 
i explain why they should not be Panfilo Lacson, Alfredo Lim, Jamby 
Я | met connor canes aup acne a абы | . wuer pentuna st iade ыа oon ma | „ш Peers ига оне. жи uB oon мы | removed from their poss after Madrigal and Sergio Osmeña Ш. 
До [обема Oo as боевом e | іма. аа | моет толоо нн КК" , They ail de Conse Me 
EB rn en | „Оа Бла Сото tom tated: AoD. | Pappy (ма Ome Bera ОЮ TN Oe. Re | their appointments as “acting "dear unambiguous and unequivo- 
| | iso t aceon штей Саш s Теге PCan heen баа | Sumo Sant boo Мени е Нео XP tome | secretaries.” cal in й intent" in saying that'ap- 
H jus Eosen изо Du Соттор Case. wens CC. | “Тһе court resolved, without pointments of heads of departments 
И giving due course то the peiion, while Congress was in sesion could 
и ror gener es ere torequire the respondents о соп. be made only after the CAs consent. 
К |мше 2 menihenomwihinldmsfom Ву extending acting appoint. 
t moticehereof"thetribunalsaidin ments to her new Cabinet mem- 
i| |Php 134,000 Php 79,900 Php 99,900 a one-page resolution. bers, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
В "The respondents were Execu- “not only ignored the clear word- 


tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, ing of (the Constitution) but also 


E B Florencio Abad (education), showed an utter lack of respect” 
B гп d ~ Е село шр 
P SAIS Defensor (environment and natu- А nominee needing CA confir- 
E ral resources) Joseph Durano ( mation could not be appointed [n 
D . = tourism), Raul Gonzalez Gusie), an acting capacity merely to fil a 
E козш t pie UMS Pp hine. Alberto Romulo (foreign affairs), vacancy. А vacancy in the office of 
Я а. = Rene Villa (agrarian reform) and а department secretary could be 
m итак оа md e D TE Ver Arthur Yap (agriculture). filled by the designation of an ш 
‘leas pte 0 nous win ыш baby fuper] | 2200 MG omary «OS arc Оче 12 Y TET ‘The SC resolution was dated dersecretary 
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Senate Minority Floor Leader thenation,"the petitioners said. 
Aquilino Pimentel Jc and members Тћеу said that the President, by | 
‘of the Senate minority blocon Sept. issuing the appoinments, wis 
иу рел туш ‘asked the high cour о nullify the “cleverly” uying to evade a constitu- 
respondents’ appointments for al- tional duty that prohibited her from 


ul i ilar or ad interim ap- 

тоне legedly being unconstitutional. extending regular or ad interim ap- 

See ; ap Е ос me it om pers 
ДЕУ ASUS SERVICE CENTERS trad c= | Е retaries took their oaths of office while Congress was in session. 

pagis pes а =| © [Л i утлен. | tough they had nor been com, IF aring appoinment; were 19 

З. БЕ ое e mper e | WHEN | firmed by the Commissionon Ap- be allowed, it would then be poss 

T — pointments (CA). Until thenod of ble for a President to appoint an 

Е COMPLINK (02) 920.9140 to 41 TCA (02) 637.1200 SILICON VALLEY (02) 371.5611 to 19 VILLMAN COMPUTER SYSTEMS, INC. (02) 892.2222 the CA was obtained, the ap- acting secretary for a number of 

‚ Я THINKING TOOLS (032) 254.2227 x-COMP (032) 262.5185 057 WIRED SYSTEMS (032) 255.5282 CONCEPT ILOILO (034) 337.6874 Pointees were merely nominated years, renewing it every year 

ELLA md would not be able to take without ever having to submit the. 

| ete M SIR соот A GRAY + NTa Ma RTT леп Tne Coen та адаа 1 Accam Mio 4269829 1 Comoox 7110288 | their oaths of office, much less acting appointment to the CA for 


VES perform their duties, they said. — confirmation, the petitioners said. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2004 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Officer holding up PNP revamp 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


"THE MASSIVE revamp at the Philip- 
pine National Police may not be com- 
pleted until after one of its more con- 
troversial officers retires on Nov. 30. 

PNP Director General Edgar Aglipay 
ds waiting for Director Eduardo Matil- 
ano to retire in order to accommodate 
Chief Supt. Reynaldo Varilla, who pur- 
portedly single-handedly caused the 
delay in tie revamp, a top PNP official 
told the Ingumen yesterday 

Matillano heads the Department of 
Investigation and Detective Manage- 
ment (DIDM), while Varilla is regional 
police director of Calabarzon (Cavite, 
Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Quezon) 

"Hes (Aglipay) just waiting for 
Matillano," said the official who was 
privy to the deliberations of the PNP 
Senior Officers Placement and Pro- 
motions Board (SOPPB). 

Ав agreed upon by the SOPPB, the 
source said Varilla we 
the DIDM after Mati 


two months, 

But Varilla reportedly did not want 
to leave the much sought-after posi- 
tion of Calabarzon police director and 
be left with no assignment while 
awaiting Matillano's retirement. 

Last Monday, he was supposed to 
turn over the Calabarzon post to Chief 
Supt. Arturo Lomibao, Criminal Inves- 
tigation and Detection Group director. 

But Aglipay, acceding to last- 
minute lobbying by Varilla and some 
purportedly influential backers, post- 
poned the turnover, according to a 
PNP source. 

The INouinen tried but failed to 
reach Varilla on his cellular phone. 

Varilla's supposed move has had a 
domino effect on the top-to-bottom 
revamp Aglipay had envisioned to 
make the 116,000-strong national 
police force more professional and ef- 
ficient. 

Besides keeping Lomibao from th 
juicy Calabarzon post, it has also kept 
Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa in the freezer. 


Verzosa, the former Intelligence 
Group director who was sacked over 
the escape of Indonesian, terrorist 
Fathur Rohman al-Ghozi last year, 
was supposed to replace Lomibao as 
CIDG chief. 

Aglipay, meanwhile, has decided to 
ignore the court petition filed by Ce- 
bu-based lawyers Roque Amante Jr. 
and Nicolas Alvarez questioning his 
six-month term extension. 

“I will not be disturbed by any case 
filed against me," he said. “I will re- 
main focused on serving the public 1 
serve atthe pleasure of the President." 

In a 35-page petition filed with the 
Court of Appeals, Amante and Al- 
warez argued that the term "exten- 
sion" was faulty, explaining that the 

resident could extend the terms of 
the PNP chief and the Armed Forces 
chief of staff only in times of war and 
other emergencies. 

‘At the time Aglipay was granted а 
term extension, neither condition ex- 
isted, they said. 


Payumo welcomes Senate probe of Subic 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority Chair Felicito 
Payumo yesterday said he would wel- 
come any investigation into alleged 
car smuggling in the freeport. 

"Tm for a full-blown inquiry on 
claims that there is smuggling of right- 
hand drive and second-hand vehicles 
here," Payumo told the INQUIRER. 

He was reacting to Sen. Richard Gor- 
doris plan to ask the Senare to investigate 
the SBMA for the alleged car smuggling, 

Payumo said the investigation 
should also include the charges against 
Gordon, a former SBMA chair, citing 
the P854 million in expenses that the 
Commission on Audir had disallowed 
during Gordoris term at the SBMA. 

Payumo urged the senator to те- 
veal his real motive for the investiga- 
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enlargement in men, and menstrual disorder & menopausal syndrome in 


tion. "Is he really after the right-hand 
drive and second-hand vehicles or af- 
terme?" he asked. 

Gordon had questioned Payumos 
salary and other allowances, citing data 
from the COA showing the SBMA chair 
was paid P2.6 million ast year alone. 

Payumo, however, said he only re- 
ceived P51,700 monthly. Of this, 
P33,342 is deposited in a trust fund 
for the scholarship of children and 
cultural minorities of Subic, Bataan 
and Zambales, he said. 

He said part of his salary also goes 
to che payment of various fees, taxes 
and contributions to the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue, the Government S 
vice Insurance System and Phi 
health, among others. 

Payumo said the SBMAS pay rational- 


ization plan showed the annual salaries 
and benefits of all SBMA officiais were 
within the limits of Section 2 of Memo- 
randum Order No. 20 issued on June 
25, 2001. This specifies that the "actual 
рау package” shall not exceed twice the 
standardized rates for comparable na- 
tional government positions. 

“The reduction in my salary and 
other benefits from P2,154,400 to 
1,905,850 per year has been effect- 
ed, bringing down my total salary and 
benefits to twice the salary of a 
partment secretary,” he said. 

“The number of SEMA board meetings 
has been reduced from thrice to twice a 
‘month, he said, adding that the board 
members’ monthly per diem had been 
cut from P60,000 to P20,000. Allan 
 Macatuno, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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Facial Care Centre Introduces 


LightCu re 


Acne Therapy 


Finally, the real solution to your acne problem is here. 
LightCure Acne Therapy is the latest technology for the 
treatment of all types of pimples, It produces results 
up to 3 times faster than any other anti-acne 
treatment -- without the pills, pain or pricking and 
most of all, without any disruption to your lifestyle. 
LightCure emits the exact wavelengths of light at the most 
effective intensity for maximum photo-destruction of acne 
‘bacteria and reduction of skin inflammation. FDA-approved, 
it is scientifically proven effective in targeting the exact 
layers of the sebaceous glands where most acne bacteria 
reside, without harming surrounding tissues. An addition: 
benefit, LightCure can treat pimples on any part of your 
Бобу and has long-lasting preventive effect. 


Зо, if you want rapid visible results with minimum effort, 
‘enroll for LightCure Acne Therapy now. 


LightCure Acne Therapy -- for clearer, pimple-Iree, 
smoother skin that looks youthful and beautiful. Call 
the Facial Care Centre professionals now for your free 
consultation. 


Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
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MCLE SEMINAR FOR LAWYERS 


4* 2004 MCLE Lecture Series - October 2, 9, 16 & 23, 2004 
[Credit units earned may still be credited to the first compliance period] 
ar Matter No. 850 and its implementing rules provide, among others, that failure to comply 
with the Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) 36-unit requirement at the end of 
the compliance period shall be a cause for listing a lawyer as a delinquent member and 
consequently, fie shallnot be permitted to practice law. To afford lawyers the opportunity to | 


fully comply with the MCLE requirement, we are sponsoring the following Lecture Series: 
REGISTRATION FORM 


‘yourchosen | AMPM ‘Subject Clasaifics Time and анин 
С Session | Pate cus Credit Us its (CU) Lora! 
AM ‘oa ‘Oral Advocucy - 8-10 am CU) Justice Magdangal М. De Leon 
seston | Oc | “rata тит EAC | — Atty: Ronaldo P. Ledesma 
тч | шш [нике Diosdado M. Peralta 
‘Session | Sat Justice Regalado Е 
уйн! Renediat Lam - 10 Dean Ed Vincent S Albano 
Oe. етап = TOUS n TE Justice Noel б. Tijam 
SES Tra Tei 13 om СТУ Vice Edilberto С. Sandoval 
зеш» | ‘sn Tairnstionsl Dome arbitration = Sen 
deep ea RES Dean Custodio О. Parlade 
m Aton Law & Agreement Prol. Mario Е Valderrama 
x Oet. CLE Procribd: Rules on Electronic Enden Я 
| See | © ve hare gprs Ачу. Ivan John E Uy 
ты | 2804 [pintes in Legal Юм 1- pm GET Justice Hector ofla 
sesion Tits in Labor Lay иврит OC 
a Taga WA Fam QU) 
sonion | Os MCLE Presb: Lay conis Prof. Harry L. Roque, Jr. 
mu | Ж [Pee rein Lot Е ice Ruben T. Reyes 
Se ‘Questioned Documents & Fingerprinting — Justice Regalado Е. Maambong 
| rtr 


ысы ЕЕЕ ЖЕЕП ЧАЙДЫ 


Е 


Yes, | want to attend the: — entire 36 credit unit session; __ per half day session. 


Name of Participant: Roll No.: 
(Please PRINT) (ТТЛ ‘Ft Nune] гад 

IBP Chapter: 

Tel. 


Signature of Participant Fax f 


TO REGISTER, lax hs. gan form i 634-0736, or REGISTER ON UNE at www. Chanrobleslawnet.com 


Date/Day/Tine: October 2,9, 16 & 23, 2004, Saturdays, rom 8:00 am. to 6:18 pam 
Ballrooms | & И, Valle Verde Country Club (beside PSC Complex [formerly ULTRAJ) 
Capt. Henry Javier Street, Bo. Ugong, Pasig City, Metro Manila 
Inclusions: Meals (morning or afternoon snacks for half day sessions plus lunch for whole day 
sessions), Hand-outs, Certificate of Attendance & Certificate of Appreciation, 
Seminar Bag/Kit, FREE PARKING, Free Notarization of the Attorney's Compliance 
Report and Submission thereof to the MCLE Office. 


ChanRobles LawNet, Inc. (4 supreme Court-tccredinud MCLE Provider) 


Suite 2205-B, 221, Tektite East Tower, Philippine Stock Exchange Centre. 
Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City, Metro Manila, Philippines 


Tel, Nos.: (632) 634-07-41 to 45 Fax No.: (632) 634-07-36 
E-Mail: \msp@chanrobles.com Website: www.chanrobleslawnet.com 
Contact Person: Atty. Lea Marie Sumanga Picar, Executive Director 


Sponsored by: 
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Romulo to assure UN 
of RP support for Iraq 


By T] Burgonio 


THE PHILIPPINES will reiterate its commitment 
to the reconstruction of Iraq, among other things, 
during the upcoming United Nations General As- 
sembly, Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo said, 

Romulo left Manila yesterday morning for 
New York to attend the UN meeting, which is 
also expected to tackle proposals to increase 
the number of permanent and non-perma- 
nent members of the UN Security Council. 

"1 go to New York soon to reiterate our support 
for the United Nations and йз continuing impor- 
tance to the мой and the Philippines” Romulo 
told the Manila Overseas Press Club Friday night. 

‘The Philippines Б а non-permanent member of 
the Security Council. Ambassador Lauro Baja Jr is 
the countrys permanent representative to the UN. 

“In the United Nations, as а non-perma- 
nent member of the Security Council, were. 
helping preserve peace,” Romulo said, 

He said he would meet with UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan and his counterparts from other 
UN member-countries to discuss related concems 
“always with our foreign policy” in mind, which 


Correction 

‘THE HEADLINE of the story about the 
Baguio Country Club and Securities and 
Exchange Commission case that appeared 
оп Page А17 yesterday should have read 
“Appeals court says SEC may not interfere 
im Baguio Country Club elections," not 
“Appeals court says SEC may interfere in 
‘Baguio Country Club elections." 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
tion of acua errors и инд то белу LIne, 
у editor, Philippine "Daily Inquires POI 
Buding; China Roces Avenue corner Masar- 
do Sree, Makati Ciy: fax Nos. 897.4793/94; 
email addresecglino@inquiercom ph and 
ауса туштат. 

Complaints about laek of fares or objec: 
tivity may be ent to Raul Palabrica, readers? 
advocate the same address and fax numbers az 
those of the diy editos айй email ad- 


dressrpalabrica@inguirercom.ph. 


һе said was premised on the national interest. 

"Tn his talk with Annan, he will reiterate 
the country’s commitment to rebuild Iraq, 
among other things," said Gilberto Asuque, 
foreign affairs spokesperson. 

Оп several occasions, the Philippines had 
declared its commitment to help in the recon- 
struction of Iraq under the auspices of the UN. 

‘But Romulo ruled out anew the deployment 
of Filipino troops to the war-torn country. 

“Even in March 2003, we discounted send- 
ing combat troops. We never thought of com- 
bat troops, and when we sent the humanitari- 
ап contingent, that was in accordance with 
UN Security Council Resolution 1546. That 
was the terms of reference," he said. 

The Philippines sent a 96-member humani 
tarian contingent to Iraq last year, but pulled 
outthe remaining 51 men in July to save the life 
ofa Filipino truck driver who was abducted and. 
threatened with beheading by Iraqi militants. 

Proposals to increase the number of perma- 
ment and non-permanent members to the 
council are part of the agenda of the UN meet- 
ing, according to Romulo. 

Romulo also said that he expects to meet 
with US President George W. Bush, who is 
hosting a reception for the delegates on the, 
fringes of the UN affair. 

But he declined to give details about the: 
message he would convey to the US President 
during their meeting. 

Romulo stressed that Manila and Washington 
"could work together" even though the latter 
was "hurt over the withdrawal of peacekeepers 
from аділ July a month ahead of schedule. 

He also said that Washington could not af- 
ford to “bypass” Manila now because the 
three million Filipinos in the US are an 
"emerging political force.” 

“Especially ina close race, you must remem- 
ber that afew thousand votes could have made 
President Nixon win the presidential election 
against John Kennedy... Ina tight election, the 
United States realizes this,” he sad. 

Bush is seeking reelection in November 


against Democrat challenger Sen. John Kerry. 


ANOPEN LETTER 
TO: PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, EDUCATION SECRETARY 
FLORENCIO ABAD, THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE OF THE 
PHILIPPINES, THE WORLD BANK, THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK, REP. 
ROLANDO ANDAYA JR. AND THE FILIPINO PEOPLE. 


ANINVISIBLE CRIME 


The Department of Education recently started delivering 14 million textbooks to 
42,000 public schools nationwide under the National Textbook Delivery Program. To ensure 
that deliveries are of the right quantity and physical quality, it enlisted the help of civil socicty 
‘organizations to inspeet books upon delivery. But has anyone bothered to check what's 
actually written in between the covers of these books? Has anybody seen the incredible 
inanities and unbelievable idiocies which these books pass fas "lessons" and "instructions"? 
ASYA: NOON, NGAYON AT SA HINAHARAP, written by Teofista Vivar, 
Evelina Viloria, Remedios Quiray and Ruth Fuentes, published by SD PUBLICATIONS and 
printed in Thailand, is the only second year high school textbook for Social Studies approved 
by the DepEd for use in all public secondary schools. ( A "commercial" edition, ASYA: 
HEOGRAPIYA, KASAYSAYAN AT KULTURA, published and printed in the Philippines 
by VIBAL PUBLISHING, caters to the private schools.) After a thorough examination of this 
book, 1 discovered that it contains four hundred thirty-one (431) errors, and this despite the. 
fact that it passed the evaluation and quality production standards of the DepEd not once but 
twice ( 2000 and 2004) 
© DAFFY-NITIONS : India’s Untouchables (hindi magalaw). Umbrella organization 
(napapayungang samahan). Whaling (pangingisda ng balyena). Warlord (may lupa). Rice 
ball (bigas na hugis bola). Basket-weaving (naghahabi ng basket). Ziggurat (юге ng 
Sumeria na tulad ng skyscraper ay binubuo ng ilang palapag). Sitar (may kwerdas na gawa 
за teakwood). Gobi Desert (mabuhanging disyerto). Sumerians (nagsusunggaban tulad ng 
mga toro). Ramadan (tinanggap ni Muhammad ang pahayag na Arabo). 
About ISLAM : Nagsimula ang Islam nang si Muhammad ay nagkaroon ng 
Pagkakataong magnilay dahil sa pagkakaroon ng asawang mayaman bagaman may edad 
sa kanya ng 15 taon. Maraming kaisipang Islam ang mula sa Judaismo at Kristyanismo, sa 
Matandang Tipan, sa Birhen at kay San Miguel. Pinutol ni Muhammad ang ugnayan sa 
Hinduismo at Kristyanismo, ginawang direksyon ng pagdarasal sa Mecca sa halip na 
Herusalem at pinahintulutan ang paglalakbay sa Kaaba na hugis kubo at sa loob ay 
nakatayo ang batong itim na galing kay Muhammad. Ang mosque ng mga Muslim ay 
lubhang maraming dekorasyon at marami sa mga ito ang dinisenyo ng mga arkitektong 
Kristyano, 
JEWS : Ang mga Hudyo ay palaging ihinihivalay dahil sa kanilgng tradisyon tulad ng 
pagpatay ng mga Aleman. Ang Torah na binubuo ng unang 5 aklat ng Lumang Tipan ay 
maglalaman ng mga kaisipan tungko! sa pag-ibig at paggalang sa kababaihan. 
CHINA : I tinatag ni Sun Yat-sen ang Partido Komunista ng Tsina, Mahilig ang mga 
Tsino sa opyo. Ang mga babaing Tsino ay pinagsusuot ng sapatos па bakal, mga pangahas 
at karaniwang matatagpuan sa mga mumurahing apartments, May pinakamalaking 
deposito ng loess ang Tsina. Tanging ang timog na bahagi lamang ng Tsina ang maraming 
tao. Ang Gintong Aral ni Confucius ay nakasaad sa negatibong pangungusap. Maraming 
makikitang pagoda sa Luneta. Nasakop ni Mao Tse-tung ang Tsina at ginawa itong may 
pinakamaraming tao sa lahat ng komunistang bansa. Ang Great Wall of China ay 170 
milya ang haba. 


The Government Procurement Reform Law (RA 9184) features an anti-lemon 
provision which requires "the repair or retum of substandard or defective goods bought by the 
government.” How can the presence of 431 errors in а single textbook be legally and morally 
right? The ant-lemon provision should be applied to textbooks that ore substandard or 
defective, For possessing errors very much in excess of what is tolerable, SD Publications 
ASYA, procured and delivered by the government using loans from the World Bank and the 
Asian Development Bank yet (like so many other public school textbooks) printed abroad, s a 
lemon whose corrosive acid eats into the heart, mind and soul of its user. Miseducation 
resulting from years of using error-riddled textbooks compromises the student's chance of a 
‘good Ме in the future by ruining his potential for growth and development, The making of 
defective textbooks is an invisible crime which must be exposed and then stopped. This paid 
advertisement is my contribution to the ongoing effort by all the good citizens of this country 
1o help avent the storm of economic collapse which is nearly upon us. 1 will also donate tothe 
DeplEd the 82-page List of Errors ( of SD Publications’ ASYA ) that is the basis of my 
evaluation and this ай. 


ANTONIO CALIPJO GO 
Citizen. 
197 Sauyo Road, Novaliches, QC 
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NLEX may raise toll fees 
sans hearing, says solon 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—the Manila North 
‘Tollways Corp, which rehabilitated the more 
than 80-km North Luzon Expressway, can arbi- 
ary" increase tol fees because its agreement 
with the goverment does not require public 
hearings, Pampanga Rep. Anna York Bondoc said. 

“With the STOA (Supplemental Toll Opera- 
tions Agreement), the MNTC can raise toll fees 
without congressional approval, without Toll 
Regulatory Board approval or any public hear- 
ing whatsoever,” Bondoc told the Inoue. 

‘She has filed Resolution 146, which is now in 
the House committee on rules, seeking to re- 
move this provision in the STOA and to stop the 
first set of rate adjustments scheduled in De- 
cember. The MNTC would be charging P2.49 
per km for cars, P623 per km for buses and 
light trucks, and P7 47 per km for cargo trucks. 

‘AtP2.49 per km, a car owner would have to 
pay a toll fee of at least P199 to travel from 
Balintawak in Quezon City to Sta. Ines in Ma- 
balacat, Pampanga. 

lawyer Romulo Quimbo Jt, chief of the 
MNTC legal department, disputed Bondoc's 
iim by citing Presidential Decrees 1113 and 
1894 under which the MNTC obtained its origi- 
nal and amended franchise to operate the NLEX. 

‘While the franchise allows automatic ad- 
justments, it requires the MNTC to notify the. 
government of new rates and to have them re- 
viewed, Quimbo said. The approved rates are 
then published, road users can file petitions 
for rate reductions before the TRB and public 
hearings are held. 

Documents earlier furnished by the MNTC 
showed that the STOA went through 38 drafts 
between June 1996 and August 1997. The toll 
rates were stipulated in Clause 11 of the 
STOA agreed upon between the MNTC and 
the government in June 1998. 


Bemedalled Scout 
Ranger dies in Aruba 


FORMER Scout Ranger Meynardo Antonio 
Lincallo Mangcucang Jr. died on Sept. 8 after 
suffering cardiac arrest in Aruba, in the Car- 
ribean. He was 56. 

A scout ranger in the Armed Forces of the. 
Philippines in the 1960s and 70s, Mangcu- 
cang earned the Presidential Gold Cross 
Award for bravery, for playing a pivotal role in 


the capture of one of the top leaders of the 


communist insurgency, 

Не is survived by his wife Cerelina Paloma; 
children Michelle, Rhea, Mae, Rona and Re: 
mus; grandchildren Cal, Bast, Chesca, Miguel 
and Маготе: parents Antonio St and Florefida, 


and siblings Myrna Factora, Edgardo, Marivic 


де Ausen, Jocelyn Garcia, Florian Villasenor, 
Maritoni Eugenio and Ma. Bettina Femandez. 

‘His body les atthe Don Bosco Chapel in Makati 
Gi Interment willbe on Sep 22 at 92.n. 


SUPREME COURT A 
DOCTRINES Em 


REMEDIAL LAW (CRIMINAL PROCE- 
DURE/EVIDENCE)—Burden of proof of 
the prosecution—The prosecution is bur- 
dened to prove beyond reasonable doubt 
that (a) the crime charged was committed, 
and (b) the identity of the perpetrators of 
the said crime. In People vs Esmale (243 
SCRA 578 (1995), the Supreme Court held 
that the fist duty ofthe prosecution isnot to 
present the crinie but to prove the identity 
of the criminal. To warrant the conviction of 
the accused, the identification of the ас 
cused as one of the assailants must be posi- 
tive, citegorical and consistent, made by a 
credible witness or witnesses. The identifi- 
cation of the accused as the perpetrator or 
one of the perpetrators of the crime charged 
is concededly not an easy task. [Citations 
omited.] [Justice Callejo, Sr, Second Divi- 
sion, People vs Сайса, G. R. Мо. 139178] 
BYR. B. Vena 


THe Daily 
GOSPEL 


Monday, September 20, 2004 
25th Week in Ordinary Time 

1st Reading: Pro 3:27-34 

Gospel: 1х8:16-18 

Jesus said to his disciples "No one, afier light- 
inga lamp covers it with a bowl or рих it under 
the bed; rather he puts оп a lampstand so that 
people coming in may see the light. In the sume. 
Way, there is nothing hidden that shall not be un- 
covered; nothing Kept secret that shall nox be. 
known clearly Now, take care how well you lis- 
ten, for whoever produces will be given more, but 
from those who do not produce, even what they 
seem to have wil betaken away from them" 
Commentary 

Matthews gospel too has this image of a 
light on a lamp stand; but there's a subtle dif- 
ference, “It gives light to all who are in the 
house” (Mt 5:15); while here in Luke's gospel, 
it gives light to those who enter the house. 
Matthew was Jewish and writing for Christians 
of Jewish origin, but Luke was a Gentile writing 
for Gentile Christians. Gentiles are coming to 
the house of faith from the outside. 

Read in connection with this, Ephesians 5:89. 
"Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you 
relight Liveas children of ight—for the frio ihe 
light found in ll that is good and right and rue." 


Clarerian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Vi- 
ge, Diman, Quezon Сау; UP PO. Bax 4, Dilman, 
1101 Quezon Ciy; Te: 921-3984; Fox 21-742 
Email: сабат ате Websites: hap bie 
jaret org (Степан Publications re) & ирта. 
Slonaviesclaretorg (Clarenans in the Philippines) 


Under the STOA, toll rates are determined 
through the base toll rates and adjustment 
factors. 
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peso-dollar exchange rate—were deemed to be 
the strong driver in determining the toll ее. 

"Under the STOA, the rate adjustments in 
the first 10 years аге: 500-600 percent in- 
crease during the first two years; 4 percent 
decrease after two years; 15 percent increase 
in the third up to the fifth rounds of increases, 
and 6 percent on the sixth increase. 

Bondoc said her office was leading multi- 
sectoral efforts to bring down the initial in- 
crease toa "reasonable level.” Tonette Orejas, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 
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From P725.00 nee Two snacks and set lunch for 
per person minimum of 20 persons 


Banquet Sales: 689-8415/689-0430 (ах) 
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4. Application 
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з, Advertising and Sales. 


4, Travel Validity 


42 Travel must be completed 
5,  RelssuancerRefunds. 


of Php200. 


Hurry! Limited seats only! 


Visit 


Valid for one-way or round-trip travel on economy class. 
2. Reservations, Payment and Ticketing 
2.1. Closed booking Is required, go-show not allowed. 


3.1 Restricted to the Philippines. 
32 Seling period : September 17 to October 15, 2004. 
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6. Rebocking/Rerouting 
8:1. Rebooking penalty of Php200 per transaction plus no-show 
penalty if applicable. 
6.2. Rerouting is not allowed. 


Note: Fares are exclusive of Insurance surcharge, АМайоп Securty Foo and 
‘ther feet. Faros ara subject to change without prior notice. 


аЛ Travel may start September 20, 2004. 


by October 22, 2004, 


uunc" | Philippine Airlines 
Des about experience 


www philippineairlines.com 


For bookings and inquiries, please сай PAL reservations Manila (02) 855-8888 : Cebu (032) 340-0191  Davao (082) 222-0366, 


the nearest PAL Ticket Office, travel agent or wwe.philippineairines.com, 
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Korea looking to invest in energy 


SOUTH Korea has expressed interest in investing in the county’ energy sector by setting up a 


$250-million hydroelectric plant in Naga, Cebu, 
С OPIERS ==. 


foreign affairs officials said yesterday. 
Cebu, home to the second-largest number 
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of Korean expatriates after Manila, is becom- 
ing a favorite destination of Koreans. 

South Korean Ambassador to Manila Yu Myung- 
Hwan relayed his country’ interest during a call on 
Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo recent 

“This is indicative of [ош] strong confi- 
dence in the Philippine economy,” officials 
quoted Yu as telling Romulo, 

Romulo told Yu he wantedto firm up the invest- 
ment with his South Korean counterpart at the UN 
General Assembly thismonth. TJ Burgonio 
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illegal 
drugs 
spread 


SENIOR officials on 
drug matters of Asso- 
ciation of Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean) 
memberscountries are 
meeting in the Manila 
beginning today to 
discuss region-wide 
strategies against the 
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secretary and Execu- 
tive Director Jose Ca- 
lida said anti-drugs 
officials from Brunei 
Cambodia, _ Laos, 
Malaysia, Вита 
(Myanmar, Singa- 
pore, Thailand and 
Vietnam would be 
taking рап їп the 
four-day 25th Asean 
Senior Officials on 
Drug Matters (ASOD) 
conference as well as 
the Asean and China 
Cooperative Opera- 
tions in Response to 
Dangerous — Drugs 
(Accord) meeting. 

He said the DDB is 
hosting the affair at 
the Shangri-La Hotel 
in Makati City. eem 
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following President 
failure to appoint 
someone to the post. 

6, House oversight 
committee on danger- 
ous drugs chair Rep. 
Sinn a Asian Hospita 


resigned from the post 
eariy this year, 

Some DDB mem- 
bers, who asked not 
to be named, said the 


failure of the Presi- 
dent to appoint a 


new chair could sub- 

ject the board to legal 

Challenges, thereby - 

jeopardizing the gov- e 


emment’s Пг 
against illegal drugs. 


 , as HINDI PA MAHAL. 


situation. She (the 
President) must mot 
dilly-dally on this one," 
a DDB member said 
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ment and legislation, 
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poured friends -- with 5 star hotel-like facilities, stylish, well-appointed rooms, and excellent food. 
Mrs yen All these are top-of-the-line accomodations you cannot find In any other hospital 
opment, 16 congress- in the Philippines. Celebrate the birth of a truly world-class hospital with local rates 


men from the Visayas 
and Central Luzon 
wrote President Ar- 
royo endorsing Calida Maternity Charges as low as P20,000* 
а м Rates start at P600/day 

letter dated Sept. 16, Most Diagnostic and Lab Fees 
said Сайда programs 

and policies at the 
DDB had heightened “est hive of Prvfessional Fees 
public awareness of 

the governments anti- 
drug polices. 
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"ABIVA Publishing House, Ine. appeals to the copyright ownersholdere 
ofthe following artworks, which are to be included in a series of Music, 
Ап and Physical Education textbooks entitled Sing Sketch, Stretch 


Alcala, Larry — Мауйше in Antipolo Bom “Slice of Life’; Amorsolo, 
Fernapdo = Antipolo, Planing Rie, Resting inthe Shade, Woman with Gold 
‘Pendant, Women Wishing Clothes, Tinikling: Self Port; Ang Kinkok — 
Mason Fire; Guenleo - Bahay-baro; Franciaco, Carls "Вор" - Bonifacio 
Muni Joya Jose - Old Woman, Ceramic Fah; Legaspi, Cesar — Family, 
— Magna за Bang Lopez, CV — 

ils, Vicente — Give Us 


Миз. 
“Malang” — Landscape; Serna — Paguianims Velasquez, Antonto — Kenkoy 
sy 11,1958) 
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Machine-readable passports 


to ease Pinoy travelers’ woes 


By T] Burgonio 
EVER wonder why your Philippine passport 
gets more than the usual scrutiny from immi- 
gration officers at airports abroad? 

That’s because passports issued in Manila 
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In celebration of the Decade of the International Year of the Family 


Learn the basics of Genealogy and start your 
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are not machine-readable, hence, they are 
more suspect to having been tampered. 

But don't lose hope. The Department of For 
eign Affairs is rushing the implementation ofits 
PLO1S.billion machine-readable passport and 
visa (MRPV) project to meet йв initial target of 
issuance in the fist quarter of 2005. 

“Icwon'tbe long before we join the ranks of 
machine-readable passport holders,” Foreign 
‘Undersecretary Franklin Ebdalin said. 

‘The machine-readable passports will incorpo- 
rate biometrics and additional security features 
such as palm print, a 2-D bar code and digital 
photos, among other things, officials sai. 

Biometrics, which entails the electronic 
scanning of one's fingers (in addition to the 
passport holders photo), is currently being 
Used by most countries. The US Embassy in 
Manila started issuing visas this month em- 
ploying this latest technology. 

“Whatever the technology the department 
decides to adopt, the machine-readable pass- 
port and visa will definitely comply with in- 
ternational civil aviation organization (ICAO) 
standards,” Ebdalin said. 

The curent "ma- 
dineready readable 
passport includes se- 
curity features ike a la- 
serperforated serial 
number, bar code and 
heatseaed laminate, 
but this has not stopped 
immigration officers at 
modem aipons a- 
brad fom бошу 
scrutinizing them. 

И everything goes 
as scheduled, the те. 
gional consular office 
at Clark, the former US 
air base in Angeles, 
Pampanga, will start 
issuing machine read- 
able passport to appli- 
cants from central and 
morhem Luzon in 
March next year. 

In July 2005, all 
regional consular 
fices im the country 
are expecied to be 
fully equipped to of- 
ferthe same service. 
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WAJ REALTY DEVELOPMENT, 
2011 Leon Guinto St., Malate, Manil 
Tol. No. 522-0278/400-8407 


THE ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA 
398 Senator Gil Puyat Avenue Extension, Makati City 
telephone number 890-97-35 


INVITATION TO BID 


Invitation is given to all specialized and accredited bidders 
to participate in the tender for the supply, delivery and 
installation of furniture requirements of the Embassy's new 
Chancery located at 128 H.V. Dela Costa corner Sanchez & 
Bautista Streets, Salcedo Village, Makati City. 


Bid documents may be procured from the Embassy 
through a non-refundable payment of US DOLLARS FOUR 
HUNDRED - (US$400.00). Look for Mr. Al Ayafi. 


Sealed Bids shall be submitted to the Embassy together 
with a bank guarantee equivalent to one percent (1%) of the 
bid amount on or before October 09, 2004. 


But it won't be until 
January 2006 that the 
central facility, which 
will be constructed ол 
a sprawling property 
along Roxas Boulevard 
in Pasay City (across 
from the DFA ofice), 
wilibecome fully oper- 
ational to issue the 
passports en masse. 

The hubs database 
will be linked to those 
of the National Statis- 
tics Office, the Nation- 
al Bureau ofInvestiga- 
tion and other law en- 
forcement agencies to 
ensure faster verifica- 
tion of the identities 
and records of the ap- 
plicants, according to 
Emelinda Lee-Pineda, 
МЕРУ program man- 
ager. 

‘Once the project 
gets underway, ma- 
chine-readable pass- 
ports willbe issued 24 
hours абет the sub- 
mission of an applica- 
tion, a farcry fromthe 
regular здау pro- 
cessing at present, 

Filipinos working 
and residing abroad 
can ап securing such 
passpons fom the 
nearest Philippine con- 
sulatein March 2006. 
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Banks owe gov't P38B in back taxes 


Frompage Al 


would decide if the banks were liable," 
BAP executive director Leonito Coronel 
said ina text message tothe Ingumen. 

Based on the BIR's assessment, Salce- 
da said that from 1998 to 2004, the 
banks should have paid the government 
P21 billion in taxes (evenly split among 
domestic and foreign banks). 

‘The 45 domestic banks owe part of the 
P10.5 billion їп back taxes, according to 
the lawmaker. Plus penalties of P17 bil- 
lion, the banks owe the government to- 
tal oFP38 billion. 

Salceda has proposed that the BIR col- 
lect on the full P21 billion, waive the 
penalties, and allow the banks to pay 
their dues in staggered payments over 
two years, 

He said a compromise deal should 
minimize the systemic risk to the bank- 
ing system and avoid protracted litiga- 
tion that could deprive the government 
of badly needed cash for its operations. 

"The BIR has set Dec. 15 as the dead- 
line for its abatement program, which 
‘will waive the penalties 

Salceda said the collection of back taxes 


Unrest scenario over new taxes may be alarmist PNP task force targets * 
political armies in Abra; 


From page Al 


‘The survey was conducted a month before 
11 economists at the University of the Philip- 
pines School of Economics published a paper 
warning that the country fiscal crisis could 
Jead to economic collapse in two years unless 
the widening fiscal deficit and ballooning 
publie debt were immediately checked by rev- 
enue and cost-cutting measures. 

‘The survey reflected the public mood of re- 
sistance to new and increased taxes before 
the UP paper was published. The paper accu- 
rately read the general mood when it said that 
the public and the political elite did not seem 
to be aware that “our most urgent prob- 
Jem’—as emphasized by President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo in her State of the Nation Address 
їп July—was the "worsening" budget deficit 
and debt problem. 

"The purpose of the paper was to shock the 
nation into realizing that the “looming public 
threat represented by an uncontrolled public 
debtis indeed the biggest economie challenge 
the country will have o confront immediately 
and for the remainder ofthis decade.” 

How the political class has addressed the 
problem does not indicate that the paper has 
achieved its intended shock effect. What has 
happened is that both the Arroyo administra- 
tion and Congress—the institution in which re- 
sistance to new and increased taxes is historical 
ly deep-seated, have not only skirted the issue. 

Worse, the administration and Congress 
have become so complacent and cocky that 
they think they can just banish the issue away 
by dancing around it and "fiddling while 
Romeis aflame.” 


Opposition to tax 

"The Pulse Asia survey can be used by the 
popular representatives of the people lodged 
in Congress to reinforce their opposition to 
the tax measures on the ground that these re- 
forms are unacceptable to the people 

The deficit and debt issue has been divert- 
ed to sub-issues over which the agenda of 
public debate has been rechanneled by both 
the administration and Congress. The issues. 
are the (1) pork barrel, (2) retrenchment and 
“austerity” in the executive department, and 
(8) going back to the line item method of bud- 
geting from the current lump-sum appropria- 
tion. 

‘These questions basically boil down to first, 
who sheds fat most, and second, a tradeoff 
between keeping the pork barrel and passing 
new and higher taxes. 

‘The refocus of priority to these side issues 
is precisely what the UP paper had warned 
against. The paper anticipated the deflection 
of the problem to subsidiary issues. It warned: 
"The problem of the ballooning government 
debt, therefore, cannot then be attributed 
solely to the ‘extravagance’ of government 
budgets, or the inadequacy of its tax rev- 
enues.” 

"The paper adds that "an equally important 
part of the story has been the dismal perfor- 
mance of government-run corporations and 
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would have a marginal impact on FCDU 
loans, primarily borrowings of exporters, 
because they were already exempt from 
taxes as of last year 

He said the collection ofthe back taxes 
would highlight the BIR's improving col- 
lection efficiency, show proof of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's call to share 
the burden in raising revenues, and im- 
plement the letter of the law. 

“Моге importantly, the government 
needs the money,” he said 

Salceda said the back taxes were а 
one-time gain and the government would 
still need to pass new tax measures to en- 
sure recurring revenue collections. 

Ms Arroyo is asking Congress to pass 
eight revenue measures thatseek toraise 
P80 billion a year. 

‘The revenue measures are aimed at 
reducing the national government's bud- 
get deficit, which this year is expected to 
reach about P200 billion. 


Clerical error 

‘The President, who acknowledged 
last month that the country was in the 
middle of a fiscal crisis, said Thursday 
that the economy would be in “death 


throes" in two years unless new taxes 
were collected. 

‘The BAP has questioned the basis for 
the BIR's tax assessment, claiming that it 
was a mere clerical error in the СТАР and 
that legislators had no intention of re- 
moving this tax exemption. 

But in а letter to Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas Govemor Rafael Buenaventura 
оп June 17, BIR Commissioner Guillermo 
Parayno said "the deletion of certain words 
Cexempt from all taxes’ in a statute indi- 
cates that the legislature intended to 
change the meaning ofthe statute." 

“Thus, the payment by FCDUs and 
OBUs of the 10 percent final income tax 
does not exempt them from the payment 
of the СЕТ, DST and other taxes,” 
Parayno said. 


GMA appeal 

Salceda said that while the BAP had 
argued that Congress “inadvertently 
omitted or overlooked the tax exemp- 
tion” of the FCDU loans in crafting the 
СТАВ "the law is very clear and congres- 
sional records (showed) that it was the 
intent of Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile (then 
Senate ways and means committee 


chair) to withdraw the exemption.” 

Ms Arroyo said businessmen should 
help drive up the peso's value to 50 to the 
dollar by investing less abroad and ex- 
panding their businesses in the country 

Tn a speech before members of the Fed- 
eration of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry Inc. on Friday 
night, she said: “Invest in the Philippines 
rather than abroad to bring the peso-dollar 
valueto50.” 

"The peso has continued to fall since it 
improved slightly after the May elections 
when Ms Arroyo defeated her top rival, 
movie actor Fernando Poe Jr., who rated 
very low among businessmen in 
pre-election surveys. 

‘The President’ statement has brought. 
to fore the significant outflow of invest- 
ments from the Philippines to other 
countries, notably China, over the last 
few years. The outflows have contribut- 
ed to the steady depreciation of the peso 
to above the 56-to-the-dollar mark. 

Ms Arroyo is banking on private i 
vestors to take up the slack in investment. 
spending up to next year because debt. 
payments and salaries have reduced gov- 
ernment capital outlays to a minimum. 


SALCEDA 


the equally disastrous policies of previous ad- 
ministrations that have affected them. Both 
have played a major role in determining the. 
size of the debt and the burden that taxpayers 
must bear to service it.” 

“The question of he salaries of the so-called 
fat cat executives of goveriment corporations 
has come up recently. In this area, the admin- 
istration has not shown a tough will to cut 
down the executives’ salaries to size. 


Tokenism 

"The administration's exhortations of “aus- 
terity” and "simple living" are nothing but to- 
kenism to show the public it is cutting costs 
and to undereut criticism in Congress that the. 
President is unwilling to share the pain of sac- 
rifice while she calls upon members of 
Congress to reduce, let lone give up, their 
pork barrel, 

‘The UP paper anticipated the fallacious ar- 
guments that have been raised to address the 
deficit. Itsaid: 

"Let there be no mistake: there is every rea- 
son to look closely into the efficiency of public 
spending in order to eliminate waste and cor 
ruption. Raising the efficiency of government 
expenditure and investment implies that 
more results are achieved for the same of ex- 
penditure. But when the bulk of national gov- 
ernment spending is already preempted by 
debt service, the internal revenue allotment 
to local governments, salaries of teachers, po- 
licemen and soldiers, not to mention mainte- 
nance and operations, it is difficult to find 
ways of reducing the allotments that are suffi- 
cient to meet the demands of sustainable debt 
without provoking large dislocations and 
inviting social unrest.” 

What the paper is saying is that cost-cutting 
to the bone has its social costs, in terms of 
public unrest. Thus, it must be made in tan- 
dem with other measures. 

Confronting the "no to new taxes" argu- 
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ment, the paper said: "An attractive proposal 
is the often-repeated line that in fact no new 
taxes are needed; all that is required is sound 
enforcement and tax administration; get rid 
of corruption, and you get rid of the deficit 
problem." 


Deception 

“It is no surprise that this fallacy has spread 
and taken hold: It was the common theme 
propagated by both administration and oppo- 


From page Al 


then President Corazon Aquino 
оп Sept. 16, 1987 on Mt. Data in 
Mt. Province. 

But he said Balweg's old militia 
was not about to declare war 
against the government. А 


sition in the past electoral campaign, and September letter to Malacañang 


both must now assume full responsibility for. 
the deception they have foisted on the pub- 
lic,” the paper continued. 
"ehe grain of ruth in this suggestion is that 
the efficiency of tax collection has indeed 
fallen off dramatically and is a major cause of 
the current budget deficits, It is 


iso true that James 


urged President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo to widen the integration 
process to allow members of their 
faction to join the military. 
Malacañang integrated mem- 
bers of CPLA factions led by 
Sawatang and Mayor 


if the revenue effort were restored to 17-18 Mailed Molina of Bucloc, Abra. 


percent from the current 12 percent (of GDP), 
the current trajectory of moderate growth, in- 
flation and depreciation might stand a chance 
of being sustained. 

"The crucial consideration, however, is 
first, whether the time exists for such re- 
forms in administration to play out before 


Assassins 

Chief Supt. Rowland Albano, 
Cordillera. police director, con- 
demned the private armies two 
weeks after the INQumem ran a 
special report exposing the assas- 


the time bomb explodes. It has taken all of sins of Abra. 


five to six years for the revenue effort to 
reach its present dire levels. Can it possi- 
bly recover in a shorter time? Most likely 
not.” 

The Pulse Asia survey presents to the Ar- 
royo administration and Congress the chal 


Albano confirmed the exis- 
tence of PAGs but said the police 
needed to evaluate the groups! 
origins. “I hope that this Task 
Force Abra) will not be given any 
political color and that there will 


lenge that they have to impress upon their be coordinated efforts from all 
sectors," he said 
Records of the Commission оп 
Elections showed Abra had the 
highest incidence of political vio- 
Jence in the Cordillera. 
"We mean business and we are 


constituencies: that new taxes are absolute- 
ly critical to raise revenue to narrow the 
deficit and avert the slide to economic col- 
lapse. 

‘Some senators have warned of public un- 
rest if new taxes are imposed. TI 
apocalypse is alarmist. It is nothing frighten- 
ing compared to the “howling mobs" roaming 
the streets in the event of economic collapse. 
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determined to restore peace tin 
order in Abra," Albano said, 
hope to bring back the people's 
faith in the police" В 

Tn a statement, Albano said'thé 
police had arrested 17 PAG mem: 
bers since January. Among those 
arrested were six CPLA members, 
five security guards, three police 
and jail officers, and three baran- 
gay officials. Н 


"Pakda 

Albano said the anti-PAG drive, 
known as "Pakda-ar" was offer- 
ing rewards for any information 
leading to the identification of 
hired goons and the confiscation 
of their weapons. a 

He also said the campaign had 
so far netted 13 PAG members 
controlled by Abra politicians. 

The police collected 150 loose 
firearms which had been either 
confiscated, recovered or surten- 
dered. 

But sources in the National Po- 
lice Commission said the govern. 
ment had also placed top 
Cordillera police officials under 
surveillance. 

One of the officials was associ- 
ated with an Abra warlord and 
was often seen at the politicians 
house, the sources said. With re- 
ports from Frank Cimatu and 
Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 
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4 Some portions of Mandaluyong, San Juan and Pasig will experience a temporary drop in water pressure and possibly 
| no water because our crew will be conducting needed adjustments in the network to further improve water distribution in 
these areas. We regret the momentary disruption of water service. The interruption will begin 10:00 pm, Tuesday, September 
X21, 2004, up to 10:00 am, Wednesday, September 22. 
Hs. ' Affected areas will be the following: 
2 Mandaluyong City: Tibagan, Maytunas, Wack-Wack, Hagdang Bato itaas, Hagdang Bato Libis, Pleasant Hills, Addition 
Hills, San Antonio, Mauway, Highway Hills, Malamig, Barangka ауа, Plainview, Barangka Drive and Buwayang Bato. 
Pasig City: Oranbo and Kapitolyo. 
San Juan: Greenhills, Bay. Onse and Little Baguio. 
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Briton Kenneth Bigley since the 
three construction contractors 
were kidnapped from their Bagh- 
dad home two days earlier. 

All three sat on the floor, blind- 
folded, slightly bowed but appar- 
ently unharmed. 

“My job consists of installing 
and furnishing camps at Taji 
base,” each man said in turn after 
identifying himself. At one point, 
a militants rifle pointed down at 
the head of the man who identi- 
fied himself as Hensley. 

‘The Tawhid and Jihad group, 
led by Jordanian militant Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi, claimed re- 
sponsibility for the abduction and 
demanded the release of Iraqi 
women detained in two Ameri- 
can prisons here. 

"The videotape was broadcast 
by Al-Jazeera shortly before it re- 
vealed a fresh kidnapping claim. 
Another group said it had seized 
10 workers for an American-Turk- 
ish company and threatened to 
kil them in three days if their 
firm didn't leave Iraq. 

Kidnappings and spectacular 
bombings have become the signa- 
ture weapons of insurgents wag- 
ing 17-month campaign against 
US and Iraqi forces, a campaign 
that has persisted since the inter- 
im government of Prime Minister 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Car bombings raise Iraq 
death toll to 300 in week 


Nevertheless, Allawi insisted US 
and Iraqi forces were winning the 
fight and said progress would be 
made to calm the violence before 
crucial elections set for January. 

‘The insurgency is “not getting 
stronger; its getting more des- 
perate, We are squeezing out the 
insurgency” Allawi said in an in- 
terview to be aired Sunday on 
ABC's "This Week.” 

“We are winning. We will con- 
tinue to win, And we are going to 
prevail" he said. 

Guerrillas have struck with in- 
creasing sophistication in Bagh- 
dad, the center of Allawi's author- 
ity, and have dealt punishing 
blows against Iraq's security 
forces—the lynchpin of the US 
strategy for restoring security, 

Inthe northern city of Kirkuk, a 
car sped ata crowd of would-be re- 
enit lined up at the offices of the 
Iraqi National Guard on Saturday. 
Guardsmen opened fire on the ve- 
hicle and it exploded, leaving the 
street strewn with bloodied bodies, 
twisted metal and shards of glass. 

At least 19 people were killed 
and 67 wounded, the Health Min- 
istry said. 

It was the third bombing this 
week targeting the beleaguered 
security forces, seen as collabora- 
tors with the United States and its 
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Investors hit 
by insecurity 
count losses 


DUBAI—Rampant violence and an escalating 
hostage crisis in Iraq are putting a strain on 
Gulf investors who, having banked on a flour- 
ishing postSaddam Hussein neighbor are 
now bitterly counting their losses. 

‘The near-daily car bombings, assassination 
attempts and kidnappings are crippling for- 
eign companies, a number of which have 
been forced to halt operations in Iraq. 

Financiers who have pumped millions into 
establishing businesses there barely 17 months 
ago are already disappointed with the impact 
on their balance sheets but are biding their 
time, hoping security will somehow improve. 

"Since Jast April, the market and business went 
into a nosedive,” said a Dubai-based businessman, 
‘who in the first 11 months after the April 2003 fall 
of Saddam's regime invested in excess of $7 mil- 
lion in opening businesses in Iraq, 

"From Apri о the first week of September, we 
have incurred losses of potential income of almost 
SS million,” he told AFB requesting anonymity. 

He has two four-star hotels in Iraq, a gar- 
ment factory, laundry services, а trading com- 
pany as well as food catering and manpower. 
supply services 

“All investment was made after the war last 
year and early this yea,” he said. But since 

when four US contractors were Killed 
by insurgents in the flashpoint Sunni Muslim 
town of Fallujah, the business climate has de- 
teriorated to the point that the market “нау 
behind" the first two months of 2004, 

People in general don’t buy unless they 
need something badly. The Iraqi government 
is not buying. They issue tenders, you submit 
bill and there's no decision to buy things. It 
seems they don't have a budget yet," he said. 

One consequence is that he has had to lay 
off 50 percent of his manpower, all Iraqi, 
thereby affecting the flow of money back into 
an already depressed economy. 

‘One of his hotels located on the banks of the 
"Tigris River was completed in April. “We've locked 
it, with ай the imported furniture sil inside" he. 
said. Five months fater it is stil barricaded. 

His second hotel went from almost 100 
percent to 5 percent occupancy, said the busi- 
nessman, who has two companies in Dubai 
and 10 in Iraq, including subsidiaries, 

Athe outset of his entry to the Iraqi market, his 
projected pay-back was on average wo years. 

“What evén happened on some projects 
when we started was that the pay-back was 
nine months to a year, It was excellent,” But 
the worsening situation since April put a stop 
to that and he can no longer speculate when 
he will get a good return on his investment, 

‘The ist business requirement for a successful 
economy in Iraq would obviously be improved se- 
curity he said. The next would be changing the 
country’s commercial laws and strengthening its 
banking system to better serve potential investors. 

A spokesperson for the Dubai-based Iraqi 
Business Council, set up earlier this year to 
promote joint ventures in Iraq, and grouping 
Iraqi businessmen and companies in the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE), said the unrest has 
affected businesses throughout the region 
that are dealing with Iraq АЕР 
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UNITED NATIONS—A divided UN Security 
Council approved a resolution threatening oil 
sanctions against Sudan unless the govem- 
ment reins in Arab militias blamed for a killing 
spree in Darfur and ordered an investigation of 
whether the attacks constitute genocide. 

‘The vote Saturday was 11-0 with four ab- 
stentions—China, Russia, Pakistan and Algeria. 

China, a permanent council member with 
veto power, said immediately after the vote 
that it would veto any future resolution that 
sought to impose sanctions on Sudan. 

“I told the American government that the 
position of my government on sanctions is a 
firm one,” said China's UN Ambassador Wang 
Guangya. "We always believe that sanctions is 
пога helpful means to achieve political objec- 
tives. It will only make matters worse.” 

The resolution adopted Saturday says the 
council would have to meet again to consider 
sanctions against Sudan's petroleum sector or 
other punitive measures if the goverment 
doesn't act quickly to stop the violence and bring 
the perpetrators to justice—or if it doesn't coop- 
erate with an African Union monitoring force. 

The resolution strongly endorses the deploy- 
ment of a beefed-up African Union force with 
an expanded monitoring mission that would ac- 
tively try to prevent attacks and mediate to stop 
the conflict from escalating. More than 50,000 
people have already died and over 1.2 million 
have fled their homes to escape the violence. 

Tt also authorizes Secretary General Кой An- 
nan, who was in the council chamber for the 
vote, to rapidly appoint an international com- 
mission to investigate reports of human rights 
violations in Darfur and determine "whether or 
not acts of genocide have occurred.” 

Last week, US President George W. Bush's 
‘administration for the first time called the at- 
tacks "genocide," a crime punishable under a 
1948 UN convention. 

Sudan's UN Ambassador Elfatih Erwa said 
the government would implement the “шан” 
resolution despite "the injustices it contains.” 
He accused the United States of introducing it 
solely to achieve “the political objectives” of 
President George W. Bush's administration and 
Congress -a charge immediately reeced by 
US Ambassador John Danforth. 


N. Ireland talks 
fail to secure 
agreement 


LEEDS CASTLE, England—High-pressure talks 
among rival Northern Ireland parties have end- 
ed with no agreement to revive a Catholic- 
Protestant administration, but British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair insisted that a deal "historic 
in its meaning" may yet be achieved. 

Blair and Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ah- 
em—who oversaw Northem Ireland's Good 
Friday accord of 1998 and have spent two years 
striving to revive Из central goal of power-shar- 
ing—stood side by side Saturday as delegations 
filtered out of the Leeds Castle meeting place. 
They looked tired, but tried to sound upbeat. 

Blair said negotiators had “not yet achieved 
a comprehensive agreement” but insisted that 
lower-level talks next week would keep press- 
ing, “There is huge potential in what has hap- 
pened here,” he said. 

“We believe that what is now on offer is rea- 
sonable in its substance and historic in its 
meaning,” Blair said at the end of three days 
cof talks at the castle southeast of London. 

Both leaders said they had hoped to broker 
an agreement between Sinn Fein, the Irish Re- 
publican Army-linked party, and the Demo- 
cratic Unionists, who represent most of the 
province's British Protestant majority. But for 
the third time in two years, a negotiating 
‘marathon led by the two premiers failed to 
break the deadlock. 

Blair said Sinn Fein has not yet provided a for- 
mal statement from the IRA spelling out is posi- 
tion, But he said he expected the underground 
group to announce its intentions soon. АР 
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Russia’s security agency foils new terror attack in Moscow 


MOSCOW—Russian law enforcement 
agencies have foiled a terror attack in 
| Moscow, the FSB security agency said 
Saturday, two weeks after a series of at- 
| tacks killed more than 400 people within 
| daysin the country. 
| "hs part of antiterror measures in Moscow 
| and Rusia, police and the FSB have found 
and defused explosive devices in cars in 
Moscow” FSB (ехКСВ) spokesperson 
Sergei Ignatchenko was quoted as saying by 


the Interfax news agency 

"The explosives and mines were dis- 
covered in a car after police stopped it 
late Friday and became suspicious of the 
driver, who appeared to be under the in- 
fluence of narcotics, he said. 

‘Under questioning, the man confessed 
that he was promised $1,000 to drive and 
park that and another car onto Kutuzovsky 
Prospekt, a major thoroughfare in Moscow 
that many government officials use to get 
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pital of a heart attack, unnamed police 


to their residences, he said. 

FSB sappers defused the explosives in 
опе of the vehicles overnight, аз residents 
from neighboring houses were evacuated 
oa nearby school, МТУ reported. 

"We were sleeping and got a call 
around 5 a.m., 1 think,” a woman told 
NIV. "They said there was the threat ofa 
blast... we quickly left.” 

"The detained driver later died in hos- 


WASHINGTON—Because Sén. John 
Kerry is the challenger and lags Presi- 
dent George W Bush in most national 

ће seems to have the most to 
gain froma strong performance in the 
‘upcoming fall debates. Some 
Democrats see the face-offs as the last 
chance for a Kerry breakout. 

But presidential debates present 
pitfalls as well as opportunities. 

Unscripted moments and gaffes can 
‘backfire on incumbent and challenger 
alike: Al Gore's heavy sighs in 2000, 
President George H.W Bush's checking 
of his watch in 1992, Michael Dukakis 
passionless answer to a question about 
the hypothetical rape and murder of his 
wiferin 1988, President Gerald Ford's 
13-year-eariy liberation of Poland from 
Soviet domination in 1976. 

Barring any major developments in 
Iraq or on the terrorism or economic 
fronts, the debates could be even 
more important than usual this year 
because of their potential impact on 
remaining voters who still count 
themselves as undecided and because 
of the closeness of the race. 

In a poll by the Pew Research Center, 
29 percent of those surveyed said the de- 


officials told Russian news agencies. 

К was not immediately dear whether 
there were explosives in both of the cars 
about which thé man told police—some 
news reports said the second car did not 
have explosives, while others said it had ex- 
plosives but no detonators. 

The incident came a fortnight after a 
week that saw four major terror acts on 
Russian зой, including a deadly school 


hostage taking in the southern town of 


bates would matter in deciding how they 
wouid vote on Nov. 2. Some 68 percent 
said their minds were already made up. 

Those undecided voters could make 
a huge difference. According to a 
Nielsen survey, 46.6 million people 
watched the first debate between Bush 
and Gore in 2000. The second and, 
third debates drew audiences of 37.6 
million, and 37.7 millon, respectively. 

This years debates “in totality are 
more important than the two conven- 
tions,” said Democratic pollster Stan 
Greenberg. 

"You could not go through the 
2000 election without understanding 
that the debates matter. Al Gore went 
from a five-point lead prior to the de- 
bates to being five points behind after 
the debates,” Greenberg said. 

The candidates’ differences are al- 
so more clearly pronounced this year 
than usual on major issues that divide 
the country: Iraq, job losses, rising 
health care costs and the mushroom- 
ing federal deficit 

“It will be one of the few times 
when George Bush will have to de- 
fend his record,” said Kerry adviser 
Joe Lockhart, a former press secretary 
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surgents in Iraq, 


cording to a rebel website. 


7771 Bush-Kerry debates seen 
as pivotal to poll outcome 


Blair responded that the allies 
had had a plan for postwar Iraq, 
but it had been frustrated by in- 


Сіла government documents 
marked "secret and personal,” The 
‘Telegraph newspaper said that 


Beslan that killed nearly 340 people, half 
of them children. 

"The school was seized a day after a 
‘woman suicide bomber blew herself up 
outside a metro station in Moscow, killing. 
10 people, and a week after ће downing 
‘of two planes, which left 90 dead. 

Responsibility for all of the violence 
was Friday claimed by notorious 
Chechen warlord Shamil Basayev, ac- 

AFP 


1o President Bill Clinton. "He's proved 
very deft at slipping and sliding when 
itcomes to his own record." 

But University of Virginia political sci- 
entist Lany Sabato suggests that Bush 
will have one big advantage in that “he's 
‘constantly underestimated, This is where. 
the imense dislike for Bush among 
Democrats backfires on them. They insist 
that he's dumb as a ров, and when he 
demonstrates he's not, he wins?" 

Negotiations were continuing into 
the weekend between the Bush and Ker- 
ry camps over terms of the debates. The 
first one recommended by the biparti- 
san Commission on Presidential De- 
botes is set for Sept. 30 at the University 
of Miami in Coral Gables, Florida, 

‘The panel has recommended two 
additional presidential debates—Oct. 
8 in St. Louis and Oct. 13 in Tempe, 
Arizona—and an Oct. 5 vice presi- 
dential debate in Cleveland. 

“The Kerry campaign has agreed to 
all four; the Bush campaign has been 
moncommitsal. President Bill Clinton. 
in 1996 agreed to only two debates in 
his race against Republican Bob Dole, 
and many expect Bush to follow the 
same route. AP 


Blair was warned of chaos 
after Saddam, says paper 


LONDON-—The government was 
accused Saturday of “clearly mis- 
leading” the British public over 
plans for postwar Iraq after a news- 
paper reported that Prime Minister 
Топу Blair was warned a year be- 
fore the invasion that postwar sta- 


chaos that was going to ensue in 
Taq, 1 actually got the minute 
Jack sent me. It didn’t do any- 
thing of the sort,” Blair said, 

“What it warned of was this: 
ies very important that we don't 
replace one dictator, Saddam 
Hussein, with another 

That is why, he said, the United 
States and Britain had sought Unit- 
ей Nations “blessing” for elections 
“to guide Iraq to democracy.” 

"The idea that we did not have а 
plan for afterward is simply not cor- 
rect. We did, and we have unfolded 
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Blairs chief policy adviser Sir David 
Manning warned Blair that US Presi- 
dent George W Bush had no an- 
энего big questions, such as “what 
happens on the moming aher” 

The documents show Foreign 
Secretary Jack Saw had written to 
Bara year before the conflict say- 
ing large numbers of troops would 
have го be committed for many 
years if order was to be maintained 
after the ousting of Saddam Hus- 
sein, the newspaper reported. 

He wrote that nobody seemed to 
Know what would happen after a 
war had been won, writing: “There 
seems to be a larger hole in this 
than anything,” the Telegraph said. 

Blair responded to the report 
Sacurday while taking a break from 
Nonhem Ireland talks at Leeds 
castle, southeast of London. 

“Having read in the papers that 


thar plan, bur there are people in 
irs who are determined to stop us" 
Bhi sid Iraq was “the very enu- 
cible of the fight against terorism, 
against groups that are prepared uo 
Kil, or take hostages, or do whatever 
they can in order o prevent Iraq be- 
coming а stable, democratie country” 
"The Daily Telegraph said the 
documents showed Blair had 
signed up to the US policy of 
regime change in March 2002, & 
year before the conflict started. 
"This underlines very starkly not 
only the reservations that existed 
in the (Foreign Office) about our 
ability to handle post-conflict Iraq, 
but also the lack of a comprehen- 
sive plan for the stabilization and 
reconstruction of Iraq, which we 
consistently called for before the 
war" suid Michael Ancram, shad- 
ow foreign secretary for the oppo 
apparently 1 was warned of the sion Conservative Pany. АР 
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UN watchdog tells Iran 


reti PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER === 


to stop enriching uranium 


VIENNA—The UN atomic agency out by the hardline United States and consider the non-aligned movements 
called on Iran to “immediately” sus- Europe's more conciliatory hree main amendments to the text 
pend all activities related to the enrich- . states, Britain, France and Germany, The United States claims Iran is se- 
Tent of uranium as italsoseta Nov.25 маз “a victory for both American and cretly developing nuclear weapons and 
deadline for a full review of Iran's al- European diplomacy" said Samore, a has been lobbying strongly for decisive 
eged nuclear weapons program. senior fellow at London's Intemational action against the Islamic Republic. 
Tran reacted to the resolution Sat- Institute for Strategic Studies (155).  — Washington had pressed for an 
urday by the UN watchdog Interna Britain, France and Germany had Oct. 31 ultimatum for Tehran to fully 
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) submitted the resolution, strongly op- suspend uranium enrichment and re- 
by saying it would cooperate but posed by non-aligned countries which port on its other activtiesto the IAEA, 
warned it may defy the agency's call fear imposing a deadline on Iran tosus- and for Iran to be automatically re- 
to suspend uranium enrichment, the pend uranium enrichment could за ferred to the UN Security Council for 
process for making fuel for nuclear precedent for depriving developing na- possible sanctions if it failed to do so. 
Feactors but also the explosive mate- tions of peaceful nuclear technology. ВО in a compromise, the United 
rial for atomic bombs. The resolution was adopted by con- States and the so-called Euro 3 set a 
"The key thing is that Iran is now sensus, without a vote,” International Nox 25 deadline for a full review of 
confronted with an ultimatum,” non- Atomic Energy Agency spokesperson Iran's nuclear program and called on 
proliferation expert Gary Samoretold Melissa Fleming told reporters at а Tehran to “immediately” suspend all т тенеу д 
AFP ina telephone interview. meeting of the IAEAs 35-nation board uranium enrichment activities, with this oa Dem Ви 
"The compromise resolution worked of governors, аз ће board voted посо also being reviewed in November, AFP 


Jiang expected. 
to relinquish 
last official post 


BEUING—China’s aging former paramount 
ruler Jiang Zemin is expected to give up his last 
official post when a high-level meeting of the 
ruling Communist Party ends later Sunday. 

Jiangs predicted handover of the military to 
his successor Hu Jintao would complete the 
party's fist bloodless transfer of power since the 
Peoples Republic was established in 1949. 

‘The 198-member Communist Party Central 
Committee is expected to approve Лап resig- 
nation as chairman of he powerful Central Mili- 
tary Commission by the close of ts secretive four- 
day meeting, party and diplomatic sources said. 

‘The sources said there was much pressure 
within the central committee for the 78-year- 
old military chief to retire, following in the 
footsteps of late paramount leader Deng Xi- 
oping, who resigned as chairman of the mili 
tary commission in 1989 in favor of Jiang. 

According to communist party tradition a 
communique is expected to be issued later 
Sunday announcing any personnel changes. 

Security at the venue, the party-run Jingxi 
Hotel in west Beijing, remained tight Sunda 
with police keeping traffic moving and shoo- 
ing bystanders away. 

Ас midday more than a dozen black sedans 
exited the hotel, with many heading in the di- 
rection of the porty's Zhongnanhai headquar- 
ters in the center of the capital. Some two dozen 
Jarge buses remained in the hotel parking lot, 
signaling that the conclave was still in session. 

Tn Hong Kong, the South China Morning Post 
newspaper Saturday suggested Jiang could stil 
wield influence even if he does resign his final 
post. It cited the example of Deng, who gave up 
all his official posts in 1989 but continued to 
hold power with no title for years. 

“Mr. Jiang's retirement is unlikely to produce 
any major changes in domestic or foreign poli- 
cies," it said. “But as Mr. Hu continues to consol- 
idate his power and make his mark, subtle 
changes can be expected.” АЕР 


South Africa’s 
poor to get 
bank accounts 


JOHANNESBURG—South Africa's major 


banks are reaching out to the 13 million poor ~ 


who have no bank accounts, offering them a 
“Mansi” seen as vital to advance black eco- 
nomic empowerment. 

“Mzansi” account holders will enjoy low 
fees and no-fuss applications with banks that 
have been known to demand a myriad of doc- 
uments including salary slips and proof ofres- 
idency to do business. 

“АЙ you will need is an identity document 
and a very, very small deposi, around 20 rand,” 
(0883/2 50 euros), says Charles Chemel whois 
spearheading the project for the South African 
Banking Council, a watchdog group. 

While South Africa boasts one of the most 
sophisticated banking sectors in the world, it 
is also saddled with the baggage of apartheid 
as former homelands set up for blacks have 
few banking outlets. 

Giving poor South Africans access to a "Mzan- 
si'—a Zulu word meaning south—fits into the 
‘objectives of President Thabo Mbekis key policy 
of black economic empowerment that seeks to 
transfer some of the white-owned wealth into 
the hands of black South Africans. 

А black economic empowerment charter 
for the banking sector that came into effect in 
January calls on banks to broaden access to fi- 
mancial services to blacks who were dispos- 
sessed under apartheid. 

А study by the Reserve Bank last year 
showed that 72 percent of black South 
Africans do not own bank accounts compared 
to nearly 90 percent of whites who do. 

Most of the “unbanked” were unemployed. 
and those who did have a job lived in shacks 
or squatter camps in rural areas. Pensioners 
and students also formed a large chunk of 
South Africans without bank accounts. 

‘Affordability was the main reason for stay- 
ing away from banks that charge average ser- 
vice fees of around 40 rand ($5) per month, 
thestudy found. AFP 


ms 
fig has taken the lead with cutting-edge technology that 
btionise the way you experience images. Samsung's 
new, advanced DNle™ (Digital Natural Image engine) chip 
Хесһпої у (6 so Sophisticated it can recognise and optimise 
3-0 тойобгап contrast, refine details and perfect colours. 
i he power of enhanced chip technology delivers 

jal experience from within. 


Contrast Enh 
boosts light and shadi 


Colour Optimiser 
shows natural hues 


SP-56L7H ст-29А20 LS-40A23 


Samsung Electronics Philipines Corporation Greund Fler, Bonaventure Plaza, Ortigas Avenue, Greens, Sun Juan, Maro Manlia 
та. но. 722-7777 Loc. 284 - Fax No, 71-83-23 - For Customer 


www.samsung.ph 


rJ 
any "| ranas uibs ау d 


exon Emerprtaen, inë: й 
me ме эша tied 
A ue ELT RR ER 


ag a REE oe SERA UM 


“PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


з 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2004 


ан d a. inicia 
Emaliiencock@ioqureccom ph website: hp Jemen et 


... OPINION 


Ta Pares Das озн, he tasks busines and earl ent 
“Ching Races Ave corner Vue snd Manardo $n Mati Cy 
“КО. Ber ТИ Pat Cerera! Pot fe 1263 Makati Cy 
чуен number are ӨТ стати ааттана 
Earl Pan 67-4799 891-094 eng ENT 407 
кожон Jit SIN зои 


Publisher лаана Yansor 
Editor in ChiefLerryJoenez-Macsanor 
Managing Editor Jost Ma. D. Notasco. 
Associate Editor Aniano S. мол 
Associate Editor for Readership Rosano А. GARCELANO 
News Editor Arrenio T. ENGRACIA n. Chief News Day Desk Мио B. Римон. 
Opinion Editor Jonse V. Anura 
National Editor Реясвнпно B. Banoavaet Ja. 
City Editor Gener Luo. 
Senior Desk Editor Juan V. Sassaeno р. 
Editorial Consultant Аманро Dononna 
Chief Photographer Ensat U. Sarmento 
Art & Design Director bruerr A. ViuANBA. 


Board Chairman Max R. Prirro 
President ALEXANDRA Prurro-ROMUALDEZ 
Senior Vice President for Sales and Marketing Renavo R. Reinoso- 
‘Senior Vice President for Corporate Services Davio ©. Уля 
VP for Advertising Feurt R. Огляте 
AVP for Circulation Guoma P: LanpizataL. 


Кофата бең aperte by lon nepa el Ppp Day nare may een 
acheter ban nent aed eae oreo nabs ween per 


Pay cuts 


E support the President's directive to all heads of 
ЕЕК 
to cut their pay. Some СОСС executives, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo said last Friday, had in fact al- 
ready agreed to take “voluntary pay cuts while reorient- 
ing their respective organizations to the imperatives of 
discipline and effectiveness.” 
We shall see. This is not the first time 
EDITORIAL that the issue of excessive pay has hit 
the headlines. In June 2001, Ms Arroyo 
issued Executive Order 20, setting a cap of P100,000 a 
month on the salaries of GOCC executives. But the recent 
list of the 100 best-paid executives in government service, 
topped by the P9-million salaries of the chair of the Philip- 
pine National Oil Company and the chair of the Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office, covers the years 2002 and 
2003. In other words, after EO 20 took effect. 

Inevitably, the ghost of political will raises its hoary 
head again. If the President failed to implement her own 
order ata time when her mandate consisted mainly of the 
reformist Edsa II agenda, what makes her think she will 
succeed this time? 

Her own reading of her new post-election mandate 

~ runs against the principles of self-sacrifice she now in- 
vokes. From her analyses of her victory, to her appoint- 
ments to the Cabinet and other sensitive posts, to the 
term-sharing arrangements in both chambers of Congress 
that she encouraged among her allies, the President has 
been nothing but political. She has recognized her many 
debts of gratitude, and is actively finding ways, some- 
times very creative ways, to pay them. 

‘These actions contrast markedly with the new, post-cri- 
sare rhetoric of shared pain, of graduated sac- 

се. 

Does this mean the new cut-your-pay-or-else-you're- 
fired directive issued last Friday is doomed to fail? Not 
necessarily. 

‘The use of the word “crisis” is a milestone; the Presi- 
dent will be loath to tum back, after willing herself to get 
to the point where she could use the c-word. And the de- 
cision to make the eight new tax measures the center- 
piece of her legislative agenda is a true fork in the road; 
she has risked political convenience by taking the road 
less taken. 

Burdening the straight-shooting budget secretary with 
the responsibilities of the now-defunct Presidential Com- 
mittee on Effective Governance is also a flexing of politi- 
cal will. Secretary Emilia Boncodin is now tasked to go 
over the controversial sector, “GOCC to GOCC,” to make 
sure that they comply with the pay cuts. “I told [Bon- 
codin], if they defy my authority, then they are disobey- 
ing, which could be a ground for removal,” the President 
said. To belabor the obvious, Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye issued a statement which read, in part: “This campaign 
‘will be based on a compliance scorecard on pay cuts and 
austerity measures among the GOCCs. This will be a tool 
for deciding who among the presidential appointees 
would stay or leave.” 

‘We cannot imagine that the checking of the compliance 
scorecard will take too long. If we parse the President's 
‘own management-speak, we find that lack of discipline 
and effectiveness—in other words, lack of perfor- 
mance—is something she already assumes. Will we have 
to wait another year before we see well-paid heads roll? 

We think that Boncodin and the President already 
know which GOCC fat cats have been napping on the job. 
Many of them have used their nine lives in the first three 
years of the Arroyo administration. It is time to be rid of 
them. 

Let's begin with a simple test. Which of the GOCC heads 
already in office between 2001 and 2003 followed EO 
20? As far as we can tell, only SSS administrator Corazon 
de la Paz cut her pay to fit the guidelines (contrary to the 
careless grandstanding of a sidelined Cebu politician, 
Sen. Sergio Osmefia Ill, who accused De la Paz of doing 
the opposite). What does that make of the rest? Sergio 
Apostol and Honeygirl de Leon are no longer with the 
PNOC or the PCSO. But the scion of a Cebu political fami- 
ly, Winston Garcia, is still chair of the Government Service 
Insurance System. Last week, he decided to cut his pay to 
P160,000—a classic case of doing too little, too late. 

What would Boncodin make of him? The answer to this 
and similar questions will determine whether the Presi- 
деп? new campaign will meet the fate of the old. 
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gging republic; a beggar-President 


THE ALLEGED “strong republic” has become a 
begging republic. And the President, whom an 
American magazine included among the “most 
powerful” women in the world, has become a 
beggar President. 

The government itself prohibits begging— 
huge billboards warn the poor and Good 
Samaritans alike against the giving of alms to 
beggars. But it has resorted to begging to save 
itself from a looming financial disaster. After 
"extorting" P1 million apiece from a group of 
mostly Filipino-Chinese businessmen trapped 
in a jetliner (for the so-called Bayanihan 
Fund), the government is now begging each of 
the 50,000 top taxpayers to pay Р1 million 
more. For being such good taxpayers, the Pres- 
ident will punish them by dunning them for 
another Pl million apiece, while the tax 
evaders continue to geta free ride. 

Wouldn't it be better to tell them to pay 
the correct taxes instead of begging for 
contributions? According to estimates, 
there is about P200 billion in uncollected 
taxes lying out there. 

‘The businessmen want tax credits—to be 
used to pay future taxes—in exchange for their 
contributions. So there really would be no in- 
crease in the government's tax income. And we 
have had such a sorry experience with tax 
credit certificates. 

The President is also begging members of 
Congress to agree to a cut in their pork barrel; 
and the fat cats in govemmentowned and 
controlled corporations to voluntarily cut their. 
excessive salaries. Why does she have to beg 
them when all she has to do is remove the ap- 
propriations for pork from her proposed bud- 
get? If she is really the "powerful President" 
that the Americans think she is, she should not 
be afraid of the members of Congress. If there 
is no pork appropriation in her budget, then. 
that is the end of it. Congress cannot increase. 
the proposed budget she submits; i can only 
decrease it. 

But the truth is she has submitted a P10 bil- 


TM glad thar there seems to be renewed inter- 
est in what happened 32 years ago. Several 
networks called me up asking to interview me 
for something they were doing on martial law, 
whose anniversary falls tomorrow. 

1 worry, however, about a question Ive 
heard a couple of times, which apparently 
many people, particulary the generation that 
‘went through martial law, are asking today. 
Namely, whether we were not better off then 
than now. Marcos at least built roads and 
bridges, they say, which has not happened го 
апу comparable extent since. And prices were 
stable throughout the 1970s, if not the early 
1980s, which has happened even less after- 
ward. Then, wages went a long way toward 
putting food on the table. 

Well, you can't blame people entirely for 
thinking this way. These are hard times, and 
hard times are always an invitation to looking 
at the past with rose-tinted glasses. Buti’ also 
а most dangerous way of doing so, the next 
step being to pine for iron-isted rule which is 
presumed to accomplish things democracy 
cannot. The later Ihave heard intermittently 
since 1986, people wondering—not least Fidel 
Ramos and his cabal of ex and notso- ex-gen- 
crals—if authoritarian government, with a Lee 
Kuan Yew rather than a Ferdinand Marcos at 
the helm, were not the cure to our plight. 

Nothing is more delusional. True enough, 
prices were stable throughout the 1970s. The 
price of rice, balut and beer did not stray much 
from one another. 'm not so sure now how 
much a case of beer went then. I do know it 
didn't go up by much before the 1980s, As well 
as most goods. But there was a time bomb tick- 
Ing underneath this 

"That time bomb was the debts Marcos in- 
curred throughout this time. The early part of 
the 1970s was the period when the Western 
banks groaned with petrodollars, which were 
the deposits the oil producing countries were 
dumping on them. The banks in tum dumped 
the petrodollars on the Third World coun- 
tries—many of which were ruled by tyrants, 
courtesy of America's suppor for them—which 
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lion budget for pork to keep the congressmen 
happy. Only they're not happy with just РІО 
billion. They want P20 billion! 

‘She has asked GOCC officials to voluntarily 
cuttheirscandalously high salaries. But since it 
is voluntary, they will not do that. Some of them 
will take token pay cuts for show, but they will 
still retain their excessive allowances, bonuses 
and other perks. For the salaries are only the tip 
ofthe iceberg. A big part of their take is hidden, 
just like the hidden allowances of the members 
of Congress, especially committee chairmen 
(that is why theyre fighting for chairman- 
ships), and Cabinet members. Thatis why some 
congressmen volunteered to give up their 
salaries, for show. Their salaries are peanuts 
compared о their hidden allowances. 

‘What the President should do is issue an ex- 
ecutive order standardizing the salaries and al- 
lowances of GOCC officials while waiting for 
Congress to pass an omnibus salary scale for 
GOCCs. Why should a GOCC official get a 
salary bigger than a Cabinet member, Supreme 
Court justice, and even the President herself? 

They say that GOCC officials should get 
salaries at par with those of their counterparts 
inthe private sector. But there is a difference in 
the public and private sectors. In the private 
sector, when a corporation doesn't earn a prof- 
it, its top officials are fired by the board of di- 
rectors, They get fat salaries and bonuses only 
when the corporation is making big profits. For 
the directors have a stake in the corpora- 
tion—they are part owners and shareholders. 

In our GOCCs, however, the directors and 
top officials are politicians, protégés, and 
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guaranteed thatthe loans would be paid what- 
fever happened to them or their countries. To 
this day we continue to reel from that guaran- 
tee in the form of “automatic appropriation 

the sum automatically deducted from our na 

tional budget—even if the poor have no food 
on their tables—to pay for our debts. 

‘The roads and bridges Marcos built may 
look impressive when you compare them to 
those put up by his successors, but they are pa- 
thetic when you compare them to the re- 
sources he had and to the infrastructure put up. 
by the other Southeast Asian leaders from their 
own loans. 1 get depressed every time I leave 
the country and am greeted by the stark con 
trast between the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport and the airports of other Southeast 
‘Asian countries, Transparency International 
lists Marcos as the second most corrupt tyrant 
in the world, next only to Suharto; he stole 
some $15 billion—compared to Subarto's $35 
billion—which we are paying for to this day. 
‘And though Suharto was the bigger crook, he 
was at least the more patriotic one. Unlike 
Marcos, he did not stash his loot outside but 
plunked it in various businesses in Indonesia, 
That is a monumental difference. 

The point is simple: It is simply not true that 
Marcos supplied bread in lieu of freedom. He 
supplied neither. The seeming economie stabili- 
ty of the 1970s was just that, seeming. It was a 
surface placidiry that rested on roiling waters. 
Or for those who do not like metaphors, it was a 
temporary stability bought at the price of a 
great catastrophe in the furure, The future came 
in the early 1980s when the banks began to col- 
lect and cronies like Dewey Dee ran off with 
their own loot to pleasure capitals of the world. 


camp followers being rewarded for helping the 
President win the elections; they stay on ‘and 
оп even if the corporation is being run to the 
ground, They couldn't care less for the corpo: 
rations; they care only for what they can get 
from them while they're in the saddle. 

he reason there is so much abuse ‘and 
wastage in Congress and in the GOCCs is that 
we have forgotten the principle that aw/ile- 
making bodies should not be given the authóri 
ty to increase their own benefits, That is Why 
the Constitution prohibits members! ‘of 
‘Congress from increasing their own salariés 

But legislators—and executive and GOCC 
officials—have surreptitiously increased their 
own benefits. Thus, they have so many’ al- 
lowances and other perks that they no longer 
have any need for their salaries. The pork bar- 
relis only the biggest and most corrupt. 

For such a corrupt system, it is а wofider 
why our supposedly responsible leaders have 
allowed it to remain for generations: was still 
а student when the Philippines Free Press ùn- 
der Teodoro M. Locsin was already fighting the 
pork barrel. Instead of abolishing or reducing 
it, the congressmen increased it and disguised 
it under innocent-sounding names. It is how 
P200 million for each senator and P65 million. 
foreach congressman, hundreds of times more 
than the original allocation. The lion's shate of 
the budget of the Department of Public Wotks 
and Highways now goes to the pork barrel of 
legislators. The DPWH has steadily lost control. 
ofits own budget. The legislators now control 
it, Legislators are now de facto secretaries ot 
public works, usurping the authority and fac 
tions ofthe Cabinet member. " 

And yet the Constitution clearly delineates 
the authorities and functions of the three 
branches of government: Congress legisates 
the executive branch executes, and the judici 
zy interprets (the laws). So why are the legisla 
tors performing the jobs of the executive de- 
partments? Because of corruption. They-get 
kickbacks from favored contractors 


Someone asked me why we continue to 
blame Marcos for our woes today. My answer 
is: Why the hell shouldn't we? Of course, sub 
sequent leaders have made а mess of things. 
but why shouldn't we blame the fellow who 
made the worst mess of all? Marcos’ tyranny 
ran deep and continues to ravage the country 
to this day. Лез my same answer to the question 
why we continue to blame colonialism for our 
servile mentality today OF course, we've 
messed up our minds, too, but why shouldn't 
‘we blame those who messed them up most ot 
all? Colonial tyranny ran even deeper and con 
tinues to ravage our thinking to this day. Look 
at President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

None of this includes the horrors martial 
law wreaked on the nation—the loss of free 
dom was the more patent, What Marcos did to 
Julio Nalundasan, his father’s bitter enems. 
decades earlier—ivhich was to fell him with a 
sniper’ bullet while he brushed his teeth— 
Marcos did to Philippine democracy decades 
after— which was to waylay it with dictator 
ship while it slumbered. The deaths areitoo 
plentiful to recount, most of them buried in 
the not very shallow graves of national forget 
fulness. Particularly decimated was , the 
youth, many of them the best and brightest im 
the country. 

Someone asked me if Marcos did not ar least 
replace freedom with discipline during талы! 
Jaw. Well, he did have all those slogans on TV 
that said, “Sa ikauunlad ng bayan, disiplina ang 
kailangan (To achieve progress, a nation has t 
have discipline). And in later years, we had 
Asyong Aksaya to teach the public by negative 
example to shun the ways of profigacy.. The 
problem though was that Marcos wanted onl 
the public, and not himself and his cronies, to 
practice discipline and austerity. The best teach 
er, of course, is example: Asyong Aksaya can no 
more teach frugality го others than Asyong Ра 
sista can teach responsibility to them. 

‘One is tempted to say "Never again" to all 
these things, But some, if not all, of them are 
happening even as we speak. And few are rais 
ing their voices to stopit. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2004 


І Palace іп 


IN RECENT weeks, the nation has become en- 
‘grossed with the financial situation, and ordinary 
Citizens now mouth terms like "budget deficit" 
“debt cap" and "fiscal crisi." Believing that talk- 
ing about the problems will help deepen the citi- 
zens’ understanding, Cecile Alvarez and I invited 

"Budget Secretary Emilia Boncodin to our dzRH 
"program. I'm glad she was able to accommodate 
3 despite her hectic schedule testifying in 


gr 

"We asked Boncodin about the cost-cutting mea- 
sures being undertaken in Malacafiang, such as 
tuming off the air-conditioning system at certain 
hours. “Mainit talaga," she admitted, adding that 
the darkening of Palace corridors as а cost-cutting 
‘measure has triggered a common joke there: “nasa 
romantic mood tayo ngayon.” She also related 
‘with a laugh how, during a meeting with GOCCex- 
ecutives, the President announced the serving of a 
"Russian dinner,” which turned out to be some rice 

“and a piece of chicken n plastic plates and uten: 
sils. The Department of Budget and Management 
chief stressed that such small measures, contrary 
“to the perception that they may not mean much, 
will save P2 billion to P5 billion. 

+ Secretary Boncodin also stressed that in 
saying we have a “fiscal crisis,” GMA might 
have merely wanted to raise a kind of a "ty- 
phoon si jut the need to be cautious 
with our! Wala pang fiscal crisis, butif 
we don’t watch out, we will have a real one 
soon, she explained. So what's the problem? 
She pointed to the budget deficit. expected to 
hit close to P200 billion this the 

nts debt. She noted that in the years 
1994 to 1997 the government enjoyed a bud- 
get surplus. Unfortunately, we have been un- 
ble to recover from the Asian crisis of July 
1997 as fast as our neighbors. Year 2002, in 
fact, saw the highest deficit. And while 2003 
exhibited a lower deficit due to the austerity 
and belt-tightening measures adopted by ће 
Arroyo administration, the government rev- 
enues raised were not enough to help cover 


‘romantic’ 
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the debts of the 76 GOCCs, which are covered 
by sovereign guarantees. 


The GOCCs, said Boncodin, are “parang anak 
ng gobyerno, hindi pwedeng pabayaan.” But she 

mitted that their debts were not closely super- 
vised by the executive branch in previous years.. 
Another difficulty is that the GOCCs have their re- 
spective charters. 

She said GMA has admonished the GOCCs to 
“increase your income and decrease your costs,” 
reminding them as well that they are in public 
service, not for themselves. She cited the example 
of the National Power Corp. which downsized its 
‘work force from 12,000 employees to 4,000; and 
its plan to privatize all generation plants by next 
‘year. At least, she stressed, the government fs do- 
ing something about Napocor. 


With regard to the eight tax measures the ad- 
БО 

‘of "must- 

for tax 


codin also wants to the measure га- 
БЕРЕ 
our set, the two carn: 
ing the biggest incomes—the lawyers and the 
doctors—enjoy VAT exemption. She wants that 
revoked now by Congress 


їп а recent chat with Alfonso Cusi, general 


manager of the Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
pport—also designated by the President as chief of 
the Manila International Airport Authority—it 
was noted that his office has supervision over all 
international airports in the country. Our conver- 
sation inevitably turned to the state of Naia 3, 
which was mothballed nearly two years ago by 
the administration and whose contract with the 
builder, Piatco, was subsequently nullified by the 
Supreme Court. Since those developments, many 
Citizens and groups have pressed the government 
to open Naia 3 because the old airport has be- 
come rather shabby and they are concerned that, 
"unused, the Naia 3 facilities might deteriorate. 

Qusisdmined thatthe aging condition ofla 
1 has made it difficult to higher stan- 
dards and that it would be “inthe best interest of 
the country” to operate Майа 3 а soon as possi- 
ble. He said various avenues are 


a bigger mistake not to open Naja 3 now. 

Ara recent cocktail function, I ran into Cynthia. 
Carreon, deputy executive director for travel 
trade and promotions and sports tourism of the 
Philippine Convention and Visitors Corp. She also 
acts as the physical fitness adviser of the Presi- 
dent. Cynthia said that despite her busy schedule, 
СМА makesita point to take time on Tuesday and 
Friday aftemoons for a workout session with 
some ladies in the Palace. Under Cynthia's direc- 
tion, they do some dancing, aerobics, stretching 
and muscle-toning. This explains, she said, why 
GMA, at 57, remains fit and full of stamina de- 
spite her workload. 

‘Twas glad to hear that, for I too am a firm be- 
lever in fitness and regular exercise, and I do a 
half-hour brisk walk daily on soft ground—rain. 
or shine—and try my best not to miss it. 


Butuan of a thousand years 


ALL history is local, merged into the one we сай 

‚ by the misnomer "national history" A misnomer 
because what we currently refer to as "national 

‚ history" is in fact local. "Manila local" for the 
most рап, that is. Until we look beyond that my- 
opia and recognize that the national struggle is a 
conglomeration of local discourses that, when 
blended together, form the national discourse of 
the Filipino people, then we shall remain frag- 
mented, no more than а consortium of regional 
peoples that only happen to be a state. 

‘And that is why all attempts at local historiog- 
raphy must be a cause for celebration. Much 
more so when it is the product of fine research. 
There is such a product, a recent book, the out- 
‘come of concerted local efforts. It should open. 
the eyes of Manila historians to what simple pride 
ofplace can do. 

“Butuan of a Thousand Years,” by Butuan his- 
torian Greg Hontiveros, recently came off the 
‘Ateneo de Manila University Press. The tile is a 
chronological catch-all and hints of what national 
history has been missing all along. More than a 
thousand years ago, Butuan already lay along the. 
route of the trade winds that reached a peak in 
Southeast Asia around 900 to 1100 AD. 

‘The balanghai or Butuan Boat in the National 
‘Museum of the Filipino People at the Luneta is 
justa tiny speck in the vast historical galaxy with 

| Which Butuan has enriched Philippine history. 
‘The abundance of artifacts excavated ín Butuan 

. over the last few years should move back our his- 
torical chronology—to about 200 years earlier. 

Hontiveros’ description of Butuan's trade con- 
nections at once gives an indication of what litle 
ме actually know: “So extensive was Butuan's 

| trading links with her Asian neighbors that a 
quantitative survey of the ceramics discovered 
would reveal the following: Chinese (1Oth-15th 
centuries AD), Khmer/Cambodian (9th-10th 
centuries A.D., Thai (14th-15th centuries A.D.), 
pre-Thai Satingpra (900-1100 A.D.), Haripun- 
Jaya (800900 AD), pretrade Viemamese 


BRITISH writer Н.б. Wells wrote that when 
Queen Victoria died, it was as if a large paper- 
weight had been lifted off a desk, resulting in a lot 
of papers blown about in all directions. A similar. 
image comes to mind when it comes to martial 
law: the dictatorship was like a heavy paper- 
weight that kept everything in place by virtue of 
its oppressive weight; once it was gone, the coun- 
try was like a stack of papers scattered by the 
‘wind ай ove, in confusion. 

Martial law was a great divide; even today, it 
separates all that came before, from all that has 
come since. Our history before 1972, when you 
think ofit, represents the profound influence ideas 
and intellectuals can impact on a nation. The his- 

логу of the Philippines since martial law has been 
marked by the steady bankruptcy of ideas and 
those who propagate them in our society. 

‘The ideas—and ideals—of the propaganda 
movement; the motives and motivations of the 
revolution; the adaptation ofthe heritage of both 
in our attempt to reclaim our independence 
great thoughts that tried to give meaning and rei 
vance to independence once reestablished іп 
1946: our country's story has been the story of. 
thoughts, of ideas that moved the sectors that 
constitute our nation. 

But after 1972, ideas and the intellectuals and 
ideologues who make them have increasingly 
been sidelined in the story of our national life: not 
least because so many intellectuals sold out or 
were deluded into supporting the dictatorship. 
The dictatorship, too, in wrecking the economy 
‘and turning us into a nation of overseas workers, 
virtually liquidated our middle class as a moving 
force of national development, and guaranteed 
that fewer and fewer Filipinos would have the ca- 
pacity to be inspired, much less motivated, by 
ideas. Even people power, as we have seen in the 
21 years since Ninoy Aquino's assassination, has 
never been fully formed, made truly workable, as 
а motivational idea. We have tried to make peo- 
ple power pan of our lives, but its principles are 


Kris-CROSSING 
MINDANAO 


Antonio J. Montalvan II 


sources, mostly acquired from reputable Euro- 
pean archives and libraries 

For the first Mass could neither have been in Li- 
тагама nor Butuan. Pigefetta's "Малаш" is- 
land was placed at latitude 9° 1/3' N or 9° 20 N. 
There is no island at that latitude between Lima- 
sawa and Butuan Bay. Limasawa Island, In fact, is 
further up north at 9° 55 00'N. 


416-1368 centuries A.D), and Persian (9th- 
10th centuries A.D.) 

Chinese annals show that as early as October 
1003, the Buruan king was already sending trade 
missions to the Chinese emperor who, at one 
time, received a gift of native Butuan products 
and red parrots. In February of 1004, the emperor 
had the Butuan envoys fetched for the Chinese 
New Year Festival. In 1007, the Butuan king again 
sent another mission to China, bringing tortoise 
shells, camphor, cloves, motherof-cloves and 
other native products. 

Today we are either amused at or peeved with 
the news that, in her state visit to China, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo brought along her 
daughtersin-law and grandchildren and their 
mursemaiós. At least, we know that our ancestors 
were better ambassadors. 

"We make a lot of bones about European colo- 
nizers coming to our shores in search of spices. 
But it has become clear from belated accounts 
that Butuan was in the middle ofthe “spice empo- 
ium" long before the Europeans heard of it. 
Proud Butuan residents have been heard to 
claim: "Long before there was Philippines, there 
already was Butuan.” Now we know this is true. 

"The other absorbing part of the Hontiveros 
book-— which sadly even the National Historical 
Institute has not resolved credibly to this day—is 
the continuing debate on the site of the fist 
Christian Mass in the Philippines: Was it in Lima- 
sawa or Butuan? To answer this question, Hon- 
tiveros uses a wealthy array of primary historical 


Lost generation 
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зо vague, its applications so unclear that we have 
gotten to be unsure if it was ever a real thought at 
all. People power was—is—perhaps, more of an 
emotion than a genuine idea. 

Why haven't we been able to come up with 
ideas that can move us, help us make sense of our 
national condition, and improve our country? The 
answer may lie in the way martial law put an end 
to the intellectual development—the rise of 
ideas ihat previously characterized the evolution. 
‘of our nation. From the generation of Rizal, to that 
of Bonifacio and Mabini, to Aguinaldo, Rafael Pal- 
ma, Osmefia, Quezon and Roxas and Recto, Ra- 
mon Magsaysay, and on to Macapagal in politics; 
from the propagandists, the first Filipino socialists, 
and then the new generation of communists in the. 
1960s, and the reformers who came of age also in 
the 1960s, the development of ideas n our country 
was constant, its most obvious manifestation being. 
the steady replacement of one generation by the 
next in both political and intellecrual matters. 
From 1972, to 1986, however, only one man and 
his pretensions to ideas mattered for most Fil- 
ipinos: that of Ferdinand Marcos. Those with con- 
trary thoughts, with possibly worthy ideas, were 
either imprisoned, put on the run, sent to exile, ог 
killed during that period. And as ће thinkers were 
sidelined, those who might have imbibed those 
ideas were driven off to work abroad, or given an 
increasingly inferior education at home. 

‘When you think of how Ferdinand Marcos’ gen- 
eration (he was bor in 1917) was poised to be re- 
placed by Ninoy Aquino's generation (he was born 
їп 1933) as long ago as 1972; and how it took until 


A team of Filipino geologists and archaeologists 
conducted а geomorphological study of the Butu- 
an area in 2000 and 2001. The study came up with 
an astonishing finding, to say the least. The ex- 
pers determined that in a temporal perspective of 
45,000 years of land formation in Butuan, an is- 
land once existed in the area roughly correspond- 
ing to the Pigafetza latitudes of the so-called Maz- 
таша (where the first Mass was celebrated on that 
Easter morning of March 31, 1521). However, cen- 
turies of gradual siltation after Magellan's visit 
fused the island with the mainland. 

“Those who are in rabid pursuit to resolve the first 
Mass controversy, and those who so far tend to rely 
on the “Limasawa arguments,” may not have to 
agree with Hontiveros data. But, asina courcof law 
where a previously resolved case can be reopened 
in the event of new testimony, the burden may now 
be on the NHI to review the case in the interest of 
historical ruth. Unfortunately, none among our his- 
tory experts may be able to resolve the impasse. 
Whar the NHI сап do, however, is to сай for Magel- 
lan scholars and navigation historians for this is, 
first and foremost, а navigational issue. 

А Manila television host once sneered at this 
controversy saying that we shouldn't be bothered 
about where the first Mass was held, anyway she 
herself was not in the habit of going to Mass. 
There аге many ways that Manila certainly does 
mot speak for the rest of us in the provinces. There 
also are many ways by which Manila must listen 
to us. Reading “Butuan of a Thousand Years" 
could be one of them. 


Comments to monta@sni:ph 


1998 for another member of Ninoy's generation 
(Joseph Estrada, born in the same decade) to take. 
over the reins of и, you get to apreci- 
ate just how the handover of leadership from one 
generation to the next was delayed due to martial 
law. Although Cory Aquino also belonged to 
поуз generation, her rise to power was not accom- 
panied by а transition to young leadership, И 
turned out instead to be the delayed assumption of 
power by those who were poised to assume it in 
1972 —with all the exhaustion (spiritual, mental 
and moral) caused by the delay. 

The fact is, during the First Quarter Storm, а 
transition from one generation to the next was in 
the works; while the generation to follow was 
poised to begin exercising its creative energies 
preparatory to eventual assumption of leader- 
ship. Instead of allowing this natural succession 
to proceed, Ninoy's generation was made to wait; 
the generation of young radicals in turn has had 
to wait also. Too much waiting cannot do any 
good in such a situation: by the time a person of 
ideas is finally allowed to try to make a differ- 
ence, the ideas that motivated him shall have ei- 
ther become irrelevant or shall have been tainted 
by the bitterness of delay. 

The sterile, poisonous triumph of martial law 
‘can be measured in the way that despite its hav- 
ing put to an end—Sept. 21, the false date it 
chose for its beginning, is the date even its ene- 
mies and survivors commemorate. The big lie 
that was the antedating of martial law to Sept. 21 
obscures the acrual signing of the martial law 
declaration on Sept. 22, and the arrests made in 
the dawn of Sept. 23. 

But beyond the enduring falsity of martial law, 
the billions stolen, the thousands Шей, it is the 
way our country’s growth since then has been 
robbed of the power and influence of ideas that 
we should truly mourn for. We are a nation so pil 
laged we can no longer think. 


‘Comments welcome at www quezon ph 
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Crime suspect 


CRIME stories are considered ordinary stuff in most newspa- 
pers, the INqunen included. The section of the newspaper 
‘here these reports come out depends, among others, on ће 
personalities involved and the manner by which the crime 

Last Sept4, the Ingumer published on its front page the 
photos of Nestor Silang who jumped from an overpass on 
Commonwealth Av- 
enue, Quezon City, 
while holding in his 
arms his one-year- 
eld son. The child 
died from intemal 

ries, ме 
Silang survived with 
broken legs. Silang 
was charged with 
thecrimecf parricide and has been denied bail while his case 
ison trial. 

‘The entire incident was caught on video and film. The TV 
evening news that day replayed the event several times. The 
following day, the radio commentators were one in con- 
demning Silang for his act. Before the viewing public, Silang 
was guilty beyond reasonable doubt for killing his own son. 

‘The correct description of Silang—suspect or crimi- 
nal—in media reports was a puzzler of sorts to reader Bryan 
Sotelo. He wrote: "When reading newspapers, 1 often find it 
confusing when I read the words suspect or ‘suspected.’ Be- 
cause here in the Philippines, those words automatically 
connote guilt, although that should not be the case. 

“I want to know if it is proper to use the word ‘suspect’ to 
describe a person ifthe whole nation has already seen him or 
her on video commit the crime? Or should the word ере, 
trator be used instead? As I understand it, the word suspect 
ds equivalent to alleged perpetrator and is lesser in intensity 
than the word ‘perpetrator’ Please correct me if 1 am 


wrong.” 
Publie show 

The readers observation that people who are named as 
crime suspects in our country are presumed or looked at as 
guilty is correct. Some law enforcement authorities have this 
habit of presenting crime suspects to the media and showing 
the "evidence" that supposedly proves their culpability for 
the crime being imputed to them. 

То add drama to the media presentation, the relatives of 
the victims are sometimes brought into the scene and al- 
lowed to vent their ire on the suspects. Once in a while, the 
suspects are given the opportunity to explain thelr side, But 
the overall effect of the coverage, especially if aired on tele- 
vision, is the viewers make conclusions about the 
guilt ofthe people who allegedly committed the crime. 

recall that during the last Congress, a congressman filed 
abill prohibiting the public presentation of crime suspects by 
the police because the act violates the constitutional provi- 
sion that all persons are presumed innocent unless proven 


ку. 

"The measure did not go beyond the first reading or refer- 
ralto а congressional committee for study. Our congressmen 
probably felt che bill was too minor to merit their precious 
time and attention. 

In spite of protests by various sectors of our sociery, this 
“crime-solving” technique continues. The publicity that the 
activity often generates—which gives the impression to the 
public thatthe authorities are doing thelr job efficiently —is 
Just too much to resist for some law enforcement officals. 

‘What's sad is, if the criminal charges are ordered dropped 
or the suspects are later acquitted, hardly any news about 
that vindication comes out in the media. 

Presumption 

I believe the presumption of innocence remains even ifthe 
public has seen a person commit a crime, as in the case of 
Silang. That person cannot be considered guilty until his cul- 
pability for the offense is resolved with finality by our 
courts, 

n the case of a trial cour, its judgment is deemed final 
when its decision is not appealed by the accused within the 
prescribed period. For verdicts that are appealed or are auto- 
matically reviewed by the Supreme Court, the finding of 
guilt becomes final when the appeals court renders its judg- 
ment. 

The fact that Silang was caught on film and video to have. 
caused the death of his son is no guarantee that he will be 
found guilty of parricide by our courts. He can escape crimi- 
nal liability if he is able to prove that he was insane at the 
time he grabbed his son and jumped from the overpass. 

Although a crime may have been committed, no criminal 
liability arises when the responsible party was not in control 
of his mental faculties at the time of the commission of the 
crime. In such a situation, the suspect will only be ordered 
confined to a mental institution for appropriate treatment. 
‘There is a possibility that he will be released to rejoin society 
if he completely regains his sanity. 

Thus, during a suspect's trial, I think the correct way to de- 
scribe him in news reports is either "suspect" or "accused." I 
seriously doubt if “perpetrator” would be a correct term con- 
sidering that the word connotes that he has been found to be 
the person who committed the crime in question. In my 
opinion, adding the word "alleged" before “perpetrator” will 
not make any difference; the stigma of guilt still attaches in 
spite of that qualifying word. 

Now comes the question of how to describe the suspect af- 
ter he is found guilty by a trial court. Unless he waives his 
right to appeal and opts to serve his sentence, 1 think he 
should continue tobe described as "accused" or suspect" be- 
саше there is still no final determination of his guilt. For all 
‘we know, a higher court might acquit him after taking anoth- 
cerlook at his case. 

There is an easy way out of this issue: simply refer to the 
accused by his surname in subsequent references to him in 
the news. Let the readers or TV viewers decide for them- 
selves whether to call him “suspect” or "convict." 

The readers! advocate may be reached at the following ad- 
dress: "The Readers’ Advocate” с/о Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue comer Yague and Mascardo Streets, 
Makati City. Or through fax nos. 897-4793 to 94, or reader- 
sadvocate@inguirer.com.ph, 


THEY SAID 


Too late 

“Had I known, I would have gladly given him all of 
и” 
“E ational athlete Sandra Araullo on the meager allowance she 
cts from the government, upon hearing мове Pero 
Totes committed suicide due ro financial and personal problems 
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OPINION 


Providing women with more options 


IN CONNECTION with Dr. Sylvia Estrada- 
Claudio's letter, "Secretary Dayrit's mis- 
taken views," (PDI, 9/7/04) may I make. 
the following clarification: 

First of all, it has never been my job or 
the job of the Department of Health to 
buy contraceptives. All contraceptive sup- 
plies, distributed free of charge through 
the government health care system in the 
past, were donated to the Philippines by 
foreign governments or organizations. АЁ. 
ter many years of this, many Filipinos 
have come to equate the government's 
role in maternal and child health and re- 
sponsible parenthood with the available 
approaches employed in only one of the 
many essential elements of maternal and 
child health and responsible parenthood. 
Jt does not spell out the totality of the 
DOH's work in this area. 

‘Admittedly, the focus of the Commis- 


sion on Population in the 1970s was the 
promotion and distribution of contracep- 
tives. However, PopCom has since 
evolved into a more enlightened agency 
that addresses a myriad other population 
issues within its mandate, such as migra- 
tion, human development, population 
and environment, human settlements, 
etc, even as it continues to acknowledge 
the importance of contraceptive distribu- 
tion. Rather than work ina small box, the 
present-day PopCom now works as а co- 
ordinative agency within a broad matrix 
of capabilities and services available in 
various government agencies and units. 
Statistics will show that the prevalence 
of contraceptive use has leveled off, and 
there is really no massive clamor among 
the Filipino people to have more and 
more free contraceptives. The observa- 
tions that hormonal preparations were 


used for gardening, and that stocks of un- 
wanted contraceptives just took up space 
in storerooms, are not just urban legends, 
but facts. Thus, financial resources, allot- 
ted by foreign donors to assist the govern- 
ments programs, could actually be better 
spent in other pursuits than purchasing 
contraceptives. 

"We should also demystify our percep- 
tions about the role of contraceptives in 
womens health, womens rights and 
healthy families. To equate access to con- 
traceptives with the reduction in mater- 
nal morbidity and mortality is simplistic. 
Equally flawed is the much-publicized 
gument that women are accorded the 
rights they deserve when they are made 
to use contraceptives. 

The majority of women who use these 
products are not wholly aware of the 
many effects they have on their health 


and lives, and of the other approaches 
that are available to them. Our govern- 
ment is now intent on providing much 
more than the options available in the 
pest It will also ensure adequate and 
honest information on the various modal- 
ities or approaches families can choose to 
‘ensure their health and well-being. 

It is our belief that women's rights, re- 
productive rights, and the right to health 
can only be realized within an environ- 
ment of informed choice. 
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"While the editorial singled out 
Bayan Muna's project in the Poly- 
technic University of the Philip- 
pines, it did not bother to see how 
the student center will benefit the 
students. We believe the editori- 
alls sarcasm is rooted in the IN- 
quiers lack of knowledge on the 
deplorable condition of the PUP 
‘and other state universities and 


‘The PUP badly needs overhaul- 
ing. To ilustrate, the sixth floor of 
the main building in Sta. Mesa gets 
flooded during the rainy season. 
‘The sealants can no longer close the 
holes on the roof. Class sizes range 
from 60 to 80 students, forcing 
them to occupy the corridors during 
dass hours. Some classrooms do 
not have lighting or ventilation. 
inventory of the dilapidated fa 


The PUR which has 14 branches 
and 56,000 students, suffers from. 
a meager subsidy The Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management. 
has proposed to allot P545.34 mil- 
lion for the PUP next year, an 
amount P2 6 million less than its 


When it comes to the interests of 
poor Juan, many of our public offi- 
cials become amnesiacs right after 
the elections. Self proclaimed de- 


d E 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2004 


*Good roads' need 
maintenance, repair 


INCONNECTION with the letter, "Repair. 
ing good roads," (PDI, 8/2/04) based ой 
a report from our National Capital Region 
office, we would like to inform the public 
that the cited repair works are being un- 
dertaken under the preventive maint 
nance program for year 2003. Most of the 
road pavements along Katipunan Avenue, 
especially on the Southbound lane (going 
tothe Libis area), have already scaled and 
bear minor cracks. 

Repair works on specific portions are 
started on a Friday night and are targeted 
for completion within the next two days 
зо as to make the roads passable on the 
following Monday. 

“JENNIFER D. PUNZALAN, 
officer in charge, 

Public Information Division, 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways, Manila 


Deplorable condition of SUCs 


WHILE we share your deep abhor- 
rence for corruption, the reason 
by which you attribute the fiscal 
crisis is one-sided. ("Oink, oink,” 
PDI editorial, 8/29/04) Тре gov- 
emment’s adherence to globaliza- 
tion (Le. tariff reduction, huge tax 
incentives for foreign investors) 
and bias for big business largely 
contribute to the fiscal crisis. 

We do not question the reports 
on the use of de Priority Develop- 
ment Assistance Fund. However, it 
is wrong to imply that the PDAF 
‘cannot be used for projects benefi- 


budget this year. 

Because of low subsidy, school 
charges have been increased by 67 
pereent to 100 percent. New fees 
have been imposed for such mat 
ters as shifting form, verification 
of grades per subject, readmission 
fee, change of subjec/curricu- 
lum/schedule, The majority of the 
PUP students are children of ordi 
nary workers and farmers who 
find it difficult to pay even just the 
Р12рег unit tuition fe. 

The situation in other SUCs is 
по better. For 2005, the proposed 
budget for SUCs is only P16.85 
billion. The DBM has proposed to 
give the Department of Education 
P111.04 billion. The total of these 
two allocations accounts for a 
measly 11.68 percent of the na- 
tional budget for 2005. ironically, 
the state's premier university will 
suffer the biggest budget cut. The. 
University of the Philippines Sys 
tem's budget will be slashed by al- 
most P67 million. 

No, we do not wish to rely on 
ош legislator pork barrel to 
shoulder the national gover: 
ments responsibility. We demand. 
that the Arroyo administration 
prioritize education over debt-ser- 
vicing and military expenditures 
If only the Arroyo administration 
provided education and other so- 
cial services for the people, we be- 
lieve that progressive legislators 
from Bayan Muna, Anakpawis and 
Gabriela would find no use for the 
pork barrel, 


—RIZZA RAMIREZ, 
national president, 

National Union of Students ofthe 
Philippines, 32-A Visayas Ave. 
San Isidro St. Galas, Quezon City 


Tired, disgusted and poor 


THE ELECTIONS are over. The 
victors, the elected ones, are now 
rejoicing. Meanwhile, poor Juan 
de la Cruz starts—again—to wait 
for the fulfillment of their promis- 
esas he watches the so-called pub- 
lic servants easily transform them- 
selves into masters of corruption 

greed. As recent events show, 
they are doubtless dynamic only 
in enriching themselves through 
their positions; they are brilliant 
only as far as their welfare is con- 


fenders of the oppressed and 
friends of the masses during the 
campaign, they tum traitors un- 
dermining Juan. And Juan has 
again to buckle down to work by 
his lonesome to save his children. 
from hunger and poverty. 

Is there still hope of changing 
the undesirable qualities of our 
politicians? Juan is now tired and 
disgusted. There is still a remedy. 
Dear God, help Juan to awaken 
the conscience of his “public ser- 
vants” for the sake of the country. 

JULIO MANALO CUETO, 
424Diamond Rd., 

Perlas Compound, 

Haiti re aimee Cy 
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‘By Tonette Orejas 

PDI Central Luzon Desk Cong 
ARAYAT, Pampanga—The National 

irrigation Administration bought Dadong 
"10 hectares of land in Barangay San 

Mateo here, spending almost P4 Dam made 
nillion since June although these ire diffi 
ere not occupied or affected by the life difficult 
‘gperations of a Japanese-funde 

‘Gong Dadong Dam, documents for us, say 
ety tenants 


Butthe agency has yet to pay damages to at 
least 81 tenants whose farms, covering 93 
ectares, had been submerged by backflow 
fg waters since the dam began operating in 
2002, according to barangay councilor Her- 
filito Femando, chair of the agriculture com- 
mittee, 

2 Mater from the Pampanga River and Rio 
‘Chico had spread to the farms in San Mateo 
instead of entering the artificial channel cre- 
ted for the diversion dam. The farms had 
fumed into swamplands. 

* Barangay councilor Florentino Salac said 
this happened because the NIA closed or 
partially opened the gates of the dam to 
аймай its maximum water level of 8.5 
meters. 

Т, The newly acquired 10-hectare property, 
‘omprising Lots 1051 and 7, is located east 
Of some of the submerged farms, maps 
showed. 


Old earth dike 
ii These are protected by an old but still 
functional earth dike and lined by irrigation 
çanals. The loums on Saturday saw rice 
Still planted in those lands. In contrast, wa- 
terlilies have grown on nearby flooded 
farms 

‚ Pointing to what used to be his plot, tenant 
Ricardo Lising said he used to cultivate toma- 
toes there during the dry season and com dur- 
"ing the wet season. 

«ve been unable to farm for almost two 
years now. That dam has made life very diffi- 
ШЕ for me and my family" Lising, who isin 
his 60s, said. 

Some 4 km away, the dam loomed south of 
the village. inst menpa 
‘The NIA had paid him and 28 other ten- 

ants atleast PS per square meter in “financial 
assistance for submerged farms,” according 
toa Feb. 28, 2003 letter from Antonio Gar- 
tia, assistant manager of the dam’s builder, 
‘the NIAS Pampanga Delta Development Pro- 
ject. 

a Fernando, also a tenant, said he and 51 
others have not received any financial help 


t. 
All of them are awaiting the promised 
‘damage compensation equivalent to P10 
‘pér square meter, he said. They are rush- 
fng to get ће payments as the МА an 
nounced it was wrapping up work for the 
PDDP 

= Only the dam will be maintained to irrigate 
some 11,000 hectares of land in eastern Pam- 
Banga, PDDP Manager Reynaldo Mencias 
said. 

"vin the case of the newly acquired 10 
Hectares, the NIA paid P38 for every square 
"meter. 

"In Lot 1051, which is almost 5 hectares, 
the NIA charged the landowners P280,000 
ik “representation/legal assistance,” doc- 
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‘uments showed. 
‘The agency deducted another P370,421 

in taxes, including capital gains tax suppos 

edly paid to the Bureau of Internal Rev- 


Right-of-way claims 

Erlinda Libor and four other owners of Lot 
1051 claimed they were "not aware" thatthe 
NIA acquired almost the whole property. She 
said they only got less than P150,000 each 
from the NIA. 

Tn February, the PDDP requested P69.306 
million for payments of right-of-way (ROW) 
claims on at least 351 hectares of land. The 


now, Equitable PCI Bank has always been your 
better halfin providing all your banking needs.: poe 


original ROW budget was Р50 million, doc- 
uments showed. 

Mencias earlier confirmed the project 
Һай displaced 816 farmers in Arayat. Не 
said ina phone interview he was verifying if 
the case of Lots 1051 and 7 was a likely win- 
dow to alleged anomalous transactions on 
ROW. 

Mencias, Garcia and cashier Lucia 
Quiambao were the signatories in checks for 
ROW payments. 

“The flooding of farms in San Mateo, Men- 
ias said, was “not anticipated.” Thus, he 
added, the compensation was not included in 
the project costs. 
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Flood victims seek gov't compensation 


Requests for additional funds had al- 
ready been made, he said. 

The dam, built on a P3.4-billion loan from 
Japan, not only displaced many tenants in 
San Mateo. Barangay Councilor Randy Lustre 
said the floods last month were the worst to 
have hit the village since the floods in 1972. 

"It reached up to chest high. For five days, 
we lived on the roofs of our houses,” said 
Roberto Bonilla, 70. 

Floods used to be below the waist and last- 
edonly two days, he recalled: 

The strong currents have eroded a 2-km 
stretch of the San Mateo banks, forcing many 
families there to move away. 
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By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—Environmental- 
ists, who have been mustering 
the support of volunteer beach 
cleaners along the coast of Que- 
zon province, expressed mixed 
feelings of jubilation and dismay 
during Friday's celebration of the 
19h ^ Intematioal Coastal 
Cleanup Day. 

Juliet Borion of the Tanggol 
Kalikasan, who coordinated the 
event, said the multitude that 
trooped to the village of Dalahi- 
can confronted not assorted litter 


SETA but minimal trash. 
‘ м ой м “Its a wonderful Saturday 
ARMY soldiers from the Southern Luzon Unified Command join the cleanup on Dalahican beach in ‘morning compared to previous 


Quezon province. раяннацдяруизолнаншдонияшш Coastal cleanup days. It seemed 
‹ р 
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that the residents have already 
learned the virtue of clean sur- 
roundings,” Borlon told news- 
men. 

But in Barra Village near the 
delta of the city's main river that 
ends in Tayabas Bay, another 
member of Tanggol Kalikasan 
found that the close to 1,000 
mangroves that were planted by 
volunteers two years ago had all 
died, apparently due to toxic 
waste coming from a factory up- 
stream. 

“It’s a disgusting sight, espe- 
cially on a day such as this when 
we commune with nature,” said 
Janet Geneblazo-Buelo, who al- 
3o hosts a weekly program, 
“Kasama ng Kalikasan,” on radio 
ёт, 

She said her group would im- 
‘mediately conduct an investi 
tion and file a case against the 
erring firm. 

"Those mangroves represent а 
symbolical effort of volunteers to 
protect the environment, then 
they were just easily wasted be- 
cause of irresponsible waste dis- 
posal,” she said. 


Picnic garbage 
Borlon said thousands of vol- 
unteers—students, Citizens 


Army Training cadets, govern- 
ment and private employees, 
civieminded residents, soldiers 
and policemen—joined the 
cleanup activities in the coastal 
villages. 

Some of the volunteers came 
from as far as the coasts of Ra- 
gay Gulf and Lamon Bay, she 
said. 

“Based on the initial feed- 
back that! received and the low 
volume of trash along the 
shore, most of the coastal resi- 
dents are now practicing 
coastal cleanup year-round,” 
Borlonsaid. 
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dismayed at beach cleanup 


"The garbage that we picked 
‘up was mostly left behind by pic- 
nickers," said Gary Palma, a se- 
nior at the Quezon National High 
School. 

Staff members of Quezon 
Rep. Proceso Alcala, the prime 
mover behind the Tayabas Bay 
protection and rehabilitation, 
distributed flyers to the coastal 
residents, explaining the im- 
portance of garbage segrega- 
tion, з 

“Educating the people and 
teaching them the virtue of clean 
surroundings is a continuing pro- 
cess and practice. We always have 
to genind the people” Ala 
Divers’ version ў 

He said the local group of 
divers would also conduct their 
own version of cleanup soon. “It’s 
ош annual underwater cleanup 
дау” 

Alcala said close to 100 artifi- 
cial reefs had already been 
placed in different parts of the 
bay. 

“During weekends, Боа 
loads:of youngsters could be 
seen having a field day harvest 
ing different kinds of fish sim- 
ply by means of hook, line and. 
sinker. They sell the catch for 
their school allowance," Alcala. 

Esie Verso of the provincial 
Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources re 
called that in the past, the 
beach fronting the rows of fish- 
ermen's shacks were littered 
with “grenades” or human 
waste. : 

"It is now a thing of the past,” 
she said, 

Marcel Magadia, Dalahican 
chair, said eight public toilets had 
been built in strategic parts of the 
barangay. 


‘We are sorry, no. ` 


cleanup for us today 


By Delfin Mallari Jr. 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


LUCENA CITY—As' the 
throng of volunteers swept 
the long shore of the Dalahi- 
can beach, at least 54 fa 
lies occupying the southern 
end ofthe coastline could not 
help simply watching the 
yearly activity. 

“Every year, we have also 
participated in the coastal 
cleanup. But this time, even if 
we want o join the volunteers, 
we simply can't because we are 
facing our own life-and-death 
battle. We are sory, there is no 
cleanup for us today" Delia 
Naldo, 

Naldo's house was among 
those demolished last 
Wednesday by persons al- 
legedly hired by a certain fam- 
ily that, residents said, was 
claiming the site as part of its 
sixchectare property in the ad- 
Jacent area. 

Heavily armed members of 
the citys police Special 
Weapons and Tactics (Swat) 
team allegedly assisted the de- 
molition crew. 


Court order 

Most of the shacks were flat- 
tened to the grounds. Some 
children were seen still rum- 
maging for whatever they 
could salvage inside the struc- 
tures. 

Naldo said the demolition 
crew arrived at around 9 a.m. 
“They just showed us a court 
order for the demolition. Most 
of us simply cried because all 
the males in the area were out 
either fishing or pedaling 
‘padyak’ (tricycle) for a living," 
she said. 

‘The residents said that for a 
Jong time, they had been living 
in the area being claimed by 
two families. "But not one of 
them can show us proof, such 
as a title, that the land really 
legally belongs to them,” Nal- 
dosaid. 

‘According to Marcel Maga- 
dia, barangay chair, the settlers 
and one of the families had 
been battling in court for sever- 
alyearsalready. 

“Apparently, they lost the 
case, thats why the ejectment 
‘order was issued by the court. 


“м 


It's a legal question,” he said. 
“They were duly informed of 
the impending ejectment even’ 
before the election. They could’ 
тог feign ignorance of thé 
case.” 


Relief assistance D 

Magadia said the local so- 
cial welfare department and’ 
the barangay office had been- 
assisting the displaced fami- 
lies. 

Betty Riego, who claimed 
of having worked for the fam- 
ily for eight years, insisted: 
that the site was no longer 
part of its property. “I know’ 
where their ‘muhon’ (proper- 
ty line marker) is. Way, way 
far from our location, she 
said, 

The menfolk said they 
were always on guard be- 
cause of the threat that their 
shattered houses would be 
set on fire. "We will not leave 
this place unless we are fully 
convinced that this land real- 
ly belongs to them,” Naldo 
said. 

‘Most fishermen in the area 
are members of the militant 
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang 
Mamamalakaya sa Pilipinas or 
Pamalakaya, while the women 
are affliated with Bayan Mu- 
та. 

‘The residents have formed 
the “Kapatiran sa Dulong 
Buhangin. 

“Formerly, this site was full 
of thorny aroma. But we devel- 
oped this intoa livable commu- 
nity" Naldo said. 

fe also managed to main- 
tain the cleanliness of the 
beach in front of us because 
we know that garbage 
thrown in the sea could affect 
the catch of our fishermen- 
husbands someday" she 
said. 

She added: "The pristine. 
beach also serves as the 
playground of our chil- 
dren.” 

The residents said they 
could not just simply raise 
their arms in surrender. "We 
have nowhere to go. What is 
being offered to us by City 
Hall is only temporary reloca» 
tion in the abandoned airport 
in Barangay Ibabang Iyam,” 
Naldo said. 
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TAMBOANGA CITY—Al 
can servicemen participating in a military raid 
in Tawi-Tawi in May that led to the killing of 
“three villagers may trigger a House inquiry, 
Deputy Speaker Gerry Salapuddin said. 
7. But Salapuddin said he wanted Tawi:Tawi 
Rep. Anuar Abubakar to "Пе the necessary reso- 
ludon in Congress so that we will have legal basis 
"fora congressional inquiry in aid of legislation.” 
" Байер villagers in Sitangkai town filed com- 
~ plains of murder and human rights abuses before 
‘the Commission on Human Rights against four 
1%05 servicemen, and Philippine military and police 
"fils who raided Umapoy sand on May 25. 
* Atleast 11 islanders меге rounded up and 
tortured, and three of them were later killed, 
they alleged. 
7. Military officials have admitted that a raid 
‘Was conducted on the island, but it was 
against Abu Sayyaf bandits hiding there. 
ief, Lt. Gen. Roy 
Xyamko, said three bandits were killed and 
eight others were captured. There was no 
mention of any participacion of US forces. 
he residents, Іей by Barangay Sipangkot 
wir Aldo Bara, said those killed were not 
^ Abu Sayyaf members but seaweed farmers. 
" "The US servicemen fired their machine 
guns at the villagers, they said. 
Salapuddin said that ве charges were true, 
‘hen the American servicemen violated the pro- 
> visions ofthe Visiting Forces Agreement. 
He said the presence of US troops in Min- 
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danao were sanctioned by the VFA but only 7 
for joint RUS military exercises, not actual 
combat operations with Filipino soldiers. 

Akbayan Rep. Etta Rosales called on the 
Department of Foreign Affairs to conduct a 
separate inquiry "to determine the culprits or 
suspects who have been shooting those inno- 
cent civilians mistaken as Abu Sayyaf” 

"They should be arrested. We are con- 
demning the act, more so if there were Ameri- 
can soldiers involved because it was not stipu- 
lated in the Visiting Forces Agreement," Ros- 
ales told the INqumta. 

‘Anak Mindanao Rep. Mujiv Hataman said 
the DFA should also file a diplomatic protest 
over the reported participation of American 
soldiers in the operation in Tawi-Tawi. 

Vice President Noli de Castro told reporters 
here Friday that he was inclined to wait for 
the result of the CHR investigation. 

‘Southcom chief, Ма} Gen. Generoso Senga, de- 
nied that American troops were involved in the 
тий, which he described as a legitimate operation’ 

“On the part of the AFP action was taken, 
there was investigation done and there was no 
finding of human rights violation,” Senga said. 

Jose Manuel Mamauag, CHR director for 
Westem Mindanao, said the complainants 
were “very credible.” 

РО1 Montahal Que, a local policeman, "at- ! 
tested that American soldiers participated in 
the operation," he said. Julie S. Alipala, PDI 
‘Mindanao Bureau 


Soldiers capture NPA leader i 


DAVAO CITY—Government troops arrested 
‘an alleged leader of the communist New Peo- 
ples Army (NPA) in Sitio Malitbog, Barangay 
Nanyo, Panabo City on Thursday afternoon. 

ol. Eduardo del Rosario, Task Force Davao 
‘Commander, said Manuel Ramos, alias Com- 

' mander Pepoy, was arrested by virtue of sev- 
ега! arrest warrants issued in connection with 

“a string of criminal cases. 

Del Rosario said Ramos, alleged head of 
the NPAs Front Committee 52, was involved 
ina series of bus and equipment burning cas- 
es and harassment of civilians in Магов, 
‘Baguio and Paquibato districts here. 

‘Members of the 73rd Infantry Battalion 
bagged Ramos at around 4 p.m. at his house 
in PurokS in Sitio Malitbog. 


4 Negros women held 
by prostitution ring 


BACOLOD CITY—Four Ne- 
grense women who were forced 
into prostitution were being 
held by a syndicate in Sabah, 
Malaysia, the Overseas Work- 
ers Welfare Administration said 
Friday. 

Rep. Ignacio Arroyo (Negros 
Occidental, Sth district) said he 
was informed by the Owwa that 
the women were still in Sabah 
and efforts would be made to res- 


sary, 

cue them. Former 
‘The women, who are natives 

of Hinigaran Himamaylan, 


Cauayan and Candoni, were re- 
cruited to work in karaoke bars 
in Sabah but ended up in prosti- 
tution dens. 

Provincial officials learned 
about their plight when one of 
the women was able to send a 
text message to Vice Gov. Isidro 
Zayco saying that they were 


women. 


Former provincial board mem- 
ber Enrique Montilla, who has 
„been assisting Arroyo in the 
search for the four, said "the 
Owwa has confirmed that they 
are stillin the clutches of a syndi- 
cate that has forced them into 
prostitution.” 

Arroyo said he would also 
seek the help of the Malaysian 
ambassador if this was neces- 


Lozada, who now hosts the 
weekly “OFW Hotline" televi- 
sion show over ANC cable 
channel, said Malaysian Em- 
bassy officials had given assur- 
ance that they would trace the 


Gov. Joseph Marañon ad- 
vised women applying for jobs 
abroad to be careful so that 
they would not fall into the 


But a human rights group, Karapatan, de- 
scribed the arrest as illegal. 

Ariel Casilao, Karapatan secretary general, 
questioned the enforcement of the arrest wa: 
rants, saying that the soldiers did not coordi 
nate with the Panabo police. 

Casilao said the incident was plain abduc- 
tion after witnesses told them that the soldiers 
came in plainclothes, wore bonnets, and were 
on board a multicab without a license plate. 

He claimed that Ramos’ wife Dolores and 
2-year-old daughter Mylene were taken. 

But Del Rosario said Dolores and Mylene 
жеге not arrested. “They just went with 
Ramos when they were brought to the 73rd IB 
headquarters," hesaid. Anthony's. Allada, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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duped by their recruiter and hands of unscrupulous re- 

had become victims of white cruiters. Carla R Gomes, PDI 

slavery. Visayas Bureau 
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. NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING m 
| ‘OF THE STOCKHOLDERS OF E-———:3du 


2004 at 3:30 pom, at Araullo Univers 
| following Agenda: 


Call to Order 
Notice and Quorum 


sere 


Reduction in Par Value 
Election of Directors 
‘Adjournment 


| a Nee Meg a 


Г PAMANTASAN NG ARAULLO (ARAULLO UNIVERSITY), INC. 


Please be notified of the Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of the 
| Pamantasan ng Araullo (Araullo University), Inc. to be held on 04 October 
у, Cabanatuan City, with the 


Ratification of Appointment of Extemal Auditor 
Reading and Approval of Annual Report and 

| ‘Audited Financial Statements foc Fiscal Year 2003-2004 
Amendments of Articles of Incorporation and By-laws 
Increase in Authorized Capital Stock. 


| ATTY, TROY A. LUNA 
Corporate Secretary 
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Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes when he 
voiced support for the legalization of the ille- 
gal numbers game. 

‘Dominguez said the governments admis- 
sion that the country was in fiscal crisis made 
the legalization of jueteng “more plausible 
and attractive.” 

"(f we) legalize all numbers games, local 
government units can generate an income 
and do away with their internal revenue allot- 
ments," he a 

Dominguez, chair of the House games and 
amusement committee in the 9th and 10th 
Congress, said that 10 years ago, his commit- 
tee prepared reports that the government was 
set to earn as much as P12 billion from legal- 
ized jueteng. He, however, did not explain 
how the committee arrived at the figure. 

“In 1994, when we made our comprehen- 
sive consultations across the country, jueteng 
was based only in Luzon because the Visayas 
had masiao and Mindanao had 'endin" 
Dominguez said. 

“Now jueteng is rampant. (Its) every- 
where," he said 

‘Domingues bill includes othe ilegal numbers 
games such as masiao, bolalai (which is based on 
Jai alai) and ending (based on the Philippine Bas- 


Lawmaker urges legalized 
‘jueteng’ to ease fiscal crisis 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER j 


Xetball Association's final game scores). 

Under Dominguez's scheme, the govem- 
ment would get 40 percent of the gross in- 
come from jueteng, while the kubrador (col- 
lector) or bookie would get 10 percent and 
the operator, 50 percent. 

The governments take would be divided 
among the municipal government (20 per- 
cent), the provincial government (10 per- 
cent) and the national government (10 per- 
cent). 

Аз fora chartered city, it will get 30 percent 
while the remaining 10 percent would go to 
the national government. 

"The cabo (chief collector) and rebisador 
(bet reviewers) will be eased out because the 
current setup in towns and cities shows that. 
they are responsible for rigging jueteng 
draws, according to Dominguez. 

“Actually, one of the main purposes of the 
bill is to protect the betting public. Drawing 
the winners nowadays is not transparent,” he 
said 

The cabo and rebisador look at the number 
combinations that have the least number of 
bets and make them the winners, he said. 

"Computerizing the process would draw 
more bettors,” he said. “Once jueteng is legal- 
ized, we will have twice or thrice the number 
of bettors now" 


Panasonic 


ideas for life 
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tyrs from Panay Island were read amid strains 
of "Pag-ibig sa Tinubuang Lupa," a song usu- 
ally played during protest rallies. 

The eight-foot-tall and six-foot-wide land- 
mark, made of concrete and granite tiles, 
stands near the center of historic Plaza Liber- 
tad. 

Human rights groups—Panay Alliance- 
Karapatan, Mothers and Relatives against 
‘Tyranny (Martyr), Samahan ng mga Ex-De- 
tainees Laban sa Detensyon at para sa 
Ашпезнуа (Selda), and the Ecumenical 
Movement for Justice and Peace—led a fund 
campaign that raised P80,000 for the project. 


3 clenched fists 
Three arms with clenched fists emerge 
from the structure. Architect Joemarie Moleta 


HUMAN rights advocates and relatives of martial law victims remember their martyred loved ones during the 
blessing and unveiling of a monument n ойо City. 


Monument honors victims 
of martial law in Iloilo City 


said the figures depicted the struggle of wom- 
children and men to break free of oppres- 
sion and repression. 
A similar monument was erected in Roxas 
City in Capiz in December 2000. 


Reminder of ‘dark days’ 

Jaro Archbishop Angel Lagdameo, who led 
the rites, said the monument in Iloilo City was 
а reminder of the “dark days” after martial 
law was declared on Sept. 21, 1972. 

He said the dictatorship was a chapter in 
the country’s history that should be remem- 
bered, “not to ВИ ourselves with hatred ... but 
to fill ourselves with gratitude that we have 
been delivered from it." 

At the same time, he prayed “that the mar- 
wrs and desaparecidos (missing) of this 
regime may find justification, deliverance 
and salvation in the next life.” 

Jocelyn Manaay, 
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Inquirer Libre's Weather Person. She was confident this would be a big hit among 
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the chair of Martyr, 
said the fallen patri- 
ots surely never ex- 
pected such a monu- 
ment to be erected, 
since еу "had 
sought по recogni- 
tion. 

“We salute them 
because despite the 
risk and amid their 
fears, they perse- 
vered,” Manaay 
said. "We must not 
[consider] із 
monument [as] just 
a cold slab of stone. 
We must continue 
to live the ideals 
that they died for.” 

Samuel Tomato, 
secretary general of 
Panay Alliance-Kara- 
patan, said that 18 
years after the dicta- 
tors ouster, the vic- 
tims’ families were 
stillin the dark 

On top of this, he 
said, “instruments of 
the dictatorship" re- 
mained, He cited the 
“no permit, no rally 
policy” that Marcos 
imposed under Batas 
Pambansa No. 882, 
warrantless. arrests, 
and summary execu- 
tion of activists and 
political dissenters. 


1 
i» 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—An all- ment in Malaysia next month, expedite the peace process.” ered as negotiators. once a peace deal is signed. and sentiments of the MILE” 


Muslim team from the House of Deputy Speaker for Mindanao “We will (speak with the MILF) Ви he said there were three — Salapuddin said issues dis Hesaid that despite lack of time? 
Representatives has been const Gerry Salapuddin said Friday. аз ambassadors. There might be major issues the team hoped to cussed during the backchannel the team was hopeful it could 
tuted for back-channel talks with ^ Salapuddin told the INQumem certain issues they may want to tackle withthe MILF leadership. talks would be tackled when the achieve something significant. 

the leadership of the Moro Islam- the team, which was formed by confidetousthatwecenrespond These were the MILF's de- team reports to Congress. Salapuddin said Maguindanao. 


ic Liberation Front (MILF) ahead Speaker Jose de Venecia, would to,” said Salapuddin, one of the mand for a United Nations-su- He said the team's recommen- Rep. Simeon Datumanong had, 
Of peace talks with the govem- “help the national government leaders of the team, when asked pervised referendum, similar to dations would be submitted to started communicating with 


ifthis was ап official mission. а: conducted in East Timor, to President Macapagal-Arroyo. MILF chair Murad Ebrahim to fi- 


‘Salapuddin said that because determine the fate of the Апак Mindanao Rep. Mujiv nalize the terms of the meeting. 
the congressmen belonged to Bangsamoro people; the issue Hataman, a member of the "Ме are just waiting for Ней? 
the legislative branch of govern- on ancestral domain, and the team, said their mission "is go-signal,"hesaid. Julie S. Ali- 
ment, they could not be consid- demobilization of MILF forces more оп getting the real feeling pala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Advanced Security Solutions 


100% Digital | 


AMAZINGLY AFFORDABLE 


PRICES — ——34 | 
е 


Digital Video Recorder System 
16 Camera inputs 


er 


{_P36,600.00 ; 
Fingerprint Time & Attendance! 
Access Contro System 


‘Stand-alone and Network ready 
Includes communication controller 


ose convene  ( P106,000.00 } 7 


CCD Camera wi Lens И 


High Speed Dome Camera 
wi Day/Night Function 


L P5,300.00 вез housing. bracket 


‘and power supply 


| 
| 
j 


Е реж 47 | 26 a 
@ E WU Dealers à D rations КО, Resort 
| 5,800.00 welcome 


varifold architectural products, inc. 


6 the art of defining space 
TLU pata systems, ime. ' (622 8220202 эт Kalayaan esca Makati Cy Te кәк: I2 Q7 to 232208 = Fax: 882.0289 


Fax: (632) 6320809 m— 


urity Selations. 


‘Source: Tmeto Ac (SPPR 2001) 


At the International Conference on Population and Development in 1994, 
the Philippines vowed to improve men's participation in family planning (FP), equalize the FP burden à 
between women and men and heighten gender sensitivity. 


Now, 10 years after ICPD, 
More men are aware of family planning. 
But only 2 out of 10 men use contraceptive methods!* 
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DAPAT INTENSE ANG SOLUSYON. 


imernational Conference ол Population and Development (1998-2008) 


А call for strong partnership and immediate action by government, 
кш о civil society and the private sector - for the cause of Filipino women, 
men, children and youth. 
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decry cut in pork 


From page Al 


Casio and Joel Virador of Bayan Muna, 
Crispin “Ка Bel” Beltran and Rafael "Ka 
Paeng” Mariano of Anakpawis, and Liza 
Maza of Gabriela have joined most of their 
colleagues in the party-ist bloc in protesting 
the prospect of getting only P10 million each 
їп pork barrel for the last six months of the 
yea. 

“They said they must get their full share of 
P35 million each for the second half of 2004. 

Each member of the House of Representa- 
tives is allotted P70 million in Priority Devel 
‘opment Assistance Funds (PDAF), the official 
пате of the pork barrel, every year and each 
senator, P200 million. 

Pork barrel refers to the funds in the na- 
tional budget for projects identified by mem- 
bers of Congress primarily for the purpose of 
ingratiating themselves with their con- 
stituents. It is a source of kickbacks and cam- 
paign funds for unscrupulous members. 

The Catholic Church and other groups have 
urged lawmakers to give up their pork in the 
face of the fiscal crisis. 

«In a letter dated Sept. 9 to Speaker Jose de 
Venecia Jr, the party-list representatives 
protested the "uneven and grossly unfair allo- 
cation” of the PDAR 

“it is our collective conviction that each 
House member is equally distinguished and 
honorable," they wrote De Venecia. 

The lawmakers signed the letter just days 
after their “polities of change" bloc declared 
that they were renouncing the pork barrel 
amid the public clamor for its abolition. 

To help narrow the budget deficit next year, 
Malacañang cut by 40 percent the pork barrel 
allocation of legislators in the proposed bud- 
get for 2005. 


For scrapping 

‘An Aug. 30 statement by Bayan Muna read: 
“Ocampo ... categorically and confidently 
stated today that his group is for the serap- 
ping of the current pork barrel system which 
is being exploited by selfish and partisan in- 
terests.” 

їп his statement of Aug. 29, Ocampo de- 
clared: “Bayan Muna would confidently em- 
brace a political setup without the pork bar- 

Tn contrast, the ideological rivals of Ocam- 
роз group did not sign the "Dear Mr. Speaker” 
letter. They were Representatives Loretta Ann 
Rosales, Mario Aguja and Theresia Hon- 
tiveros-Baraquel of Akbayan and Rep. Renato 
Magtubo of Partido ng Manggagawa. 

Akbayan and Partido ng Manggagawa are 
identified with camps that had bolted the 
mainstream leftist movement, 

The other party-list lawmakers who signed 
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the Sept. 9 letter to De Venecia were Guiller- 
mo Cua (Coop-Natco), Ernesto Gidaya (Veter- 
ans Federation Party), Sunny Rose Madamba 
(Association of Philippine Electric Coopera- 
tives), Eulogio Magsaysay (Alliance of Volun- 

icators) and Rodante Marcoleta (Ala- 


god). 

Ernesto Pablo (Apec), Florencio Noel (An 
Waray), Hans Christian Seferes (Buhay), A 
‘mad Tomawis (Ang Laban ng Indiginong Fil- 
ipino), Rene Velarde (Buhay) and Joel Vil- 
Janueva (Citizen's Battle Against Corruption) 
also signed, 


Unfair allocation 

‘Among those who didnot sign the letter 
were Representatives Benjamin Cruz 
(Вићау), Mujiv Hataman (Anak Mindanao) 
and Edgar Valdez (Арес) 

"This is to formally convey our collective 
concern and resentment over the uneven and 
grossly unfair allocation of the PDAF to 
some—if not most—of our colleagues in the 
party-list (bloc) the signatories said. 

Citing information from Rep. Rolando An- 
дауа Jr. (LR Camarines Sur), the signatories 
said some of them “may end up with only P10 
million each for the last six months of fiscal 
year 2004 with the P25 million balance to be 
settled later" 

Because the 13th Congress opened in July, 
each House member is entitled to P35 million, 
not the full P70 million. 

‘The party-list lawmakers said Andaya, who 
chairs the House appropriations committee, 
told them that there were only 19 party-list 
lawmakers in 2003 as opposed to 24 who 
were elected this year, 

‘There are also three new House members 
representing newly created legislative dis- 
tries. 

“He (Andaya) holds the view that be- 
cause the 2004 budget was а reenacted one, 
he allegedly finds it extremely difficult to 
cover, budget-wise, a bigger number not 
previously anticipated," the party-list law. 
makers said. 

They argued that it was their “well-consid- 
ered position that the 19 party-list represen- 
tatives, who were members, of the 12th 
Congress, had no vested or inchoate right 
over the fiscal year 2004 budget.” 
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deter the South Koreans. 

"Before the Abu Sayyaf attack, Dos 
Palmas never marketed itself 
abroad,” says Leeds Trompeta, the re- 
sorts marketing manager. 

“We found the foreign market, es- 
pecially the South Koreans, were less 
susceptible to those (terrorism) con- 
cerns. 


Repackaged 

When the resort reopened in 
‘March 2002, it was repackaged for 
the Asian market 

More than 1,500 South Koreans 
checked in last year, and their num- 
bers topped 1,300 in the first seven 
months of 2004, making up as much 
as 70 percent of its patrons. 

‘The Koreans know little about the 
May 2001 kidnapping. But they don't 
seem to be bothered by it either. 

Schoolteacher Soo Jin-song, 26, 
who was thrilled by the scuba-div. 
ing, fishing and sojourns to sur- 
rounding small islets, says: "Is no 
problem to me. It happens every- 
where.” 

“I have been to Bintang, Indone- 
sia, but Dos Palmas is better," she 
says. 

"Korea is also dangerous," com- 
ments vacationing housewife Jung 
Yoon-hee, 40, Afer all, hostile North 
Korea lies just across the border back 
home, she notes. 

Trompeta says the resort now has 
the same occupancy levels as before 
the Abu Sayyaf raid. 

Lotte Tours, a South Korean travel 
agency began offering a charter pack- 
age out of Seoul in June via the na- 
tional flag carrier, Philippine Airlines. 
‘The flights land in Puerto Princesa, a 
50-minute boat ride away from Dos 
Palmas. 

А $1,100-package buys a tourist 
three days of fun in the tropical re- 
son. 

The charter flights boosted Dos 
Palmas occupancy rate to 90 percent 
in the normally lean months of July 
and August, Trompeta says. Charter 
flights resume in January 

Не said gross profits should rise 
42.8 percent from 2003 to about 
P100 million this year. 


23 new members 

"They asserted that "no one can anticipate 
with certainty the outcome of the party-list 
elections of 2004." 

“Second, in 2003, and notwithstanding the 
fact that seven party-list representatives came 
in only in July of said year... each one was al- 
lotted P70 million of PDAF" the legislators 
said. 

‘They also pointed out thatthe staffing sum- 
mary of the national budget proposal for fis 
cal year 2005 "shows аса total of 259 mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives were 
earmarked for the fiscal years 2003, 2004 and. 
2008." 

“This means that the 2003-2005 budget ap 
proximated at least 50 party-list representa 
tives. There are only 24 party-list representa 
tives this year, and a total of 236 House mem- 
bers—or an aggregate balance of 23 more 
House members.” 

‘They noted that the Party-List System Act 
or Republic Act No. 7941 “provides that par- 
ty-list representatives shall be entitled to 
the same salaries and emoluments as regu 
Jar members of the House of Representa 
tives.” 

Magtubo said someone asked him to sign 
the letter but he declined, "The Partido ng 
Manggagawa is consistent with its stand that 
the pork barrel should be abolished, especial 
lyin this time of fiscal crisis,” he said. 

“in the first place, legislators are first and 
foremost lawmakers. We make laws. We are 
mot project managers," Magtubo said. 

In a separate interview, Akbayan's Rosales 
said her colleague, Aguja, had previously 
signed the petition but withdrew it later 

“Akbayan is for the abolition of pork. We 
are just being consistent,” Rosales said. 


Attraction 

‘The Asian tourists are attracted by 
Dos Palmas’ atmosphere of an exclu- 
sive beach resort seemingly located in 
the middle of the ocean although it is 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2004 


‘Geb Wistar 


tT 
EU ађан 

ANITALIAN cameraman examines a starfish during a trip toa smallislet of 

the Dos Palmas resort. т 


competitively priced and quite acces- 
sible, Trompeta says. 

A guest on average spends $250 for 
a three-day stay on the 24-hectare is- 
and, 

The resort has its own power plant, 
waste treatment facility and desalina 
tion plant. Security has been discreet- 
ly beefed up to avoid a repeat of the 
kidnappings. 

Watchtowers and a multimillion- 
dollar radar system check for any 
unauthorized boats in the area. 

A cadre of Marines as been posted 


at Arreceffi to train the security 
guards and other resort personnel. 

"If trouble breaks out, we will 
back these guys up,” a Dos Palmas 
waiter told AFP pointing to the M- 
16-toting guards while he cradled a 
government-issued Garand rifle on 
hislap. 

Trompeta says Filipinos are return- 
ing to Dos Palmas as well. 

“You can see the perception 
change. People have put it behind 
them and are giving us another 
chance.” AFP 
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ports, maritime 2 220000 
facilities secure 


By Clarissa S. Batino eign vessels could opt motto ship пог any of its last ten 
dock on local ports that have ports of callis not ISPS-com- 
THE UNITED States has пог complied with the new pliant. 
cleared Philippine ports and global standards. ‘The transport offical said 
maritime facilities intermsof Реліз, head of the coun- the positive development 
security and adequate safe- try’sOffice for Transportation should allay the fears of ex- 
{guards against terrorism, ас. Security, said that not being porters and importers, busi- 
Cordingto the transportation included in the US Coast nessmen engaged in intema- 
department. Guard list meant that there tional maritime trade, and 

‘Transport Undersecretary were adequate antiterrorism the country’s maritime sec- 
Cecilio Penilla said the US measures in place in the tor 
Coast Guard, in a Sept. 9 advi- Philippines port and mar- “We should always be on 
sory did not include the Philip- _itime facilities. our toes and ensure that port 
pines in thelist of 17 countries The ISPS Code was абор security measures under the 
hot in full compliance with the ed by the International Маг. ISPS Code are effectively and 
пев international pore security itime Organization to ensure responsibly implemented," 
requirements. the safety and security of all he stressed. 

The International Shipand ships and ports all over the He said ISPS Code compli- 
Port Facility Security (ISPS) world. ant ports must consistently 
Code prescribed by ће Unit- The Code, tobe strictly en- follow the international secu- 
ed Nations carry provisions forced effective July 1, sets rity requirements, set a high- 
against anti-terrorism and Фе standards by which ships er benchmark for security, 
port security, following the and ports will be allowed to and execute a declaration of 
September 2001 terrorist at- transport and handle goods security that details specific 
tacks on the United States. traded by sea arrangement between vessels 

Withoutan ISPS clearance, Philippine shipments to and port facilities. 
Philippine vessels may not be фе United States, for exam- — The ISPS Code amends ће 
allowed to dock at a foreign ple, run the risk of being re- 30-year-old Safety of Life at 
роп the same way that for- fused entry if, neither the Sea Convention or SOLAS. 


Stray bullet kills boy MISSING ` 
rescuing pet rabbit 


By Edson C. Tandocjr. muzzle and hit the boy in 

d the belly police said. 
TRWAS all too sudden and However, Allen 32, а 
udexpected. cousin of Parohinog, told 

‘Cris Diey Parohinog, 11, the Inqumn a somewhat 
was only trying to rescue different story. 

i pet rabbit when а gun Allen said that when the. 
hidden under a TV rack rabbit got stuck under the 
wentoffand killedhim. TV rack, the boy got an um- 

Jt was gathered that brella and began poking 
Parohinog was playing under the furniture in an 
witha abicthac was given efort 1o free his et 
him asa giftby an uncle Suddenly, Allen added, se 
who bought the animal in as Parohinog was probing JAY MENDOZA 
Baguio. under the TV rack, a gun- 

‘Atabout 10:30 p.m., the shot rang out. JACINTO Rivera Mendoza, also 
rabbit reportedly crawled None of his parents ог known as Jay Mendoza, 21, lef 
and got stuck under their immediate family members home on Sept. 12 at 8:30 a.m. to 
Ту rack in the living room could be reached to con- attend Mass at the Presentation EMP-81 | EMP-61 
of their home in Kaunlaran firm any of the stories. of Child Jesus Parish, BF Homes, XGA 20001m | ал 2000 im 
Vilage, Navotas. Police said Parohinog, Parañaque City. 

“According to the police, who was the youngest of Не was wearing a gray short- 
Parohinog was trying to eight children, was rushed sleeved shirt, jeans and black 
rescue the rabbit when he byoneofhisbrotherstothe leather shoes. 
accidentally knocked off а PagamutangBayanngMal- Mendoza is 56" tall, fair 
<SB-eaiber revolver from abon. —- skinned and has good build, 
ing secret hiding place un- He was later transferred Anyone who has information pe 683124 

“The gun fell and went off pital where he died while 0919-8358751, 09178241683, е 7 
О Pdemomg treatment, po- (@32)439-7663 and (632)628' | "ALMSUALUGHTS A SYSTEM TEL 1-090 OR 47  COMPUFAK:TEL ноти + та. охта возех ттен мс:та. 7ана! 
‘whizzed out of the gun's licesaid. 1367. x e 
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< .WHAT’s INSIDE _ 
W US says Philippine ports 
safeandsecure ` 

№ Stray bullet kills boy 
rescuing pet rabbit 


By Edson C. Tandoc |. 


IT IS the way things are supposed to be, but 
then policemen have to be reminded just the 
same: Police cars are for official use only. 

In a memorandum, National Capital Re- 
gion Police Office Director Avelino Razon Jr. 
warned his men never to use police vehicles. 
for unauthorized or personal use. 


The directive was in support to the Land 
Transportation Office campaign against the 
improper use of government vehicles. 

He told the Inquirer yesterday he already 
directed the district directors and station 
‘commanders in the metropolis to monitor 
users of patrol cars and other police vehicles. 

Policemen found violating this directive 
shall face sanctions, he added. 
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‘Cops reminded: Patrol 
_ = Cars for official use only 


In the same memorandum, Razon specifi- 
cally warned his men against using police ve- 
hicles in going to “off-limits areas” like cock- 
pit arenas, night spots and girlie bars. 

He encouraged the public to report to the 
police if they know of any lawman using po- 
lice vehicles for personal purposes. 

Earlier, Transportation Secretary Leandro 
‘Mendoza warned government employees and 
officials against unauthorized use of govern- 
ment vehicles. 

There had been numerous criticisms of 
government officials and their families using + 
"for official use only" vehicles in going to 
malls, restaurants or even to school. 

Mendoza urged the police not to be reluc- 
tant in apprehending erring drivers of red 
plate vehicles. 


NCRPO rolls 
police stations 
onto the streets 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


PEOPLE usually catch a bus, but these buses 
are designed to catch people, criminals in par- 
ticular. 

Beginning today, the National Capital Re- 
gion Police Office (NCRPO) will be deploying 
mobile police stations in Metro Manila. 

These buses are meant to enhance police 
visibility and security in the metropolis, espe- 
cially with the advent of the Christmas sea- 
son, NCRPO chief Director Avelino Razon Jt. 
said. 

Razon said the ordinary buses provided by 
Philippine National Police Chief Director Gen- 
eral Edgar Aglipay were transformed into po- 
lice stations on wheels, equipped with tempo- 
rary detention cells. 

The detention cells could accommodate 
about 30 to 40 persons, the NCRPO chief 
said 

Razon added that the buses would be 
manned by policemen who would patrol, ap- 
prehend, conduct investigations, and even do 
civic and community services. 

"The assigned investigators were instruct- 
ed to do almost all sorts of public services, de- 
pending оп the need or situation,” Razon 
said. 

NCRPO spokesperson Chief Insp. Gerry 
‘Agunod said three mobile police stations and 
two rescue vans would initially be deployed. 

‘The NCRPO would add two more of the 
special buses soon to be evenly distributed in 
Metro Мапйаз five police districts, he 
added. 


Cop watchdog 
in Manila forms 
own ethics body 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


WHILE busy handling complaints against 
erring lawmen, it still has to look at itself to 
see how itis doing. 

Realizing such a need, the People's Law En- 
forcement Board (PLEB) of Manila has begun 
setting up an ethics committee to handle com- 
plaints against its officers 

“It would look at allegations against PLEB 
members," said PLEB Manila Executive Direc- 
tor Francesca Custodio-Manzano, who called 
the committee a sel-policing body within the 
РЕВ. 

"The PLEB is a quasi-judicial body that han- 
ез administrative complaints against police- 
men who may have committed abuses im 
Manila. 

Manzano, a lawyer, said the PLEB secretari- 
at had received complaints from both defen- 
dants and complainants in PLEB cases alleg- 
ing that some board members had decided 
their cases unfairly. 

PLEB Manila has a board for each of Mani- 
la's six districts, with four members and one 
chair hearing and deciding cases against law- 


men. 

The board, composed of barangay chair- 
men, members of the City Council, and 
lawyers, could suspend a policeman or dis- 
miss him from the service. 

The ethics committee will watch over 
board members 

Manzano said it might be composed of 
PLEB overall chair Teresita Ап-бес, Mayor 
Lito Atienza or his representative, and possi- 
bly a Manila councilor. 

"The ethics committee, set to first meet on 
October, would also take up problems in per- 
formance of board members, including their. 
attendance in PLEB hearings. 
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pæ Vengeful Archers rip 
Eagles, reach Finals 


Ц 


‘GAMES THURSDAY (Araneta Coliseum) 
2pm.—UST vs Ateneo (Jrs-Gama 1 Finals) 
FEU vs La Salle (Srs:Game 1 Finals) 


Сай 688-1288 locals 1220, 1221, 1223, 
Èu. 1237 or BDO Call Center 631-8000 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


IF THERE'S one thing that will surely 
revup the La Salle Archers in the UAAP 
basketball Finals, it's the fact they've 
Just sent their arch rivals packing. 

And Mac Cardona made sure it’s a heartbreak- 
ing sendoff as he unabashedly hoisted shots from 
allover for a game-high 24 points as the Archers 
eliminated the Ateneo Eagles, 69-55, in their 
semifinal showdown yesterday at the jampacked 
‘Araneta Coliseum. 

"The Archers, who booked their 10th Finals ap- 
pearance in 11 years, will bate the Far 
Tamaraws ina bestofthree championship series 
starting this Thursday also at the Big Dome. 

"Were back again in ће Finals. One thing that 
is also important is we erased the stigma of 2002. 
and 2003," said coach Franz Pumaren, whose 
Archers lost to Ateneo in the 2002 championship. 
series, and were later denied a Finals appearance 
bythe 
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“A lot of critics were doubting us, especially Jerwin Gaco continued La Salles charge and а Mail coupon TODAY with P20 stamps 
when we went 44 (win-loss record) and some ЈУ Casio triple improved the lead to 14, 49-35, by Beadiord Shoe Co, D 
‘even said that we won't make it to the Finals. But НЫЕ 


we're really in good shape and we proved that we 
belong this year. Hopefully, we can sustain this. ЕТТ РАЗТЕЙ. 


тип” said Pumaren after their eighth straight WASTING FUEL, POLLUTING At He 
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‘Cardona powered а 9-2 run carly in the sec- ~AS г CHANGE ок р ы 
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GREEN GIANT: Mac Cardona puts an exclamation point to La Salle's ‘Ateneo, lost its offensive touch to finish with its ОПА. EFFECTIVE. | 
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Everyone deserves a. treat. | 


By June Navarro 


23 points while Tubid was 
pable in the final quarter as 
 bochargers stormed back 


points down to finish pulling away. 
‘Shell racked up 30 points in the 
fourth period while putting 


on the Knights’ snipers, wi 


is] i 
T'chargers, 


KALANI Ferreria and Ronald Tubid spewed fire when Shell 
needed them most and the Turbochargers repulsed the SK 
‘Telecom Knights, 99-87, Saturday night in the PBA-Korea Bas- 
ketball League goodwill series at the San Juan Gym. 


Ferrera fired 10 of his game-high 


limited to only 11 points 
unstop- Excellent defense also keyed 
the Tur- Alaska's 90-85 triumph over the 


from 15 


scoreless in the final two minutes. 
thecufis 
ho were 


yar 
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MEGA SALE! 
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JOIN THE UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION OF 


triples to give the Koreans an 8583 
edge, the Aces came up with a 
smothering defense. 


18 points each for the Aces, who 
overcame the last quarter heroics of 
585 imports Kendall Dartez and Joe 
Bunn. A former Red Bull import, 
Вилл topscored with 26 points and 
Danezhad 21. 
SBS Stars in the curtain-raiser, with 
the Aces holding their opponents straight setback against a PBA ball- 
dub while the Stars took their first 
los after defaulting their game 


‘After Hong Sa Beung and Eun 
against FedEx the other night 


Нее Seuk drilled in back-to-back 
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Mike Cortez and Ali Peek scored 


The Knights absorbed their third 


Leonard White, the former Pure- 
foods import playing for the 
Knights, saw limited action due toa 
‘bum stomach. After scoring an aver- 
age of 325 points against Sta. Lucia 
Realty and Coca-Cola, White was 
heid to nine markers this time. 

Korean national team mainstays 
Chun Hee Chul and Cho Sang Hyun 
paced the Knights with 23 and 18 
points, respectively. 

Chun and Cho played for the Ko- 
ean quintet that eliminated the RP 
squad made up of PBA stars in the 
semifinals ofthe 2002 Busan Asiad. TUBID issues a passi 


inthisfile photo. 
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The scores: 
SHELL Обо 
73, Told 21, Матай. 
12, Dea бш 12, 
Legaspi 10, Avo %, 
За Marta 5, Jackson 4, 
Bapro, Czo. 
KNIGHTS в. 
Chun 23, Cho 18, 
Hwang 16, Lang 13, 
White 3, Park 3, Chun 
0, Kim 0, Leo, 
Quarters: 2924, 
49-54,6976,8987 


МАЗА € 
бот: 18, Peek 18, 
Argo 18, Alado 9, 
Franco 8, Tejada 7, 
Сау 6, Duat 4, 
Padila 3, Thoss 2. 

STARS 85-Bunn 
28. Dartel 21 Eun f, 
Kim 10, Yoon, Hong 
б, Eun 4 Kim 0, Park 
0,Yoon0. 

Quarters: 1211, 
ell, 62-57, 90-85 


POC presidency could be won with dud: 


IT had the makings of a mismatch, but Oscar 
De La Hoya also disappointed a lot of fans the 
way he fell and surrendered in Las Vegas yes- 
terday 

De La Hoya, the awful underdog, could have 
preserved what was left of his legend if he had 
survived Bemard Hopkins. 

1с was, indeed, а tragic ending as De la 
Hoya, one of the most popular ring gladiators 
today fel fat on hisfaceina fight he had hoped 
wouid define his career 

Here at home, the figh for the presidency of 
the Philippine Olympic Committee likewise ap 
pearsto be shaping fast imo a mismatch. 

"The election for the POC top post, to be con- 
tested by reigning POC chief Celso Dayrit and 
Peping Cojuangco, a grizzled politician, has 
been slated for November 

Эш a random check among various sports 
sectors bared tht, barring unforeseen circum- 
stances, Cojuangco would ouvote Dayrit. 

їп fac, there were suggestions the sports 
body need not resort to a vore as Cojuangco 
could be declared POC chief by acclamation. 

“Ths perceived overall edge being enjoyed by 
Cojuangco, ofcourse, has been hugely boosted 
by the candid plug made by Fist Gentleman 
Mike Arroyo. 

Mc Arroyo made what was readily perceived 
as an ourright endorsement when he declared 
that a politician of Cojuangco's power and cal- 
бег could help unite the county's fractious 
spons hierarchy 

"The statement was made last week during 
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the induction of officers of the Philippine Ama- 


Bare EYE 


teur Track and Field Association (Patafa), 
‘whose head, Go Teng Kok, has been openly bat- 
ting ога Cojuangco takeover at the POC. 

‘That, leaving Philippine spons totally in the 
hands ofa politician, could indeed be a hysteri- 
calsolution. 

Its very easy to assume that politics is the 
single biggest obstacle to sports development in 
the county 

Well, ruth is they had tried various solutions 
to noaval. 

So, although it was akin to stating that poli- 
tics is the necessary evil that could save Philip- 
pine spon, there were those who readily ap- 
plauded the First Gentleman's sand. 

‘Whether it was hysterical or absurd, the Ar- 
royosolution was deemed urgent in these times. 
of great need and uncertainty. Cojuangco had 
‘every reason to bask inthe Arroyo assurance. 

But an odd, if not totally irritating, sequel to 
the Arroyo endorsement was Cojuangco play 
ing openly the role of political kingpit 


Не did not only Бейше the problems beset- 
ting RPspors. 

Ina one-on-one with the bioumais Marc An- 
thony Reyes, Cojuangco said these problems 
paled in comparison to what he's been through 
in politics. : 


Now, listen, To give us a sample of how he. 
would save RP sports, Cojuangco, for starters, 
said he would sell the historic Rizal Memorial 
Sports Complex and then establish a national 
training center in Clark Field, Pampanga. 

Those, indeed, are grand, laudable plans. 

And we could only ask why others before 
Cojuangco had not thought ofthis noble ploy. 

Oops. Hold it, please. Before we could open- 
ly applaud, we got this waming for Cojuangco 
not to be totally deluded. 

А knowledgeable informant has just tipped 
us that Cojuangco, unlike boxing great Bemard 
Hopkins, might end up winning by firing duds. 

‘Why? It was bared that, much as Cojuangco 
ог even President Gloria Arroyo would like to 
sell the Rizal Memorial Sports Complex, the 
proposed deal could not prosper. 

Reason: the historie complex belongs to the 
ity of Manila. 

“This information was given by a trusted per- 
sonnel at the RMSC who said records show the 
land area occupied by the complex had been 
leased to the old Philippine Amateur Athletic 
Federation (PAAF) by the City of Manila. 

If we remember right, there had been a court 
ligation on this matter some years ago. 

‘Well, cozy as Cojuangeo' initial solution to 
sporting ils had appeared, it may help if he first 
consulted with his lawyers. 

He could indeed sell the Rizal Memorial 
Sports Complex, but Cojuangeo would have to 
buy it frs. That, you bet, could be twice as 
complicated as saving a henchman caught in a 
wholesale gun-smuggle пу at the airport, 
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Highest number of points garnered throughout 
the series wins the coveted LCBA Breeder of the Year 2008 
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Championship Round (45106), Roligon Mega Cockpit 


Village 
Hoops at 
aSK slated 


PREPARATIONS are 
under way forthe 
staging next month of 
the Village Hoops, а 
by-invitation basket- 
ball tournament orga- 
nized by the adidas 
Sport Kamp (aSK) in 
cooperation with Vol- 
voand Carrier, 

aSK, a 5,000- 
square-meter athletic 
cemer located inthe 
heart of Global City in 
“Taguig, prides itself 
witha stae-oftheart 
indoor basketball 
coun, venue of the six- 
‘week long event, ac- 
cording to Kamp chair 
Arsenic Laurel, 

“The court is com- 
plete with modem. 
equipment such asa 
maple wood flooring, 
tempered glass bac- 
skstop and torque Пех 
ring, all of which are 
staple accessories in the 
National Basketball As- 
sociation,” Laurel said. 

He added that aSK 
also has facilities for 
other spons like vol- 
Jeybal, baseball, soft- 
ball techerbll wall 
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P7.000.00 | P 5,500.00 ) 


Maxi 


ит Bet | 


P 11,000.01 


climbing, soccer kick- 
ball, aerobics, touch 
football, and martial 
ans which are all open 
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For particulars and reservation of cockhouzes, please сый GUA Office ail 
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в. tothe public. 
Teams from Magal- 
lanes, Bel-Air, San 
Lorenzo, Merville, Al- 
abang and Dasmari 
ñas have confirmed 
their participation. 
‘The Village Hoops, 
also backed by GNC, 


Royal Caribbea 
maican Potts, will 
have former PBA play- 
er rite Gaston as 
commissioner. 

For inquiries, call 
8160951 or 8160433 
orlogonto wwwaport- 
skamp.com. 
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Rosales, Delasin crumble with 77s 


1 shot off the lead overnight, Jenny struggles i in wet weather to be 7 adrift 


JENNY Rosales failed 
to capitalize on an 
early morning tee-off 
as she soared to a 
five-over-par 77 in 
the second round 
Saturday (Sunday in 
Manila) and virtually 
surrendered her bid 
for the crown in the 
Safeway Classic at 
the Columbia Edge- 
water Country Club 
in Portland, Oregon. 

In a complete tum- 
around from her brilliant 
first-round form Friday 
"where she fired a биеш 
der 67 on her 26th birth- 
day, Rosales went birdie- 
Jess and stumbled with five 
bogeys, four of them in the 
front nine. 

From a tie for second 
place, just a stroke off the 
leader, Rosales plummeted 
to a share of 22nd place at 
144, seven strokes off new leaders Lorie Kane 
and Candie Kung who shot a 69. ала 68, respec- 
tively, to tie for top spot at 137. 

‘Annika Sorenstam made her move with а 69 
to join Janice Moodie (72) and Carin Koch (67) 
in third place at 139. 

Filipina-American Dorothy Delasin, in fifth 
spot after Round 1, also posted a 77 and fell to 
oth at 135. 

‘Grace Park (69) and Christina Kim (71) were 
in a group at 4 under after enduring wind gusts 


ROSALES: Four front-nine bogeys ет 


to 38 kph and occasional 
downpours. 

Is just a test of sur- 
vival," Kane said. “You don't 
think of par, you just ry to 
hit solid shots.” 

Firstround play was sus- 
pended for more than an 
hour because of a thunder- 
storm and another squall 
stopped play as darkness 
fell Thirty-one players had 
to complete their opening 
rounds Saturday morning. 

Капе had an early sec- 
ond-round tee time, but was 
stil pelted by rain and wind; 

"There will be some peo- 
ple that this weather both- 
ers but Im not going to let 
itbother me; the Canadian 
said. “Simple as that.” 

Tttumed out Rosales and 
Delasin were not the worst 
victims of the unforgiving 
playing conditions. 

"Tour rookie Brandi Jack- 
son, the leader after the first 
round with a 66, crumbled 
with an 82 to miss the cut. 

Kane has not won a toumament since 2001, 
when she held off Sorenstam in the LPGA Take- 
fuji Classic. 

Kung is still seeking her first tour victory ofthe 
year after winning three times last season. 

Sorenstam, who won last week after taking 
the month off, started the day at 2 under, then 
quietly crept up the leaderboard, reaching 5 un- 
der until а bogey on the par-4 15th knocked her 
back. AFP; With areport from Jong Arcano 


HAZEL Madamba crosses the finish line of the Milo qualifying run in Butuan Ci 


Azarcon, Madamba rule 


Caraga Milo 


BUTUAN CITY—Genovevo Azarcon Jr 
proved too fast for the defending champion 
‘while veteran Hazel Madamba was unchal- 
lenged in topping the Caraga region elimina- 
tion race ofthe 28th National Milo Marathon 
yesterday at the town plaza here. 

Azarcon clocked one hour, eight minutes 
and 22 seconds to rule the men's 21-km quali- 
fying race. Last years top placer, Jonard 
Comonong, came in second at 1:09:52 while 
Rafael Tejeda placed third at 1:10:00. 

For the second straight year, фе man with 
the fastest time here was disqualified from the 
race, Amold Umabi was declared an ilegal 
runner because he already ran and won in the 
elimination race in Cagayan de Oro City. 

Madamba, a fixture in the Milo Marathon, 
timed 1:20:13. The 1999 National Finals run- 
ner-up said she was not pressured at all due to 
the lack of worthy opposition. 


race elims 


Madamba, an enlisted member of фе 
Philippine Navy stationed in Luzon, ruled the 
Olongapo City leg last year. 

Rose Arman (1:31:44) and last year’s win- 
ner, Mary Jane Cahig (1:41:02), placed sec- 
‘ond and third, respectively. 

“The top three finishers n the race held in 
parmership with Cebu Pacific, Globe Handy- 
phone, Bayview Park Hotel, adidas and the 
Department of Tourism will represent the re- 
gion in the 42-K National Finals slated on Nov. 
14 in Mero Manila. 

The top three finishers in the SK fun run 
were Branex Arado (17:07), JR Mahinay 
(17:08) and Rissan Serina (17:26) in the 
теп division, and Jovelyn Anobling (22:04), 
Jennie Sarido (23:30) and Cheche Eltagonde 
3:51) inthe disaffside. 

More than 3,000 runners answered the 
stating gun fred by Mayor Democrito Plaza. 


Antoque protégé tops Beam Tarlac 5K 


MAMERTO Corpus didn't fail 
his mentor, Rey Antoque, as he 
overtook Reynaldo de Los 
Reyes in the final 1.5 kilome- 
ters to win the meris title of the 
Beam ZestO Patak- 
bong Pinoy yesterday 
in Tarlac City. 

Liza Yambao posted 
her second straight 
victory in three weeks 
by handily topping the 
women's 5-К run. 

Corpus, an Army- 
man like the veteran 
Amoque, timed 17 
minutes and 30 sec- 
onds to beat De Los 
Reyes (18:03) in the 
Tace organized by Me- 
dia Runners and 
Spons Promotions 
and sponsored by 
Beam Toothpaste and 
Zest-O Juice Drinks. 

Rogelio Reli of 
Sampaloc placed third то 
with atime of 18:16, 

Yambao, who won 
the events Manila leg 
recently, towed Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas. 
teammate Bemardita 


2 


Mag-aso as they timed 21:31 
and 22:03, respectively Third 
was Blena Torcelino (24:15). 
Completing the men's top 
five were Isagani Tacu-Tacu 


—|e 


‘Autohaus BMW. The BMW Experience. 
184 E. Rodriguez J Ave, Libis, Quezon Cty « (02) 638 0734 043 


(19:39) and Joseph Roseve 
(20:01). Adjenny de los Santos 
(25:44) and Helen Castillo 
(24:09) rounded out the first 
five finishers in the distaff race. 


The 1st Autohaus BMW GS Camp. 


Experience what reedom's. Autohaus BMW in 
for beginner and intermediate n 


youtothe Aut 


ee a | 


WAR JUG | 


Salisty yourself with every drop of cold water 
kept cool in Penguins Water Jug. 


PINK, BLUE, GREEN 


Kebao 


[AVAILABLE AT LEADING APPLIANCE STORES NATIONWIDE ` LIFE GETS BETTER EVERYDAY, 


WALA RANG - 


PRLASUN-LASON PAL 


"Hindi bumabakbak - diretso pahid 'to, 
Pare. DAT'S MY BOY!" 


Nalcrete 


NE FINTURANE MATAGAL KUHUPAS| pA bh Box = 


ТІР + pagar аё ona SILIT га pt p Py 


и. Bring your motorcycles and enjoy the 
els avalable and get afisthand aste of freedom. 


The Autohaus BMW GS Camp wil be held on September 25, 2004 at the Моос 
Pampanga. Cal and register now. 


By June Navarro 


RENREN Ritualo sank 
eight three-pointers the 
other might. Kenneth 
Duremdes and Paolo 
Mendoza superbly hit 
their shots from the out 
side, and so did John 
Arigo against the Kore- 
ans in the ongoing PBA- 
KBL goodwill series. 

АЙ four showed crack 
forms shooting the new 
ball the Philippine Bas- 
ketball Association will use when it opens 
its new season next month, although they 
have yet to develop a feel for the spheroid. 

The ball, known as Molten GL7, has more 
grooves for better grip and handling than 
the ordinary one. The traditional basketball 
has eight grooves while the Molten GL7 Ваз 
an additional four grooves marked by yel- 
low stripes. 

" don't feel the difference yet but once 
we get used to it, it could probably improve 
my shooting,” said Arigo, who made 15 


RITUALO 


DUREMDES ARIGO 


points mostly from the outside during Alas- 
Ка? 90-85 win over the SBS Stars on Satur- 
day. 

Sta. Lucia Realtys Duremdes fired 38 
points against the SK Telecom Knights last 
week, 27 of them in the second half, while 
Mendoza shot torridly from three-point 
range. 

"T can't tell which ball is better but I had 
ап excellent grip on the leather that time,” 
said Duremdes. 

‘Three days later, Ritualo shot the lights 


Shaq: 
me as 


SANTA MONICA, 


Scapegoat. 


bythe Lakers to Miami 
“Who's going to be 


laugh. 


kids basketball camp. 


California— 
Shaquille O'Neal believes the Los 
Angeles Lakers made him The Big. 


“Ic was just guys upstairs who 
can'tstep up and do what they're. 
supposed to do. They've got to 
have a scapegoat, and they know 
that I'm strong enough to be that 
scapegoat,” said O'Neal, traded 


goat now? Who are they g 
point at now?” O'Neal said with a 


The Heat's new center was 
back in town Saturday to host a 


O'Neal feels that he was unfair- 
ly blamed for the Lakers’ failure. 
to win the NBA title the past rwo 
seasons—including this years 
loss to Detroit—after winning 


PHILIPPINE | 


ош at the Emilio 
Aguinaldo College gym 
in Manila after knock- 
ing in eight triples us- 

the same yellow- 
striped ball during the 
FedEx-SBS Stars en- 
counter. 

After Ritualo drained 
his last three-pointer, 
the game was stopped, 
with the Express ahead, 
87-85, in the fourth due 
toa slippery floor 

PBA chief statistician 
Fidel Mangonon said top teams in the Euro- 
pean league have started using the Molten 
GL7 along with squads from Portugal, 
France and Israel. 

Mangonon added that the Fiba will start 
using the Molten GL7 in all of its sanctioned 
tournaments next year. 

"The scoring in the PBA has improved by 
8-10 points in the Fiesta Conference. The 
Molten GL7 could increase scoring by an- 
other five points in the coming season," said 
Mangonon. 


Lakers used 
a scapegoat 


mate Kobe Bryant was well docu- 
mented. "So if Im in charge and 
everybody knows I'm in charge 
and we're doing it my way and it 
don't work, then they can say 


"hey you did it." 
“And Il say, You know what, I 
didit" 


Despite their differences while 
with the Lakers, O'Neal said he 
was pleased that a sexual assault 
charge against Bryant was 
dropped earlier this month. 

Tm glad that he got off. You 
never want to see a player of his 
caliber go down for something 
like that,” O'Neal said. "Now he 
can go back to being a family 
man.” 

‘After the Lakers announced 
that Phil Jackson wouldn't be re- 
tained as coach, O'Neal asked to 
be traded. Since Los Angeles 


in July. 
the scape- 
to 


Г OSCAR De La Hoya grimaces as he tries 


Sro 


tean mPa 


|! to getup from the canvass. 


Still, De La Hoya was holdin 
the fight came to a stunning 
quieted the shocked crowd as 
stayed on the canvas, 

“He caught me right on thet 
said. "Believe me, I tied gein 
couldnt. 

De La Hoya, who weighed 
kg) to 156 ib (71 kg), had 1 
once as a middleweight, Вы 1 
this time was a big риги 
known Felix Sturm. Hopkin 
since Roy Jones Jr. beat him | 
and he was primed for the ру 
lifetime. 

De La Hoya fought despit 
11 stitches to repair a cut ој 
hand suffered three days ty 
fight. In his dressing room jul 
the fight, he said the cut оп! 
parc of his hand just beneath d 
ger was slightly swollen and à 
he be allowed not to have the u 
oni 


suddenly ended a close fight 

with two left hooks to the 
body in the ninth round Saturday 
night to stop Oscar De La Hoya and 
ruin his bid to become the undis- 
puted middleweight champion. 

"The punches put De La Hoya on the canvas, 
on his hands and knees in obvious pain. When 
De La Hoya rolled over on his back, referee 
Kenny Bayless stopped the fight at 1:38 of the 
ninth. 

"While Hopkins celebrated, De La Hoya re- 
mained on his knees, his face buried in his 
gloves. He repeatedly pounded the canvas in 
frustration after being stopped for the first time 
in his brilliant career. 

“I felt a sense of urgency" Hopkins said. 
wasn't sure if I was winning or not.” 

Hopkins (45-2-1, 32 knockouts) was ahead 
оп two scorecards and behind on a third in a 
cautiously fought bout when he suddenly land- 


L AS VEGAS—Bernard Hopkins 


SHAQUILLE O'Neal feels he bore too much of the blame in Los Angeles. O'Neal, whose friction with team- 


dealt Gary Payton to Boston and 
Karl Malone may decide го play 
elsewhere, Bryant likely will be 
the Lakers only remaining mar- 
queenamenextseason. АР 


three ina row. 
"My thing is, if I'm going to be 

the scapegoat, let me be in charge 

and let me do it my way" sai 


Vengeful Archers rip Eagles ... == 


ed the punches just below De La Hoya's rib 
cage to retain his undisputed middleweight ti 
tein his 19th title defense. 

"A well-placed body shot,” De La Hoya said. 

De La Hoya (37-4) was a 2-1 underdog in 
only his second fight as a middleweight and 
was taking on a champion who hadn'tlostin 11 
years. 

“Lied to do the impossible on paper-—beat. 
the middleweight champ coming up from 130 


But he said the hand did 


him, only the punches from 
and stronger fighter who win 


ing to be denied. 

"lt was a great shot, а great 
hook,” De La Hoya said. 

The fight was eagerly an 
pated and expected to he i 
richest non-heavyweight fight 
im boxing history De Li 


the end ofthe third period. 

Cardona then started the fourth quarter with a 
triple while Ateneo opened with three consecu- 
tive tumovers. LaSalle relentless attack gave the 
‘Archers an 18 point bubble, 57:39, less than five 
‘minutes remaining. 

Magnum Membrere tried to spark an Ateneo 
rally with back-to-back triples, but the Eagles 


losing six oftheir last nine games. 
‘Pumaren consoled Ateneo coach Sandy Ares- 
pacochaga after the game and congratulated him 
for his valiant effort. “I told him not to listen to 
critics. He deserves to be in Ateneo. He worked 
hard for it and he's a good fellow” said Pumaren. 
In junior play the UST Tiger Cubs and the Ate- 
neo Eaglers forged another best-of-three champi- 


32 Femandez 4 Karseboom 4, Роз 0, Dino 0. Ura 0. 

rater 15-14, 4237,5958 7671 

‘Second Game (irs) 

ATENEO 65—Rayes 2, Dizon 11, Medea 8, iason 8, Chiu 
5 Austin 4, Mariapaz A. Nadai 2. Pee 2, Santos 0, Tingson O, 
‘Abela 0. Garoa 0. 

\Рбз—\йшлиза 4 Maro 13 Аа 11, Oon 10 Basista 
E DePerta3, Ones? Reyes 2 Martori Cre Lam. 


Hoya made at least $30 
million, but the cost to his 
career might be greater. 
He was knocked out for 
the first time since 
turning pro after win- 
ning an Olympic gold 
medal in 1992. 


pounds; De La Hoya said. 

Hopkins fought cautiously the first half of 
the fight, giving both De La Hoya and the sold- 
out crowd at the MGM Grand arena some 
cause for optimism. De La Hoya, who many 
thought would box and move, was the aggres- 
sorin many ofthe early exchanges as he moved 
forward against Hopkins. 


í 
$ 


(carer: 13-18, 34-35. 51-48. 6563 
Third Game (S) 
1A SALLE G9— Caria 24, Gaco 12, Cabatu 9, Caso 7, 
aa, Viar 4, Yeo 3, Выше Tag 1, бэй. 
ТЕМЕЮ SS—Merbcce 11, Torso 13, тш 10, Del 
sono 7, Kramer 6, Bupa 4, Aguiar 2, an 2. Ouimson 2. Tu 
0 Barracoso 0, Uchco 0 Escalona O. Escueta O. 
(Quarters: 13-13, 3028, 40-15, 6955. 


“He came to fight,” Hopkins said. “He did. Hopkins, who made S 
cometo runor look for a gift from the judges.” оліу $300,000 in a fight ju 

‘The pro-De La Hoya crowd cheered their mine months ago, got a mmm 
fighter from the opening bell, screaming every the biggest payday of his curee 
time he landed a punch. Hopkins fought pa- La Hoya. He came into the т 
tiently, but as the rounds went on, his comer of Frank Sinatra's "My Way." fi 
told him to pick up the pace and pressure DeLa who stubbornly set his own co 
Hoya more. it cost him millions of dollars 


Ex-pro Solis nj 


FORMER PBA star Al Solis of Tribu Sugbu 
and Nap Garcia of host Baguio have been 
named South and North Selection coach- 
es, respectively, for the first NBC (Nation- 
al Basketball Championship) All-Star 
weekend set Oct. 1-2 in Baguio City. 

“Tm very excited to be chosen as coach 
of the South All-Stars; said Solis, а for- 
mer top-rated point guard in the pro 
league. “I hope this will be the start of 
something big in my coaching career.” 


could only pull within 10 points, 62-52, with ess 
than two minutes left. 

"There was no hint of the lopsided finish in the 
first half, though, which La Salle took at 30-28 as 
Ateneo tumed the ball over 17 times. The Archers 
also dominated the paint early, 22-12. 

It was a sad ending for the Eagles, who re- 
mained on top almost the entire season before 


onship series starting Thursday The Cubs outlast- 
ей the La Salle Bengals, 76-71, while the Eagles 
nipped the UP Junior Maroons, 65-63. 

‘The stores 

Fst Game уз) 

UST 76—Badua 23, Crisostomo 17, Basa 16, Panton 6 
Des Crz4, Fan 4, Revera Мака. Ares 0, Zapata. 

LASALLE TI De Ass 20, Alins 16, Sahar 15, Reyes 


i 


The tir 
will fean 
press con| 
of the mi 
pants, a 
challenge 
tion. 

The el 
events an 
опа, 2 
Seldon 


Salinggawi : 
Dance Troupe 
& Yellow Jackets 


3-peat UAAP Cheerdance 
Competition Champions 
2002, 2003 & 2004 


pean swing, competiny 
German National 1 
ments that end this М 
ber, 

Ош of the four eve 
2byear-old Tiero hi 
tered, he has reach 
semifinals twice after 
through the qualifying 1 

The tough field is ; 
money series event f 
man and international 
Although the tourna 
пох award ITF or ATP 
these were participate 
players with current AT 
ings aswell as formerly 
players. 

"emo performan 
impressed as many as 
five leading tennis d 
Germany who readily 


| CHEERDANCE 
= COMPETITION 


LA. GEAR STORES: Ayala Center Cebu + Glorietta 4 + Market! Market! 
Robinsons Place Manila + SM North Edsa + SM Southmall + АН leading 
department stores and specialty shops nationwide. 


t% 
VM. because she wants to 
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TIERRO: Impressive 
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m $10 million, 
lor fighting De 
|: to а recording 
ting for a boxer. 
пзе, even when 


AP f 
4 day of the All-Star weekend 
ро cage clinics for the fans, a 
erence, the elimination round 
tournament for clinic partici- 


hree-point shoot-out, two-ball 
and the slam dunk competi- 


impionship round of all side 
| the All-Star game will be held 


used 
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‘Spots Management 


Tennis Circuit. 


ropean trip, 
| has 
ur to 
bs in 


fered іл Europe. 


INQUIRER rect heer 


nocks 


e 


|Ё 


‘ows Germans 


him a slot in next years Bun- 


то provide him with other in- 
А protégé under Subic Bay 


Beeyong Sison and sportsman 
Jean Henri Lhuillier, Tiens 
Potential was first spotted in 
last years Cebuana Lhuiller 


His stellar performance on 
the court eamed him the sup- 
por of spons patron and ten- 
nis enthusiast Lhuillier who of- 
fered to fund his $ month Eu- 


‘According to Lhuillier thisis 
а great opportunity for the 6- 
foot-1 Tierro to make his base 


— Nagata 


ou 


BERNARD Hopkins 
proves he is boxing’s 
middleweight king. ie 


Star coach 


Spring Cooking Oil-Loguna and high-fly- 
ing Marvin Mercado are the early fa- 
vorites in the slam dunk event. 

Solis and Garcia have been given the 
right to name four of their top players to 
the South and North squads. Two players 
each from the remaining three teams in 
the division—Forward Taguig, Batangas, 
Laguna Spring (North), Ozamiz Cotta, 
Iloilo Warriors and Cagayan de Oro Stars 
(South) —will complete the rosters. 


Benilde, 
Lyceum 
prop bids 


DEFENDING champion College of 
St. Benilde and Lyceum of the 
Philippines won in convincing 
fashion Saturday to boost their bid 
for semifinal seats in the WNCAA 
35th season basketball tourna- 
‘ment at the St. Scholastica gym. 

At the RTU gym, University of 
Asia & the Pacific barged into the 
semifinals of seniors volleyball by 
stopping Siena College, 25-21, 
25-11, 25-15. 

Lyceum routed neophyte Cen- 
ro Escolar University, 71-57, to 
tie idle Rizal Technological Uni- 
versity for the lead at 6-0. 

In juniors play, De La Salle Zo- 
bel dawned Siena College, 84-16. 


is set 


Inc's 
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Pacquiao rival decisions Salido, 
retains twin featherweight titles 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada—Mexico's Juan Manuel 
Marquez retained his World Boxing Associa- 
tion and International. Boxing Federation 
featherweight titles here Saturday with a 12- 
round unanimous decision over compatriot 
Orlando Salido. 

Marquez improved his record to 43-21, with 
33 wins inside the distance, while Salido suf- 
fered his ninth defeat in 44 fights. 

‘The three judges scored it 117-111, 117-111 
and 118-110 for Marquez, 31. 

Marquez was making the third defense of the 
IBF belt he won in February of last year in Las Ve- 
gas with a seventh-round technical knockout of 
compatriot Manuel Medina. It was his second 
defense of the WBA crown he won in November 
'of 2003 with a victory over Derrick Gaines. 

Marquez also. retained both crowns against 
Filipino Manny Pacquiao Ма a controversial 
draw. 


u 


JUAN Manucl Marquez of Mexico, who earned a controversial draw a 
AFP Pacquiao, is тоге convincing this time against compatriot Orlando Salido. 
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BUY a New NISSAN NOW for a chance to win a 
RAND-NEW X-TRAIL or great PHILIPS Dream Packages! 
See posters and flyers for more details. 
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NISSAN 


БЕШ 
HISSAN MOTOR m, 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 


winkcissan com ph 


bro C ud 


ir Ta 


Dr 


[CECI СЕА 


; BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


SERGIO Garcia 
celebrates another 
show by the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SPORTS 
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Europe nears Ryder 
title via record rout 


Michigan—Sergio Garcia re- 
moved the flag from the 18th 
hole and waved it over his head. 
Padraig Harrington tossed his glove 
and cap into crowd that draped it- 
self in European flags and sang "Ole, 
Ole!” from the top of its lungs. Dar- 
ren Clarke lit up another cigar. 
“There was no need to wait for this juggemaut 
of a European team to celebrate at the Ryder 


B LOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP 


Әр. 

Sunday looks like a mere formality 

“I never in my widest dreams would have 
thought we would have a six point lead,” cap- 
tain Bemhard Langer said. "We came here as 
defending champions. We have the cup with us 
and we want to take it back home. So far, so 
оой” 

So far its been awesome. 

‘Two English rookies in their Ryder Cup debut 
delivered the pivotal point Saturday morning. 
Sergio Garcia, Lee Westwood and Europe's reli 
able stars pounded the Americans in the after- 
тооп. 

When itwas over, Europe had an 11-5lead— 
Из largest ever—and needed to win only three 
of 12 singles matches to capture the cup. 

"tis possible? Sure, its possible,” Phil Mick- 
eison said of an American comeback. "sit е 
y? Probably not. For all intents and purposes, 
тее likely lost the cup. Ви were going to пу 
and winit” 

Tt was the largest two day lead since 1967, 
when Ben Hogan opened the Ryder Cup by in- 
troducing his team as the 10 greatest golfers in 


TIGER Woods cuts a forlorn figureas the 
US team takes another beating. ae 


theworid” 

The best 12 this week at Oakland Hills belong 
to Europe. 

US captain Hal Suton will send out his play- 
ers Sunday in the order they qualiñed—from 


Tiger Woods at No. 1 to Stewart Cink at No. 12. 
Whenever a team is this far behind, it usually 
puts its best-players at the top of the lineup to try 
to create momentum. Trouble is, Suton has no 
idea who his best players are at this Ryder Cup. 

‘Woods, Mickelson and Davis Love Ш have 
eamed only one point. Jim Furyk and Chad 
Campbell don't have any. 

‘Maybe that’s why Sutton didnt bother to wag 
his finger and offer an ominous prediction that 
“Tve got a good feeling about this,” a la captain 
Ben Crenshaw at Brookline in 1999 when he 
was behind 106. 

‘Sutton looked beat. He was out of tough talk. 

^ pushed them as hard as T could" he said. 
“We almost responded this morning, and we 
lost energy after that. 

Europe has so thoroughly outplayed the 
home team that Paul Casey asked to go of first 
with hopes of playing Woods, telling Langer he 
has beaten him in the two tournaments they 
have played this year 

‘Asked about seeing Woods, Mickelson and 
Love at the top of the lineup, Langer looked as 
‘cool and confident as he has ай week. 

“Tm not scared at all,” Langer said. "Tm actu- 
ally prety sure and convinced that out of the 
first three matches, Td be very surprised if we 
dont get rwo points." 

‘And it doesnt matter whom Europe sends 
ошто play them. 

After the Americans staged an impressive ral- 
ly in beterball matches—they had the poten- 
ба fora sweep Europe staved them off behind 
Casey and David Howell, who won the last two 
holes against Campbell and Furyk for a L-up vic- 
tory that sent a surge of confidence through 
their teammates. АР 


Bonds now They call it ‘The Ordeal at Oakland Hills’ 


preparing 
for playoffs 


SAN FRANCISCO—Bary Bonds black 
leather clubhouse chair was fully reclined, 
and the San Francisco slugger leaned back in. 
it with a rare moment to relax after joining 
the 700 home run club. 

"The distraction of another milestone is gone, 
and Bonds В using every chance he can to save. 
energy and prepare himself to play every game 
forthe Giants playoff push. 

"The past week has truly been mentally ex- 
hausing for the six-time NL MVE ` 

Bonds joined an excusive dub Friday 
night—only Babe Ruth (714) and Hank Aaron 
(755) have hit more homers—when he connect- 
ed in the third inning against Jake Peavy for ca- 
reer homer No. 700. it was his fourth game go- 
ing for the mark. 

He hit a home run to left-center field bleach- 
ез for a solo shot, becoming the first player to 
reach 700 in 31 years. Bonds wasted no time 
getting to 701. 

‘On Saturday, the 40-year-old Bonds led off 
the second inning against Padres left-hander 
David Wells with a solo shot to right-center on 
the first pitch. A tribute to Bonds was played on 
the scoreboard before he game, and he received 
a long ovation when he jogged out to take his 
position in left field arid again when he stepped 
into thebarters box. AP 


BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP 
gan—Talk about getting more bang for 


your euro. 


Paul McGinley, an obscure Irishman 


Michi- entire US team. 


“Believe it or not,” Garcia said, sti- 
ling a grin, "there are people who can 
play golf outside of the States. 


how the second day of the competition 

closed with Europe ahead 11-5, 

biggest lead since the current format 
into effect, but they can all be 


went 


The average American pro ranked 
19% and spent almost as much on fuel 
for his private et as some of his oppo- 
nents made last season. 


the 


ranked 67th in the world, has con- 
tributed more points to his team's 
der Cup cause than Tiger Woods. Even 
more obscure Englishman David How- 
ell, ranked one spot farther down and 
playing in his first and only match ever. 
Saturday, now has as many as Phil 
Mickelson has here in three. 

‘Spaniard Sergio Garcia, on the other 


‘The 35th installment of the Ryder 
Cup will go down in golf history as "The. 
Ordeal at Oakland Hills." 

The last time a team of overrated 
Americans came in for such a beating 
was only last month—anybody still ге- 
member the US men's Olympic basker- 
ball team?—but that shouldn't make 
this one any easier to take. 


squeezed into one word: teamwork. 

The United States arrived with the 
world's No. 2 and No. 4 players (Woods 
and Mickelson), three of the top 10, 
and five guys who owned 12 majors be- 
tween them. 

Europe's top player, Padraig Harring- 
ton, was ranked eighth, and the next 
major won by anybody on the continen- 


‘The average European ranked 38th 
and usually flew coach. 

But the numbers that matter on the 
fairways and greens at the Ryder Cup 
increasingly tilt toward the Europeans. 
They've won six of the last nine and No. 
7 could be the easiest of all. 

Asked about a comeback, Mickelson 


hand, has almost as many points as the 


There are a dozen explanations for 


ne 


| PALCHAMPS 


| Caloy Ferrariz (second from left), president of Los Hermanos de 
Heneral Santos athletic cub, receives the overall champion's cup 


in the recent 27th Philippine Airlines 


Tournament from 


PAL executive vice president Henry So Uy (second from right) and 
Intersports chair Domingo T. Duerme Jr. (right). At left is awards 


night co-host Regine Tolentino. 


tal side will be the first. 


said, “Is it possible? Sure i's possible. 15 
it likely? Probably not." АР 


US Open champ wins anew 


ВАШ, Indonesia—US Open champion Svet- 
lana Kuznetsova overpowered unseeded бег. 
man Marlene Weingartner 6-1, 6-4, Sunday to 
win the Wismilak international and extend 
her unbeaten streak to 11 games. 

"The victory was the Russian’ fifth tour tite, 
-and her second here on the Indonesian resort is- 
land of Bali, It means she will move up a spot to 
number five in the world rankings. 

“Ic was tough to go ай the way through after 
coming from the US Open,” said Kuznetsova. 1 
was ust doing my best” 

Weingarmer, who was playing in her first tour 
final, was unable to зеше in the opening set 
agains a barrage of powerful forehands by the 
Russian. She quickly found herself trang 50. 

‘Weingartner played several spectacular win- 


ners in the second set, 
and forced a break point = 
against Kuznetsova. The 
Russian saved it with а 
backhand volley that 
Weingartner could only 
block. 

Kuznetsova broke the 
German's service in the 
seventh game, when 
Wenger пепей а 
weak — double handed 
backhand, The 19-year- 
old then served out to 
win the match 

“Marlene couldnt find anything to play 
against me; said Kuznetsova АР 


KUZNETSOVA м» 


More support thrown 


Life goes on after Japan league strike 


TOKYO-—Life went on in Japanese baseball 
Sunday as players, staging the first-ever 
strike in the 70-year history of the game here, 
tried to keep fans happy with autograph ses- 
sions and other events. 

“Dont let the lights go our on pro baseball" 
read the front-page headline in the Nikan 


Spons daily showing a full-page picture of a 
pitch-black ball park amid а glitering night scene. 
inthe por city of Yokohama. i 

"But players, opposed to the merger of two fi- 
mancially troubled clubs, kept themselves busy 
during the two-day walk-out which halted 12 
‘weekend matches in the crucial final phase ofthe 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 


Notice is hereby given that the Amended Articles of Incorporation 
of MMLDC, INC. (the "Согрогайоп") which shortened the term of 
its corporate existence to end on October 15, 2004 and thereby 
dissolving the said corporation on said date, has been approved 
by its Board of Directors and shareholders at duly constituted 
meetings both held on September 1, 2004. 


Alll persons having claims against said corporation are requested 
to present same at the Corporation's principal place of business 
located at the 8/F Lopez Building, Ortigas Avenue, Pasig City. 


This announcement will serve as notice to all concerned of the 
legal dissolution of the aforesaid corporation. 


үрә Septerter 107 8 October 204) 


GIL S. SANDIEGO, 
Corpprate Secrel 


pennant races. 
"They mostly trained at home grounds on Sat- 
urday and mingled with fans on Sunday across 
the country where baseball is almost a religion. 
‘Autograph sessions were also scheduled at 
baseball stadiums in Tokorozawa, Osaka, Sap- 
poro and Fukuoka. АЕР 


GAB approves 
Sept. 25 WBA 
Showdown 


THE GAMES and Amusements Board has ap- 
proved the staging of the “WBF Showdown?” card 
оп ер. 25 а the Elorde Ballroom in Poraiaque 
to commemorate the 100th birth anniversary of 
the late Lope “Papa” Santal. 

САВ chair Eduardo Villanueva said the de= 
cision to accredit the promotion "until ай doc- 
uments willbe received" came after a hearing 
was conducted regarding the World Boxing 
Foundation's upcoming bouts. 

Villanueva is also slated to meet WBF presi- 
dent Mick Croucher of Australia on Sept. 23 
to discuss the WBF bid to establish its pres- 
ence in the county. 

“This is a good opportunity for Filipino 
boxers toexcel,” said Villanueva. Salven 
Lagumbay, Contributor 


to ABC hosting plans 


SPORTS patron Jean Henri Lhuil- 
lier, the chief backer of the RP-Ce- 
buana Lhuillier men's team, ex- 
pressed his optimism of the coun- 
try hosting the ABC Olympic 
qualifiers following initial talks 
between Cebuana Lhuillier and 
the PBA. 

"jt has always been our intention 
to work with all the parties con- 
сетей with Philippine basketball 
toward developing ап integrated 
and long-term basketball develop- 
ment program here,” Lhuillier stat- 
ей. "Hosting next years ABC cham- 
pionships in the country, an oppor. 
tunity offered to us when I met with 
Fiba officials in Taipei during the 


Jones Cup, will certainly show that 
Finally, everyone is cooperating to 
ward this goal.” 

"The PBA initiated the talks with 
Cebuana Lhuillier, since the latter 
already has an existing sponsorship. 
agreement with the BA basket 
balls ruling body in the country un 
"il 2006. 

"We are presently looking at the 
proposed program by the PBA that 
seeks to expand their role in form- 
ing the national team beyond their 
original agreement with the BAP to 
take care of only the Asian Games,” 
said Danny Francisco, Cebuana 
Lhuillir's special project director 
anda former national cager: 


RACE HOTSHOT 


Ulysses Maningding, 18, cruises toa fourth straight novice best 
time of the day honors in the Slalom Grand Prix at SM Fairview. 
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LOW-PROFILE Dilip Budhrani is one of the 
most underrated men in Philippine sports. 
Still, he is all substance when it comes to 
organizing sporting events. А man with 
amazing reserves of energy, zeal and grit, 
Dilip is a former marathon organizer and 
presently the commissioner of the Filipino- 
Indian Basketball League (FIBL). 

Now in his early 40s, Dilip is best remem- 
bered for organizing the popular Converse 
10K Classic, California Raisin 10K Васе, 
Dutch Boy Cycling Classic, California 
Raisin 60K Cycling Race and the Fitness In- 
ternational Duathlon, a run-bike competi 
tion held in Makati City. He also staged con- 
certs and special shows during his college 
days at La alle University. 

‘After spending four and a half years in 
Burbank, California, where he worked fora 
clothing company, Dilip returned to the 
Philippines and launched the FIBL in 1999 
to promote sports and brotherhood among 
the members ofthe Fil-Indian community. 

The FIBL opens its fifth year on Sunday, 
Sept. 26, at the Makati Coliseum, with four 
teams in the fold, namely, the defending 
champion Bombay Bombers, who will be 
missing the services of two-time FIBL Most 
Valuable Player Kishore Mirpuri due to in- 
jury; former champions Knights, the Kings 
of ex-PBA player Mike Advani and the Blue 
Sharks. 

Оп Saturday, Sept. 25, the FIBL will also 
tender a pre-opening cocktail party for 
team owners, players, sponsors from Hon- 
da Cars Caloocan and Globe Platinum and 
special guests Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay, 
РВА Commissioner Noli Eala and PBL Com- 
missioner Chino Trinidad. The affair wll be 
held at the Forbes Park residence of India's 
ambassador to the Philippines, Ambas- 
sador Navrehka Sharma, in whose honor 
this year’s FIBL Ambassador's Cup is being 
held. 

‘Although he has no pretensions that it 
will take a long time before the league can 
produce Fil-Indian players who can domi- 
nate the PBA, it does not mean that the FI- 
BL does not have the talent. "In fact,” Dilip 
stressed, “one of our players, Mike Advani, 
used to play for Barangay Ginebra before 
he retired to concentrate on his business.” 
He added there are several promising rook- 
ies in the FIBL at present, including a 
dunker, Pramdeep Brar, who plays for the 
Blue Sharks; and flashy Knights’ point 
guard Michael Saldhana, whose game re- 
sembles that of Alaska’ playmaker Mike 
Cortez. 


Indian envoy backs FIBL 


CLEAN LIVING 
5 
eva A 
Manolo Е. Iñigo “а “© 


LETRAN REUNION. Founded 384 years 
ago, Colegio de San Juan de Letran pro- 
duced many national leaders, including 
Philippine Presidents Emilio Aguinaldo, 
Manuel Quezon, Sergio Osmefia and Jose 
Laurel. Letran also produced national ath- 
letes Rafael de Leon and Renato Unso in 
track and field, Filomeno Mariano, Anto- 
nio Villanueva, Felicisimo Fajardo, Lauro 
Mumar, Freddie Webb and Avelino “Sam- 
boy” Lim in basketball, the Abratique 
brothers and Dean Vargas in taekwondo, 
Basanung Sambiao in swimming and for- 
mer Sen. Tito Sotto in bowling, among 
others. 

Quezon was the first president of the 
defunct Philippine Amateur Athletic Fed 
eration, forerunner of the Philippine 
Olympic Committee, while many other 
Letranites were also outstanding sports 
leaders like former POC president Julian 
Malonso, Eugenio “Gene” Puyat in box- 
ing, Salvador Andrada in tennis, Ben- 
jamin Ramos in rowing and Dr. Anthony 
Nicanor Jr. in the Philippines Sports Com- 
mission. 

On Saturday, Oct. 16, Letran will host a 
reunion of its former athletes starting at 2 
pm. in Letran Intramuros. Deceased ath- 
Jetes will be represented by their nearest 
kin. On the other hand, former athletic 
moderators and coaches are also invited, 
including POC president Celso Dayrit, 
whose father, Francisco Dayrit, was an in- 
structor in fencing. Only two schools had 
fencing then, Letran and University of the 
Philippines. 

‘The others invited are those who made 
good but missed the national team, namely, 
Luis Tabuena, Herminio Astorga, Alfredo 
Sagarbarria and Agustin Salgado, brother- 
in-law of President Macapagal-Arroyo. The 
other invitees are those who contributed to 
sports development in Letran, including 
Supreme Court Justice Cayetano Arellano, 
football players Manuel Nieto Sr, Benito 
Lopez, the Pacheco brothers, Insular Life 
chair Vicente Ayllon and cheerleader Cesar 
Zalamea, to name a few. 


TAGAYTAY CITY— international Master 
Chio Gamma rolled to his second 
straight win last night to grab the solo 
lead in the National Chess Champi- 
onships at the Tagaytay International 
‘Convention Center here. 

Garma, а two-time Olympian who 
made the tournament only as one of 
four replacements, whipped erstwhile 
Coleader and top qualifier National 
Master Oliver Barbosa in 25 moves of Si- 
lian Skirmish game. 

"Hindi ko sasayangin ang pagka- 
kataon na ibinigay sa akin para таітер- 
resent ulit ang bansa sa Olympiad,” said 


na 


AN 


Initially available in GMA 


MARK Paragua needs two wins in his last two matches. причт 


9.0 points. 


Paragua's 


Garma, who beat NM Emmanuel 
Senador inthe first round. 

Sharing the spotight with Garma was 
10year-old boy wonder Wesley So, who 
bounced back from an opening round loss 
то NM Leonardo Carios with a sunning 
37-move win over Fide Master Jesse Noel 
Sales in their Bishop Opening encounter 

Carios settled for a draw this time 
spin Enmanuel Senador aer 25 
moves of another Bishop 

Top seed Ronald Dableo, wh fost his 
opener against fellow IM Bario Nadera, 
drew with NM Darwin Laylo in just 15 
moves of English Opening. 


G BATAYAN NG 
MASARAP NA BRANDY., 


A: 

Paragua still 
in hunt for 
GM result 


FILIPINO International Master Mark Paragua remained on 
target for his second straight crown and the third and fi 
nal norm he needs to earn а full grandmaster’ title by 
scoring 1.5 points in two late rounds in the second leg 
ofthe Alushta Tournament in Crimea, Ukraine. 

The 20-year-old Para- 
gua halved the point with 
Christian Pedersen of 
Denmark in the 12th 
round and then proceed- 
ей to outplay Russian IM 

Sergey Vokarev in the 

13th to push his total to 

а tournamentleading 


But in order to fi- 
nally gain the GM ti- 
tle, the Philippines’ 

ÀS No.1-ranked player 

must hurdle his last - 
two matches, inciud- 
ing a crucial 14th 
round duel with 

Russian GM Venia- 

men Shtyrenkoy. 

final 


Stand-in IM Garma vaults into lead 


round opponent—IM Yuriy 
Kuzubov—is no pushover either. 

The young Ukrainian is tech- 
nically already а GM, having 
earned his third norm in the first 
ofthe three-leg Alushta series. 

Kuzubov is currently the 
world's second youngest GM ог 
GM-elect at 1% years, seven 
* months and 12 days. 

Paragua plays the black pieces 
against Shtyrenkov, one of the 
three GMs in the tournament, 
and white versus the dangerous 
Kuzubov. 

The léman Category IX 
event with an average rating of 
2454 requires a player to score 
at least 11 points to gain a GM 
norm and 7.5 points for an IM 
norm. Marlon Bernardino 


In women's play unheralded Loreshyl 
Cuizon beat giant-killer Daisy Rivera in 
56 moves of Caro-Kann to gain the solo 
Jead with 2.0 points. 

Rivera, who beat top seed WIM Bev- 
епу Mendoza in the first, is stuck at 1.0, 

WNM Carmelita Abanes defeated 
"WNM Carmelita Alvarez in 41 moves of 
Slav to take second spot with 1.5 points, 

"WEM Sheerie Joy Lomibao debuted 
with a draw against WIM Cristine Rose 
Mariano in 15 moves of Dutch while 
WNM Kathryn Ann Cruz also halved the. 
point with Mendoza. Marlon Bernardi- 
no, Contributor. 


‘Drink moderately. 
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ств" 
(Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction) 
'a non-invasive hair grat 


сти” achieves a non-surgical objective 
through viscous molecular binding п 
‘order to place grafs of hair on your scaip. 
Wes not surgery. s по conventional hair 
replacement Is somewhere in between 
fight where you want to be 


CONSUUATON 
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j CALL NOW: 


845-0879 
22 924-1894 


A cosmetically significant increase 
in Halr Density Guranteed! 


се: Suite 714 Herrera Tower, 98 Harrera Car. Valero Sts. 2 [А 
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Toyota kt 


Take the lead in the race for a brand new Vios. 


Just head for the nearest participating Toyota dealer and avail of any Genuine Toyota Service, 
Toyota Thunder Service or buy original Toyota parts for your chance to win a brand new Toyota Vios- 
in the grand draw of Toyota Е1 Team Fever 2. Also up for grabs are Panasonic Digital Video Cameras, | 
Panasonic TAU (25") 635 mm Fiat Screen TVs, Panasonic D-Snaps, Panasonic Digital Still Cameras шй 
Denso Iridium Spark Plugs and Toyota F1 Team Remote Control cars. = 3 


30TH MARHO RACES 


D'ansoy. 
Key Apo 


| yesterday at the Santa Ana Park. 


“SSE 
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‘Promo period is frm September 13 to December 11, 2004, See posters and fyer for details, Per DIT-NCR Permit No. 1945, Series of 2004, _, 


уон 


outkick 
rivals 


By Edwin Villanueva, contributor 


LOCAL galloper Dandansoy and 
classy import Key Apo topped their re- 
spective fields to share top billing in 
the Marho 30th Anniversary racefest 


Flashing her patent- 
ed late rush, Dandansoy 
captured the Smart-Ed- 
wardo Cojuangco Л 
Cup, while Key Apo, 
showing why hes the 
№. 1 import around, 
aimed the British Cup. 

In the Cojuangco | 
Cup honoring the 
founding — chairpresi- 
ent of Marho, Dandan- 
soy put on a big kick 
down the stretch totum 
back Ouzo and win the 
1,600-merer event by 
twolengths 

The five-year-old bay 
mare owned by Man- 
daluyong Rep. Benhur Abalos bagged P600,000 
under the guidance of Dominador “Rapid Fire” 
Borbe Jr, while Hermie Esguerra's Ouzo, ridden 
by Pat Dilema, settled for P225,000. 

“Nakuha sa tiyaga (My patience paid off" 
gushed Borbe, who took over the reins from 
Jonathan Hemandez 

Dandansoy, sired by Lioubovnik out of Pain in 
the Neck and bred by Marho chair Sandy Javier, 
docked 1:398 (23.5-22.5-245-27). Being There 
arrived fourth, followed by Cutting Edge, Neat 
Laurel, top pick West Bound, Sexiest and Stones. 

Ouzo, who won the Flash Mile two weeks ago, 
carried the march as expected and appeared 
headed fora wirezo-wire romp until Dandansoy 
peeled ой from a tight bunch at the top of the 
stretch and unloaded а searing rally 

Inthe British Cup, also disputed over the mile, 
Key Apo, owned by Marho chief Aristeo "Риа 
Puyat, bucked an early pressure by Crystal Show 
then quashed a bid by Real Slew in the strech to 
prevail by two lengths. 

"The Johnny Sordan-trained Key Apo, a five- 
year-old bay сой sired by Perugino out of Affotee 
and winner of the opening leg of the Impons 
Stakes Series, pocketed P250,000. He clocked 
1:40 flat (23-23.5-24.5-28). 

“Alam kong may иза kay Crystal Show kaya 
di ko inapura (1 know Crystal Show will apply 
carly pressure so just bided ту time)," said Key 
‘Apo’ jockey Antonio Alcasid Jr. 

Earlier, Ésguerra' Вшакейа ruled the Smart- 
Fedro Cojuangco Cup, one of the special races 
honoring the 15 founders of Marho. 

“it's been a successful staging of Marho's 30th 
anniversary, Thank you very much to all those 
‘who supported us like Smart, the Philracom and 
the bayang karerista,” said Puyat 


Мз E Ne 


Putch Puyat takes his 
placeat the podium. 


KEY Apo (left) makes his move In the 
homestretch to beat Crystal Show (right) 
and Real Slew. езтшон 
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Nullify tim fest selection 


process, Says producer 


By Marinel R. Cruz Trinidad was asked to*assist"in. vor Régal Films.” 
the evaluation of documents М Meng Tam, president of the 
THE SELECTION process of the previously presented to the ex- Metro Manila Theaters Associa- 
у Metro Manila Film Festival ecutive committee. She said е Чоп, is a stockholder of Regal En- 
© s ~ should be nullified becauseitsof- spite Trinidad’s findings, aswell tertainment. 
STARRY STARRY night. (From left) Angeli P. Valenciano, Martin | ficials made “a mockery ofitsau- as the data gathered by MMDA "Тһе existence of interlocking 
Nievera, Gary Valenciano, Richard Merkandothersperfarmat | thority” when they chose the chief of staff Rolando Josef, the interests in this case and the 
thelatter’s bar Thursday. eight official entries, according to execom has "insufferably re- slightest inclination of bias are 
rawornawstto | the independent film company fused to take å stand and resolve more than sufficient for them to 


MLR Films. the matter.” inhibit themselves from taking RULEBREAKERS, “Therearea 
Artists turn out Ч\е ML Fimsenty,“Minsan Alonso was refering i, any partin the selection proces numberof rules (iim fest oficias) 
Pa,” was not among the final among others, copies of docu- Alonso said of the Ngs. didnot follow,” says Alonso. 


о eight films chosen to be part of ments from the Securities and Ex- 
«оғ a friend? /AGO Жыш" Шошо 
H “The evidence presented by иѕ fying that BasFilms Production is ay " [a 
producers would reveal the Kind not registered with the SEC, that Jy LET'S EIT 
of selection process that was con-  MaQ's registration had been re- 2 ти TOP FACIAL SALON 
ducted," MLR Films producer, voked on Nov. 3, 2003, and that ч 
lawyer Joji Alonso, told InquineR MegaVision committed a “major 
Е 
“There аге а number of rules that tain its stock and transfer book. 
they (officials) did not follow.” InguineR Entertainment last 
p eae NU E Ces : 
Е 
Puoi eiusd er did Dermatologie 


inclusion of four films all “con- ап paid the appropriate penal- 


nected” to Regal Entertainments ties last Aug. 1. $ е 
Lily Monteverde among the final Ingumer Entertainment also огогеез. 20% ORE 
\ р 


eight. obtained copies of SEC docu. | 

“лгө had said four of the ments liti the revocation of | Botox Mia 
mores m the. foal line. MaQsregistiationonAug.24. | Syringoma — ‚ оп selected риа 
up—"Mano Po 3," "AishiteImasu "The decision to include | Restylane И еей. 

1941, "Que Sera Sera,” and (Ма?) film entry in the festival Perlane 
^Sigaw—vere all “productions should be considered null and | Power Peet ATE 
ofthe Monteverde group.” void, Alonso said in her letter to. | Laser Наш Removal OF AXALA CENTER 

"Que Sera Sera" was identified Fernando, “considering that at BOTOX 
ийе festival ешр as a produe. the tme the decison was rene |. 

Чоп of Regal Entertainment, dered, Мад Productions was not 

ша” of MegiVision and acorporaüon 

“Aishite Imasu 1941" of BasFilms “In the absence of the certifi- 
Productions. MaQ Productions, Е: at the time of 
Said to bea satelite company of the їп of application (for in- 
Regal, is producing Mano Po 3.” clusion in the festival) and the = WITH BRANCHES AT: 

‘MLR Films is producing “Min- (promulgation of the) decision, | зили ушаны опора 
san Pa," starring Jomari Yllana (Ма) has no legal capacity to 
and Ara Mina, which did not act asa corporation," she added. 
‘qualify for the year-end festival, Alonso also argued that with Rea mai 

in a Sept. В letter to MMEF ` theater owner Ng Meng Tam be- | et Ec ae es 
overall chair Bayani Fernando, ing a member of the MMFF exe- ш рини > uan enta SC LUE 
who is also the chair of the Мето com and his son Marcus Ng being EVER сотезсо MALLS NOW OPEN 
Manila Development Authority, part of the selection committee, | dre 7" iuge > 5 OREENBELT AYALA CENTER 
‘Alonso accused the MMFF execu- "there exists a great possibility of |зоонтр.десыь о CYBER ONE MALL, EASTWOOD "EAST GRANDMALL I 
tive committee of “ball-tossing,” partiality in their decision to fa- 
adding that, “instead 
of immediately re- 
solving the protest я 
К МВ  DAVAOENOS, GET INTO THE CORE OF THE LOCAL NEWS! 
богаче DELVE INTO THE HEART OF THE ISSUE. 
less mockery of its 
authority" 

Meo ing до 
Alonso, lawyer Mel 


POWER вен, Коити AL rici 


irgeon avallable for consultation 


spaghetti,” says the new 
septuagenarian Loren. 
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PHYSIQUES. 


GOLD'S GYM, VENICE,CA,USA. Ever wonder hog movie lr pet tr "Haliyucof physique? Ever wonder ithu 
sbe pacs is special efe oen тиза tne? For tno frst ime ever, ta people behind Holywood big caps andi. 
levine, veal tha sorata of what N takes to get in shape ter to big sereen. "op cobi капын om бойга Gym, 
home to Hollywood's biggest stars, ge us a "sneak peak" of Hollywood's fates tnos trends and how ћемо can wark 

ij lor you. Gola Gyms Acheung Balanco vainer Mio Ryan, who has worked wih Mark Walberg and The Rok, ay te 
а about lence: A rhy combination o cardio enerelses, astanco raining and det. Ryan pralars at his conta 


jp wot oa мен 40 mies wih Зло on cardio and a мт resistance € 
ae aa ч you dant have he tine for 40 minutes of exercise a day, do your bret to do. NE PREMIERES TONIGHT 
| _ whatever you can: Every ti bit helps". snye Ryan. Anchored by credible news personalities @ 10:30 
БИ. ANDY RARA AND KHAREN MAE SERRA 

| Gerona — 752-8081 With the support and expertise of tho ABS-CBN News ond Current ey 

Robinson's ‘Affairs Team which put together Davao's number one news be, 25 

ORAO PITE -MEHQUA слов el JORDAN Galna 634-0908 program, TV PATROL CENTRAL MINDANAO. Bk MAr 
еее eres ее SPEAR Gal's AS 

MOT сү ANGIE чат неком TOU CRUSE. S Харет 848-5444 

Фаш оса салон ok ео ел гы. зна 


“Toe oon ine lo In Davao only. 


grn, STUDIO 


DAVAO 


(——— ———— PRÉ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER C" 


| 


«рас 


ап 
cage 


ByMarinet R. Cruz 
Photos by jim Guiao Punzalan 


CONTROVERSIAL young actor 
Cogie Domingo has resigned him- 
self to the fact that show business 
and intrigues come as a “package 
deal" 

“Туе leamed to accept that 
show biz thrives on intrigue,” 
says Cogie who, at 19, has al- 
ready dealt with more than а 
star's usual share of controver- 
sies, especially his alleged use of 
prohibited drugs, which he and 
his family consistently deny. * 
"That is why I ignore ru- 
mors, unless they hit me + 
below the belt. They аге OF 
not rue, anyway" 

For advice, Cogie goes 
to three people: his moth- 
er, Zen Fernandez, manager, Joji 
Dingcong, and his friend, fellow 
actor Patrick Garcia, 

"Every time my mom hears ог 
reads something about 
what 1 supposedly 
did or didn't do, 
she makes sure 
to talk to me 
about ой" 

Сое tells 
InouneR En- 
tertainment 
at the fami- 
lys condominium unit in Makati 
City. "With her, you don't even 
have to ask for advice. Its auto- 


WALKING TALL in black leather 


FREE AGAIN. He wore this 
prisoner's shirt in one scene 
of “Deathrow.” 


‘The biggest lesson he says he 
has learned from mom is to al- 
ways be humble and respectful of 
other people. From his manager 
Joji, itis to give my best if I really 
want to make it in show biz.” 

‘Among his fellow actors, he 
says Patrick is closest to him. “I 
can tell him anything I want. He's 
a very serious person. I think he's 
mature for his age.” 

Cogie says acting was his child- 
hood dream. “Maarte na kasi ta- 
laga ako kahit nung bata pa ako," 
he says, Actor-commercial model 
Boy 2 Quizon and the latters ас. 
tor unde, Vandolph, motivated 
him to join show biz, he says. 

"T met Boy 2 because his mom 
was once my mom's client in her 
business," Cogie recalls. ‘A lot of 
times, I would hang out at Boy 2s 
house, which was also where 1 
met Vandolph." 

When he was 10 years old, Co- 
gie joined the cast of ABS-CBN's 
"Cyberkada." He was featured in 
the Regal suspense-drama, "Sa 
Piling ng mga Aswang,” opposite 
no less than Maricel Soriano. The 
following year, he got an even 
bigger break when he became 
part of Jose Javier Reyes 
Yakapin Mo ang Umaga,” where 
he played son to Christopher de 
Leon and Lorna Tolentino. 

He co-starred with actor-direc- 


+) 


AWARD-WINNING, He has 
мот this suit to four awards 
shows, but “no one has noticed.” 


NOTBY DESIGN. The 
Penshoppe jeans got ripped 
because of age, not design. 


PHOTOGRAPHS AND MEMORIES. The photographs are from his chil 
transferred to their Makati condo unit three years ago. 
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tor Eddie Garcia in ће award- 
winning flm fest елпу 
“Deathrow” directed by Joel 
Lamangan. Не was later 
launched as a teen star in "Cool 
Dudes,” with James Blanco and 
Danilo Barrios, 

Despite his achievements in 
the movies, Cogie considers him- 
self merely lucky. "T think I was 
just lucky Iwas able to work with 
excellent actors and directors,” 
he says. "They were really patient 
with me. I didn't want to disap- 
point them so I did the best I 

could." 

Cogie says he is most 

comfortable being on 
СМА 7s weekly youth 
show, oy Ride." "I play a 
character named Jason,” 
he says. "He's rich and а 
spoiled brat. He found out he has 

brother who is his total oppo- 
site. 

“Üm not like him, though,” Co- 
gie adds, “especially when it 

x comes to fash- 
ion prefer 
ence. The 
character 
imo po- 
105, long 
sleeves 
and formal 
Suits. Ricky Martin type. 1 don't 
like wearing long sleeves, 1 be- 
came an actor because I don't like 
wearing office attire.” 

Shirts. "I like this because it 
the most colorful ofall my shirts. 
got this in China when we went 
there to shoot ‘Mano Po' in 2002. 
We had last-minute shopping. 1 
love the Ducati emblem on the 
back because I'm а biker fan, 

"This Penshoppe shirt is mem- 
rable because I wore it in ‘Kung 
Mawawala Ka,” both in the first 
and the last episodes, I think we 
got three other shirts identical to 
this. My stunt double in the show 
had to wear the same. 

"This black polo is also special 
because I bought this in China. 1 
also have this in white, but I can 
find it right now. I like the fabric. 
It doesn't need ironing. 

“My mom bought these khaki 
shirts їп China at a really cheap 
price. 1 also wore them in ‘Mano 
Poe 

“This is one of the shirts | wore 
in ‘Deathrow? 1 wore it in only 
one scene because they said I had 
toweara real prison shirt like the 
other prisoners.” 

Jeans. "This is from Penshoppe 
also. 1 like its unique texture. If 
you look at it closely, it’s striped. 
Also, I had always wanted a pair 
of jeans that’s light-colored like 
this. [found one in Penshoppe. 

"^l like loose jeans. I don't think. 
the straight cut would look good 
on me. I have this Penshoppe pair 


THE 


CIVIC DUTY. He checks the oilin 
vehicles he shares with his mom. 


‘Every time my 
mom hears or 
reads something 
about whatI 
supposedly did or 
didn't do, she 
makes sure to talk 
to me about it 


lldhood in Ayala Alabang where he grew up. He and his mom 
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‘warm so I really feel protected. 1 
hardly use this in the Philippines, 
though. My mom bought it in the 
States, 

“For pang-porma, 1 use this 
gray water-repellant type from 
Nike, Ies lightweight, which isthe 
total opposite of my other jacket. 
А fan gave this Nike to me. Не 
lives in Japan, but he keeps fiying 
back and forth. Pm grateful." 

Suits. “Only two persons make 
my suits, Paul Cabral is one. The 
other is my dad’s tailor whose 
пате is Boy. I tell them 1 want 
suits with Chinese collar so don't 
have to wear neckties. Also be- 
cause they say my neck is long. 

"Wearing barong Tagalog 
makes me feel uncomfortable. 
Don't ask me why. I first wore one 
to my uncle's wedding in Indi- 
anapolis afew years back.” 

Shoes. “Most of my favorites 
are in the саг But among the 
pairs in my bedroom, I like this 
black leather high-cut pair the 
most. Гуе worn it about a hun- 
dred times it’s already falling 
apart, You won't believe this but 
this is a Nike-Kenneth Cole pair. I 
like is simplicity and the unique 
style ofits aerosoles. 

"My favorite running shoes are 
Merrell. Pm a size 11. Gusto kong 
style ушп pahaba. Fm not into 
those typical basketball shoes na 
takaw-mata. I also like light-col- 
огей ones. 1 found a perfect pair 
in Merrell. 

“The pair Pm wearing now is 
also an old favorite. 1 wear it 
when ‘my Merrells аге not 
around. Гизе this when I feel like 
wearing white. It’s from K-Swiss. 
1 think this is S years old. 

“These Nike slip-ons have been 
with me for the longest time. Isa 
wonder they're still alive. This 
‘comes with a pair of aqua-socks. I 
brought this with me to Boracay 
trips thrice already” 

Accessories, “I'm not really in- 
tonecklaces, The one I'm wearing 
now is a costume in Joyride.’ 1 
don'ttake itoff anymore.” 

* got this Swatch watch as a 
birthday gift from GMA 7. 1 like 
the style, Ifill have to have itad- 
justed before 1 could use it, 
though.” 

Perfume, “like Clinique Happy. 
1 don't know why, maybe because 
bagay sa pH ko. just lke the smell. 
tes as if when lm using it, I smell 
even better when I perspire." 

Eyewear, “Killer Loop shades 
are the best. Mine are in the car, 
too. They have blue lenses and 
the frame is oblongish. 1 like 
them because the lenses can be 
changed.” 


the Honda Civic, one of several 


1 like so much that I still use it 
even when it's already torn at the 
knees. It got ripped because it's so 
old. I think this is almost 6 years 
old now." 

Shorts. “This is the newest 
style of Penshoppe shorts. The 
firsttime I saw one, kumuha agad 
ako. It has drawstrings, but the 
strings are hidden. I first wore it 
when 'Lagot Ka’ shot an episode 
in Dakkak. Can you see the holes? 
One time, while 1 was driving, 1 
accidentally burned it with a 
cigarette. Buhay pa rin. | also 
have it in green. 

“I discovered board shorts only 
recently. used to go to the beach 
wearing basketball shorts. 1 have 
other board shorts but this sky- 
blue pair is my favorite because 
its light colored." 

Jackets. "This is very thick and 


SWATCH watch 
Ба from GMA 7. 
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GUITARMAN 
brings his musical 
Instruments 
to tapings. 


T'S THE SHOES (5-year-old K-Swiss pal) 
he's showing ой, not the yellow trolley. 
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‘THE AUDIENCE had been sufficiently 
forewamed: "Nightmares will rise 
from the heart and feed on your 
blood.” m characterisically grim 
fashion, the prologue went on 
speaking about "pale shad- 
ом. E 

What followed was a 
flickering version of "Nosfer- 
atu, A Symphony of Ter 
Tor'—or the 84 minutes that 
remain of what studio exec- 
utives hacked бот EW. 
Murnau's footage of the first vampire 
movie, which film historians have put 
back together. 

It was the closing film of "Movies. 
Live,” Goethe Institu’s offering of 
four masterpieces from the German 
silent cinema at SM Megamall last 
month. (This screening was accom- 
panied by live scoring of a band of 
young progressive musicians appro- 
priately called Garlic.) 

Astonishingly, under threat of a 
supertyphoon, a horde of film enthu- 
siasts braved rain and wind and jam- 
packed the theater. These were most- 
ly young folks probably curious 
about the legendary status of this 
1922 film about а nocturnal crea- 
ture. 

In “250 Landmark Movies,” culled 
by the Museum of the Moving Image 
of the British Film Institute, we are in- 
formed: This masterwork provided 
the reference point for every Dracula 
film that followed, including Herzog's 
majestic 1979 remake ‘Nosferatu the 
‘Vampyre’.” 

‘This is the familiar story of love 
and vampirism based on Bram Stok- 
ers Gothic novel. Because of copy- 
right problems with the Stoker estate, 
however, the filmmakers had to make 
necessary changes: Count Dracula 
becomes Count Orlock, dubbed Nos- 
feratu, or The Un- 


ы 


dead; Jonathan 
Harker is now 
Thomas Hutter, and 


so forth 


Troubled souls 
The film has a lush 
formal beauty. Alu- 
sons to Romantic 
paintings and Gothic 
architecture abound. 
Seen by many as 
anti-Semitic, от 
prophetic of the ad- 
vent of Nazism, it 
was poorly received 
‘outside Europe. But 
because of the ac- 
claim by the Surreal- 
ists, its reputation 
flourished. 

We can imagine its 
appeal to the Surreal- 
ists, what with its 
“deliberately — rich 
and nerve-shattering 
montage" of som- 
nambulism, trance, 
madness, nightmare, 
possession, the un- 
Conscious. lt could be 
а product as much as 
a portrait of un- 
hinged mind, an 
archetype of the Ger- 
man mystical fms of 
the 1920s. 

This is а group of 
ster, — fantastic, 
macabre films which 
include Robert 
Wiene's "The Cabinet 
of Dr. Caligari,” Paul 
Wegeners “The 
Golem," Fritz Lang's 
“Destiny” Murnaus 
“Nosferatu” and 
"ust—A German 
Folk Tale.” They 
chiefly constitute 
what has come to be 
known as German 
Expressionism in cin- 
ema, 

“Thomas. Elsaesser 
in "The Oxford Histo- 
ту of World Cinema" 
has identified their 
characteristics ав 
“self-conscious syl 
ination of décor, ges- 


sions as evidence of 
the inner torment 
and dilemmas in 
those for whom those 
films were made.” 


German Expres- 
sionism, which 
emerged in the 


Weimar years, might 
have been spawned 
by Romanticism and 
Сок, though Lotte 
Eisner in "The Haunt- 
ed Screen" and 
Siegfried Kracauer in 


REVIEW 


Sa P28 long bawal araw, moss 
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tego cech nl 


“Prom Caligari to Hitler" would have 
seen these films as symptoms of trou- 
bled souls. 


Unnatural world 
Murnau's film mesmerizes with its 
trancelike rhythm and indelible im- 
ages. It must have terrorized ear- 
ly audiences with its special 
effects (the tarpaulin re- 
moving itself, a ship hatch 
opening on its own, the huge 
«Ў Black shadow of the vam- 

pire). 

And there are what film 
historian Gerald Mast identifies as 
the deadly emanations of this man: 
rats, a wolf, the bare stony walls of 
the caste, the phantom carriage, the 
ghostly ship. 

"These primitive effects may have 
now become commonplace to the 
point of triteness, but they were radi- 
cal at that time. The negative expo- 
sure of film, which marks the transi- 
tion when Thomas Hutter crosses the 
bridge from the natural world to the 
world ofthe irrational, was quoted by 
Cocteau in "Orphée" and Godard in 
“Alphaville.” 

Says film essayist Janet Bergstrom: 
“Murnau created some of the most 
vivid images in German expressionist 
cinema, Nosferatu's shadow ascend- 
ing the stairs towards the woman 
who awaits him evokes an entire era. 
and genre of filmmaking... The un- 
natural penetrates фе ordinary 
world, as when Nosferatu's ship 
glides into the harbor with its freight 
ОР coffins, rats, sailors’ corpses and 
plague.” 

More hair-raising than the visual 
effects, something which hasn't dat- 
ed, is the central performance of Max 
Schreck as the vile and hideous crea- 
ture. (The name alone is а neck- 
twister) Says Bergstrom: "Max 
Schreck as Nosferatu is a passive 


"NERVE-SHATTERING." Max 
Schreck as Nosferatu is one of the 
“indelible images” in the Murnau fiim. 


predator, the very icon of cinematic 
Expressionism...” 


Nocturnal tale 

This film, though, is less expres- 
sionistic than others made at the 
time, and more naturalistic, particu- 
larly in its use of real locations to ere- 
ate atmosphere instead of the usual 
stylized studio sets. Count Orlocks 
castle for instance, isa real 13th-cen- 
tury structure, the Oravasky Castle in. 
Slovakia. 

Despite this radical film realism, 
however, some elements fall short 
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WASHINGTON—Actor Macaulay Culkin 
was jailed Friday on charges of possessing 
marijuana and a dangerous controlled 
substance without a prescription, police 
said. 

Culkin, 24, was a passenger in a 
car that was pulled over for speed- 
ing Friday in Oklahoma, Capt. Jef- 
frey Becker of the Oklahoma City 
Police Department said in а state- 
ment. 

Police were given permission to 
search the car by its driver and found 
marijuana and $3,000 dollars cash in a 
fag that the young actor said belonged to 

im. 

Culkin was also carrying pills, later iden- 
tified as Xanex and Clonzebam, in his pock- 
et, and admitted that he did not have a pre- 


Suow 
STOPPER who posted bond and left 


Home Alone’ star jailed 
Jor drug possession 


scription for them, the statement said. 
“Culkin was transported to the Okla- 
homa County Jail and booked on the state 
charges of possession of a controlled dan- 
gerous substance without a prescription, 
Possession of marijuana, and a mu- 
nicipal charge of possession of 

marijuana," it said. 

Both the driver and Culkin, 


short time later, were described 
as cooperative during the inci- 
dent. 

Culkin was one of the highest paid 
child actors of all time when he starred. 
in two "Home Alone" movies in 1990 
and 1992 but has not recaptured his for: 
mer fame in his acting career since then. 

AFP 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2004 


‘THE AXN channel has come up with a novel 
kind of reality show, a search for The Next Ac- 
tion Star. Like “American Idol" and similar tilts 
before it, TNAS sent out а general audition 
call for buff and personable young men and 
‘women who thought they had it in them to be 
the next Arnold Schwarzenegger and An- 
gelina Jolie. 

Аз expected, thousands of hopefuls audi- 
tioned, but only a few passed muster, Some 
16 of them made it to the finals, which put 
them through their paces in terms'of acting 
and action routines, 

Each week, one male and one female fi- 
nalist is eliminated, until the two winners 
and certified new action stars remain. 
‘Their prize is nothing less than stardom in 
а new action movie intended to showcase 
their appeal, talent and action-adventure 
prowess 

‘We've been watching the show since its au- 
dition phase. The last time we viewed it, the 
finalists had been pared down to a baker's 
dozen. What do the surviving finalists have in 
соттоп? 

‘They are young, buff, agile, goodlooking, 
charismatic, daring, and ambitious like hec 
Some of them look like they'l relly do well as 
action leads, во ifthe selectors are objective 
and astute in their decisions, the search's suc- 
cessful conclusion appears to be assured. 

On the other hand, the search process itself 
is occasionally unproductive, and even frus- 
trating. 

“The first downer came early in the finals, 
when the contestants were made to do a 
rather graphic bed scene to see how they 
would register as sexy romantic leads. 

This early focus on stripping and 
smooching threw off some of the finalists, and 
with good reason, Sure, action stars some- 
times do daring love scenes, but to make such 
a big deal of it so early in the game threw the 
process off-kilter. 

‘The situation further deteriorated when 
the edited scenes were screened. They were 
so perfunctory and banal that we wondered 
what the fuss over "thespic honesty and com- 
mitment” was all about. 

Succeeding telecasts have confirmed the 
excessively demanding and stressful nature of 
the finalist phase of the search. Directors and 
talent scouts argued passionately over every 
trivial issues, and the finished scenes shown 
atthe end of each episode betrayed the lack of 
substance and relevance of their “operatic” 
arguments. 

The way they carried on, you would think 
they were looking for leads for a thespic and 
cinematic masterpiece, not an action flick. 

Reality check, people, and dont over 
whelm these hapless newcomers with your 
florid and intimidating exaggerations. It's on- 
Iyan action movie, afterall, 


‘First Daughter’ 

IN FOREST Whitaker's new flm, “First 
Daughter,” Katie Holmes plays Samantha 
Mackenzie, whose father (Michael Keaton) 
just happens to be the President of the United 
States. As expected, when Samantha goes off 
to college, she yearns to live like other stu 
dents, but isn't allowed to. The film deals with 
her trials and tribulations in a comedic and 
poignant way. 


“Pepe en Pilar’ 
GANTIMPALA Theater Foundation presents 
its musical, “Pepe en Pilar” on Oct. 1-3 and 
Nov, 19-21 at St. Cecilia's Hall, St. Scholatis- 
саз College, and on Oct. 8-10 at the AFP The- 
ater Call 899-5745. 

Performers include Roy Rolloda, Kimberly 
Diaz, Tosca Puno, Ronald Concepcion, 
Kakai Bautista, and China Cojuangco. Jun 
E Flavier Pablo directs 


Silver anniversary 
THE FRIENDS for Cultural Concerns of the 
Philippines celebrate their silver anniversary 


Star-studded 
month at Tavern 


IT'S A star-studded September at the Tavern 
оп the Square, which is also celebrating its 
anniversary this month 

Director Wyngard Tracy has whipped up a 
fun and fabulous entertainment menu for the 
month, Tavern's regular bands are Freestyle 
every Monday; Escape every Tuesday (except 
Sept. 21); Side A every Wednesday (except 
Sept. 22); Wise Guys every Thursday (except 
Sept. 23); Route 70 every Friday, and sensa- 
tional new band Raymond Bagatsing and the 
Bandidoz every Saturday. 

Freestyle ties the Wednesday slot on Sept. 
22. 

“Tavern once again serves asthe the launch- 
ing pad of fresh musical talents like Raymond 
Bagatsing and the Bandidoz, led by the 
award-winning actor himself 

А poet of depth and range, Raymond will 
sing his own pop-rock compositions, "Ics real- 
Iyeclectic,” he describes his music. Ч am basi- 
cally а music guy who can appreciate any- 
thing and everything from The Police to John 
‘Mayer, тот George Benson to Joey Ayala." 

‘Other screen stars are also crossing over to 
‘Tavern. On Sept. 23, "Rated R” serves up 
hunky ‘Troy Montero in concert. Singer-ac- 
tress Rachel Alejandro graces the Tavern 
stage tomorrow night, Sept. 21, 

Expect more star power and more surprises 
in the coming months. Tavern on the Square 
is on the second floor of Greenbelt 3 in 
Makati. It is open from Monday to Saturday 
starting at 6 p.m., with shows at 9:30 p.m. 

For reservations and inquiries, call 757- 
4484 or BS, 


— ————— 


Search for new action stars 


at 5 p.m. on Sept. 27 at the main lobby of the 
Manila Polo Club. The FCCP's chair emeritus 
is Chito Madrigal Collantes. 


Feedback 
FROM Lorenzo 8. Abacan of Meycauayan, 
Bulacan: “It is evident that TV shows that 
search for the latest young stars in town have 
gained marked popularity among Pinoy view- 
“Corollary to this, a growing number of 
parents encourage, support or even push 
their children to join those contests. Some 


: VIEWFINDER 


› ciated ло 


winners readily decide to temporarily or per- 
‘manently stop studying, to focus on perform- 


ingon TV 
“I hope that these 
are not indications 
that entering show 
biz is slowly but 
surely replacing 
getting a college de- 
gree as the Filipino 
family's way of en- 
suring its children’s 
bright future, 
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"That is why 1 can't help but ask at this 
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ng pamilyang Pilipino’? 


OPENS SEPTEMBER 22 


From the producer who gave you JULIA STILES “The Prince & Me' 
"Fastingktng, An erotic tension that is convincing and sensual." 


PICS) 


A Journey 
Beyond 


Pleasure. 


— 
» Mover Shainber 


| SLAVE TO LO | 


4 GR s ее. 
ES 


a MILLAT 
JOVOVICH 


‚ Tha Baginning of the and, 


$ 


S 


pr 


КУ Иа ОВЕН OL CA 
и ТТИ 
7 сонне ок” 


кө 
и 


[252 $ 


na 
s Screen 
И. Aan M goddess 
LE ет AYALA CINEMAS Ex | Sophia 


TOP MOVIE THEATER schedules may change without prior notice, For verification call 720-7777 B» 
wa! National Family Consumers АТС | ai |. Ga ACC is 70 


Consumor's Quality Award 2003 Choice Award 2003 ee | es түз — | чш 


11900 тн ROME—Sophia Lo- 
NOW SHOWING MSS. зарде |l "# |5 ыы] ie (1 ren, the alian 
RE pum : gereen goddess who 
Е 911510 16 mm Com is 70 on Monday has 
€) GALLERIA Som, 2 "38 | concer [у= [OOM ОЕ] шы. Фо generated а шеш 
CINEMA Я iem ee Cre aT GERD зо PORES | эшш eal of comment 
EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING оов | 7 койо | "ри остаз 
dne ок 3,088 3 revo sin Ў lovi: 
TH 1:10, 145,420, 655,930 EM он ale 
E GB1 — tion of quotes by and 
EXORCIST: am ME about hia, culled 
13 G0NG ON 30 THE TERMINAL THE BEGINNING {жон ase ons | 4 юк|4 senem Ё fom her oficiat web 
2D ozs 2,300,520 ze 1000 | Э nin tas, a30, ras 1000 Msg seed 5 1 13.S0iNG on ac Ж, Кан ааг 
тне, |4 renc snui aR FE am aco 
Бы oou HET NDA 5 retin. 2 „о бале? Ву Sophia: "Sex 
1020, 240,300,529, 40, 1000 | оло чо, 300,620,740, 1090 |, / 1240, 300,820,740, 1000 appeal is 50 percent 
-l what you've got and 


50 percent what peo- 
ANACONDAS THE NOTEBOOK DODGEBALL бең ауд 
жалан |9 ашшы || ple think you've go. 


ааа зар GLORIETTA TOWN es “The two big ad- 


4 Е Monday to Егу 10 am-apm except holidays ^ irri ТЕЕ vantages | had at 
Dubai BU poet ect ae ‘APPLIANCE MADNESS INTEL EXHIBIT E SEE Sigue. [| binh were to have 
Regular Price: P150 THX / Р95/85 for two levels cinemas / P96 for one level cinemas а аай 'Sebtambor 18 2008 been born wise and 


гч to have been born in 
ERMITA . 536-7809 to 12 1 poverty” . 
@ ER ao 1880: ИЕ T ыйы 


BEGINNING 10:10, 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 9:50 Grewnverr2 pum m Er that one 


3 425 
TERMINAL 


i GREENBELT 2: MUSIC STYLES. School you need nev- 
2, „монт 13 GOING ON 20 ANACONDAS toon ag ROBUST Ө Нот NEO CORPO ART XHIBIT, er deam anything 


[ACOUSTIC JIVE WI MAY $ Бер. 16-30 (Greanbolt 3 Lobby) 
1096, 1250, 305,520, 735,080 лод 29,610,820, 1000 м, аг, 200, $10,720,040 пасва a ли ШОШ d 


REPERTORY PHILIPPINES presents PINOCCHIO 1 Mais bie ed 
XX FENG SHUL THE TERMINAL at REP's GLOBE THEATER - August 7 lo December 12, 2004 [Gane anak - 


Кошто and бсо please cal 504982 to bd ра 
Фметво EAST у 682-8199/99 1682-8280 vov 7 Yourself, That is why 


uud ro А some people with 
1 MINDHUNTERS [2 DODGEBALL SPEM № к mediocre talent, but 


with great inner 

кї, 140, ало, бло, 9:10 1050, 12:50, 250, 4:50, 6:50, 900 rear deed 

TUE further than people 

‘THE TERMINAL ANACONDAS THE NOTEBOOK 4 with vastly superior 

045,135,945, 618.000 лоп гоз 28,425,835,800 | нао 0.00020 900 T talent” 
L— = Y "Mistakes are а 
EXORCIST: P 74% E the di 

13 GOING ON 30 FENG SHUI part of the dues one 
Don арным» | 7» THESESNNING 10,1240, 310, 540,870,030 | : pays fora full life.” 

Diis ons ыык ш | / nan coca nx | ни = б рео 

i] s a should be like a 


Citisquare. о xarbed-wire 
NOVALICHES Ф›мАгАвон LIPA ehe Er 


5322131 d ‘757-3664 312-5070 x p wm wp 


1 eer 126 со йош obstructing 
JEXORCISTTHE BEGINNING THE BEGINING bonis vai КЕ u 
2тнЕ STEPFORD WIVES ME eing beautiful 


can never hurt, but 


FENG SHUI : о u ave to ым 
MINDHUNTERS : * yo To have 
ll 3 THE PRINCESS DIARIES 2 Б: | m keee 
DODGEBALL | 4 EC iow shown sparkie, you ave о 
3 e е fun, you have to 

ANACONDAS | 5 ANACONDAS . EE ists Hem [| mae your brain 
3 ? work if you have 


FENG SHUI 


ANACONDAS ч one,” 
STA. ROSA 3 r. About Sophia: 


THE TERUNAL ее И В нле ЕЕЕ 


д Miete oa Ан Sophia, the more edi- 
13 GOING ON 30 oe ў na Fari рау роо. ble she looked."—ac- 


13 GOING ON 30 13 GOING ON 30 s MP БЕ M b Erbe ы 
а FENG SHUI 4s ES rs pA А t that most men must 
EXORCIST: f à | 1 have a mad desire to 
THE BEGINNING THE TERMINAL i: ms > ЖО: tear off her clothes. 
ne i б However, they do not 

DODGEBALL ANACONDAS DODGEBALL [Г EM mes р even dare to take her 
" iid Sad А E looks so distin- 

e DASMARINAS | у ANGELES STARMILLS 2 аа 
пены иена “NOW OPEN" РИ Angela discreet "late actor 


HAUNTED SPIRITS 2 | 1EXORCIST: THE BEGINNING GODSEND Bo fi Il Livet. ; . м 
BANGKOK HAUNTED 2 оз 7 AYALA CENTER МАКА Dee а. а 
FENG SHUI бареле SO o atom теп, you 

FENG SHUI репо Acivi Center most beautiful wom- 
FENG SHUI т. an Туе ever seen.” 
THE TERMINAL THE TERMINAL Coria De los Palmas —actor Tom Hanks, 


AYALA CENTER CEBU оп meeting Loren in 
ANACONDAS hd pop ч 1999 


i lagoon. "Sophia огеле 

кутты орел pos Ro |y 

THE BEGINNING 1 2 cation он и тин 50 1 ч 

к= putable, but ас 

IMUS BACOLOD ILOILO 1 um : surely not the only 

атанат p! звать ч г reason for her popu- 

Jariy. ..a great ac- 

] Du PE tress who is also а 

ANACONDAS | 4 ANACONDAS ANACONDAS | h паа 

13 воме ON 30 |2 FENG SHUI HAMOG T Mies RE sweet and strong, 

rich in temperament, 

THE TERMINAL |3 THE PRINCESS DIARIES 213 GODSEND intelligent, witty, fun 

EXORCIST: altes whieh 

тезгенне |4 THE STEPFORD WIVES | ATHE PRINCESS DAMES 2 icobe 3 Glorieta А Alabang Town Center mE das sad. 

FENG SHU! |5 LAWS OF ATTRACTION | 5 FENG SHUI ии \ in ыг man, 

: Sophia isn't loved be 

HAUNTED SPIRITS 2 THEMISSING|G CONNIE AND CARLA TURE QUALITY ww cause she is beauri- 

d ful. She is loved be: 

cause shes real 

—lalian fashion de- 

IST EQUIPMENT t ghe recte а тым signer Gianfranco 
x Ferre 

^I knew immedi- 

ately she was some- 

one — remarkable. 

uAyala's THX"Cinemas Something played off 

rire ede il 72-777 her that gave her a 

kindof illumination. 

—husand — Caro 

at ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD о. J Ponti 


: “I never saw so 
Eid E Lane bo (61) 21-247 о AYALA ONIMA LING: for А ‘woman com- 
вае FIRST to experience АА АС я much es 


Ones, BEST CINEMAS- ing пе at one 


time."—actor 
the New Robinsons Movieworld liam Holden 


ANGELES . B BR i Ree 


TAGANIT 


of Italian cinema— 


немом ОРЕМ: i ane шз 


husband — Carlo 
MOVIES/SCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. Ponti AFP 


RONI T. Merk (left) and Annie Ringor 


Artis 


turn ou 
‘for a special friend’ 


From page A40 


when will 1 ever hear The Engineer from 
“Miss Saigon” Leo Valdez and first diva Dulce 
sing Andrea Bocelli and Celine Dion's “The 
Prayer” again? 

I didn't think the common movie reviewer's 
admonition would apply, but realy, take a 
lengthy restroom break during this show and 
you would have risked missing something sig- 
nificant. 

Earlier this year, a visit to a doctor for chest 
pains and a dry cough turned into a night- 
mare for Louie when it was revealed that he 
was stricken with lung cancer. He has since 
been undergoing intensive chemotherapy, 
fighting to turn his condition around. His 
friends in the music industry, artists whose 
talents are justas huge аз their hearts, wanted 
not only to help him with the staggering cost 
of his cancer treatments, but also to use their 
music to show him he's not in this fight alone. 
‘They were led by Richard Merk and RJ Jacin- 
to. 

"From hereon every song we will sing is go- 
ing to be for you, Louie,” said a high-spirited 
Martin before dedicating his immensely pop- 
ular "You Are My Song” to the writer-editor. 


Martin and Gary 
Martin was in the US last month to topbil 
two concerts with Patti Austin at the Shrine 
‘Auditorium in Los Angeles, California and the 
Rosemont Theater in Rosemont, Ilinois, but 
he came back in time to join the Merks show. 
Не showed how he recently won Las Vegas 
audiences during a two-month stint in the city 
dubbed as "the live entertainment capital of the 
world," with his fresh interpretation of a Frank 
Sinatra standard, "The Way You Look Tonight" 
playing with the [risa ite to mention Louies 
penchant for dressing in all-whit 
Gary V who came with his wife Angeli 
Pangilinan, accompanied himself onthe key- 
boards and sang the most heartbreaking ver- 
sion of Sana Maulit Muli” I've ever heard. He 
also sang Cecile Azarcon's awe-inspiring 
“Warrior isa Child” as wells his latest hir sin- 
gle, “How Did You Know” the theme song of 
the Star Cinema blockbuster "АЙ My Life.” 
"The crowd ом even need to plead for an 
encore as Gary himself asked if he could sing 
some more. He called on his "idol" and kum- 
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KAPAMILYA & KAPUSO. GMA Network OIC for Corporate Affairs Butch Raquel 
and ABS-CBN VP Malali Manalastas together, with the latter's daughters, Chelly 


pare Richard Merk to share the stage with him. 
зо they could do Al Jarreau's lyrical melding 
of the Chick Correa classic, "Spain," a dream 
duet which Gary said he sought since he first 
heard Richard sing the jazz song at the Man- 
darin Oriental Bar long ago. Lively, improvisa- 
tional and athletic, Gary and Richard's 
"Spain" was a hair-raising ride that I reckon 
would have even the habitués of the Blue 
Note in New York roaring in delight. 


Pure rock 

This was indeed a celebration, and some- 
where in the midst of it I thought, his is nota. 
show you review but swim in. The music had 
started shortly after 8 p.m. with RJ and 
Friends leading off the performances, and the 
bandwagon seemed unstoppable. 

RJ, who shared hosting duties with Richard 
Merk—they organized the show together 
with ABS-CBN's Leah Salterio and other 
friends—would have made a good professor 
in Jack Blacks School of Rock. RJ and his 
band treated the audience to a short crash 
course in the early history of "pure, unadul- 
terated rock and roll,” highlighted by a med- 
ley of The Beatles best. 

Nyoy Volante took the stage next with 
fizzing solos of Stevie Wonder classics, 
“Knocks Me Off My Feet" and "Lately" and 
just like the great Wonder, Nyoy could also be 
‘considered the vocalist "likely to make you 
smile against your will." The ladies screamed 
for one more song and he obliged, using his 
guitar with impatient audacity (ooh those 
string scrapings, man!) to deliver an out- 
standing rendition of The Apo Hiking Soci- 
ery “Panalangin.” 

The Forte Band, featuring sisters Pat and 
Lenny Castillo, further fed the buzz, singing 
‘Samanta Sang's “Emotion” and Marvin Gaye's 
"Ain't No Mountain High Enough.” They 
could have extended their stint to an entire 
"greatest hits of the "70s" set and the people 
would not have minded, but Pat saw the 
night's other performers already crowding at 
the bar so she and the band prudently made 
their exit. 

Richard Merk came on next and crooned 
another Sinatra standard, “Fly Me to the 
Moon” with pianist par excellence Romy 
Posadas accompanying. 


King and champ 

‘Representing the freshmen class of the in- 
dustry were Star Record's King and Star in a 
Million champ Erik Santos. King sang his re- 
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LEO Valdez OGIE Alcasid 


make of the Neocolors favorite, “Maybe” and 
“Bakit Di Mo Pagbigyan,” the carrier single of 
his solo album “The Reason I Exist.” Erik belt- 
ed out Keith Martin’ 
Luther Vandross “Td Rather.” 

It was clearly a seniors night though, with 
Jacqui Magno and Mon David singing more 
‘standards and reminding everyone how inar- 
ticulate so much modern music sounds by 
contrast. Jacqui gave a wonderful sparkle to 
the Oscar-winning song “Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow" from the 1939 Oscar best pic- 
ture “The Wizard of От"; and Mon did the 
same for the quintessential movie love song, 
“As Time Goes Ву” which happens to belong 
to another Oscar winner, “Casablanca.” 

After the memorable songs from the silver 
screen came the memorable songs from musi- 
cal theater. Trumpets Playshop founder and 
guiding force Audie Gemora came out бот 
his self imposed retirement from the stage to 
sing “Some Enchanted Evening” from “South 
Pacific." (Audie, un-retire yourself, please.) 

From Andrew Lloyd Webber 
sang Grizabella's soliloquy 
song that earned her the top p 
Asia Pacific Singing Contest. 

‘And a new poetry of praise should be writ- 
ten for Leo Valdez who brought goose bumps. 
all over with his renditions of Jean Valjean's 
"Bring Him Home" from "Les Miserables” (the 
editor's personal request) and “This is the Mo- 
ment" from Jekyll & Hyde." 


Artform 
Even the most overbooked artists showed 
up. Ai-Ai (she doesn't need her last name any- 


SING & RING. Isay Alvarez, Dulce, PLDT's Butch Jimenez and wife Tricia ~ 


AUDIE Gemora 


more), proved yet again why comedy should 
be considered one of the highest art 
forms—and one of the highest paid art 
forms—and that she’s worth every peso pro- 
ducers pay her, as she turned the concert into 
a veritable laugh fest if only for a few min- 
utes. 

Ogie Alcasid, perhaps the most consum- 
mate and the most prolific artist in the indus- 
try today, had the whole audience moving 
and grooving with his take on Hotdogs 
“Bongga Ka Рау” Of course, they would not 
have let go of Ogie until he sang a medley of 
his most requested songs, “Nandito Ako”, 
“Bakit Ngayon Ka Lang" and “Kailangan Kita," 
also accompanying himself on the piano. 

There were so many talented artists Thurs: 
day night that when veteran performer Мое] 
‘Trinidad took the stage he told the crowd in 
typical self-effacing humor that he found it 
“almost masochistic to sing after all these 
great singers.” Noel, though, gamely held his 
‘own, and even had the crowd clamoring for 
more. (He candidly told them off, “Tama па, 
hirap na hirap na nga sa isa e." 

Tt was past 1 a.m. when RJ and Friends got 
on the stage again to finish what they started. 
T thought I should be getting home. But the- 
ater couple Isay Alvarez and Robert Seña 
came on board and started jamming with the 
band. They sang The Hues Corporation's 
"Rock the Boat,” then The Four Tops' "I Can't 
Help Myself.” Я 

T looked at my watch again and sat right 
back down. I mean, cmon, we're talking about 

Miss Saigon’ original West End cast members 
doing rock and rll. Give me another beer. 
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SUS turn out fora special friend’ 


By Ruben M. Cruz Jr. 


but the David Blaine kind, cour- 
Contributor 


tesy of Fil-Canadian magician 
Mana. 

SOME shows you just never for- 

get. 

Entertainment artists showed 
their true colors Thursday night 
by coming together to benefit “a 
very special friend,” who hap- 
репой to be entertainment edi- 
tor Louie Camino. The 


Big talents, big hearts 
“You'd be hard-pressed to get 
these talents in any one place 
again," 1 overheard a woman tel 
her friend after the show. “It 
won't happen again. Not like 


this?” 
benefit show, also called Т took a look at my 
“For а Very Special. Show notebook where 1 jotted 
Friend,” was held at STOPPER down the list of perform- 
Merks Bar Bistro at ers in what turned out to 
Greenbelt 3 Makati, and be a 20-act, five-hour 
was also part of Ivguinen for a extravaganza and | couldnt 
Cause. It was a big gathering of agree withthe lady more. I mean, 
performers rarely seen in a when was the last time! saw Mar- 
lounge since the glory days of | tin Nievera and Gary Valenciano 
Birdland in the '805. perform in the same venue? And 
Thursday night, there was rock. ARTISTS! A39 
and roll, there was 
Broadway and West 
End, there was jazz, 
there was Motown, 
there were songs 
бот the Great 
American Song: 
book, and there 
were songs from the 
Great Filipino Song- 
book. There was 
even a bit of magic. 
And | dont mean 
metaphorical magic 
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STOCK MARKET 


Profit-taking seen to continue 


STOCKS are expected to con- 
tinue reeling from profit-taking 
аз market players cash in the 
big gains made in the major 
run-up two weeks ago, traders 
sald 
"Its stilla consolidation, 
probably to 1,700. It could go 
as low as 1,650. After the run- 
up, foreigners have started to 
aid Joey Roxas, presi- 
PROFIFTAKING/ BS 


ИШИП 
(Seestock market report on Pags B6) 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BANGKO Sentral ng Pilipinas has warned that the 
country risks another credit-rating downgrade if the gov- 
ernment fails to implement any of its proposed revenue- 
enhancement measures this year, saying the international 
capital market was closely watching how the Philippines 
will weather its fiscal woes. 

“We cannot underestimate the 
‘concer of investors on the govem- 
ments need to implement is fiscal 
reform measures. We could be 
courting a downgrade if nothing 
happens within the year,” said Cora 
Guidote, executive director of the 
BSPs Investor Relations Office 

Guidote said foreign investors 
were expected to raise questions on 
the progress of the Arroyo adminis- 
tratin's proposed fiscal measures, 
andon their chances of getting leg- 
islated by Congress, when they 
meet with the country’s economic 
officials for a two-week roadshow 
that will start on Wednesday. 

The roadshow, which will be 
led by the Department of Fi- 


mance, will be participated in by 
Finance Secretary Juanita Ama- 
tong, BSP Governor Rafael Bue- 
maventura, BS? Deputy Governor 
Amando Tetangco Jt, and Trade 
and Industry Secretary Cesar 
Purisima. The economic officials 
will brief representatives from 
credit-rating agencies, bond in- 
vesors and foreign direct in- 
vestors on the state of the Philip- 
pine economy, especially the 
health ofthe fiscal sector. 

The roadshow, whose objective 
is to win confidence of the inter- 
national capital market in the 
Philippines amid talks of the 
country s fiscal problems, will be- 
gin in Hong Kong and continue to 


Singapore, London, New York, gross income tax, a tax amnesty, 


and end in Washington, the implementation of a perfor- 
Guidote said Congress needed to mance-based attrition system for 

pass at least one revenue measure government agencies, and the im- 

thisyearto provetotheintemation- position of a franchise tax on 

al credit and investment communi- telecommunication companies, 

ty that the country was capable of а] these measures are passed, 

averting aloomingfiscal crisis. е government expects to gener- 


Since the cash-strapped gov- 
emment is expected to shoulder 
bigger expenditures in the coming 
years, especially because of its in- 
tention to absorb the P500 billion 
worth of debts of state-owned Na- 
tional Power Corp, investors 
‘would naturally watch whether it 
could come up with new revenue 
sources, Guidote explained 
The Arroyo administration is 
pushing for the legislation of eight 
Tevenue-enhancement measures. 
These are the rationalization of 
fiscal incentives, the indexation to 
tion of excise taxes on 
cigarettes and alcohol, а two-step 
increase in the value-added tax, a 
P2 increase in the excise tax on 
petroleum, the shift from net to 


ate a combined P80 billion in addi- 
tional revenues a year These are in- 
tended to help achieve the national 
‘governments medium-term target 
of wiping out its budget deficit, 
which stood at PI99.9 billion last 
year, and to gradually reduce its 
ballooning debt, which has already 
reached more than P3 tion 

Guidote said that if Congress 
failed to pass at least one rev- 
enue-enhancement measure be- 
fore the end of the year, the coun- 
try could have its credit ratings 
downgraded bya notch. 

The country’s current credit rat- 
ings from Standard & Poor's and 
Fitch Ratings both stand at BB 
Stable outlook), while the credit 

se RISKS/B9 


PAL aims for 99% on-time performance 


By Clarissa S. Batino cst ival, Cebu Air Pacific. 


Gokongwei-owned Cebu Pacif- 
NO more “Plane-Always-Late” tag іс claims to have an on-time per- 
for flag carrier Philippine Airlines. formance of 99 percent. 


PAL president Jaime Bautista 
said the airline would like to ini 
tially improve its on-time perfor- 
mance to 90 percent for overseas 
flights and 95 percent for domes- 
tic runs starting this year. 

Eventually, the airline con- 
trolled by taipan Lucio Tan would 
like to hit a 99-percent on-time 
performance. 

"The flag carrier's current on- 
time performance is slightly be- 
low the standard of 8S percent on 
overseas flights and 90 percent 
con local fights. Bautista admitted 
that PAL had been rating poorly 
in this area compared to its clos- 


"Our on-time performance is 
very close to ће airline standard 
of 85 percent for international 
and 90 percent for domestic. We 
acknowledge that we should 
achieve more than this to further. 
meet the expectations of our pas- 
sengers,” Bautista pointed out. 
Ina bid to help solve the prob 
lem, PAL had started reducing the 
turnaround time in the provinces 
from one hour to between 30 and 
45 minutes so the planes could 
‘come back earlier to Manila for the 
service checks and maintenance. 
PAL is also reviewing fight 
schedules to improve the use of 
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irs planes. The PAL 
chief said the company 
wanted to use each aircraft for 
more than seven hours a day. 

“if we dothis, there isa bet 
ter chance to generate more 
revenue,” he said. 

Bautista said that 
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AFTER six long years, Davao City once again 


Beating the odds in Mindanao 


flavor to politicians, businessmen, traders, 
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lead to the economic turnaround of the island. 


hosted the 13th Mindanao Business Confer- entrepreneurs, foreign dignitaries, industrial- of Mindanao. 
ence. An investment haven where business ists and Mindanao movers. significant issue raised in the agenda was 
ahd leisure blend, Davao City boasted its local With the theme, “Effective Governance for 2: the need for effective delivery of financing. 
E Economic Progress," programs to micro and small businesses, re- 
this year's conference. duction of shipping costs, and the revitaliza- 
focused on the tion of the mining industry. Interestingly, the 
paramount ітрог- first point of the action agenda is the shift to a 
E "Y 1 NOU tance of good public. federal form of government, which many be- 
ali Es Д governance as one of lieve will result in a “richer and better” Min- 
a е, the indispensable Jofillagan-Bian danao. 
Handog ng MoneyGram а 
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the conference. Ms Arroyo received the plat- 
form with enthusiasm and promptly tasked a 
Mindanaoan Cabinet member, DTI Sec. Cesar 
Purisima, to coordinate its implementation. 

President Arroyo's speech centered on the 
looming financial crisis in the country. She 
outlined her legacy for national stability in 
her 10-point agenda and used the acronym 
BEAT THE ODDS. That's a good memory aid, 
don'tyou think so? 

B is for balanced budget; E for education 
for all; A for automated elections; T for 
transport and digital infrastructure to con- 
nect the entire country; T is for the termina- 
tion of the MILF and NPA conflicts; H for heal 
the wounds of Edsa; E for electricity and wa- 
ter for the entire country. The O in the word 
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ODDS is for job opportunities for 10 millior 
D for decongestion of Metro Manila by devel- 
oping new centers for government, business 
and housing in Luzon, Visayas and Min- 
danao; and DS for the development of Subic 
and Clark. 

A government center in Mindanao, which 
the President cited, is the Department of 
Agriculture, since majority of the food in the 
‘country is produced in Mindanao. In the next 
few years, we will see our region bustling 


‚ with business opportunities and government 


projects. 

‘According to Ms Arroyo, “hope is there, but 
itmust be fueled by the fullest commitment to 
sacrifice.” 

То further develop Mindanao and the rest 
of the Philippines requires sacrifice and effec- 
tive revenue enhancing activities, Our extr. 
nal debt-to-GDP stands at 71.44%, the third 
highest in Asia, while our revenue-to-GDP ra: 
tio, is at 14.1%, the second lowest. The Bu- 
Teau of Internal Reventte'scollection-to-GDP 
ratio for 2004 was only a meager 10.2%. 


Harsh figures 

‘These harsh figures prompted the Pre 
dent to renew her call to all the sectors to 
unite during such crucial moments. She was 
very firm in presenting and dealing with these 
realities, which she would rather face today 
than deal with later. Indeed, that was an en- 
counter with the truth because, as Ms Arroyo 
said herself she wanted to be an honest Presi- 
dent. Such candor is admirable. It also posed 
a challenge to the Mindanao private sector. 

"We are faced with the reality that we need 
to bridge the gap to finance ош country’s 
growth requirements. Everyone must do his 
or her share in rooting out the waste by im- 
proving tax collection efficiency and weeding 
ош corruption. Pay taxes and help uplift ће 
country. 


So much hope 

The President also met the Muslim women 
leaders where she articulated her commit- 
ment to this active group of women. 

In my many years of networking for Min- 
danao's development; 1 had noticed (and 
many men had commented on this also) the 
strong participation of Mindanao women in 
all phases of governance, With both men and 
women of Mindanao working hand in hand, 1 
see a Mindanao moving beyond expectations. 

There is so much hope in the hearts of our 
people right now because we see many forces 
also wanting to help us sustain peace and 
progress. 

Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
opted not to individually address all the 
points of our Mindanao Action Agenda. But 
the platform complements her BEAT THE 
ODDS battleery, and she has shown to us that 
she is bent on forging a better, brighter and 
bigger future for our island. 

Goji lagan-Bian is a strong advocate for 
Mindanao; she is vice chair of the Mindanao 
Commission Of Women and National Corn 
Board; chair ofthe Mindanao TVET; member of 
the Export Development Council, and former 
chair of the Mindanao Business Council. Email 
comments to jojibian2 Qyahoo.con.) 
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NOTICE ОЕ DISSOLUTION 


HOSPITALIA ACTIVEHEALTH 
(PHILIPPINES), INC., a corporation 
duly recognized and existing under 
Philippine laws with princi 
at 4/F, Fortune Bld; 
lage, Makati City, hereby serves no- 
tice that on June 18, 2004, the stock- 
holders and the board of directors of 
said corporation, with a legal quorum 
respectively acting throughout a spe- 
cial meeting duly called in accor- 
dance with its By-Laws, have 
amended its Articles of Incorporation 
by shortening its corporate life effec- 
tive October 31, 2004, subject to ap- 
proval of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commision. 


Legaspi Vil- 


(Sgd.) КОРО С. VENUS, JR. 
Corporate Secretary 
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MB delays banks’ 


off balance sheet items, maturity of 
assets and Labilties, concentrations 
of assets, abilities and offbalance 
sheet items, losses on loans and ad- 
vances, general banking risks and 
assets pledged as security. 

On the other hand, IAS 32 re- 
quires a broad range of disclo- 
sures about financial instru- 
luding information as 
totheir fair values. 

IAS 32 works hand in hand 
with TAS 39, which in turn deals 
with the recognition and mea- 
surement of financial assets and 
liabilities, including derivatives 
on an interest in a subsidiary, as- 
sociate, or joint venture. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE MONETARY Board has 
moved the deadline for banks to 
comply with stricter accounting 
rules, from early next year to be- 
tween June 2005 and June 2006. 

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas of- 
ficer-in-charge Alberto Reyes said 
the policy-making body agreed 
during its meeting last week to 
move the deadline, as most banks 
would not be able to switch to the 
International Accounting Stan- 
dards by Jan. 1. 

"The banks will not be able to 
comply because there will be a 
major impact on the acquisition 
of infrastructure, ma- 
jor changes to be 
done in IT Gnforma- 
tion technology) 
software and it will 
take time for banks 
to adjust" Reyes told 
reporters. 

The board specifi- 
cally referred to IAS 
provisions 30, 32and 
39. 

JAS 30 prescribes 
stricter disclosure stan- 
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Earn Mere Money!!! 


CONE & JOIN OUR FREE SEMINAR 
ок HOWTO INVEST INTHE STOCK MARKET 
tole us no eS Alanine 


MANY UNUSED Restaurant) 


acto! lirect AUK ! 
|Video: rom Sept 20, 10-9pm@SM Megara 
Viewing: Sept 22 & 23, 2004 from 9-5 pm 
H Auction Day: Friday, Sept 24, 2004 from Sam 
Where: Entrance of Eastwood City, beside 

Citibank Bidg. Pis call for fax of map| 
“What: UNUSED Swiss restaurant equips, 
a UNUSED German-tech motorbikes, USA 
comm! washing machines, USIEuro soft 


| Others: P10,000 Refundable Cash 
Call # 638-3333, 638-3388 NOW!) 
WANT CASH? CALL US IF U WANT to. 
SELL to the HIGHEST BIDDER 1 
‘Ses, wharo "compared o naw prices 

AMERICAN AUCTION ! 
‘txt 0927-555-0000 
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Equips! Stereos! Motorbikes! 
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Ei on-time worldwide. 
deliveries to seamless business 
Due Wi Know you can 
‘oun on UPS, the worlds 
largest package delivery 
сотре UPS delivers more. 

|. than 314 bition packages to 
“ayer 200 Countries worldwide, 

E synchronizing the flow of goods 
Witt Information and funds. 


healing has arrived. 


Holistic Program (Executive Check-up) 
Designed to pre-ompt or determine ia patients at sk of developing а 
тебеа! condition, and pinpoint the exact medical allenton requires. 
Medical doctors are ably backed-up by moder equipment, so the patient 
is assured of a hgnly accurate and relable agnosis, Afer cach executive 
hecicup. cients can avail of alternative consultations wiih Traditional 
Chinese Medical doctors 10 complement а holistic approach to lota! heal 
care and maintenance. 
ГРЕЕ 


Me yaananan? юып и adonat consuma 
= Б Sia Aca 


Supply chains get intelligent 
Payments speed up. Efficiency 
Improves: In shot, UPS can 
Synchronize your business, 

ireeing up your time fer 
impotiont business issues, 
тке growth 


Forserviceinformation, please 
сай cut Customer Service 
hotline numbers: 053:3333.or. 
512-1350, or ош tll free 
number: 1-800-10-PICKUPS 
(7425-877). 


business solutions 
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to the world. 


Call your travel agent or Qat 
Manila (02) 8140009 Cebu 
www.qatarairways.com 


Non-stop Hospitality on 
BUSINESS CLASS 


Inflight comfort and style like no other 


tar Airways 


en os dd айтан AIRWAYS да SE 


Taking you more personaly — 


"ните DAILY INQUIRER — 


io BUSINESS — 
Are you under STRESS Overcoming SME hurdles 


because of: 
+ having to back up your valuable data on мылы 


dozens of low capacity DDS ог РАТ tape Берре 

cartridges? instead a of mi 

+ taking several hours to do a full back-up? 

* béing unable to retrieve important data 
anymore because your tape media cartridge 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2004 


No Free LUNCH 


micro-enterprises? 
1n most discussions with those in the know, four 
тап, (2) access to а i i 
d Ed hace xd Cielito Е Habito 


and standardization agencies, whether govem- 


has become unreadable? 


| Then upgrade to the IBM Ultrium LTO 
! Generation 2 tape drive solution | 


and ENJOY 


+ up to 400 GB per cartridge compressed 
capacity 

+ up to 70 MB/s transfer rate enabling you to do 
a full-back up within minutes instead of hours 

+ proven reliability through IBM patented servo 
track technology so you will never lose any 
data anymore due to damaged tape media 


—— з теча 


Featuring the 


Ultrium Tape Drive 


3560 L23 LTO 2Utrium Tape Drive 


Call +63(2) 812.7666 
Bong Quintos (Loc. 210) or 


Lyn Dela Luna (Loc. 180) 
for more inquires 


SPECIAL PRICE 


Р 290,700: 


P 395,800.00 


REGULAR PRICE 


sales@wsiphil.com.ph — flue muri 
1800 1 888 9301 
PD 


www.wordtext.com.ph ^ моим ини, 


IBM LTO Generation 2 


Buy on LTO Drive now and. 


«25% discount 
on LTO Ultrium Cartridgest, 


"Promo valid for Philippine companies only 


A MESSAGE TO CONSUMERS FROM 
SONIC STEEL INDUSTRIES 


PATENTS HAVING EXPIRED A LONG TIME AGO. 


THIS IS TO INFORM THE PUBLIC THAT U.S. PATENT NO. 
3,343,930 ISSUED ON SEPTEMBER 26, 1967 ENTITLED 
“FERROUS METAL ARTICLE COATED WITH AN ALUMINUM 
ZINC ALLOY” AND U.S. PATENT NO. 3,393,089 ISSUED ON 
JULY 16, 1968 ENTITLED “METHOD OF FORMING IMPROVED 
ZINC-ALUMINUM COATING ON FERROUS SURFACES” HAVE 
LONG BECOME PART OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN, THESE 


Money is there, but... 
Financing has consistently emerged as the 
‘constraint to the growth of SMEs 
ids 


lios to SMEs, while government financial insti 
tutions have their own special SME wi 
Still, private banks (with a few worthy excep- 
tions) tend to shun SMEs because of a general 
aversion to dealing with a larger number of 
smaller accounts. There is also the perception 
that SMEs are greater credit risks than their 
larger counterparts, a premise that is actually 
questionable in light of experience in the after- 

«Math of the Asian financial crisis. Many SMEs 
are also unable to access bank funds for a vari- 
ety of reasons, including limited track record, 
lack of acceptable collateral, and inadequate 
financial statements and business plans. 

fone looks at BSP records, it would appear 
that banks are generally complying with the 
mandatory lending to SMEs. In truth, much of 
these funds do not actually go to SMEs as 
some large firms deliberately understate their 
assets (eg. to evade taxes), thereby getting 
misclassified as medium scale. Besides, banks 
can substitute other qualified investments as 
cortpliance with the lav 

‘Start-up SMEs require long-term funds to 
match the long-gestating nature of their busi- 
nesses, but financial institutions rarely offer 
such long-term loans. What the sector needs 
are venture capital and equity funds, which 
few are again willing to go into. 

Meanwhile, much of the special lending 
programs supported by government and donor 
agencies are directed more to livelihood and 
micro-enterprise projects, not to true SMES. 
We have already argued before why these 
types of enterprises, of which we have too 
many (92 percent ofall enterprises), cannot be 
relied upon to provide the quality jobs that 
would keep our workers here at home. 


Inferior technology 

Моя SMEs in the country are held back by 
low level of technology with production meth- 
ods that are generally not very efficient, even 

| "ivasteful. The result is inconsistent product qual- 
iy and sow rendering them uncon 
=~ petitive: Product quality and quality asstrande of 
Taw materials could be better addressed if more 
firms follow certified methods and undergo per- 
formance or quality tests. However, we lack 
common support facilities like testing centers 


PAL would always start the day with on-time 
flights. A delayed flight in the middle of the 
day would start a domino effect of delays. 

“What we are doing is to have the planes 
back in Manila as soon as possible and to 
spend less time on the ground in the 
provinces. The planes have to be in Manila be- 
cause this is where the checks and mainte- 
nance are being done. We don't have that in 
the provinces,” he explained. 

He said PAL was now focusing on improv- 
ing service to customers, increasing produc- 
tivity and enhancing efficiency. 

“йе owe it to our customers to improve our 
service. Customer service is now the priority 
of PAL and we are talking about end-to-end, 
from ticketing to delivering the passengers 
and cargo to their destination,” Bautista said. 

But to improve efficiency, Bautista said PAL 


PAL aims for 99% ... 


ment- or private sector operated, We also need 
common research and development (R&D) fa- 
cilities, inasmuch as individual SMEs cannot af- 
ford to undertake their own R&D in-house. 
"While internationally recognized quality 
management systems standards are available 
(e.g. the ISO 9000 series), our SMEs prefer to 
rely on their own homegrown quality sys- 
tems. The high cost and the high degree of 
formalization and documentation required by 


. the recognized systems put them beyond 


reach of most SMEs. But this also largely shuts 
them out ofthe export markets. 


Availability of inputs 

‘SMEs often find it difficult or expensive to 
access raw materials and inputs. First, there is 
the general problem of sourcing and transport- 
ing raw materials due to inadequate infras- 
tructure and communication facilities. Second, 
government policies often make inputs more 
expensive for SMEs. Import tariff policies raise 
the cost of key raw materials and intermediate 
inputs. In the food business, for example, sug- 
aris made much more expensive by the very 
high level of trade protection enjoyed by the 
sugar industry. Similarly packaging materials 
are made more expensive by government pro- 
tection on petrochemicals and plastics. Third, 
there is uncertainty, seasonality and instability 
of supply of raw materials because SMES also 
depend on household or backyard suppliers. In 
the food processing sector, for example, the 
type of banana (saba) used in making ex- 
portable banana chips comes from backyard 
farmers. Similarly the instability of local meat 
supplies prompts meat processors to advocate 
for liberalized importation of meat. 


Access to markets 

Getting in the way of SMES’ access to mar- 
kets is inferior transport and communication 
infrastructure, They also have limited access 
to market information, especially Internet- 
based information, borne out of limited ac- 
cess to ICT in general. A key impediment to 
our SMES" gaining a foothold in export mar- 
kets is their inability to respond to volume de- 
mands due to lack of effective SME organiza- 
tions, The problem is also a cultural one: Fil- 
ipinos are said to be too individualistic and 
тоо reluctant to pool together with competi- 
tors when volume demands from abroad re- 
quite it As a result, we have been losing too 

my opportunities to our neighbors. 

Having a vibrant SME sector is widely agreed 
to bea key goal we must pursue. But the road to 
ке there в a long and winding one. 

Comments welcome at chabito@ateneo.edu 
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must first get out of rehabilitation so it would 
have more flexibility to improve its operations. 

PAL had said that Из creditors must allow it to 
get out of rehabilitation this year so it could con- 
Sider borrowing funds for expansion. The com- 
pany’ 10-year rehabilitation started in 1999. 

Asia's oldest airline was forced to go into re- 
habilitation in 1999 following crippling labor 
problems and a failure to settle debts totaling 
$2.2 billion. The rehabilitation called for $200 
million in fresh equity provided by Tan. 

Like any company under rehabilitation, the 
flag carrier is barred from incurring new loans 
and every material decision like the purchase. 
of new airplanes or flying to new routes have 
tobe approved by creditors. 

‘The 47-year-old Bautista was named presi- 
dent of PAL last Aug. 26. He replaced Avelino 
Zapanta who had retired. 


EPIFANIO M. EVASCO, DIRECTOR OF PATENTS, IN A LETTER 
DATED JULY 20, 2004 TO SONIC STEEL INDUSTRIES VICE 
PRESIDENT FOR CORPORATE AFFAIRS BIENVENIDO L.| 
DULCE JR, CERTIFIED THAT THESE PATENTS "ARE 

ALREADY IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN AND ANYONE CAN USE 
THE SAID INVENTIONS WITHOUT FEAR OF INFRINGEMENT | 
UNDER THE IP (INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY) CODE OF THE || 
PHILIPPINES." 


THE TECHNOLOGY COVERED BY BOTH PATENTS — KNOWN 
AS AL-ZINC COATED SHEET TECHNOLOGY — PROVIDES 
CORROSION RESISTANCE SUPERIOR TO THE NORMAL 
GALVANIZED STEEL HAVING THE SAME COATING | 
THICKNESS, A NATURAL BY-PRODUCT OF THE | 
CHEMICAL PROCESS INVOLVED IN THE COATING || 
TECHNOLOGY ARE THE UNIFORM CRYSTALLINE 
CLUSTER PATTERNS ON THE SURFACE OF THE STEEL | 
SHEETS, WHICH CANNOT BE SUBJECT TO ANY 
COPYRIGHT OF PATENT CLAIMS. IT IS HIGHLY | 
PREPOSTEROUS FOR ANY PARTY TO CLAIM А 
COPYRIGHT OVER THESE CLUSTER PATTERNS AS | 
*METAL SHEET ORNAMENTATIONS" BECAUSE THESE 
PATTERNS ARE NOT ORNAMENTATIONS BUT THE 
RESULT OF THE COATING PROCESS USING THE AL-ZINC 

SHEET TECHNOLOGY. | 


ove a great presentation. From start 
to finish, not a minute is wasted 
and everybody is focused. 


Hove to let my ideas speak for 
themselves. | know that once my client. 
see them, they will be convinced. 
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Target: PriceSmart 


THE FORMER No. 2 man of PriceSmart, with 
the financial backing of local investors, is 
opening a bigger and cheaper warehouse club 
designed to undercut his former employer. 

‘American expatriate Randy Labrecque, 
together with Guess franchisee Victor 
Siasat, Edmond Thelmo (son of insurance 
executive Benneth Theimo), and Cebu sar- 
dine factory owner Eric Uy, is opening the 
Cost-U-Less warehouse club in Libissome- 
time in November. 

‘Though similarly named, the local Cost-U- 
Less, according to the grapevine, is indepen- 
dent of the Washington-based chain but 
‘would nevertheless source the bulk of its US 
goods from the Nasdaq listed company. 

Labrecque, who is married to a Cebuana, 
resigned from PriceSmart early this year after 
a falling out with country manager Benjamin 
Woods. 

Unlike PriceSmart, Cost-U-Less is a non- 
membership club, meaning the store will be 
open to the general public despite its US 
Warehouse club orientation. Moreover, the Li- 
bis store would also be more than twice as big 
as PriceSmart, occupying two hectares whose 
property is being leased from Republic Glass. 

According to ће grapevine, 10 officers and 
personnel have already left PriceSmart to join 
Labrecque, a reputed merchandising expert, 
in his new venture. 

Iris not immediately clear if Siasat, another 
marketing wizard, would have day-to-day 
functions in the warehouse store; his late- 
model Jaguar coupe is often seen parked late 
afternoons in front of the Prudential Guaran- 
tee building in Legaspi Village. 

But that is another story. 


Choco détente 

‘TRADERS Lucio Co and William Tieng have 
struck up a modus vivendi, this we have on 
good authority, to stop the fratricidal warfare 


Add'l tax 
on used 
vehicle 
imports 
pushed 


By Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


THE GOVERNMENT 
is looking at putting 
an additional specific 
duty of P500,000 on 
used vehicle imports 
on top of existing du- 
ties and taxes. 

Used imports com- 


CockrALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


now threatening to engulf the two big im- 
porters. 

Со is said to be the silent principal of the 
mew chocolate monopoly supplier of the 
country’s duty Нее shops, whose previous 
supply contract had been held for years by 
Tieng and a clutch of other smaller importers. 

‘According to the grapevine, Tieng went to 
see Co last week to condole with the death of 
his mother. 

“There at the wake, the two bitter competi- 
tors, who reportedly started out as friends, 
struck up an arrangement whereby the public 
hearings being called for by their congres- 
sional allies would no longer be pursued. 

And speaking of Co, the PureGold supermar- 
ket/department store chain owner have report- 
edly sold his majority stake in Fontana Resort 
and Country Club to Hongkonger Jack Lam. 

Lam, said to be the real owner of Fort Ilo- 
candia as well, plans to follow the successful 
turnaround strategy of the locos Norte resort 
torevive the moribund Clark resort 


Danding’s ‘son-in-law’ 
FORMER Accra lawyer Leo Palma, the "son- 
in-law" of San Miguel chair Eduardo Cojuang- 
co Jr. who was disbarred last week by the 
Supreme Court upon Dandings petition, is 
currently a deputy director of the Advisory 
Centre on WTO Law in Geneva 

‘Geneva was where he and his “wife” relocat- 
ed to escape the wrath of Danding after their 
surreptitious marriage in Hong Kong in 1982. 


3; 
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Up to the early Cory years, Palma and 
“wife”, Ma. Luisa Cojuangco, Dandings 
fourth child and youngest, had been opposing 
the move of the Cojuangco parents to have 
their marriage annulled. 

“To those who failed to read the Saturday In- 
quura, Palma was, it turned out, a very much 
married man when he exchanged “I dos” with 
the Cojuangco daughter in the Crown Colony. 

То rub salt into the wound, Palma's ait- 
line ticket and per diem had been on ac- 
count of Danding, the lawyer supposedly 
stopping over only in Hong Kong on his 
way to Australia for a Danding assign- 
ment. 

Despite Cojuangeo's ties with Marcos and 
then President Estrada, Palma remained up to 
2001 employed as legal attaché of the Perma- 
nent Mission of the Philippines to the World 
‘Trade Organization in Geneva, before moving 
over tothe WTO proper. 

‘According to the grapevine, the brilliant IP 
lawyer owed his Geneva stint and, possibly, 
his continuing good health, on the sponsor- 
ship of Ka Blas Ople. 

Incidentally, the Cojuangco girl, who has a 
grown-up daughter in Geneva as a result of 
the Palma episode, is now back in the Philip- 
pines and married—very much legally—to a 
cardiologist; the latest union is blessed with a 
set of twins, much ro the delight of the grand- 
parents. 


Heard through the grapevine 
STOCKBROKEVinsurance magne Robert 
Сойшо Jc and Lucio Tanally Macario Te, erst- 
while steadfast buddies, have been avoiding 
sach other for months now Coyiuto now pops up 
at the Manila Golf Club спу on Saturdays when 
his former mentor, who has made the club his 
second office during weekdays, is not around. 
(Email: cocktales pdi@yahoo.com or cock- 
tales_pdi@hotmail com) 


Attend the Protected Farming Seminar 
on Salad Greens, October 16.2004 
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ELECTRON CASH REGISTER 

Easy Operation that's 

Easy Affordable 
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bioscrypt 


Making Life Simpler and More Secure 


‘www.bloserypicom 


Fingerprint Authentication System 


Eliminates fraud in 
IDentification, access, 
time and attendance. 


Te 
shencates Dent + More cote than ain 
leerde real ime personnel atlendance. “enrolment and auhentson systems. 
Sapasi rom d 000 to илап users. Used by ont securi organizations 
“Responds to PIN, Proximity and Smart Ве the US Army, NASA, NYPD, 
Cards or to nger опу Speed ard Canadian Anes, and NATO. 
Somuscpremamianederenwhen deal боев, goverment 05, 
дез are scared, бу or wt factories, hospi, tanks schools, 
sporis 
USA's No, 1 and World Champion in Fast and Accurate Biometrics 
8 Fingerprint Verification Competition (РИС 2002-2003) 
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ing бот outside 
Southeast Asia arecur- 
rently slapped а 30- 
percent duty an excise 
tax ranging from 2 to 
60 percent depending 
оп the sticker price 
and а 10-percent val- 
ue-added tax imposed 
con the landed сох, 

‘A proposed execu- 
tive order that impos- 
es an additional duty 
is being considered 
mainly to address the 
environmental issues 
resulting from the 
proliferation of im- 
ported used vehicles. 

‘The imposition of 
the additional duty is 
likened to the prac- 
tice in Australia, 
where imported used 
vehicles are slapped 
a surcharge of 
$12,000 a unit. 

"he proposal has 
been taken up in a re- 
cent meeting of the 
Cabinet-level commit- 
tee on tariffand related 
тапет, 

"Trade Undersecre- 
tary Elmer С. Her 
nandez said in an in- 
terview such imports 
have normally 
reached “end-of-life” 
status in their coun- 
tries of origin. 

Hernandez said 
when vehicle models 
reach this point, 
manufacturers stop 
making replacement 
parts and compo- 
nents—and the vehi- 
cles become useless. 

“When these are 
imported imo the 
country, we become a 
dumping ground of 
other counys 
trash," he said. 

The official added 
that in other coun: 
tries, vehicle owners 
shell out money just 
to get their old vehi- 
Чез garbaged. On 
the other hand, they 
are given incentives 
if they could find 
offshore — destina- 
tions for their used 
vehicles 


EI EE 


MEER nm t 


rr 


psa an цр к бик Kon ВР ОВС) 


Бресїа! deals forcash buyers, 00] 


Rush, ja your Honda dealer пом! 
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ИМТ SEPT. 30 ОЧА! 


Test drive any Honda model at all dealerships nationwide, = 
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PLANTERSBANK, AUREOS CAPITAL 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


ighting products bearing, the trademarks owned by it such as PHILIPS, PHILIPS SIIELD EMBLEM and 


ECOTONE. 


By doing, so, 1 have contravened the Intellectual Property Code (Republic Act No. £253) and infeingst! upon the 
trademarks of KONINKLIJKE PHILIPS ELECTRONICS, N.V. 


1 recopnize that under Philippine law, it is a violation of another's trademarks la manufacture, sell offer to sell, 


and/or distribute products bearing unauthorized reproductions of such trademarks. 


Furthermore, the Intellectual Property Code provides that Trademark Infringement and/or Unfair Competition. 
is punishable by imprisonment terms from 2 o 5 years and а fine from P30,000 o P200,000. 


1 thank KONINKLUJ 
infringement again. 


PHILIPS 


KONINKLIJKE PHILIPS ELI 


E PHILIPS ELECTRONICS for the opportunity to reform and 1 will never commit any 


TRONICS, N.V. ACCEPTS THE APOLOGY 


KONINKLIJKE PHILIPS ELECTRONICS, N. V. accepts the apology. As the owner-registrant of the above 
trademarks, it will not hesitate to prosecute any person found manufacturing, selling and/or distributing ог offering to 
manufacture, sell and/or distribute products that falsely bear its trademarks or otherwise inlringe its intellect 
property rights 


Further information relating to our intelectual property rights may be oblained from our kyal counsel in the 


Philippines. 


FEDERIS & ASSOCIATES Law Offices 
Suite 2005 8S Corporate Center 141 Valero corner 
Sedeio Sine, бака Village, Makati City 
Tel. Nos 880-6197 / RR US 
Facsimile: 889-6132 
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Profit-taking seen to continue 


FrompageB! 


dentat Eagle Equities Inc. 

Most analysts said the stock market was 
bound to head south after gaining for nine 
straight days. 

“For most of us, the technical correction 
has been overdue and the resignation of a key 
government official was used as an excuse to 
cash in on gains,” Jovis Vistan of AB Capital 
Securities said. 

For the week, the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change composite index shed 70 points or 4 
percent to close at 1,681.35. 

Vistan said traders were on the lookout for 
а reason to take profits and found one in the 
resignation of National Treasurer Mina 
Figueroa last week, a key official in the Ar- 
royo administration's economic team. 

But this was a "temporary setback,” accord- 
ing to fund managers. 

Banco de Oro Trust head of investment and 
senior assistant vice president Proceso 7. 
Mendoza Jr. said the resignation of Figueroa 
had caused initial jitters among currency in- 
vestors since it was unex, 

But the fall in the stock market was hardly 
blamed on the resignation. 

"This market's fall is not attached to the 
resignation. The market has been going up a 
week now and it has reached all-time highs. It 
has been overbought and is already due for a 
correction," Mendoza said. 

^ local fund manager said that while 
the resignation came at a time when the. 
government was struggling to plug its 
gaping budget deficit, what was more im- 
portant was that policies were harmo- 
nized. The comment followed reports that 
the resignation of Figueroa was triggered 
by policy differences with other finance 
officials over the government's borrowing 


“If there are differences, we can't afford to 
have these disagreements. One way or the 
other, it takes out the uncertainty” the local 
fund manager said. 

Vistan said that this week, investors will 
look at the meeting of the US Federal Reserve 
where policy makers may raise federal fund 
rates by a quarter of a percentage point to 
175 percent. 

"Beyond the expected rate adjustment, we 
don't expect the Fed to adopt а more aggres- 
sive policy on rates as long as US inflation re- 
mains in check,” Vistan said. 

“We expect light trading ahead after 
most a month of decent gains. The market 
has become so overbought after ће rallies of 
the past two weeks that we need to let some 
air out. It also makes a lot of sense for equi- 
ties to take a pause on less-than-encouraging 
news. Although the market's bullish trend 
appears to remain intact even after the cor- 
rection, we still don't have a clear picture of 
when the bulls will come back,” Vistan 
added. 

BPI Trade observed that selling was across. 
the board, led by phone giant Philippne Long 
Distance Telephone Co., and Globe Telecom. 
Other stocks that were also sold down includ- 
ed Ayala Corp., Ayala Land , SM Prime Hold 
ings, Manila Electric Co., First Philippine 
Holdings, Ginebra San Miguel, and banks 
Metrobank, Philippine National Bank and Eq- 
witable PCI. 

“The market is likely to continue with the 
sideways movement as itis now in consolida- 
tion mode. Telecom stocks PLDT and Globe, 
which led the uptick in the main composite, 
continue to suffer from profit taking in the ab- 
sence of new developments ... Or accumula- 
tion may start to appear once we near the end 
of the third quarter on expectations of strong 
earnings for the period,” BPlsaid. Elisabeth 
L Sanches 
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RP may again tap international йы market 


By Michelle V. Remo the price is good, then we will show will be participated in by trySecretary Cesar Purisima. in Washington. vincing the international capital ' 
borrow” Finance Secretary BSP Govemor Rafael Buenaventu- It will kick off in Hong Kong, While the roadshowisa regular market to keep their confidence 

DESPITE its heavy debt burden, Juanita Amatong said in an am- та, BSP Deputy Governor Amando and will continue on to Sing ‘event for economic officials, it is on the Philippines amid talks of 

the Philippines may yet again tap bush interview with reporters. TetangcoJr, and Trade and Indus- pore, London, New York, and end expected to focus thistimeon con- the country’s fiscal problems. 

the international capital market The Department of Finance 

as economic officials go off опа stressed, however, that there was 

‘two-week roadshow that will be- по firm decision to make another 

gin Wednesday. bond issue. 

‘According to Finance Secre- During the roadshow, the Unplug your laptop 


tary Juanita Amatong, who will -n top economic а и 

lead other delegates to the road- will brief international bond in- 
eee and stay connected. 
the idea of again borrowing from and representatives from credit- 

рога boni inventors I rating agencies оп the county 

inemational bod тенот своп оосо ШИНИ 


“Our policy has always been to Ње fiscal sector. Sa bate Conan d 
do opportunistic borrowing. lf. — Aside from Amatong, the road. boner prety ча E 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of Finance 
has rejected outright the proposal 
їп Congress to remove the gov- 
ernments automatic budget allo- 
cation for debt servicing, saying 
that the proposal will not ease the 
country’s fiscal woes. 

"The DOF said the automatic ap- 
propriation for debt payments com- 
ing from its annual budgets an im- 
portant tool that keeps the intema- 
Sonal credit community confident 
that the county will pay its loans 

“ез up to them (legislators) if 
they want the country to sink,” 


said Finance Secretary Juanita 
 Amatong during an interview. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago 
is pushing forthe removal of the au- 
tomatic budget appropriation for 
debt servicing. During the-Senate 
budget hearing last week, Santiago 
said that debt payments should not 
be automatic, but should instead 
ass the scrutiny of Congress. 

The senator raised the propos- 
alafter she noted that a huge part 
of the budget allocated for debt 
servicing were only used to bail 
out government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations from their 
huge liabilities. 


The deepening crisis 


THE PAPER, “The Deepening 
Crisis: The real score on deficits 
and the public debt,” written by 
11 professors of the University 
of the Philippines School of 
Economics, is not for Sunday 
leisure reading 

One has to grapple with high- 
faluting sentences such as, "if 
undertaken resolve, 
demonstrable solidarity þe- 
tween both the leadership, and 
a modicum of understanding 
from the public, the effects of 
these measures should result in 
a palpable easing of the crisis 
atmosphere and a gradual re- 
turn of investor-confidence by 
late next year" I have always 
wondered why PhDs write that 
way. 

But, when you cut through 
the verbiage, the paper draws a 
clear road map on how to cut 
the P200-billion deficit by P150 
billion, and how deficits can be 
avoided in the future without 
further legislation, 

‘The paper proposes that the 
Internal Revenue Allotment 
(IRA) should be cut to the 30 
percent minimum prescribed by 
law. Why should the local gov- 
emment officials complain? 
"They will still have a lot of mon- 
eyto spend. 

The pork barrel will be cut, 
mot wiped out. Each senator 
will have to make do with P100 
million, each congressman with 
P30 million. That is stil a lot of 
money to play around with. 

New taxes are proposed. Tax 
exemptions will be eliminated. 
AI these will bring in additional 
revenue of about P100 billion. 
So, what else is new. President 
Ramos raised more than that 
during his watch. 

*Having drawn the road map 
for getting out of ће fiscal hole, 
the paper stops. The ИРИ 
should have gone one step fur- 
ther to make their strongest 
selling point. For years, the 
banks have said that the gov- 
emment’s heavy borrowings 
have been the cause of the high- 
est interest rates in this part of 
the world. If the deficit is cut as 
suggested in the paper, the gov- 
ernment will borrow P150 bil- 
lion less from the banks. This 
should bring down interest 
rates, As a result, the additional 
taxes will be paid by the taxpay- 
ers out of their savings in inter- 
est payments. As interest rates 
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go down, so will consumer 
prices. By cutting the deficit 
then, everybody, especially the 
Filipino consumer, wins. This is 
the point that the paper missed. 

But, will interest rates really 
ҳо down? Not if the banking 
cartel can help it. The banking 
cartel will crack the whip on 
their members to keep interest 
rates high. The Bangko Sentral 
governor should stop being a 
commercial banker and start 
acting like a central banker. 

‘And even if interest rates do 
go down, will consumer prices 
drop? Not if the various car- 
tels—cement, chicken, pork, 
beef, rice, tuna; the list is end- 
less—can help it. The cartels 
will try to keep prices from 
dropping. That is what cartels 
are for. Those so-called price co- 
ordinating government coun- 
cils should stop cooperating 
with the cartels. The role of gov- 
ernment on prices is to provide 
а free and open market where 
buyers and sellers fight for mu- 
tually agreed prices. 

то heighten competition, the 
local market should be opened 
to foreigners. Before the nation- 
alists scream to high heaven, let 
us look at what has happened to 
the fire insurance industry. For 
decades, the price of a fire in- 
surance policy was dictated Буа 
cartel. This was the only cartel 
inour history that had a govern- 
ment license. Not only that, the 
Insurance Commission was the 
enforcer of the cartel's prices. 
Теп years ago, in line with the 
Asean free trade agreements, 
the cartel's license was with- 
drawn and the industry was 
opened to foreign competition. 
Today, fire insurance rates are 
about one fourth what they 
were ten years ago. Yet, бге іп 
surance remains a profitable 
business. And, as a whole, the 
insurance industry continues to 
pay its share—too big a share, if 
you ask me—in taxes. 

My suggestion to the UP11 is 
this: whatever studies you un- 
dertake, think of the Filipino 
‘consumer, first and last. 
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. BusiNESS 
DOF rejects Congress bid to remove 
automatic debt allocation in budget 


GOCCs, especially heavy losers 
like the National Power Corp, are 
being criticized for aggravating the 
national government's precarious 
fiscal situation, while their top offi- 
cials are enjoying fat salaries. 

"The government should not 
tolerate abusive GOCCs,” Santia- 
go said. "Not even a single peso 
should be used by the national 
government to bail them out. 

But the DOF and the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Management 
said sanctions on GOCCs would 
not have to be as drastic as lifting 
the automatic appropriation for 
debt servicing. 


The proposal will only impair 
the national government's ability 
to access foreign capital markets 
for its own credit needs, the two 
agencies explained. 

‘Budget Secretary Emilia Bon- 
сойт was quoted by news reports 
as saying that the DBM would not 
‘agree with Santiago's proposal be- 
cause creditors would no longer 
lend to the Philippines if the pro- 
posal were to push through. 

The countrys public sector 
debt last year reached P5.9 tril- 
lion, almost half of which is ac- 
counted for by borrowings of 
state-owned companies. 
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‘The Senate earlier noted that 
while the government appears to 
have the bigger share of the debt, 
a substantial part of the borrow: 
ings was actually used to pay lia- 
bilities of GOCCs. 

The governments automatic 
budget allocation for debt servic- 
ing is mandated by Presidential 
Decree No. 117. About a third of 
the total budget is used to pay off 
government loans. 

The national government has 
allocated for 2005 P301.7 billion 
for debt servicing. The original 
debt service proposal stood at 
P907.6 billion. 


for far less its mall value. 


ADVERTISING ‘WAGWAG’ 
With the deficit choking off disposable 
тау зеет frivolous. But it seems no crisis can put a good brand down, especially when the product 
canbe found in "wagwag" (bargain house) shops, as advertised beneath this billboard of a high-end 
brand near Burnham Parkin Baguio. "Wagwag" stores sell the same brands, secondhand to be sure, 


NTC wants 
extra powers 
to regulate 
media firms 


THE NATIONAL Telecommunica- 
ions Commission is asking 
Congress to grant it stronger po- 
lice powers to regulate phone, 
media companies, while retain- 
ing a portion of the revenue the 
NIC collects yearly for its opera- 
tions. 

It also asked legislators to tum. 
NTC into a bigger better 
equipped organization to solve 
the problems of the sector as well 
as curb irregularities. 

As of August, the NTC had 
collected about P520 million. 
By yearend, the amount of fees 
should reach about P1.2 bil- 
lion. 

NTC chair Ronald Solis said 
the agency had started drafting a 
bill то turn the commission into a 
collegial body just like the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission, 
composed of a chair and four 
commissioners. 

Just like the SEC, the NTC is 
seeking fixed tenure for its offi 
аһ for continuity of polices and 
to insulate the commissioners 
from political pressures. 

"We are asking Congress for 
stronger powers, including police 
powers, to go after errants,” said 
Solis. "We are working on a draft 
bill with Rep. Simeon Kintanar, a 
former NTC chair, to reorganize 
and strengthen the NTC." 

The NTC was created by Exec- 
utive Order 546. A bill is being 
prepared to strengthen the man- 
date of the Commission. 

“The NTC wants natural inde- 
pendence зо it could be allowed 
to use a portion of the revenue it 
generates,” said Solis. 

Solis said that currently, all col- 
lections ofthe NTC were remitted 
tothe national treasury. Last year, 
the agency delivered P1.8 billion 
due to a windfall collection from 
past due accounts, 

This year, he said the NTC 
should collect between a billion 
pesos to P1.2 billion. 

“We shall be following up with 
the telcos with huge overdue 
obligations,” said Solis. 

The NTC is pressing the collec- 
tion of PL3 billion in overdue 
regulatory fees from Piltel from 
1997 to September 2004. Smart 
Communications Inc., according 
to the NTC, also had to settle 
about P100 million in spectrum 
users fee. 

The NTC had given all covered. 
institutions until the end of the 
month to settle their regulatory 
fees. Clarissa S. Batino 


ERC condones loans of 5 more power coops 
By Abigail L. Ho 


THE ENERGY Regulatory Com- 
mission recently approved the 
applications of five more electric 
cooperatives (ECs) to have their 
loans condoned, a move seen to 
result in power rate reductions of 
as much as Р1.35 per kilowatt- 
hour (kWh) in affected areas. 
Because of the loan condo- 
nation approval, customers of 
the Basilan Electric Coopera- 
tive will be able to enjoy sav- 


ings of P1.35 per kWh, as soon 
as the power distributor re- 
ceives the official copy of che 
ERC order. 

The other power coopera- 
tives whose loans have been 
condoned are: Zamboanga del 
Norte Electric Cooperative, 
where consumers may expect 
monthly rates to be reduced by 
17.23 centavos per kWh; Zam- 
boanga del Sur I Electric Coop- 
erative, with rates reduced by 
14.37 centavos per kWh; Cebu 


CA rules against SEC in Baguio Country Club case 


THE COURT of Appeals has 
Junked the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission's petition to 
reconsider the SEC decision to 
nullify the corporate watehdogs 
‘orders against Baguio Country 
Club. 

This gives the SEC no other re- 
‘course bur to go to the Supreme 
Court, The САЗ Special 15th Divi- 
sion, in а three-page resolution 
dated Sept. 1, reiterated its find- 
ings that the matters raised 
‘against the club “does not сай for 
SEC's power of regulation and su- 


pervision,” but is rather “a func- 
tion judicial in nature, which the 
SEC can no longer perform." 

The appellate court stood firm 
in its decision dated March 26, 
2004 that “the SEC has acted be- 
yond its jurisdiction" in the BCC 
case and revoked the SEC's series 
of orders against the Club. 

‘The appellate court division 
was composed of Justices Danilo 
Pine, Elvi John Asuncion and 
Monina Arevalo Zenarosa. 

The row started when the 
mother-son tandem of Erlinda Ilu- 


sorio and Ramon Ilusorio sought 
the SEC's intervention in the in- 
spection of corporate records and 
internal affairs, such as the term of 
directors, the contents of its by- 
laws and the decision to convert 
from stock to non-stock. 

For its part, BCC claimed that 
the club's conversion to a non- 
profit, non-stock corporation 
‘would translate to substantial tax 
savings that would be plowed 
back into its coffers, and fund on- 
going expansion and renovation. 

From August to November of 


2003, the SEC issued orders 
against club officals to enable 
regulatory officials to intervene 
in the conduet of the stockhold- 
cers’ meetings, to inspect corpo- 
rate records and to participate 
during the validation of proxies. 
In their petition to the CA, BCC 
cited grave abuse of discretion on 
the part ofthe SEC and its general 
counsel, Vernette Umali-Paco, 
when she issued orders against 
Club officials allegedly without 
jurisdiction, and with evident 
partiality." Doris €. Dumlao 


MB OKs stricter bank rules on governance 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE MONETARY Board of the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas has ap- 
proved a new blueprint to strength- 
en banks’ corporate governance. 

“With the changes, we are now 
closely aligned with the corpo- 
Tate governance rules of the Se- 
‘curities and Exchange Commis- 
sion," Alberto Reyes, BSP officer- 
in-charge, told reporters. 

The new guidelines include a 


requirement that the chair of a 
banks audit committee must be 
an independent director or one 
‘without substantial equity inter- 
estin the bank. 

Ofthe three-member audit com- 
mittee, at east two must be inde- 
pendent directors. Reyes said this 
requirement was even stricter than 
the SEC's, as the corporate watch- 
dog requires only one independent 
director in the audit committee. 

Reyes said the rules also man- 


date the creation of a risk man- 
agement committee which shall 
govern the banks risk manage- 
‘ment program. 

He added the terms of refer- 
ence of all the audit committees 
must be approved and cleared by 
the banks’ boards of directors, for 
enhanced accountability. 

While boosting the account- 
ability of banks’ internal audit 
committees, ће BSP is also seek- 
ing the creation of a regulatory 


body made up of external audi- 
tors to conform with global 
trends in the aftermath of che En- 
топ scandal in the United States. 

‘The BSP implements an accred- 
itation system for external audi 
tors of banks. However, Reyes said 
it тїрїн }ю) necessary to put up a 
local regulatory body to govern all 
external auditors of the corporate 
sector, including banks, because 
that function could not be han- 
died by the SEC alone. 


1 Electric Cooperative with 
rates reduced by 11.91 cen- 
tavos per kWh and Zamboanga 
City Electric Cooperative with 
rates reduced by 5.78 centavos 
per kWh. 

These newly issued loan con- 
donation approvals brought to 83 
the total number of final orders 
thatthe ERC had issued, the regu- 
latory body said in a statement 
Friday. 

The ERC is currently review- 
ing 18 more loan condonation 


requests. While doing so, it also 
hopes to receive from the Power 
Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corp. the remain- 
ing 17 loan condonation applica- 
tions that need to go through fi- 
nal audit. 

“We are completing the loan 
condonation process with utmost 
urgency as we realize that con- 
sumer-members of ECs stand to 
benefit from the loan reprieve,” 
ERC Chair Rodolfo Albano Jr. 
said. 


52 airlines may land 
in Clark, says DOTC 


THE ARROYO administration has 
given 52 airline companies landing 
rights on Clark Intemational. Air- 
роп to encourage carriers to con- 
Sider using the former US air base. 
“We have granted landing rights 
to 52 airlines,” said Transport Sec- 
retary Leandro Mendoza. “But the 
actual movement would be subject 
to air talks facilitated by the CAB 
(Civil Aeronautics Board)" 
Airlines may only start landing 
їп Clark once the country allows 
additional flights to the Philip- 
pines, or when carriers move 
some of their operations to Clark 
from the Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport 
Granting landing rights to car- 
riers, according to Alfonso Cusi, 
general manager of the Manila 
International Airport Authority, 
would spur the development of 
the North Luzon airport facili. 
“Once operational, Clark Airport 
aims to айгай low-cost airlines 
carrying tourists and businessmen 
to the area," Cosi added. "It will al- 
so open the airport to and from the 
Middle East, canying overseas Fi 


ipino workers from Central and 
Northem Luzon, and № 
Cordillera Autonomous Region.” 

Carriers were reluctant to use 
Clark airport because of its loca- 
tion, Clark also had not generat- 
ed sufficient volume to make op- 
erations viable, Aside from that, 
Mendoza said, the airport facility 
needed improvement and inter- 
connection with Manila ге 
mained much to be desired. 

Only Korean carrier Asiana air- 
lines flies to and from Clark five 
times weekly from Incheon. 

“By November, we're going to 
open the MNTC (North Express- 
way),” Mendoza said. "We're al- 
ready starting the construction of 
the North Rail and complete this 
in 2to 3 years, or just in time for 
the full utilization of the airport.” 

‘The government had commit- 
ted to spend P2 billion to expand 
Clark airport. 

‘According to Mendoza, they are 
also hoping to build айропз in 
Panglao, Bohol, Coron in Northem 
Palawan and San Femando in La 
Union, Clarissa S. Batino 
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RP risks new credit-rating downgrade 
тий fom Moody Investor Service is at BAZ 


(negative outlook). All ratings are below in- 
vestment grade. 


The Philippines last experienced a credit- 
rating downgrade in January this year, when 
Moody's Investor Service lowered its assess- 
‘ment of the country to a "negative outlook." 
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а ‘from authorized dealers of Hyundai Asia Resources, Inc. (HARI). 


Genuine 


нүшпон! | Parts 


Authorized HARI deale: 

HYUNDAI Alabang - Tels:-(02) 800-1771, (02) 800-7344, (02) 802-3653, (02) 825-7208 - HYUNDAI 
Commonwealth Tels: (02) 951-2201 to 10 + HYUNDAI Edsa - Tels: (02) 882-2432 to 33 + HYUNDAI 
Е Rodriguez Sr. Ave. Tels: (02) 411-4342, (02) 412-7816 - HYUNDAI Makati - Tels: (02) 830-0010 to 17 
HYUNDAI OrtigasTels: (02) 723-9101 to 07 - HYUNDAI Quezon Avenue - Tel: (02) 374-3911 - Provincial 
Dealers: HYUNDAI Bacolod Tel: (034) 433-0567 * HYUNDAI Cabanatuan - Tel: (044) 464-8278 
HYUNDAI Cagayan de Oro - Tels: (088) 855-4408 to 07 - HYUNDAI Cebu - Tel: (032) 343-7102. HYUNDAI 
Davao Tels: (082) 235-2955, (082) 305-0000 - HYUNDAI Пойо - Tel: (033) 320-2248 - HYUNDAI Laguna 
Tel: (049) 520-8242 + HYUNDAI La Union, Inc., - Tels: (072) 712-8881, (072) 712-8888 - HYUNDAI 
Pampanga Tel: (045) 961-3234 

Hyundai Asia Resources, Inc. (HARI) is the exclusive distributor of Hyundai vehicles and 
Hyundai MOBIS parts in the Philippines. 
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(A Subsidiary cf the Natural Resources Developme Corporation) 
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NOTICE OF SUGAR BIDDING 


VICTORIAS MILLING COMPANY, INC. with Milite Office at Victorias City, Negros 
Occidental invites all interested bidders to participate in the bidding of 73,162.97 LKG 
Domestic "B" УМС Raw Sugar intended for refining. Refined sugar will be withdrawn 
from the тїї. 


Interested bidders shall submit the following documents to our Makati or Millsite 
Office on or before the scheduled bidding date: 


1. Original and one (1) Certified photocopy of sugar trading license/SRA 
Registration 

2. Olfice Address, Telephone Number and sketch of location of business office of 
the Sugar Trading Firm 

3. Duly notarized Special Power of Attomey from the single proprietor or Board 
Resolution from the SecretaryiChairman certifying that the representative is 
presently connected with the entity and is authorized to represent the firm in the 
bidding and ай activities pertinent thereto. 


The bidding shall be conducted at the ММС Makati Office located а! 9126 Sultana 
corner Honradez Streets, Barangay Olympia, Makati City on September 23, 2004 at 
3:00 P.M. 


Floor price shall be announced before opening the sealed bids. УМС reserves the right 
to reject any or ай bids and accept only such offers, which in its judgment are most 
reasonable and advantageous to the company. 


For тоге details, please call our Milsite Office, Sugar Marketing Division, c/o Ms. Terry 


Cequifia at Tel. No. (034) 399-3382; 09189124130 or our Makati Office, c/o Ms. Lina 
Pilla at Tel. No. (02) 896-3425; (02) 896-0381. 


(Sgd.) ABELARDO E. BUGAY 
OIC & Senior Vice President 
LII 
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cope LOCATION DESCRIPTION MINIMUM 
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меса No.5 ghland Dive, ue Ridge 858.80 mm? residentia ot P $300 00500 


Sica. Quezon Cay (Fer No. N251920) wi 
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BACHO —Lot2247-A-8. ие Maytsig St, — 40540 m" residential lot P 10280000 
San Rafael Овна Pasay Cay ICT No T-143009] wi 
-storey biag. 
BACI Lot 2247-410, Ineror мауы. 39820. vacant residenial P 767,700.00 
Sen паза Ова Pasay Cay шт No. 14300" 
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BIDDERS ARE REMINDED: 
Y. Tonspoct me prepares to аит thr actual condon vetore по bisang: 
О oneal ba киту мыш ine AMD-Acqurod Asst, 2nd Foo, DBP Нов ОВС during 
oes roues: ang 
з. Tobe on ima No bids wit be восород once unsoning ol ho bids commences. The sale shall be subici 1o 
‘ho terme and солова weh пау ba posed by ia Bark 
рар RESERVES THE FIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY THEREIN, OR TO 
RECEPT SUCH BIDS AS MAY ВЕ CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE BANK. THE DECISION 
GE THE BANK IS FINAL ANO BINDING 
For inquires, please cali telephone numbers: 
эме 600-7172 or 810-9511 xal 7218 252 lor Coo staring wih АМ, 
1526.1688 fr CW, 8189511 aca 1457 for BAG ono 1400 or SUR. 
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CiAssirto ApveRTISING DIVISION 
Ferret E emori Park 
Mortuary 


EB. Аад 
r 1 3 "lem the resurtection and the je 
lam ] 9“ MILAGROS ROQUE LIW. АМА T heho bles in Me wil ive coen when eds” John 125 
the way, $ || DRA. CRISTETA PRINCIPE RAMOS-TABAMO |. 
the truth | ~ Ч of Dinalupihan, Bataan and Manila. (October 27, 1911 - September 18, 2004) | 
* jn * UST College of Medicine Class of 1938 
and the life. Peacefilly joined her Creator and her husband Felipe, Sr. + + Founder of the Remos General Hospital, Tarlac City 
Noone on September 18, 2004 at the age of 76. Posy passed on 1o elerna et Ња Стиг 
i el as her husband Pepe( 
Herchildren Eduardo and Dolores, Emma, Cristina and Lery, Isabel and George. J.B. on Septenber 16, 20040 eed 
comes her stepchildren Еа, Firmo and Felipe Jr grandchildren Ben, Annamnrle, Gabriel & supe амаи 
to the ‘Maia: Мао & Vince; Carla & Тоше; sisters Adelaida (t). Estela nd Fidela and relatives Her bereaved children: Zony & Romy Belmonte, Pempe (t) & Mina, 
request the pious readers to pray for her eternal rest and everlasting happiness- Oie serene ele iin а 
Father Grandchidren: Tani & Chat, Rowena, Nona, Roy & Anne, Aimee & Robert Carreon, 
Her cremated remains ie in state at the Baltazar Chapel, La Funeraria Paz-Sucat (inside Christie J.R. Gonzales, Chris, Venice, Kris, A R, Ella & Mikki Atienza, 
except Manila Memorial Park) Рагайацие City. 2 TR Jat, Lee, Austine and Yogi 
| Great grandchildren: Teejay, Justine, Weena, Ryanne, Olie, Iggy, Erh 
through | $ tntenment wili follow after the 9:00 A.M. Mass at Manila Memorial Park, Боса on ERinchin Maxine Robie, Cabell, Rianna and Cameron. у 
Me.” Wednesday, September 22,2004 1 ам nephews, nieces, other relatives and friends request 
. $ и j М Ad the pious readers to pray for the ternal repose of her soul- 
E н ien of ower donation to the Foundation for Vales Training, Ме. 1 И ЕН 
ener in her name will be greatly appreciate кмс tarias Ci 
евр" - ess Interment will beat the Tarlac Catholic Cemetery, San Vicente, Tarlac City 
following the necrological service on Wednesday, September 22, 2004, 
8:00 a.m. at the Tarlac Cathedral 
An obituary with a picture can be a 
ngefes S. Roco "| 


fitting tribute to your departed loved one. allele cat gra 
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Our Dearly Beloved Papa 


Col, Federico J, Salcedo Ret.) 


Peacefilly joined our Lord 
WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS | inten ce on September 16, 2004 at the age of 85. 


Sus desconsolados: hermana: Carmen. | 
Sobrinas Chiqui, Netos: Rica, Chas: JR Y | 
Charo, Bisnietos: Rannie y Adon, sobrinos. 
demas familia ruegan una oracion por ei | 
ето descanso de su айта. 

"Esta de cuerpo presente en la Funeraria 
Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 

"Flentierrosera el Jueves, 23 Septiembre. 
ata 100e a tarde en North Cemetery. 


Alveys caring.. INQUIRER OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 
© Copy of Death Certificate 
Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


and bank-to-bank payments 


His wife Josie; his children Joffre, Ricky (t), Alex and Marisol, his 
> grandchildren, great grandchildren, brother and sister as well as other relatives & 
„Z| | friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at Chapel G, Loyola Memorial Chapels, Guadalupe, 
Makati City. 


DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
MESSAGE OF THANKS 


DEATH ANNIVERSARY : with the. Lord tment ilie on Tan. Seer 23,200 
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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
Constitution Hills, Ойтап, Quezon City 


А WARRANT OF ARREST, has been issued by 
THE COURT, RTC Branch 145, City of Makati, 
Criminal Case No. 03-4923 against: NELSON Т. 
LUKBAN, CONTRACTOR & SOLE PRO- аб 
PRIETOR OF PLASTERBOARD BUILDERS, Ет 
whose picture appears herein with last known —— 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
for The Civil Service Commission 
Personnel information Database System 
Tha СМ Service Commission has recoived tunds irom tho E-Government Fund 
“installation and maintenance 
oft 


pr clea training support wah ап approved budgot or 


address at 211-B parse prona PHPTON uta ol VAT, and al aplcab anes and dutes. 
Leonardo St, БЕКЕТ cp ES L The pic astmatd 1o be completed ovra period 12 mont 
teme a Sovlopment and пама c te C mani 
Karuhatan, Valenzuela —— Wan Gaisras Sytem (OS), vang 
City. Any information Me [x он a neta actae, and rovlon lor warn, ола secos 
about him may be Н menda Sra suppor or ee v Caps poor dens d 
reported to Atty. i AS "uio goverment cvi злу.) Proven lr Systems Aominialon and 
Barnardo Atienza at H = wale! Тыште" ace santa элети says Sd deg, эрисе 
Tel, No. 241-6446 from i [e Mim ол diveiprinl co and lated tope. 
, i [ic voweroa Plocrement and selecon c Consultants shali be conduce sing o IMPLE- 
300 AM to 500 PM, | BEES Е ac ente 
onday to Friday. | LE чын ERWISE KNOWN AS THE GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT REFORM ACT 
EGER Ma С [ur MMC y 
NELSON T. LUKBAN mation giver leading to mua ua pente ао sled in being considered as eigo bidder, you should submit to 


ts your Lata f inten (LOI together wi your apoteation for ойды at те 
drons ented below no ater тап October 4 2004, 1200 AM. A guida 1o ie 
preparation ol documents for enay is avaliable upon request at iho emal 
dress aiso оо below. 

Bidders who pass te eli enuremunis hal be subject to short tng and 
ону those ehor listed may parilpat їп the actua bidding. Tney shal be 
rotted according 

“Ie sho sled Беды may than socura the Bidding Documents at тө address 
Тарт staring October 9, 2008 to October 16, 2008 rm 8:00 AM to 509 РМ 
{pon submesion o a wien appleaton and paymant o a попчемпав 

PHP 2000000. 

Tho shon lated быз shall b Invite to altond the Pre-Bld Conference on 
оборот 18, 2004 at 10:00 AM at tho Function Ноот A, Z For ofthe СМ 
Sirve Commission Осе, Consttuton Hiis, Dilman, Quezon Сау. 

Al queis оп ho bidding documents аһы bo mada In witing and sent to the 
‘detest blow no tar han October 27, 2004. 

Al tds must be accompanied by а Bid Socuy payable to he СМ Service 
Commission subject o Sectons 27 and 28 ol ta IH o НА 9184. 

овла tor tha submission ol bids lon November 8, 2004 at 12:00 noon a ihe 


his arrest. 
(DI Seg 0.200) 


Ф NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
“io al cy 


Thailand Campus 


World's #1 gemological institute 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


: г " ө National Food Ашо! gon aves al sack manufacturers Баа беги бое ocoved aer ее tite wi по ba вез 
2t ane kamary OF EXPE Ge о шее зари 1o panana Жл an scopy d 30000 paces nor or m Pay шкен and wie rad opera 
‘over 300,000 students worldwide Eney Saska in acsordanco win NPA peccator and Gesign win approved АВС petra o cnn ора Iz on ovanor o, 204207 ba fune: 
51882700000. Serra ee eat be Сы See Comitem Otc, Conan Fis 
Become a recognized professional Tho sched cf bidding axes ar as лона reper unre Бром oak koran 
in the gem and je industr жамы Date Tie Tar he бшу Con Brand Syston 
[erbe dp Tend Franca Proposa) and qunes oto bung document i: 
Diamonds Diploma Program 2, Рот Conroe Odes 200M зв Commissioner Eimer R. Bartolata 
X Suoman and Opening ol Gelber вм 5:00PM 
starts November 1, 2004 брову and ба Documents 2008 Site 
GIA Thailand Campus орала тау ааста Ве амы ө NFA flo пора Once, ind Somes essen 
У P Fic, 56/12 „кок Thailand | | Pee rom September 23-30, 2004 ter payment o а nonrrelundabiainor Lal - 9917091 
Bisco Tower-12* Fi, 56/12 Sub Rd., Bangrak, Bangkok Thailand | | Feet wom Sentenber 2230, 2004 a pan LEE 
Tel: (662) 237-9575 /77 Fax: (662) 236-9829 po d 
LAORE dH ET LA то пу ahy peas contact ВАС Chairperson or Ms. Marlou M. Papuan oye: ч 
s Е ias ai lolephone numbors (033) 329-2165 and 320-6246. 
The см Serven Commision овен he нун 1o wate any олау in he 
The NFA оз to ght o ret any or al bid proposals. to чно ay тС te poa resume ма тта ишп, fna Cv Sari 
содыг loma octet o dle orem and may scrap ta bi wieh в orent ertet a oc any эга bs or docara a 


Чотой most advantageous lo Ino government. Soang. and to award Ine contracto 1e дг whose bid is тон advent 
оао tha government 
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Surviving the Zeroes 


By Joey б. Alarilla 
Contributor 


Editor's Note: The author won third 
prize for Essay (English Division) in 
the 2604 Don Carlos Palanca Memori- 
al Awards for Literature. “Surviving 
the Zeroes” is dedicated to the au- 
thor's wife Ellen and daughter Sam, 
without whom this essay, he says, his 
first Palanca award and daily exis- 
tence itself would not be possible. 


‘OUR daughter Sam, who is two years 
and four months old, walks over to the 
DVD player and casually presses the 
eject button. She removes the dise, re- 
places it with a new one—most likely 
“Toy Story" which lately she has been 
watching about a google times а 
day—and then pushes the button again. 
to close tht DVD tray. 

‘This is something that she has been 
doing even before she turned a year 
‘old, though of course not with such fi- 
nesse at the start. She also tinkers with 
the other gadgets and appliances 
around the house, such as our desktop 
PC, cell phones, Xbox console, Game 
Boy Advance and digital video camera. 
Sam takes technology for granted not 
only because she possesses the supreme 
self-confidence of a young child and we 
encourage her to explore, but also since 
we have been blessed to live in an age 
where such digital tools and toys have 
become accessible to many people. 


The Zeroes 

"Welcome to the Zeroes and the fu- 
ture that our children are building to- 
day. More than any other generation 
that came before it, the children born 
during the Zeroes (also known as the 
‘00s, Zero Years or, my personal favorite, 
the Oh-Ohs) will be called upon to build 
а new world and create the rules for 
surviving in it. They are the first genera- 
tion whose formative years will be 
shaped by pervasive technology, 
whether in our homes or in our offices 
(which, in my case, are one and the 
same). They are the true children of the 
digital age—not we who may have em- 
braced the information technology rev- 
olution but whose roots are firmly em- 


What is Sun" Tech Days? 


Sun” Tech Days is a global series 
of intense 2-day developer- 
|. focused events designed for 
members of the technical. 
| community. The focus is on 
delivering in-depth knowledge 
! ina “how to” format on 
|+. Suns software technologies. 
|; апа new development 
| methodologies in partnership 
‘with Sun's global 
and local partners. 


Sun" Tech Days delivers a variety 
of content, including technical. 
sessions, in-depth sessions, 
‘code camps and Hands on Labs, 
|, ай of which aid developers 
| through the software lifecycle, 
from architecture to testing 
‘and deployment. 


bedded in the analog world, 

Tor Sam, writing e-mail will be as 
matural as using pen and paper to pro- 
duce a letter. Tm not even sure if these. 
children of the Zeroes will find time for 
snail mail, though my wife Ellen end 1 
will certainly do our best to introduce 
her to letter writing. The PC will be a fa- 
miliar friend to my daughter, instead of 
being the alien creature I first encoun- 
tered in high school way back in the 
"80s, whose specs are so unimaginably 
obsolete today that it might be hard to 
convince these children that those dark 
ages actually existed. They might re- 
gard as fairy tales the days when cellu- 
ar phones could double as dumbbells, 
music came in vinyl records and cas- 
sette tapes, and you truly had to dial the. 
numbers on a telephone. 


New generation 

Think about how far we've come in 
terms of technology in the last decade. 
or two. Im talking as a martial law ba- 
by, whose teen years were spent listen- 
ing to New Wave, wearing penny 
loafers or topsiders, and sporting big 
hair tamed with mousse or gel. Listen- 
ing to music meant buying cassette 
tapes and popping one inside a Walk- 
man. spent countless hours waiting for 
favorite songs tobe played on the radio, 
301 could record and compile them ona 
casserte tape. The compact disc back 
then was unimaginably expensive, the 
players even more so—something that 
may be hard to understand in an age 
where CDs, CD-ROMs, VCDs and DVDs 
have been pirated and all sorts of hard- 
ware cloned and modified 

Back then, few people had even seen 
а personal computer, and you could 
count on your fingers those you knew 
‘who had one in their homes. I was nev- 
er really a techie, but 1 had friends who 
were and I learned BASIC and some as- 
sembly language from them and our 
high school computer classes. No mat- 
ter how fascinating it was, however, 1 
never thought then that the PC would 
become an important part of my daily 
life, that it would cease being the hobby 
of nerds and become a tool that people 
from all walks of life would be able to 


CONFERENCE FEES 
Regutar Price 
Government Price P 1,500 per delegate 
Academe Price 

Hands-On Lab 


P2,000 per delegate 


P 11000 per delegate 
‘Additional P 500 per session 
per delegate 


Every group of 10 registered participants 
is enutled to get an 13th seat free. 


——— 
EARD 


Get the following perks if you register AND pay 
before conference dates 


DEADUNES. 
Sept. 30, 2004 - Get 20% discount on Conference 
Tees, discounts on certification vouchers and 
rafe stub. 


Oct. 15, 2004 -10% discount on Conference Fes, 
"discounts on certification vouchers and rafie 
Stub 


Nov 3, 2004 -discounts on certification vouchers 
and rafie stub. 


m———— 


ite’ gous md ener een oe. 
iyo witb eee efor a chance own 


‘As more people have adopted tech- 
nology, however, the prices of PCs and 
other devices have dropped, enabling 
even more people to buy these tools. 
Тт not saying that computers have al- 
ready become affordable to everyone, 
particularly since we live in the Philip- 
pines and many of our countrymen 
сапт even eat three square meals a day. 
Still, compared to the past few years, 
more of us have access to cheaper and 
better technology. E 

“Twenty years ater, Iive each day ful 
ly embracing technology and using it to 
try tomake life better for my family and 
me. it’s been almost a year since I decid- 
ed to work completely from home. Part- 
ly its due to selfish reasons—because of 
the hellish traffic conditions in this 
country you might actually be spending 
more time going to and from your office 
than you do on your actual job. Mostly, 
however, it's because I made the deci- 
sion to play an important role in my 
daughter’ Ше. 

When Sam was born on December 
27, 2001 and I took my paternity leave, 
1 realized just how much 1 wanted to 
spend each day with her and watch her 
as she grew up. Even before Sam was 
born, I vowed to myself that I would be 
а hands-on dad, that I would be a full 
partner to my wife in taking care of our 
child. But no matter how much you 
might plan for it, nothing really pre- 
pares you for that moment when you 
see your baby for the first time, and 
you're overwhelmed by just how much 
you love your child. 1 know, it sounds 
sentimental, and I've never really seen 
myself as an expressive person ora nur- 
turer. Somehow, being a father changed 
that. I didn't want to miss out on those 
early years. | didn't want to be a 
stranger to Sam. 


Telecommuting 

Tm lucky that I live in an age where 
its possible to even consider telecom- 
muting, and I've been fortunate to land 
in a field where it can be a practical ål- 
ternative. Of course, it helps that work 
fora forward-looking online news com. 
pany, though even then it wasn't easy to 
convince them to agree to the arrange- 
ment. After all, its still hard to find 


Attend Sus" Tech Days in Manila and get a chance to win fava 


enabled devices 


Simply attend the conference and you get the chance to wina 
and you get the chance to win an. 

so tre efor anam on th st 

Фу othe conference wil be entered m a special rfe о win ths. 


Free fva racket! Мт 
МЗ player! А Part 


Reter a friend & get a chance to win 
Магас for more fa. 


REGISTRATION 


You can register online at www suntechdaysmanila.com 


Payments can be made at: 
1) Sun Microsystems Philippines, Inc. 


at Phulamfe Tower, 8767 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 


Contact Person: Susan Malonzo 
2) Any Security Bank and Trust Co. Branch 
in the following account 
Sun Microsystems Philippines, Inc. 
‘Savings Account Number 0511:00528:001 
Security Bank, Paseo de Roxas Branch 
361 CBC Bldg, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 


Note: Upon making the payment, please fax us a copy at 
+6312) 885 7866 or callus at +632) 8857867 ext 366 to 368. 
‘You may asa pay onsite at Makati Shangrila on event dates. 


The organizers reserve the right to amend the program 
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companies, particularly in the Philip- 
pines, who are comfortable with the 
idea of employees working from home. 
Some still want to be reassured by your 
physical présence, so that they can ac- 
tually see you working. 

In fact, to push through with my 
plans, Thad to make a sacrifice. 1 would 
give up my benefits as a regular ель 
ployee and gamble that they would still 
retain me as а consultant, churning out 
the same kind of work without having 
to be physically present at the office. It 
‘meant giving up job security and em- 
ployee benefits. Becoming a consultant 
meant I could take on other projects 
outside the company, but it also en- 
tailed a lot of risks, since when I made 
the decision to leave, they never 
promised that they would still tap ту 
services. I'm fortunate that have a wife 
‘who understood and supported my de- 
cision, and that in the end everything 
worked outas planned. 


Terrible Twos 

Every day is an adventure with Sam. 
Tm not pretending that it's easy. The 
lines between your work and personal. 
life get blurred when your office is also 
yourhome. A toddler suffering from the. 
"Terrible Twos (or, more accurately, in- 
flicting suffering) doesn't cease to 

‘throw tantrums just because you're 
working. For the past year, Гуе had to 
balance work with the time 1 spend 
bathing Sam, feeding her, changing her 
diapers, playing with her, reading sto- 
ries out loud, sterilizing her bottles, tak- 
ing her out for a stroll—you get the 
idea. We browse the Sesame Street 
website together, play a Blue's Clues 
CD-ROM game on the PC, and watch 
home movies of her that take with our 
digital videocam. 1 wouldn't exchange 
this set-up for anything, but its an ar- 
rangement that I have to work hard for, 
and 1 admit that on particularly trying 
days 1 wonder if Ive bitten off more 
than I could chew. 

1 can almost hear mothers out there 
saying, "Why do men haie to make it 
sound so hard?" But it is hard, and 1 
have to say that I'm in awe of mothers 
who have been doing this kind of gig 
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PowERTIPS | 
Copying cell 
content in MS 


бош 


By Jerry Liao 


YOU can copy the content and formula of cells 
unto the current cell you're working in using 5 
Microsoft Excel. Here's how: 

1) To copy the formula from the cell above! 
the one you're working on, press [CTRL] then’ 
the apostrophe key (hold down the CTRL key " 
and press the apostrophe key). 

+2) To copy the.value from the cell above, 
press [CTRL] then the quotation mark key 
(hold down the CTRL key and press the quo- 
tation mark key). 

For more tips, visit wwwbrain- 
share.com.ph. We would like to invite every- 
опе to attend the Powertips seminar on Oct. 
25, 2004 at the Edsa Shangrila Hotel. Tickets 
are available at all SM TicketNer outlets, See 
you there. For more information, visit 
hep://wwwbrainshare.com.ph/powertips. 


Mindanao... 


From page B16 


aged local businesses to think more globally if 
they want to compete in the region. 

“Mindanao businesses still operate on a re- 
gional scale," the former trade secretary said. 

"Turning Mindanao into an e-services hub is 
one of the measures being pushed by Roxas in. 
support of the 10-point agenda of President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Local business and ICT groups presented 
the proposed action agenda to President Ar- 
royo atthe Mindanao Business Conference. 
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developer conference is coming to Manila 
on November 4-5, 2004 
at Makati Shangri-La Hotel: 


|e pate 


rsa while 


nt ie 
mera he 


Sate tape | «Homes 


Visit us at www.suntechdayr-manila.com’ | 


АЕ 


From page B14 


from time immemorial. 1 think Tve leamed 
тоге lessons in the past year that I've spent 
growing up with Sam than at any time in my 
life. Гуе learned to laugh more and ste 
through her eyes and those of my wife, who 
sees ай the beauty in life, even in the smallest 
things. I've learned to be more patient and be 
less of a control freak, Anyone who believes 
ies easy to mold a child has never had to deal 
with a two-year-old in full toddler defiance 
mode. Ive learned to live, accept and let go. 

"Without technology, it would have been 
difficult if not impossible, to pull off this kind 
of arrangement. Technology enables me to 
download articles—some from the Cebu of- 
fice—via file transfer protocol (FTP), edit 
them using Microsoft Word, and send them to 
my editorial assistant via FTP or e-mail. I keep 
in touch with my assistant and relay instruc- 
tions through e-mail, Yahoo! Messenger and 
text messaging. 1 have a correspondent in 
New York and contributors from different 
parts of the world, This virtual network has 
"worked for me for the past year, and these are 
the same digital tools that allow multination- 
als to outsource their business processes to 
the Philippines, or freelance journalists to 
write for different publications around the 
‘world. As that old New Economy saying goes: 
“ies not where you are, irs what you know." 
Some people have expressed the fear that 
technology will dehumanize us. What they 
might not realize is that more than just being 
a network of computers (or, more accurately, 
а network of networks), the Internet is pri 
marily a network of people. It allows us to 
connect and communicate in ways that once 
might have been too difficult or downright 
impossible. My wife and I constantly send 
‘each other e-mail, and keep in touch with our 
friends across the country and around the 
‘world, For instance, she regularly exchanges 
e-mail with her cousin in Australia and her 
former boss and good friend in Amsterdam. 
Using Yahoo! Messenger, I exchange instant 
messages with a college buddy whos now 
based in Virginia and another friend who 
"поме to France. 


Enter Friendster 

‘One of the most popular Internet applica- 
tions nowadays, especially among teens in 
the Philippines, is Friendster, which works on 
the principle of six degrees of separation. It 
connects you to a network of people—not on- 
ly to your friends but also to the friends of the 
friends of your friends. And since we live in 
the Philippines, obviously text messaging is a 
way of life. These are just some of the ways 
that technology allows us to reach out to old 
friends and build new relationships. In fact, 
‘we have fewer excuses not to keep in touch, 

‘Technology is neither good nor evil. To 
hear media, politicians and religious groups 
talk, you would think that the Internet is 
nothing more than a haven for pornography, 
drugs, pedophiles and other evils. Never mind 
that all these imperfections existed in society 
long before the Internet was born. Never 
mind that no one is pointing a gun at you and 
forcing you to sur for porn. True, the Internet 
has its dark side, with websites for and by 
racists, terrorists, perverts and other unsa- 
vory characters. That's because the Web mir- 
rors the real world, and different people de- 
cide to use it for different purposes. We are 
the ones who should take responsibility for 
our actions, and at the risk of sounding like a 
stereotypical parent, we should be aware of 
what our children are doing and what kind of 
content they are being exposed to—whether 
125 on the Internet, on TV or in the papers. 

I think this love-hate relationship with 
technology springs from the tug-of-war be- 
tween our fear of the unknown and the expec- 
tations that technology has created. It’s only 
Виля that the Zero Years were ushered in by 
а problem with zeroes, namely the Millenni- 
um Bug, Year 2000 problem or Y2K. The hys- 
teria that accompanied Y2K exposed just how 
deep-seated our fear of technology is, that 
maybe like Mary Shelley's Frankenstein we 
are not in control of our creations. 


Promises, promises А 

‘Ironically, the Zeroes, which you might 
have expected before to be an age of unwa- 
vering faith in digital tools and continuing 
tech-driven prosperity, has not been kind to 
the virtual world. From Y2K to the dotcom 
crash to the Love Bug or ILOVEYOU virus to 
the current tech and teleo slump, the Zeroes 
have made it unfashionable to be a tech evan- 
gelist. In a way, this а backlash against all 
the hype ofthe dotcom years, and continuing 
resentment over the expectations that were 
created and yet remain unmet. A paperless of- 
fice? People have been talking about that for 
‘over 30 years. Convergence? Itstill takes days 
ог weeks just to get a stupid landline in the 
first place. Broadband? I's cheaper now, sure, 
but sometimes you're paying a premium but 
end up getting dial-up access speeds. 

In spite of these broken promises, however, 
106 still true that more people are now enjoy- 
ing the fruits of technological innovation, 
from the latest GPRS (general packet radio 
service) mobile phones to unbelievably fast 
desktop and mobile computers that also dou 
ble as home entertainment systems. But even 
as we worship the material trappings, we 
have lost our faith in the underlying religion 
of technology. We use the gadgets, we lust af- 
ter the gizmos, but you will not usually hear 
the media spout New Economy rhetoric and 
gush over the life-changing impact of the In- 
ternet, That would be so, well, 905. Over four 
years into the Zeroes, we seem to be simply 
drifting, waiting for something to jump-start 
the economy, hoping that the next big thing 
would somehow bring about a new New 
Economy. 


Maybe the problem was that those of us 
who chose to embrace technology early on 
unrealistically expected the world to change 
overnight. We believed that technology 
would level the playing field and that the New 
Economy would be а meritocracy, underesti- 
mating how entrenched old habits and hierar- 
chies are. Business is supposed to move at the 
speed of thought, but the reality is that people 
and organizations do not. You can talk about 
the transforming powers of the Internet, cele- 
brate freedom of expression and the absence 
of old rules, but you won't convince society to 
change in an instant. The dotcoms believed 
they were exempt from business rules and cy- 
cles. We know what happened to them. 

In these more sober times, we've also come 
to realize that maybe we have been changing 
things for change's sake. We wanted so much 
to be digital that we took for granted that it 
‘would always be good for us. Look at the ex- 
ample of e-books, all the hype over print-on- 
demand, and, once again, the paperless of- 
fice. While storing information in digital form 
has its advantages, some of us mistakenly 
took this to mean that paper was a thing of 
pastor at least it ought to be. Some brash 
new media organizations loudly proclaimed 
the death öf print and other traditional me- 
Фа. Some predicted the death of the middle- 
‘man. In this sense, they wanted the real world 
reshaped in the image of the virtual one. 


Fear and hype 

Think tha in falling flat on our Faces in our 
mistaken assumption of the pace of change, 
we have embraced the opposite extreme, We 
now no longer dare to dream big or to fy as 
high as in those early years ofthe Internet rev- 
olution. Reality, however, is somewhere be- 
tween fear and hype. It’s time for us to renew 
our faith in the digital tools that we have in- 
herited, while accepting that just because 
something is old-fashioned does not mean its 
Obsolete. For instance, I would never give up 
my precious but oh-o-analog books, but that 
does not mean I'm not grateful that I don't 
have to spend a lot of money on a bulky епсу- 
clopedia set when сап use Encarta or browse 
the Web. 1 know some writers who still prefer 
to crank out their articles on a manual type- 
writer. That is their choice, and I respect that 
Some musie lovers prefer the imperfections of 
vinyl records to the sterile sound of а CD. 
Again, different strokes for different folks. 

‘The key here is to remember that we have 
more choices now. We can each adopt tech- 
nology at our own pace, for our own needs. 
Maybe it has something to do with being a fa- 
ther, but I've learned that change is something 
that happens one day at a time, Гуе also 
learned that your child is his or her own per- 
son, that you cannot force her to follow the 
image you have created in your own mind 
and must instead give her the freedom to be- 
come who she is. 

Surviving the Zeroes means realizing that 
we are more than this digital stream of 1s and 
Os, yet that these tools are here to liberate us if 
we let them. Look arall the changes that have 
happened in human society. Maybe they 
haven't been as dramatic as the tech-driven 
шора we once imagined, but who would 
have thought only а few years ago that more 
fathers would want to be the ones to stay 
home and take care of their children? Fm not 
saying this to disrespect our own fathers, who 
made the best of what society was offering 
them at the time. 1 am not saying that the 
choice | made is right for everyone. Pm just 
Saying that we should recognize that we do 
have а choice, that we can all take a leap of 
faith and strive for a better balance between 
our work and our life. 

1 don't know what the Future holds for my 
daughter anymore than could have foreseen 
Sack in high school that 1 would one day be 
working from home. But one things for sure: 
TII be with her every step of the way. At the 
risk of sounding like a stereotypical parent, 1 
think we have a responsibility to give our kids 
better options than we ourselves enjoyed. The 
advantage of our children is that they don't 
carry around our baggage of fear and frustra- 
tion. 1 envy them because they wil literally 
see the virtual world with the eyes of a child. 
‘What many of shave lst is the sense afwon- 
der we felt during those heady days when 
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most people either had not heard ofthe Inter- 
met or were too intimidated by it. Remember 
the first time you saw those dinosaurs on the 
big screen in Jurassic Park"? Or how about 
the first time you saw "Toy Story,” the world's 
first fully computer-generated movie (which, 
as I mentioned atthe start, is Sams current fa- 
vorite. Yes, I'm starting the brainwashing ear- 
y so sue me) Thats the kind of feeling we 
should rekindle, the sense that technology 
сап offer endless possibilities. Thats what we 
can learn from our children. 

After Y2K, after the dotcom crash, after 9- 
11, we no longer think in terms of changing 
the world or formulating a philosophy for 
ing with technology. Instead, we have surren- 
dered to the gods of small things: What can 1 
do to block spam? How do I remove this 
virus? What ring tone should I download? 
Could you pass some of your SMS load to me? 
Practical questions, maybe, but ones that only 
deal with the process and not the purpose of 
technology in our lives. 

'On the one hand, this is where our children 
will surpass us, because they have not yet 
been disillusioned by technology and have 
the arrogance f youth that we ourselves once. 
possessed. On the other hand, we must also. 
teach them nor to take tethnblogy too much 
for granted. The danger is that they might not 
appreciate the hard work that went into 
building this digital world. How would they 
be able to appreciate how much easier life is 


| 


nowadays, if they have been weaned on 
broadband and never experienced the frus- 
tration of surfing the Net using a 14.4K mo- 
dem? Will they feel entitled to the best tech- 
nology without having to earn it? In a world 
of instant solutions, from instant messages to 
instant noodles, will they learn to attach 
much value to anything? 

Surviving the Zeroes means realizing that 
we are more than this digital stream of Is and 
Os, yet that these tools are here to liberate us if 
we let them, Look at all the changes that have 
happened in human society, Maybe they 
haven't been as dramatic as the tech-driven 
utopia we once imagined, but who would 
have thought only a few years ago that more 
fathers would want to be the ones to stay 
home and take care of their children? I'm not 
saying this to disrespect our own fathers, who 
made the best of what society was offering 
them at the time. I'm not saying the choice | 
made is right for everyone. I'm just saying we 
should recognize that we do have a choice, 
that we can take a leap of faith and strive fora 
better balance between our work and our life. 


New eyes y 
T don't know what the future holds for my 
daughter, anymore than I could have foreseen 
back in high school that I would one day be 
working from home. But one thing's for sure: 
ТЇ be with her every step of the way. At the 
risk of sounding like a stereotypical parent, 1 
think we have a responsibility to give our kids 
better options than we ourselves enjoyed. The 
advantage of our children is that they don't 
carry around our baggage of fear and frustra- 
tion. I envy them because they will literally 
see the virtual world with the eyes of a child. 
What many of us have lostis the sense of won- 
дег we felt during those heady days when 
most people either had not heard of the Inter- 
net or were too intimidated by it. Remember 
the first time you saw those dinosaurs on the 
big screen in “Jurassic Park"? Or how about 
the first time you saw "Toy Story,” the world's 
first fully computer-generated movie (which, 
as I mentioned at the start, is Sam's current fa- 
vorite. Yes, I'm starting the brainwashing ear- 
ly, so sue me) Thats the kind of feeling we 
should rekindle, the sense that technology 
can offer endless possibilities. That's what we 

can ear from our children. 

1п our quest to empower them with tech- 
nology, we must be careful not to spoil them. 
We must be careful not to let them lose sight 
of the most important element of the virtual 
world, which is human creativity Technology 
isa tool that gives shape to our thoughts, not 
a crutch for minds that have lost the power to 
imagine. Once again, | feel sheepish about 
sounding like our parents who began sen- 
tences with, “In our day..." But it is true that 
instead of playing games such as hide-and- 
seek and tag or creating their own makeshift 
toys, many kids today would rather just playa 
ideogame or watch TV. This again is where 
we should come in, because it's our responsi- 
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New GSA 
chair has 
high hopes 
for RP 3G 


By Alex Villafania 
Contributor 


THE NEW chair of 
the Global Mobile 
Suppliers Association. 
(GSA) expects the 
Philippines to be a 
successful adapter of 
3G mobile network 
technologies in Asia, 
based on the success 


of the countrys 
telecommunications 
industry, 


Alfred Ling, newly 
appointed chair of 
the alliance, forecast 
the growth of rich 
multimedia content 
such as entertain- 
ment, games and lo- 
cation-based services 
in the Philippines 
when local carriers 
start using 3G-based 
technologies. In ad- 
dition, consumers 
will also demand ser- 
vices related to mo- 
bile payment and 
other e-commerce- 
related business ap- 
plications when 3G 
Starts rolling out. 

"The Philippines is 
unique because of 
thesuccess ofthe two 
major telecommuni- 
cations firms in pro- 
viding data services. 
This trend will con- 
tinue though it will 
be closely followed 
by basic voice ser- 
vices,” Ling said. 

Ling cited a recent 
report. by research 
firm EMCWorld Cel- 
lular Data Metrics 
"which showed that 
Smart Communica- 
tions and Globe Tele- 
com were leading in 
the revenue category 
for mobile data. 

He also noted that 
carriers can provide 
36 services in select 
areas in the Philip- 
pines while still offer- 
ing basic mobile 
telecommunications 
torural areas. 
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Gov't reorganization puts RP 
IT initiatives in backburner 


Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr. admit- 
ted that many IT initiatives might be 
shelved to give way to government's 
austerity measures. 


"These measures are designed for 
long-term success and all industries, 
including IT, will benefit from them," 
Magsaysay seid. 


establishment of an IT department. 
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Textus your feedback: inquirer it namelcityimessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


der to tura it into the Cominission on 
Information and Communications 
‘Technology, paving the way for the 


it's not easy being a fly guy or fly gir. 
Parties here, photo shoots there. Being on 
the go round-the-clock means you need to 
find ways to keep your life in order—be it 
with family, friends or business. That's why 
SMART has just added a new twist to its 
already popular i-CHAT service. 

SMART i-CHAT is the hottest thing in 
town. It's the world's first mobile phone to 
PC instant messaging service. And now, 
through Addict Mobile, SMART has served 
up another winner by making photo 
messaging via MMS possible! What i-CHAT 
does is it takes the popular PC to PC instant. 
messaging service a step further by allowing 
you to stay in touch with your on-line 
friends through your SMART celfone. This 
means that even while you're on move, you 
сап still send and receive instant messages 
to your friends via their PC's Chikka instant 
messaging program—all for just P2.50 per 
SMS! 

‘And that’s not all. With the new MMS 
photo messaging service, you can even 
attach photos to your text exchange, giving 
ita feast your eyes on this’ kind of twist! Like 
all SMART innovations, this one’s so easy to 
use too. To send an MMS front PC to 
phone, simply click on the ‘SEND A 


PICTURE’ button, select who you want to 
to, click on ‘BROWSE’ to select the 
image, then just enter a name for the 
image along with a message ("Boracay 
Wish you were here?) and click 
'SEND'—it's that simple! Sending an MMS 
from the phone is just as easy. Simply 
create an MMS and send to 277 followed 
by the recipient's Chikka ID, for just P5.00 
per MMS! To find out more about this 
brilliant service, log оп to 
hutp://wiew.smart.com.ph/ichat There, you 
will find simple instructions on how to 
register and download both the SMART і- 
CHAT MMS and i-CHAT classic programs, 
enabling you to start experiencing 
mobile phone to PC instant messaging! 

So next time you're partying out, away 
for a shoot, or just chillin’ in the beach, 
always remember that keeping in touch 
yith your buds is plain sailing with SMART i- 
CHAT. Seeing is believing, so don’t just say it 
with words—say it with MMS photos too. 
Give SMART i-CHAT a go today... you gotta 
see it to believe 
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Blackberry 7230: E- 


By Erwin Lemuel G. Oliva 
Contributor 


Editor's note: This entire article was sent 
from the field by our reporter using a Black- 
berry. 


ТАМ sitting infront of my house watching my 
daughter Natasha learn to ride a bike, while 1 
write this article. No, I'm not using a laptop as 
уой might have suspected. I'm using a palm- 
sized (not to be confused with the Palm 
brand) device called a Blackberry. 

‘The Blackberry was developed by Research 
in Motion (RIM) as a device for sending and 
receiving e-mail wirelessly. Newer models can 
also make phone calls, send text messages, 
and browse the Internet—all in a lightweight 
and slim design. 

But any gadget is only as good as the soft- 
ware or applications that come with it. So I 
will take you through some of the major fea- 
tures of che Blackberry based on what I be- 
lieve field telecommuters (such as journalists 
like myself) find useful. 

First, let's focus on the e-mail features of 
the Blackberry (the 7230 model for this re- 
view). This is the key feature of the Blackber- 
ту and it does a good job of letting you send 
and receive e-mail while on the go. 

But there are still some limitations. Office 
users who want access to their office e-mail 
directly need to be using either Microsoft Ех. 
change or IBM Lotus Domino as an e-mail 
platform. 

1f your office doesn’t use these e-mail sys- 
tems, you can still send of receive e-mail but 
yyou'l have to create an e-mail account with 
your mobile network provider (Smart Com- 
‘munications in this сазе). 

However, Smart lets you access up to 10 
regular POP e-mail accounts on your Black- 
berry by specifying them when you sign up for 
your e-mail account. 

For this review, 1 used Smart's e-mail sys- 
tem to test the e-mail feature. 

To create an e-mail account, 1 visited 
Smart's Blackberry website to activate the e- 
mail service. It is fairly easy to set it up. Once 
you're on the website, you are asked to supply 
а PIN (personal identification number) and 
your units unique Intemational Mobile 
Equipment identifier (IMEI) code. 

"You can find the IMEI and a default PIN un- 
der the Options menu and under a sub-menu 
labeled Status. 

Tt took me around five minutes to activate. 
the e-mail account. After a few seconds, 1 re- 
ceived a welcome message from Smart saying 
that my e-mail account was ready for use. 


By Alexander Villafania “President Gloria -Macapagal-Ar- Two weeks ago, Ms Arroyo called for 
Contributor’ royo has already stated that her ad- austerity measures revolving around 
ministration has to focus on resolving the Bayanihan Fund which is seen to 
DESPITE best efforts by the IT indus- the fiscal crisis, and IT is not a major address the burgeoning fiscal crisis. 
пу to tur the country into an e-ser- priority for her yet,” Magsaysay aid. Ms Arroyo has championed IT pro- 
vices hub, the Arroyo administration However, he explained that the IT jects since 2001. She became co-chair 
will not be prioritizing IT initiatives industry will eventually benefit from ofthe Information Technology and E- 
for awhile. the governments austerity measures. Commerce Council and signed an or- 


By Erwin Oliva 
Contributor 


DAVAO CITY—Mindanao business and infor- 
mation communications technology groups 
are pushing to make this region one of the e- 
services hubs in the country. 

‘According to an action agenda put together 
by these groups, Mindanao hopes to serve as 
ап offshore outsourcing destination alterna- 
tive to Cebu and Metro Manila. 

"This will contribute to government’ efforts 
to decongest Metro Manila by bringing busi- 
messes and government agencies го key 
provinces. 

"The Mindanao ICT Task Force in particular 
is suggesting more aggressive marketing ini- 
tiatives to attract outsourcing contracts, the 
action agenda indicated. 
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bility го know what our children are doing. 
We can't shirk our duties by putting the blame 
on technology. [tis up to us to remind them of 
the value of the real world—whether it is by 
taking walks in the park, giving them a pet or 
building a sand castle on the beach. In the 
process, we will also relearn the value of our 
‘own creativity, the human element that our 
digital tools are only supposed ro enhance. Af- 
ter all, “Toy Story" was a great movie not only 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20,2004 


Esmallpr_info_tech@Inqulrercom.ph 


Editor Leo Magno 


mail in п ту pocket 


paw 


I then started adding e-mail addresses into 
Blackberrys integrated phone and address 
book in order to start sending, err, spam to 
friends. 

This part was a bit tedious since T had to fa- 
miliarize myself with the built-in QWERTY 
keyboard. For quite some time, my right 
thumb had been doing the typing. Now I had 
totrain my left thumb. 

Once my contacts were in, Istarted sending 
test messages. In a few minutes, 1 got replies. 

By the way, the Blackberry uses the General 
Packet Radio Service or GPRS network to 
send your e-mail—which means you might 
find it hard to send or receive e-mail іп areas 
where Smart's GPRS signal is weak. 

The Blackberry can also open e-mail at- 
tachments in Microsoft Word, Powerpoint, as 
well as other formats, but it lacks a memory 
card expansion siot so you could run out of 
space for a lot of attachments. 

Aside from e-mail, the Blackberry has other 
features like a calendar and a WAP browser 
for accessing stripped-down versions of web- 
sites. 

However, it lacks a stylus, something I've 
gotten used to having in handhelds. It has no 
Bluetooth support either. 

The unit also needs an automatic back- 
lighting system to make it easier to type in. 
low-light conditions, though the flipside of 
that is that the unit has great battery life 
didn't need to charge the unit for almost a 
week (I also got a tip from Pearl Santos of 
Smart that if you always keep the Blackberry 
in its holster, the battery life becomes longer. 

Overall, the Blackberry 7230 can replace 
your phone and PDA if e-mail is the key appli- 
cation for you. Corporate users who don't use 
Exchange and Domino may have to go 
through the additional hassle of adding yet 
another e-mail address to their calling cards, 
but for some that’s a small price to pay for on- 
the-go e-mail access, 


Mindanao eyed as e-services hub 


The marketing initiatives will be done in 
partnership with the Commission on Informa- 
tion and Communications Technology (СТ) 
and the Department of Trade and Industry, 
the action agenda noted. 

The action agenda is also pushing for the 
creation of so-called e-community centers in 
select barangays in Mindanao. 

‘An initiative of the СІСТ, the e-community 
centers will offer Internet access and public 
calling centers using voice over Internet Pro- 
tocol (VoIP) 

The action agenda puts particular empha- 
sis on interconnecting Mindanao businesses 
with outsourcing jobs coming from Brunei 
Darussalam, Indonesia and Malaysia. 

їп a keynote speech at the Mindanao Busi- 
ness Conference, Sen. Manuel Roxas encour- 
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Surviving the Zeroes 


because it was a dazzling display of state-of- 
the-art computer animation, but, more im- 
portant, because it told а great story and con: 
tained believable characters. Think about 
why “Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within" was a 
technical success yer was ignored by the pub- 
lic, and you will know what] mean. 

‘The journey is only beginning. Together. 
we will discover móre truths about the world 
that our children are creating. In the end, we. 
might not be the ones to enter the Promised 
Land, but we can lead the way. 
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ANATOMY OF NFA LOSSES 
A government firm designed to lose money 


By Dennis M. Arroyo 
Contributor 


КОКК ite Need more funds to grow 
corporations (GOCCs), The three that are los- 


dede your family business? 


ТА), and National Food Authority (NFA) 


The NFA is in the news again. This piece 


will revisit the anatomy of its losses. 
Created to sell at a loss 


‘A reasonable businessman would buy at 
low cost then sell at high prices to make a 
profit right? But the National Food Authority 
has it the other way around: buy high then. 


sell low, for an annual loss. 


"We buy palay from the farmers at a higher, 
subsidized price and at the same time sell 
(tilled rice) at а lower cost to consumers,” 


said NFA Administrator Gregorio Tan Jr. 


‘That is, NFA provides a floor price for rice 
farmers. The NFA buys palay (unhusked rice) 
from farmers and traders at above-market 
rates. Then it sells milled rice to the public at 


below market rates. 


Buying rice from the farmers at a high 
price, and selling to consumers at a low price, 
has resulted in massive losses. The national 
government has been subsidizing the NFA ev- 
‘ery year, draining funds that could have been. 


putto better use. 
Massive bleeding 


‘The agency owes P25 billion, and in 2003, 
it lost P7.6 billion. Actually, the NFA was пос 
designed to make money for the government. 
Teonly has to recover 65 percent of its expens- 


es from buying palay. 


‘This twist has led to huge subsidies for the 
NFA. For example, the national budget allot- 
ted around a billion pesos to the NFA іп 2000. 

‘Tariff revenue for the government is also 
lost, When the NFA imports rice, the tariff for 


rice is waived. 


From 1995 to 2000, these foregone tariff 
revenues averaged P4 billion per year, accord: 
ing to economist Bruce Tolentino. That was 
about 60 percent of the 1999 Department of 


Agriculture budget for rice and corn. 


Funding a bleeding agency drains the na- 


tional budget. 


has been importing rice. 


a netimporter of rice for the past 135 years. 


‘With fewexceptions, he Philippines has been < з M E I О $ 
Rice here is more expensive ат 1 


While the average Vietnamese eats 165 ki- 


poling eager a Filipino. oot onl. Mae your business prosper with sound and steady У Flexible Loan Terms. Benefit from terms that 
ilos. High rice prices squeeze workers, 
сине kaito. pa aerenga eet financing from a dependable source. ВРІ Family adjust to your business requirements. You get to 
tom poor. Savings Bank SME Loans finance businesses for manage your financial schedule better. 

Filipinos buy less rice because itis cost- growth—whether it's for the purchase, construction or 
Sis pun Pun Leste renovation of a commercial property, business expansion М Convenient Way to Pay. Pay your amortizations 
ids Кс cumple чийне пратен or working capital. through an Auto Debit Arrangement (ADA) with your 
P16.53 per kilo in 2001. Compare that with BPI Family Savings Bank account. No post dated checks 


the equivalent prices in Viemam (P6.36) and 


Thailand (7.54). 


Rice here is so costly that the poor don't 
buy enough of the cheapest variety. The NFA 


deploys some rolling stores to urban poor v Fast Credit Processing. You can be assured that Family Savings Bank customize your loan according to 
яши и! ЫШ icy м PIE ры ни, (our credit gets approved in less time (our requirements with the help of our Account 

‘And yet even in these areas, NFA stocks are У зари your requirements with the help of our Ассо 

not sold out. This implies that the poor find Officers specializing in SMEs, 


егі 


in half-kilo bags. 
Crack the monopoly 


‘There is a great need to break monopoly 


control oyer these rice imports. 


Anyone who has taken Economics 11 
knows that monopolies limit supply and raise. 


mw | SME Business Is FAMILY Business. | | 


Wielding NFA monopoly power, the gov- 
ernment sets limits to the rice imports. Not 
priced Thai rice. 
"The barrier prevents rice prices in the Philip 


rice market. 


just anyone can bring in hal 


pines from falling to global levels. 


Worse, the program has hardly touched the 
millions of Filipino rice farmers. Each year, 
over the past decade, the NFA has procured 
only around 3 percent of total rice produc- 
tion, Each year only 67,000 rice farmers—out 
of 3million—have directly benefited from the. 


support price. 


Another path to food security 


Suppose the NFA did not embark on its 
rice purchases, what would happen then to 
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JUST what is linkage banking about? 
What is there for the players—and more 
so the ultimate  beneficiaries—that 
should make linkage matter? How do we 
bring about sound linking of the country- 
side intermediaries to the formal and 
broader banking system ofthe country? 


Gov't can't do it alone 

With the aftermath of the Asian finan- 
cial crisis, the initiatives of WTO, and the. 
demands of micro-finance, we now know 
better that government alone cannot over- 
come the challenges faced by the country, 
more so our marginalized brothers who 
constitute the greater number It needs the 
active participation of each and every Fil- 
ipino, as well as the networking amongst. 
institutions and private groups that have a 
stake in е country’s welfare. To this link- 
age comes to mind. The strategy of linkage. 
with local financial institutions and self 
help groups, translates more or less in a 
thee-pronged process: 

1. Improving the access of rural people. 
to credit from commercial sources through 
local intermediaries; 

2, Integrating local financial institutions 
into the national financial market; and 

3, Enabling banks to reach out to small 
holders and micro entrepreneurs as а new 
market segment. 

То put things in perspective, lets first 
takea glimpse of our rural financial set-up. 


Rural finance sector 

Like other rural financial systems, the. 
Philippines is essentially composed of two 
traditional sectors, namely the formal and 
the informal, The formal is composed of 
the following: 

‘© Countryside banking institutions 
(e, rural banks, thrift banks, commercial 
banks with rural presence); 

* Non-bank institutions (i.e, credit co- 
operatives, credit granting NGOs, pawn- 
shops, finance companies, pension funds 
and lending investors) 

'e Governmentsponsored non-bank fi- 
nancial entities which provide guarantee 
and insurance services to agriculture (eg, 
Quedan and Rural Credit Guarantee Corp. 
and Philippine Crop Insurance Corp.) 

‘The informal group involves those with- 
out financing licenses but extend credit (in 
rural areas specially) either directly or in- 
directly such as traders, input dealers, 
friends, neighbors, relatives and money 
lenders. 

Past surveys indicate thatthe formal sec- 
toronly shares about 40 percent oftotal ru 
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Can linkage banking bolster rural finance? 


xal household credit and the balance of 60 
percentis undertaken by the informal cred- 
itors. The greater challenge to the formal 
sector now is to tilt the balance and eventu- 
ally seize the initiative to expand its social 
participation in pushing for equitable de- 
velopment especially in the rural economy. 

Formal lending to agricultural produc- 
tion has been increasing over the years in 
absolute amounts (ie, P31.2 billion in 
1989 to P81.01 billion in 1998 to P149.86 
billion in 2002). In contrast, percentage 
performance in terms of share to total 
Joans granted by the banking sector show 
a decline from 6.6 percent share in 1989 to 
2.18 percent in the same period. 

‘This decline is attributed essentially to 
the low absorptive capacity of rural enter- 
prises when compared to the industry and 
the service sector. Time and again, the lat- 
ter tends to capture greater share of the to- 
tal loans granted by the formal banking 
sector, whether this be in terms of absolute 
amounts or in terms of share to total loans 
granted, 

"This picture shows the importance of 
capacity building and institutional 
strengthening of rural enterprises over 
credit, However, these are activities which 
do not generally interes private commer- 
cial banks for they entail cost with no as- 
surance of worthwhile returns on invest- 
ment. Unfortunately, the resources of 
NGOs intended for this type of strategic in- 
tervention is stil inadequate, 


Capacity building urgency 

Tn one symposium on Philippine rural fi- 
nance, the Agricultural Credit and Policy 
Council (ACPC) suggested that the rural 
sector needs to build up rural enterprise ca- 
pacity: specifically, to organize, plan out and 
manage bigger projects that will transform. 
them into processors and not merely as sup- 
pliers of raw materials. It will also help if 
they can be introduced to higher value crops 
than maintaining aditional crops. Another 
is if they can be introduced to higher tech- 
nology that will give them higher yields. 

Interestingly; the ACPC report claims 
“that there is empirical evidence that 
changes (increases or decreases) in the 
volume of credit is significantly deter- 
mined by changes in output or productivi- 
ty. Declines or increases in productivity 
(measured by gross domestic products or 
GDP) precede the declines or increases in 
bank loans. Clearly therefore, the decline 
in number of farmer-borrowers and in 
amount of agricultural loans are the ef- 
fects rather than the cause of slow growth 


Antonio Т. 
Hernandez ih ей _ 
in agricultural productivity.” 


Deposit-taking 

In the field of deposittaking, thrift 
banks and rural banks trail behind the 
commercial banks in sourcing deposits. 
While the latter's gross loans to total de- 
posits ratio in 2002 showed a relationship. 
of 08:1, the thrift and rural banks 
showed a higher ratio of 0.88:1 and 0.90:1 
respectively. 

Obviously thrift and rural banks have to 
bbe more active and more competitive in 
mobilizing savings in their respective ar- 
‘as. They need to be given access to other 
investment alternatives that will allow 
them reasonable risk and generate а de- 
cent positive spread on deposit interest ex- 
pense paid to depositors which should also 
be at levels that protect the real worth of 
the depositors’ savings. Indeed, rural insti- 
tutional competitiveness counts asa priori- 
ty intermediation concern. 


Complementation synergy 

Given the apparent long-term develop- 
‘ment and short-term profit conflict in deat- 
ing with rural finance, the rationale for 
complementation as a means to effectively 
reach out to the countryside hovers largely 
in the horizon. Complementation is 
achieved in the sense that efforts toward 
quality and sustainable outreach will have 
to draw from the inherent value adding. 
and mutually reinforcing characteristics of 
players. Characteristics that, sometimes, if 
motoften, are intrinsicand peculiar to each 
partner. This leads one to think of a need 
fora unifying entity, better still a Synergiz- 
ing Bank for countryside linkage with the 
vision and the resource, the programs and 
the drive, the integrity and the resolve. 

Tn general, the Synergizing Bank will be 
а harmonizing factor in rural finance, ded- 
icated toward the building of stronger and 
more reliable countryside financial part- 
ners (rural banks and credit societies) who 
subscribe to the same development philos- 
ophy The envisaged Symergizing Bank 
shall offer its rural financial parmers а 
bundle of products and services that will 
enable them to function sustainably and to 
effectively reach out to the rural poor: 


Systematic standard 

Through a systematized financial link- 
age among а large number of independent 
rural financial partner-retailers, the variety 
of products made available would com- 
plete a fill range of banking service net- 
work. This network will have the needed 
familiarity and flexibility at the rural level 
on the one hand and, the capability to offer 
and handle full commercial banking ser- 
vices on the other, which could render tra- 
ditional branch banking practically obso- 
lete. Stretching this further, we сап even 
optimistically run it across country borders. 

‘Achieving economy of scale through co- 
ordinated common services is a major 
strategy for the expansion of rural finan- 
cial services and institutions, Common ser- 
vices may include interest articulation, 
policy dialogue, training, consultancy self- 
regulation, liquidity exchange, research, 
information dissemination and donor con- 
nectivities for creating autonomous apex 
funds for equity participation in тісо-й- 
nance institutions. 


Benefits to rural partners 

In simple terms, the Synergizing Bank 
provides its rural financial partners with 
opportunities for mobilizing savings, man- 
aging liquidity, financial and payment sys- 
tem services that will enable them to com- 
pete and prosper in an open market. 

"The rural financial partnersretallers 
may expect from the Synergizing Bank the 
following 

* In their deposit taking activity: a va 
ety of investments for their surplus funds 
(excess local deposits not loaned) includ- 
ing variable-rate and fixed rate certificates, 
with varying maturities, as well as 
‘overnight accounts. 

* Inmedium/long term lending activi- 
ty: an arranger (loan syndication) for б- 
nancial partners to band themselves and 
create an even larger lending network 
from different rural areas. This should al- 
ow rural partners to diversify their loan. 
portfolio into different geographical areas 
thereby improving portfolio. mix and 
spreading credit risk. 

* In liquidity management credit lines 
that can serveas cash reserves when the el- 
igible partners own cash requirement be- 
comes tight due to seasonal cash flows, in- 
creased lending activity, or member-with- 
drawals fond transfers facility and inter- 
bank market access. 

* In fee-based income improvement: 
an array of correspondent/payment ser- 
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vices to improve asset conversion cycles, 
improve response time, expand outreach 
and raise rural income. Conversely, the 
Synergizing Bank can adopt, as а policy on 
correspondent service changes, а goal of 
gradually lowering the correspondent fees 
as usage grows and per item costs drop 
correspondingly. 

ө In capacity building and institutional 
strengthening: support for the continuous 
training requirements of existing and soon 
to be established rural financial and credit 
partners, 

* Improve the linkage of rural finance 
to the broader system by serving as the 
credit and information center for micro- 
credit borrowers, 


Microcredit borrowers 

"The "center" will be the central deposi- 
tory of credit and other related informa- 
tion pertaining to micro credit borrowers. 
‘This can be accommodated by optimizing 
if not expanding the Central Liability Cen- 
ter of the Synergizing Bank. The center 
may also be expected to serve as an effec- 
tive tool for lending outfits to collect ог, at 
least, in keeping their accounts on current 
(restructured) status. By enlisting the 
names of the past due borrowers into the 
center's list of delinquent accounts, said 
borrower can effectively be contzolled and 
disciplined thru declining access to credit 
until delinquent account is cleared of ad- 
verse credit information. 

‘This center” may even be spun off later. 
оп to a subsidiary or autonomous entity 
‘with the intention of fully privatizing it, 
once business volume can justify it. Other 
‘options may spring as windows of oppor 
tunity unfold. 


Role in depressed areas 
А most challenging role for the Syner- 
siaing Bank to play is to provide financial 
Services to the most depressed areas where 
private sector will not dare go nor will 
Branch banking survive. This may be ad- 
dressed thru a variant micro-credit lending 
concept, 
in this customized concept, retired indi 
viduals for instance, who possess manage- 
rial skills (srategic planning, budgeting, 
market research and development, KRA 
sening, performance management and 
evaluation) hard assets, pensions, estab- 
lished families retiring in any ofthe fist 20 
poorest but promising provinces, are en- 
couraged to become “micro-credit lending 
partners.” This lending conduit is seen to 
CANUINKAGEIBIT 
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P50,000 for a license plate, 


By Clarissa 5. Batino 


GOING once. Going twice. Sold 
tothe man in checkered shirt 

Priceless artworks are often 
disposed through public auctions 
where a cough, a discreet hand 
movement or even а raised brow 
could consummate а sale. 

In the country’s first and likely 
only auction for vanity plates set 
оп Sept. 29, the Land Trans 
portation Office is tapping inter- 
national auctioneer Henry 
Butcher to conduct the sale of 35 
ofthe most sought-after car plate 
combinations including 88888, 
66666 and 99999—the lucky 
numbers that many Filipino-Chi- 
nese are willing to pay good 
money for. 

LTO chief Anneli Lontoc says 
the agency would also send out 
invites to the country’s affluent 
car owners and entice them to bid 
for the one-of-a-kind, five-digit or 
five letter plates. 

"The higher the bids, the more 
revenue for the government, she 
ads. 

Bidding for each of the vanity 
plates would start at P50,000 
each, says Lontoc. There is, of 
course, no ceiling and bidders 
are welcome to cough up as 
much as they can just so they 
could rev up in their own vanity 
plates. 

In Shanghai, China, one plate 
fetched about $4,000 during an 
auction early this year. 

‘Vanity plates are those bearing 
letters and numbers that are sig- 
nificant to the vehicle owner. It 
usually bears the car owner 
tial and for Filipino-Chinese, the 
numbers 6, 8 and 9 are very at- 
tractive, 

"There is ho ceiling. We want 
to getasmuch as we can from this 
exercise because this is the first 
and maybe also the last unless we 
think of another combination 


Insurance 


By Reynaldo A. de Dios 
Contributor 


ON THE basis of preliminary data 
obtained from the Insurance 
Commission, the Philippine in- 
surance industry achieved cred- 
itable resultsin the year 2003. 
Overall, the industry generat- 
ed premiums in the amount of 
P69.527 billion which was an in- 
crease of 14.96 percent over that 
‘ofthe P60.825 billion in 2002. 
The non-life sector produced 
gross premiums totaling approxi 
mately P29.72 billion, an impres- 
sive growth of 21.16 percent 
compared to the P2453 billion 
registered the previous year. On 


Ricciardone addresses Asia Society members 


US AMBASSADOR to Manila 
Francis J. Ricciardone recently 
shared his experiences in Wash- 
ington and Iraq over the last five 
and a half months while working 
on returning sovereignty to the 
Iraq people. 

The discussion, delivered dur- 
ing a luncheon forum of the Asia 
Society Philippine Foundation 
пс, at the Tower Club, was Ric- 
ciardone’s first discussion of 
Iraq's transition to democracy 
since he returned from Baghdad 
оп a special assignment to set up 
the new US Embassy in Iraq, 

Ricciardone is an honorary 
trustee of the Foundation. 

‘The luncheon was attended by 
Asia Sociery's Trustees—Ricardo 
Romulo, Luis Virata, Jaime Au- 
gusto Zobel de Ayala. 

Asia Society is a non-profit, 
‘non-government organization 
“dedicated to fostering under- 
‘sanding about the countries and 
cultures of the Asia-Pacific Re- 
gion, Each month the Society pre- 
sents lectures, programs and 
events on issues of international 
political affairs, trade and policy 
Concerns as well as educational 
and cultural events. 
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THE GOVERNMENT hopes to raise some P3.5 billion by auctioning off 


vanity plates in the next five years. Chinese- 


inos are willing to pay 


big money for car plate combinations including 88888, 66666 and 
99999 — supposed to be lucky numbers. 


that would be attractive to саг 
owners, says Lontoc. 

Originally, che LTO was plan- 
ning to auction 105 premium 
plates but in the end narrowed 
down the list to 35. 

"The rest of the 70 could also 
be auctioned but maybe we 
would just do it online. We were 

ing to do a public auction 
for 105 plates but we were ad- 
vised that it would take so much 
time so we decided to just limit it 
1035; the LTO chief notes. 

Lontoc assures the LTO won't 
be spending much to pay the 
ioneer aware that criticism 
against hiring an intemotional 
group to conduct the sale could 
be forthcoming. 

"We are doing this to raise 
funds. You would be surprised on 
how reasonable we are paying 
the auctioneer. Maybe, ГІ dis- 


industry performance update 


the other hand, the life sector 
produced total premium income 
(new business plus renewal pre 
mium) of P40. 21 billion, an im- 
provement of 10.78 percent over 
the 2002 production of P36.295 
billion. 

Ош of the 100 non-life insur- 
ers, the top ten companies gar- 
nered P16.52 billion or 55.58 
percent of the total gross premi- 
ums written. Of these ten non-life 
insurers, seven are Filipino com- 
panies, two are jointventures 
and one is a foreign subsidiary 
While the year 2003 can be con- 
sidered as а relatwely good year 
in terms of premium, the projec- 
tions for the current year are not 


close the amount after the auc- 
tion,” she notes. 

Over a five-year period, the 
government expects to raise P3.5 
Billion from the sale of vanity 
plates. 

The LTO had stopped issuing 
vanity plates in September 2003 
after it found out that this had 
been a source of corruption 
within the agency. LTO officials 
said that revenues from the 
suance of vanity plates in the 
past had not filled the govern- 
menescoffers. 

"The LTO had classified the van- 
ity plates into three types, de- 
pending on their attractiveness. 

‘The limited edition, which are 
to be auctioned costs at least 
250,000 each while the premium 
and select editions are P15,000 
and P10,000 each. 

"The LTO says owners of cars, 


expected to fare as well due to the 
softening or reduction of proper- 
ty insurance rates asa result ofin- 
tense competition domestically 
as well as in the global reinsur- 
ance markets. 

In the case of life insurance, 
the top ten companies out of 36 
licensed insurers were responsi- 
ble for premium income of 
35.821 billion or 89.01 percent 
of the total insurance market. 
The balance of 10.9 percent or 
only P4.386 billion was shared by 
the 26 other insurers. Of the top 
теп companies, five are foreign 
owned, four are domestic and 
опе joint-venture. The five for- 
eign insurers accounted for 
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sports utility vehicles; vintage 

d collectors’ item vehicles, 
Asian utility vehicle and sports 
pick up are eligible to apply for 
vanity plates. 

But public utility vehicles, car- 
go trucks, service vehicles such as 
those being used in hotels, car 
rentals, ambulance, funeral 
hearse and tourist vehicles, gov- 
erment vehicles and diplomatic 
cars were not qualified to apply 
for the special plates. 

Owners of limited edition 
plates have the right to choose 
and “lock: out” certain license 
plate combinations. This means 
that no other vehicle owner сап 
choose the same combination 
again.* 

Premium plates could bear the 
motorists chosen three-letter and 
three-number alphanumeric 
combination 

For instance, a car owner can 
орг to have his license plate with 
the combination CSB 888 instead 
of setting for the regular plate 
that the LTO issues. 

Select edition plates could 
bear the motorist’s name, some 
common words that are no 
shorter than four characters and 
no longer than six characters, ог 
any other alphanumeric combi- 
nation that can be found in the 
LTO's catalog of pre-determined 
combinations. 

Thevanity plates have no expi- 
ration date unless cancelled by 
LTO. This should be used with 
regular license plates and should 
be placed at the rear portion of 
the vehicle, super-imposed or on 
top of the regular plate. 

The issuance of the IRR fol- 
lowed а Presidential Memoran- 
dum 65 released last year, which 
authorized the Transportation 
Department through the LTO to 
issue personalized license plates 
in a bid to boost government in- 


922,527 billion or 56.02 percent 
of the entire production for the 
year 

Likewise, in the light of the 
present economic environment, 
the forecast for the year 2004 is 
mot encouraging. If we factor in 
the foreign exchange volatility, 
the life sector will face a difficult 
year. Although, this has been an 
often discussed subject, the impo- 
sition of excessive taxation on the 
policyholders of both the life and 
non-life sectors is certainly a de 
terrent to the growth and dev 
‘opment of the insurance industry 
asa whole. 

(The author is a risk and insur- 
ance management consultant) 


JAIME Augusto Zobel de Ayala shares his views with Ambassador Francis Ricciardone. 
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ASIA Society executive director Ray Dempsey, Argentina's Ambassador Mario Schuff, Ricciardone, 
Russian Ambassador Anatoly Nebogatovl and Brazilian Ambassador Claudio Lyra. 
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food security? Let's say there was 
а shortage in the harvests of Lu- 
zon. Food security is guaranteed 
‘when anyone can import rice 
from any country in the world. 
The policy of allowing more 
farmers to import rice isa step in 


the right direction. 

The NEA would then stop 
bleeding precious funds from the 
national government. Use the 
money earned and saved to in- 
vest in irrigation. That will hike 
the farmers yields in the future. 

Comments to — dennisar- 
royo@yahioo.com 


not bald. 


Male Pattern Hair Loss (MPHL) is a medical condition. 


that can be treated. MPHL 


ї the most common form of 


pattern baldness, affecting about 5% of men by age 20 and 
about 50% by age 401. Current studies suggest the prevalence 
‘of MPHL approaches 87% !. MPHL is believed to be сайзе by 
the activity of DHT (Gihydrotestosterone) їп the scalp 
Research indicates that by reducing the amount of DHT, further 
hair Joss can be prevented, and In some men hair can be 
regrown!. Today, there is more than one way to treat MPHL. 
Your doctor is the best source of information about 
MPHL treatment. Don't accept the norm if you can do 
something about it. Be bold, not bald. 


you can reverse male pattern hair loss 


For medical concerns, talk to your doctor. 
For more information on the ProHAIR Program, 
сай hotline number 878-6338 or send inquiries to 

fax no. 813-1172 or email to inquire@proh: 


POH ia Неге bloradon Propan of © 
in cooperation with the 
nipping Decracalopieal Society 
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By Dante M. Velasco 
Contributor 


WHEN а celebrated author 
speaks before a crowd, he faces 
the challenge to live up to his or 
het reputation marked by wit, in- 
sight and brilliance. When he 
falls to work the room—or hall" 
people will then shake their 
heads and say: "He is better read 
than heard." 

That had happened to some 
management gurus who, when 
they were heard on audio-tape or 
seen’ and héard on television 
monitors, turned out to be poor 
speakers. They wouldn't only lul 
you to sleep but, worse, would 
make you regret paying a hand- 
some fee to see and hear the au- 
thor “in the flesh.” 

An encounter with John С. 
Maxwell ап exception. The au- 
thor of several books—notably 
"The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Lead 
ership" and “The 17 Irefutable 
laws of Teamwork’—Maxwell 
showed that heisa better speaker 
thana writer. 

That comment could be unfair, 
since probably, he was first a mas- 
ter of the printed word before he 
became a virtuoso of modern-day 
oratory on stage 

‘You could also say that he was 
first ап expert at the spoken 
‘word, because he delivered mes- 
sages from the pulpit as minister 
of the Gospel. And yet, itis very 
likely that he wrote his pulpit 
pieces well ahead of time—and 
that makes him a writer first, 
speaker second. 

‘Well, the issue may not be re- 
solved at all. But it is enough to 
say that, after listening to and 
interacting with Maxwell at the 
Araneta Coliseum as he deli 
ered his inaugural lecture be- 
fore ап estimated 25000 
"Maxwell — Enthusiasts"—we. 
cannot be sure anymore where 
the insightful writer ends and 
when the spell-binding speaker 
begins. 

Tarrived at che coliseum when 
aspeaker who sounded like Fran- 
cis Kong was dishing out his usual 
pep talk, with a difference: He 
"was animated. 1 then realized 
that, even when I was late 
(thanks to Bayani Fernando's 
traffic on Edsa), we were all be- 
ing treated to "front acr speak- 
ers." 

Anthony Pangilinan, obviously 
overwhelmed by the crowd, was 
profuse with superlatives, his 
voice raised one octave 
Ardy Roberto was there, but wife 
‘Ting-Ting gave a backgrounder 
and was euphoric with an excit- 
ed, high-pitched voice. Someone 
gave an overused and unflater- 
ing joke that, while Ardy is “the 
head,” Ting-Ting is "the neck that 
turns the head. 

1с must be said, though, that 
опе who appropriately conferred 
grace and dignity to the moment 
was INquan president Alexandra 
“Sandy” Prieto-Romualdez. 

She began with а shocker: 
“John Maxwell does not practice 
what he preaches!” There was an 
uneasy pause and silence in the 
coliseum of 25.000 people. And 
then the word play that compris- 
es wit captured the essence of the 
man: ‘Sohn Maxwell preaches 


erous 


could 


Caring for the au 

Before he began his lecture, he 
made sure he could be heard by 
the Jast individual at the farthest 
and topmost corner of the cav- 


hear me?” he asked—to which 
the crowd shouted “Louder!” 
‘And then Maxwell noted that 
some front seats—reserved for 
the rich and famous, those who 


prices—are empty. 
He looked at the organizers 
with the question: 
down here?" The question sound- 
ей like it was said in the "impera 
tive mood," and thus began th 
exodus of those who paid cheap 
to finally occupy the pricey ring- 
side seats. And Maxwell waited 
perhaps 15 10 20 minutes to get 
the crowd settle. 
"These are not unnecessary de- 
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John Maxwell: Inspiring readers, moving crowds 


SPEAKING before a crowd of 25,000. 


whathe practices.” _. 

The Incun chief illuminated 
in two sentences the key to un- 
derstanding 
Maxwell: His character emerges 
im his lectures. 
talk,” as they say, and one could 
sense the passion of the author. 
speaker to equip all leaders to 
lead teams powerfully. 

А book reviewed at Ingumex's 
Executive Read, "Working the 
Room,” gives the advice that, to 
succeed ín a presentatio 
have to reach your audience with 
both head and heart." 

In Maxwells presentation at 
the Araneta Coliseum, we heard 
his heartbeat. Earlier, as we con- 
sidered his “laws,” we had read 
his mind. 

Could one rivet the áttention of 
25,000 people for a one-hour in- 
teractive lecture? Maxwell did. 
Could one achieve almost a hun- 
dred percent absorption of what. 
is being said? Maxwell did, with 
the help of a workbook. Could 
оле deliver a Western joke or tell 
а story and elicit spontaneous 
laughter from an Asian audience? 
Maxwell did, which says much 
about Filipinos’ westernization, 
but which says such much more 
about the well-timed wit and 
powerful story telling skills of the 
author-speaker. 


the success of 


“Не walks the 


pim 


HE waited 20 minutes so the crowd could move to the vacant front 


seats. 


cerned, the i 
his ticker ct 


dience. 


Galilee—just 


псе 


Coliseum. “Could you 


tance to ге 


afford ` “Patron's” 


undershirt 


"Can't they go 


glee. 


tails. As far as Maxwell is con- 
dividual who got 
heap is as important as 
those to whom thousands of pe- 
sos are loose change. Here lies 
the charisma and credibili 
the man. He truly cares for his au- 


We are reminded of Maxwell's 
Master—and ours—whose heart 
beats for the crowds who fol- 
lowed bim from dusty roads to 
rugged mountains, from gurgling 
streams to the stormy Sea of 


thirst for truth in His words. 

Seated at my left was a lady 
who was studiously filling up her 
Workbook for the High Impact 
Teams Seminar 1 figured this 
must be a ranking lady executive, 
judging from her regulation dark 
blue blazer and skirt. 

When Maxwell needed assis- 
move the accessories 
of the lapel microphone at- 
tached to his belt, revealing his 

and 
showing it to the audience, this 
lady let out a hearty laugh. The 
crowd, too, roared with lusty 


When Maxwell asked everyone 
to tell а seatmate “I feel good 
about doing good,” the lady 
tumed to me and uttered the 
words with a radiant smi 
she really meant it! Like the lady 
beside me, everyone was enjoy 


ing the interaction. 


the man at my ri 
sar Punzalan. I init 


of 


to quench their 


hundred-fold. 


the.exul 


intentionally 
said: 
‘weakness; 

strengths.” 


work 


This advice is contrary to 

lom that we 
work on our weaknesses. "If 
you cannot sing, don't try to 
learn singing: thats unfair to 
you and to your audience!” 
From the corner of my eye, 1 
saw Dulce (she with a powerful 


‘She turned out to be Dulce, the 
singer whose voice has soul and 
power. I was introduced to her by 


place her—so when Czar said, 
“This is Dulce,” I quickly replied, 
"But of course!” And she was 
there listening to—and interact- 
ing with—Maxwell, her kindred 
soul. Dulce is now busy touring 
country and the USA, singing 
Gospel songs in concerts. 


Interactive lecture 

‘The entire interactive lecture 
was well worth thousands of pe- 
sos. Those who shelled out only 
P100 had returns more than a 


‘Truths about leading teams 
сате down like falling stars from 
the heavens, if you please excuse 
nce of my language. 
Some truths came as a surprise 
because they challenge tradition- 
al beliefs. For example, Maxwell 
“Quit working on your 


fend non-singers. 


Seven laws 


Quoting - Chuck 


“Bishop Ce. 
could not 


Nothing Hurts). 


star 


Bur, you must have а 


on your the world. To such a 


Maxwell said: Wasn't there а 
team who built his airplane? 
“Teamwork makes the dream 
work,” is a theme that Maxwell 
was repeating at the lecture. He 
also underscored the need to see 
“the big picture"—and_ clearly 
communicate a vision clearly to 


yourteam. 


EVERYBODY wanted an autograph 


singing voice) nodding, rather 
cautiously, not meaning to of- 


Swindoll, 
Maxwell told the story of animals 
trying to learn things they do bad- 
ly Imaginea rabbit working on its 
swimming skills, or the squirrel 
with a burning ambition to fly! 
Maxwell listed these Seven 
Laws to Empower Your Team: 
The Law of Significance (One 
is Too Small a Number to Achieve. 
Greatness), the Law of the Big 
Picture (The Goal Is More Impor- 
tant than the Role), the Law of 
the Niche (All Players Have a 
Place Where They Add Most Val- 
ue), the Law of Mt. Everest (As 
the Challenge Escalates, the Need 
for Teamwork Elevates, the Law 
of the Edge (The Difference Be- 
tween Equally Talented Teams is 
Leadership), and the Law of High 
Morale (When You're Winning, 


Maxwell admitted that, at the 

he failed many times at as- 
sembling a team. "So, don’t be 
discouraged if you get difficult 
team members, at first,” he said. 


Nothing is successfully done 
alone. Oh? In another speaking 
engagement, a member of а 
crowd said Charles Lindberg 
went solo in his flight around 
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As 1 noted the preparations 
made for the seminar, the spon- 
sors who came forward to sup- 
port it (like the Inguma and a 
few others), the giant monitor 
plus satellite monitors inside the 
coliseum, the management of 
sights ‘and sounds hard- 
ware/software, the support sys- 
tems of workbooks, ticketing, 
lunches, book sales—and the 
participation of big and small 
guns—Maxwell’s law of dream 
ing big with big teams was actu- 
ally at work. 

The 25,000-strong crowd at 
the coliseum and smaller, but по 
less excited, Maxwell fans at the 
PICC show that big things happen 
when the teams assembled are 
equal to the tasks. 

And yet there is an X-factor to 
the Maxwell Event. When the 
sound system didn't seem to 
work at first, when the crowds 
were shouting that they couldn't 
hear Maxwell's words— saw 
Ting-Ting a few seats at my left 
at the front row, near Sandy Pri- 
eto, with closed eyes, holding 
the hand of a friend. She was 
praying. 

Mustering such a crowd, 
crowning it with success with 
consequent seamless flow, and 
even gening the best and the 
finest from John Maxwell—was a 
huge success. | would have be- 
lieved Anthony Pangilinan that 
Ardys wife Ting-Ting was the 
neck that turns the head 

But what 1 saw, a few meters 
away from where I sat, was Ting- 
Ting was actually a pair of knees, 
And when those knees were 
bended, Someone greater than 
John Maxwell took charge. And 
that made all the difference that 
fateful and inspiring night. 


point, 


WHEN a new team took over at the 
Manila Economic and Cultural Office 
three years ago, it had to hit the ground 
running and quickly set about the task 
of overhauling the organization and re- 
pairing ties with Taiwan. 

Relations between the close neigh- 
bors had soured over an aviation dis- 
рше, significant trade and Taiwanese 
investments were in jeopardy and the 
organization suffered from a poor pub- 
lic image as an ineffective office 

1t was a big challenge, and one that 
the new leadership under former diplo- 
mat Ambassador Antonio Basilio has 
successfully met through what it calls 
the "Taiwan Plan." 

"The revamped Meco helped arrest a 
slide in trade figures and put two-way 
trade back on a healthy growth track 
“Today, traffic in goods and services be 
tween the two countries stands at 
$4201 billion а year, compared to 
$4,097 billion in 2001. 

Exports to Taiwan during the first 
semester rose 17 percent from the same 
period last year. This compares favor- 
ably tothe steep decline experienced in 
2001 when exports dropped 15 percent. 
Restoring healthy trade isa key accom- 
plishment, given that the Philippines 
enjoys a situation of trade surplus with 
its fifth biggest trade partner. 

‘As the result of effective work by 


Meco in touting the Philippines as in- 
vestment destination, Taiwanese have 
also resumed investing significantly in 
the Philippines notwithstanding politi- 
cal and global uncertaint 


Healthier economic ties 

In 2000 they invested $12.97 million 
here. In 2002 they poured $82.833 mil- 
lion, more than in any other Southeast 
Asian country, mostly to expand their 
‘manufacturing base in the Philippines. 
For the first time in many years, the 
Philippines could claim to have topped 
its Asean neighbors in securing outward 
investment from Taiwan. 

“Taiwanese are heading south for R&R 
in greater numbers also, as a result of 
Месо promotion efforts and its suc- 
cessful lobby to maintain abundant di- 
rect air links with Taiwan. When those 
links had been abruptly cut in 1999, vis- 
itor arrivals from the Philippines fourth 
largest rourism market had plunged by 
half ro only 75,000 a year. 

‘After Meco's troubleshooting, tourist 
numbers recovered steadily rising to 
85,231 in 2001 and 103,000 in 2002 
despite the impact of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, before declining briefly last 
year because of SARS. Arrivals have al- 
ready hit 58,447 halfway into 2004, on 


track to hit their highest level in three, 


years 


Effective diplomacy by Meco at the 
height of the crisis helped stave off a 
move by Taipei to limit hiring of Filipino 
workers. As a result, more OFWs have 
been hired by Taiwanese firms and 
households, with the total number in- 
creasing to 68,877 in November 2002, 
81,355 as of December 2003 and 
86,050 as of May 2004. 


Anew corporate structure 

То achieve allthis, management had 
to reinvent Meco. А new corporate 
structure, with the chair as chief execu 
tive officer and where there is a chief fi- 
nance office, provided better manage- 
ment and supervision of distant opera- 
tions in three cities in Taiwan and in 
Manila, Redundant positions were cut 
and personnel were moved where they 
would be more efficient 

Board directors became actively in- 
volved in operations, with each one as- 
signed а specifie area of concem to 
oversee 

‘And it had to institute these adminis- 
trative reforms while at the same time 
realigning the whole cost structure to 
the new realty of lower revenues as 
visa applications, its only source of 
funds, had fallen off with the slump in 
travel 

Ina key move for greater operational 
efficiency Basilio ordered more training 


to upgrade employee skills. The addi- 
tional training—in such things as proto- 
col, Chinese language skills, immigra- 
Чоп laws, even driving—motivated 
staff and greatly improved the whole or- 
ganization’s capability to provide ser 
vices. 

їп tum, a well-prepared and more 
dedicated staff was better able to deliv- 
er on their mission to protect and pro 
vide for the welfare of OFWs in Taiwan, 
With a total staff of only 24, some mak- 
ing themselves available on phone lines. 
and help desks on a nearly 24-hour ba- 
sis, Месо vastly increased the assistance 
it gives to over 130,000 Filipino nation- 
alsin Taiwan. 


Irnproved labor services 

Over a two-year period, Meco helped 
thousands of Filipinos recover over 
NTSI00 million in monetary claims 
from their brokers and employers. This 
is a conservative estimate considering 
that some of the claims—unpaid wages, 
illegal deductions, tax refunds and ex- 
cessive fees—are difficult то document. 

"The office also set up regular liveli- 
hood training for OFWs, strengthened а 
direct hiring program, increased re- 
sources to its Assistance to Nationals 
Unit, and published and provided 
OFWs, a helpful guidebook on Taiwan 
laws and customs. 


Good marks for Meco after three years of Taiwan Plan 


Little changes have also added to ma- 
jor improvement on capabilities. А ren- 
ovation of office premises in Taiwan. 
and redesign of forms to include Chi- 
mese translation of English instructions 
have transformed Meco into a vastly 
more user-friendly office. 

Computerization, particularly of fis- 
cal and consular operations, let Месо, 
cut visa processing from four days to six 
hours while improving security from 
fraud and generating savings: 

Helping to improve Taiwan's percep- 
tion of Philippine conditions is the ef 
fective and aggressive communication 
program now being run by Meco. 

An information center in Taipei was 
set up to provide constant interaction 
with media, and а website in both En- 
glish and Chinese languages provides 
periodic updates and a window to busi- 
hess, tourism and special events іп the 
Philippines 

“The office also runs а regular Sunday 
column in a leading Taiwan newspaper 
and a Sunday radio talk show, Radyo 
Pinoy, which serves as a portal for news 
amd discussions among the Filipino 
community. 

Under Basilio chairmanship and in 
the face of tremendous odds, Meco has 
‘delivered on its mission and successful- 
ly placed the countrys relations with 
“Taiwan on firmer footing. 
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Bank makes bond investing easy, attractive 


EQUITABLE PCI Bank is stepping up efforts to 
bring the benefits of bond investing to a wider 
market, encouraged by the growing number 
of retail investors seeking better returns on 
their idle dollars. 

"The country’s third biggest banking group 
fias spruced up Из dollar-denominated bond 
investment product-—wrapping it in terms 
easier to grasp, giving it a brand name, Маз 
hedge, а first in local banking, and making it 
widely available through its branches. 

Maxihedge offers investors the opportuni- 
ty to participate in high-yield Philippine cor- 
porate or sovereign bonds. It presents a con- 
Venient investment opportunity in a foreign 
currency. 

The investment їп these longer term bonds, 
which provide steady coupon income every 
six months, offers much higher yields than or- 
inary bank time deposits. 

EPCIBank has set a low minimum invest- 
ment to make it available to a wider spectrum. 
of investors. For as little as $25,000, an i 
vvestor can gain participation in sovereign 


put 


DEAL SIGNING. Fortinet Inc. recently appointed Lamco international to be the 
distributor of its network security products. Lamco is a leading distributor of IT products 
letis the manufacturer of FortiGate—a ser 
accelerated anti-virus firewalls. Present during the sigr 
‘marketing Richard T. Ching; Lamco SVP for sales and marketing Betty Ng; Lamco EVP 
‘and GM Rosa Yu; Fortinet managing director for Hong Kong and Southeast Asia Tommy 
lippine country sales manager of Fortinet Michael Poyaoan and Lamco AVP for 


in the country and Fort 


Тату! 
sales and marketing Marvin Gerard E. Ti. 


Low-cost, Web-based 
learning now available 


INSTEAD of spending for expensive reviewer 
classes to prepare your child for a better 
chance to get into the school she or he wants, 
why not go for an online reviewer? 

‘Traditional review schools charge from 
P2,500 to P8,000 for six to eight weeks, 
equivalent to about 16 to 20 hours of after- 
school or weekend classes. It is however in- 
convenient and curtails added costs be- 
cause parents also need to arrange addi- 
tional transportation for their children's re- 
viewer classes. 

A new knowledge building portal, MyRe- 
viewerOnline.com, is now in the market of- 
fering graduating students this academic 
year with a cheaper, more effective system 
of preparing for high-school or college en- 
trance examinations. Students can even 
learn within the comfortable confines of 
their own homes. 

“We believe that web-based learning is a 
more effective and efficient system of build- 
ing a body of knowledge needed to hurdle 
the competitive entrance rests,” according 
to Dennis Gamboa, general manager of 
eHighway LT. Inc., a local web designer and 
developer. 

Guided by this belief, Gamboa—with the 
support of partners PLDT, Araneta Center, 
Cinnabon and Philam Life Plans—commis- 
sioned thousands of questions from math, sci- 
ence and language teachers from reputable 
secondary and tertiary schools for MyRe- 
viewerOnline.com. 

The learning portal also contains expla- 
nations and solutions to questions. Levels 
are also an added feature to guide students 
to move from the less difficult questions to 
the more advanced. A student can opt со 
work on building his knowledge base, for 
example in mathematics or vocabulary, by 
working for 30 minutes every day depend- 
ing on his attention span and concentra- 
tion. This way, he tailor fits the learning en- 
vironment to suit his personal style and 
ability. 


Opportunities 
for baby needs’ 
suppliers set 


FIRMS involved in the manufacture of prod- 
ucts or provision of services for babies and 
pregnant women have a chance to showcase 
their goods at the Baby Magazine 3rd Nation- 
al Baby Congress on Oct. 2-3, 2004, at the 
Shangri-la Plaza Mall. 

A few more selling booths are available for 
the event which is expected to draw over 
100,000 mall goers. Call 893-0534 or 840- 
1897 for details. 

Sponsors of the event include HSBC, Gin- 
gersnaps, Metrobank, Canon, Sun Village Re- 
sorts, Burger King, Richwell Trading, Vernel. 

Highlight of the event is a Search for 
Cover Baby for Baby Magazine, Free talks 
on parenting are scheduled in the two-day 
event. 


о опа 


BusINESSMonday 


Philippine bonds (which carry the guarantee. 
of the government), Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas bonds or the bonds of corporate blue 
chips. 

Foreign currency denominated bond prod- 
ucts have been available to local investors for 
some time but started gaining wider ассер- 
tance only in 2002. 

“The take-up we have seen for the prod- 


long-term maturities, the liquidity of these i 
struments continue to grow. Ifthe need arises, 
investors can sell the bonds at the prevailing 
market rates. 

Equitable PCI Bank marks its S4th year of 
existence this 2004. It is presently the coun- 
пуз third largest banking group, enjoying 
leadership in corporate and commerci 


banking, credit and payment cards, remit- 


tances, leasing and investment banking. It 
has over 400 branches and close to 500 
FASTeller ATMs nationwide, with access to 
4,000 BancNet, MegaLink and ExpressNet 
ATMs. R 

With Из continued growth and strong bank 
franchise, Equitable PCI Bank is fast moving 
forward, fully committed to be the "Bank of. 
Choice" for customers nationwide. 


uct since we started selling it has been 
nothing but extraordinary,” said EPCIBank 
president & CEO Rene J. Buenaventura. 
“Our judgment that local investors have 
become more sophisticated and are now 
ready for this kind of product is nicely 
bearing out.” 

“Bonds make sense in ways local investors 
increasingly appreciate,” said executive vice- 
president Bienvenido М. Juat Jr, head of EP- 
ClBanks award-winning Treasury Group. 
"We hope to help popularize itas a top choice 
for personal investment." 

‘Besides superior return, an added appeal is 
the fact that while the bonds have medium-to 
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EGENT Crystal Professional 
Ideal tor creating and 
maintaining reports. 

based on almost any 
data source. 
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of ASIC- 
ing were Lamco VP for sales and 


Crystal Reports Product 


Company name. 
Postion 
Enrollment in MyReviewerOnline.com is 
through pre-paid cards with values fromP200 шк 
(for 600 minutes or 10 hours), and Р500 (fot... 


1,800 minutes or 30 hours) of actual time us- 
age. Interested pre-paid card distributors may 
call 817-9092 or 812-0250 for details. 


P1,000 
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HP Laserjet Printer Series 
for your Business. 


Fast. Professional Performance. High Productivity 


The HP LaserJet personal desktop printer series is just 
what your business needs. With its excellent print 
quality, uncompromising 
reliability, an HP LaserJet will put your business in ће 
right direction. And with HP's award winning service 
and support, it's an investment that brings you added 


cost-effectiveness and 


Crystal Developer 


Integrate report viewing, Web development and 
printing and exporting deployment bundle of Crystal 
capabilities into 

applications. 


1am intrested to know more about BusinessObjects | 


Fax the completed form to 817-6430 
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Crystal Advanced Developer Crystal Analysis Professional 
Delivers OLAP-powered guided 
analysis that enables your 

end users to gain insight into 
their business data & make 


Reports and Standard 
Enterprise. 


Powerful Report Design and integration 
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. Philam Plans pays P53M 


in education benefits for September 


PHILAM Plans Inc, the country’s lead- 
ing pre-need company, is paying P33 
million worth of education benefits to 
its 4,055 college student nominees this 
September alone, in time for the open- 
ing of the second semester of the school 
year. Philam Plans pays through its di- 
Tect-to-planholder payment scheme, 
which provides flexibility for the plan- 
holder and his family on the use of 
these matured funds. 

Philam Plans president Jesus G. 
Hofileña reports this amount repre- 
sents a 32-percent increase from the to- 
tal education benefits paid by the com- 
pany for its college scholars during the 
зале period last year. 

Philam Plans, the undisputed leader 
їп pre-need for the past two years, con- 
tinues to reflect increases in its pre- 
need sales and total plan count. 

It is now the top pre-need provider of 
‘education plans in the country, based 
from the January to July 2004 pre-need. 
data from the Actuarial Advisers Ine. It 
aimed the biggest market share of 24 
percentin education plans with an aggre- 
gate sales value of P1.96 billion, up from 


DIABETIC nephropathy is the most 
common cause of chronic kidney fail- 
ше and end-stage kidney disease 
worldwide. People with both type 1 
and type 2 diabetes are at increased 
risk. Diabetic nephropathy, which is 
characterized by the loss of the kid- 
пеуз ability to function properly in 
| — excreting the body's waste products, 
isa potential complication in 20 to 40 
percent of patients with diabetes. 

‘Aside from control of blood sugar 
levels, another main focus of therapy in 
diabetic nephropathy is a tight control 
of the blood pressure. Once nephropa- 
thy develops, the greatest rate of pro- 
gression is seen in patients with poor 
control of their blood pressure. Uncon- 
trolled high blood pressure will worsen 
kidney, eye, and blood vessel complica- 
tions in the body. 

Controlling high blood pressure has 
been shown to be an effective way of 
slowing kidney damage from diabetic 
nephropathy. The spillage of protein in 
the urine called proteinuria, which can 
be measured by simple laboratory 
tests, is a strong indicator for the pres- 
ence of nephropathy. Guidelines have 
progressively revised the target BP goal 


P oduct Fin 


‘THE HOT, humid weather gives everyone an 
excuse to wear flimsy, daring tops. You may 
ooksvelte and flattering in spaghetti straps, 
tube tops, sleeveless shirts, and bandeaus- 
but are your underarms up for it? There's 
nothing more embarrassing than raising 
your beautiful white arms to reveal dark, 
discolored armpits! 

Let White Result deodorants give you the 
maximum deo-whitening results you need. 
They whiten underarms safely, because it us- 
es natural ingredients. Tawas is an acknowl- 
edged whitening ingredient that has been 
used by generations in either its rock or pow- 
dered form. It also uses licorice, which boosts 
its whitening capabilities and is scientifically 
proven to have many long-term benefits. The 
unique formula combination of licorice and 


its 17-percent market share a year ago. 

“We take great pride to have taken 
the leadership position in the education 
plan category, and thank our planhold- 
ers for their continued patronage and 
trust in our company,” said Hofilea. 

‘Aggressive marketing efforts and 
continuous innovation in products and 
services take the credit for the compa- 
ny’s steady showing in pre-need volume 
sales and market share. 

“In spite of the industry slowdown, 
Philam Plans remains on top of its busi- 
ness goals and in the best shape to meet 
its obligations to all its planholders,” 
said Hofileña. 

Since January of this year, Philam 
Plans has paid more than P100 million. 
in total education benefits for its 6,000 
plus scholars. The company has earlier. 
paid P67.5 million in education bene- 
fits to its student nominees during the 
start of the first semester of this school 
year. It will pay an additional P1 million. 
‘worth of benefits to about 115 more 
planholders in the last quarter of the 


Under the direct-to-planholder pay- 


downwards, currently at 125/75 
mmi in patients with more than one 
gram proteinuria. Angiotensin receptor. 
blockers (ARB) are now recommended 
by various guidelines as a first-line kid- 
ney-protective antihypertensive thera- 


ру 

Losartan, a drug that belongs to the 
АВВ class, has been shown by several 
nical trials to have renal effects in pa- 
tients with diabetes and nephropathy. 
‘The landmark Losartan Intervention 
for Endpoint Reduction in Hyperten- 
sion (LIFE) trial, which studied a subset 
of diabetic patients with clinical albu- 
minuria and mean serum creatinine 
concentrations, two markers of renal 
function. 

In this subgroup study of patients 
with diabetes, albuminuria was report- 
ed significantly less often in the losar- 
tan than in the atenolol group. It was 
also shown in the trial that losartan 
therapy prevented more new-onset di- 
abetes than atenolol. 

Similarly in the Renaal (Reduction. 
in Endpoints in NIDDM with the АП 
Antagonist Losartan), it was shown 
that ARBs have proven efficacy com- 


ment scheme, Philam Plans gives the 
benefit checks directly to the planhold- 
ег before the opening of the semester 
for college beneficiaries and before the 
‘opening of the school year for elemen- 
tary and high school. This gives them 
the flexibility to allocate finances 
long education expenses such as tu- 
ition, school projects and other items. 

As special premium for their Philam 
Plans’ Gold Edueation plan, the educa- 
tion benefits that planholders receive 
increase by 15 percent every year to 
protect parents against tuition increas- 
es. On top of that, Philam Plans also 
guarantees the etum of te full price of 
theplanasa gift to the student nominee 
after graduation from school. 

Latest data from the Securities and Ех. 
change Commission also confirmed that. 
Philam Plans is the over-all pre-need 
leader for the first seven months of 2004, 
a telling sign ofits imminent claim to pre- 
need leadership by the end ofthe year. 

As of July 2004, Philam Plans trust 
fund stood at P12.6 billion, the bulk of 
which are invested in secured and liq- 
uid investments such as long-term gov- 


pres 


Diabetic patients to benefit from losartan 


point consisting of a doubling of serum 
Creatinine concentration, end-stage re- 
па! disease or death, and in the onset of 
diabetic nephropathy. The study con- 
cluded that ARBs are a first-line treat 
ment for patients with type 2 diabetes 
and nephropathy. 

Control of hypertension in patients 
with diabetic nephropathy improves 
morality and slows progression to 
end-stage renal disease. However 
blood pressure is difficult to treat. 
Among other things, a diabetic patient 
‘with hypertension is facing a life-long 
medication that could hurt him finan- 
cally The high price of medicine is of- 
ten the reason patients become non- 
compliant to their treatment regimen- 

‘An affordable brand of losartan was 
recently launched in the market. This 
new brand, marketed at almost half the 
price of the originator product, had un- 
dergone bioequivalence test and was 
reported to be “bioequivalent with the 
innovator brand”. 

The introduction of an affordable 
and effective losartan is part of the 
Pharmacoeconomics program, which 
aims to make medicines more afford- 


pared with placebo in a composite end- able to every Filipino. 
ES Raise your arms 
with confidence 


emment securities. Such prudent in- 
vestment and sound financial manage- 
ment allows Philam Plans to fully com- 
ply with the regulations and investment 
mix requirements set by the SEC. 

"Trust funds represent the future ben- 
efit obligations of Philam Plans to its 
planholders as specified in their plan 
contracts. 

Оп its own, Philam Plans strives to 
adhere to good corporate governance 
at all times, ensuring above-standard 
practices in all level of its operations to 
protect the trust and confidence given 
by its planholders Its pre-need product 
portfolio in pension, education and life 
is among the best in the industry, and it 
has one of the most extensive distribu- 
tion facilities nationwide. 

Philam Plans professional business 
practices and reputation for financial 
stability and security stems from its 
unique intemational affiliation with 
two industry leaders: Philamlife, the 
country’s No. 1 life insurance company; 
and American International Group, the 
leading US-based international insur- 
ance organization. 


HP SUPPORTS WWF 

HP Philippines continues to push its local philan- 
thropic initiatives as it participates in the Corpo- 
rate Partners Program of World Wide Fund for 
Nature-Phlippines, one ofthe largest and most 
credible conservation organizations in the coun- 
try. HP donated computer and printer units to 
‘ight select schools in Isabela, Sorsogon, Ca- 
сауап and Palawan for their conservation and en- 
vironmental education. A notebook and all-in-one 
printer donation will also support WWF's Project 
SEA (Schools for Environmental Action) as it un- 
бепакез activities targeting primary and sec- 
‘ondary schools. Sealing the agreement with a 
handshake are Nilo S. Cruz (left), HP Philippine 
managing director and Jose Ma. Lorenzo Tan, 
WWF-Philippines president. 


—— 


La Sall Greenhills High School Batch 1980. 
FourrMagpakaberde ka'-FHM Giritriends meet PBA 
Gameboys on Sept. 20, 7 p.m. at the NBC tent. This 
is a concept party with games, prizes. Cocktails, 
‘music and dance showcasing а rare casting coup of 
FHM models, PBA players, celebrity entertainers 
and La Salle alumni performers. Proceeds ofthe 
party wil heip raise funds for the benefit of the La 
Salle High School Batch 80 scholars to the LSGH 
Adult Night High School. The Adult Night High 
Schoolis the pioneering effort of La Salle Greenhills 
to spread its mission of Christian education espe- 


*MAGPAKABERDE KA’-FHM MEETS PBA 


сау to less fortunate fellow Filipinos who seek to 
complete their education. This program has been 
ongoing far more than 20 years. LSGH Batch 80 
Foundation seeks to support 25 new scholars into 
this program to coincide with its 25th batch an- 
niversary on Feb. 5, 2005. The steering committee 
is chaired by Ram Antonio with the support of 
batchmates Nando Pahati, Sander Tantoco, Rico 
Meneses, Popo Suanes, Carling Santos, Algene del 
Rosario. Tickets are available at P500 and VIP 
P2000 at the LaSalle Greenhills Alumni office, Tick: 
енота, FHM office and the PBA office. 


tawas extracts lightens dark underarm skin, | 
while giving all-day protection against odor 
and underarm мете. 

"White Result is available in two forms: 
the Roll-On Anti-Perspirant Deodorant and 
the Deodorant Stick. Go conventional with 
the 60m! roll-on that makes for easy and 
economical application. Carry the conve- 
nient 15g stick that goes on quick and dry 
anywhere to make sure you always smell 
fresh. Choose your scent from three vari- 
ants: Cool, Powder, or Fragrant. 

"White Result Deodorants are available at 
Sara Lee Direct Selling Philippines (former- 
ly known as House of Sara Lee) and autho- 
tized Sara Lee dealers nationwide. For in- 
quiries, call hotline 810-5402 email cus- 
tomer relations @saraleedirectselling ph. 


ventilating, air-conditioning and refrigerating (HVAC/R) in- 
dustries will be staging the 7th International HVAC/R Con- 
vention and Exhibition on Now 11 to 13 at the PICC forum. 

Although this year’s event is the 7th in a series of suc- 
cessful annual staging of the Philippine Society of Venti- 
lating, Air-conditioning and Refrigerating Engineers 
(PSVare), it is not until now that the organization's board 
of directors decided to expand the scope of the event to 
cover ће global HVAC/R industry. 

“The board is definitely excited with this development. 
Ме ай know, to truly promote the HVAC/R industry here in 
the country, we need to enter the international arena, This 
has always been the goal of the organization when it started 
| the event in 1998", enthused project chair Pete Guste. 

Marketing road shows have already been conducted in 
neighboring countries in Asia in an obvious effort to get 


The only HVAC/R event set 


|THE ONLY trade event catering specifically to the heatin 


international participation. According to the members 
and directors of PSVare, the potential for HVAC compa- 
nies in the country is promising, what with the obvious 
trend in high-rise building for both residential and com- 
mercial purposes. 

‘According to engineer Cesar Punzalan, PSVare presi- 
dent, “This trend should be a good enough reason for 
HVAC and R companies to participate in this event. It is 
truly the only venue in the country where they can show- 
case their products and services to the proper market.” 

‘Currently, more than 50 companies form the industry and 
their allied sectors have signed up for the exhibit. Aside from 
the exhibition proper, the event will also feature seminars and 
proper presentations as part of the convention, For more in- 
formation about the exhibit and convention, Cut Unlimited 
may be reached through 687-0654, 687-7523, 687-2955, or 
‘e-mail cut@pacific.net.ph or visit wwwpsvare.org. 


[! 


PLDT WINS SUPERBRANDS 2004 PI 
PLDT recently bagged the Reader's Digest Super- 
‘brands 2004 Platinum Award for being the most 
‘rusted and preferred brand tor telecommurications 
‘services in the country. The awardees were deter- 
mined through a survey conducted by Readers Di- 
gest across 41 diferent product categories in six 
key Asian markets, namely Hong Kong, Malaysia, 
‘Singapore, Taiwan, Thatand and the Philippines. 
PLDT was awarded the Piatinum award because it 
achieved а score three times that of the nearest 


LATINUM AWARD 
brand and had an average quality rating of more 
than 4 ona scale of 1105. Shown is PLOT Center 
head for marketing services Raul Alvarez, 2nd trom 
Jet, receiving the prestigious award from Simon 
Cholmeley, Reader's Digest regional advertising di 
rector, during the awarding ceremonies. Also 
shown are, from left Lirio Sandoval, president of A- 
Z Direct Marketing (exclusive distributor o! Reader's 
Digestin the Philippines, and Lilet Yan, Reader's Di- 
pest Philippines sales director. 


‘Fancy Flowers, or Leaves?’ Ikebana exhibit 


THE 15th annual Ikebana exhibit of the Sogetsu 
Manila Potential Branch wil open Oct. 1 and runs 
until Oct. З near the entrance of Glorietta 4, Ayala 
Center, Makati. "Fancy Flowers...Or Leaves?" 

all about using only flowers or only leaves in an 
Ikebana arrangement. Sogetsu Ikebana, known 
tor its modem arrangements, will once again 
showcase its fir for the avant garde in this exclt- 
ing theme. Ив members are led by officers Mar- 
got Perez, director, Vangie Cheng. deputy direc- 
tor, Emy Dimayuga, secretary, Nancy Uy, treasur- 
er, and honorary adviser Elsa Regala. They are 
‘mounting this annual Ikebana exhibit using only 
leaves of ай shapes, sizes and color, or only llow- 
ers in exciting combinations in each arrange- 
ment, certainly an adventure and a feast for the 
eyes and spirit. 
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NATURE'S Reflection Inc., managed by 
Josefina “Pinpin” and Rene Eehavez, 
makes beautiful and profitable use of 
leaves, flowers, fiber, twigs and weeds 
and other materials so abundant in their 
native Cebu province. 

‘Their company show room in Talisay 
сиу is a visual feast of native lamps, fur- 
niture accessories and utility boxes of all 
sizes, shapes and colors. 

‘Lamps made from handmade paper or 
resin, these are accessorized with fos- 
sized leaves, dried flowers, coco twigs 
and bamboo poles light up the show- 
room. 

Tn designing these lamps, Pinpin, 
the artist, lets her imagination fly. 
They run from the ethnic (nipa huts, 
salakot, boats), geometric (including 
ziz-zags and crescents), natur 
spired (birds and fishes). Earth colors 
dominate, but pastel and even reflec 
torized hues are also in demand in the 
international markets the couple 
caters to. 


Fun beginning 

‘The couple began Nature's Reflection 
in 1997 for the heck ofi. 

Pinpin was then enjoying her early 
years of motherhood, while Rene had 
just come home from two years contract 
work in Taiwan, they had hoped, "for 
good.” 

When announcements came out 
about a trade exhibit at Waterfront Ho- 
tel at Cebu City, Pinpin was dared by 
friends to display her famous hand- 
crafted items. "I thought, why not" 
she remembers. Her products have 
been market tested, after all. Her JE 
‘TOP Enterprise which she ran years be- 
fore with two friends in Manila enjoyed 
а modest following in export markets 
inthe US and Australia. 

At the Cebu exhibit, all her items were 
sold out even before she could set up her 
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booth. Impressed buyers insisted on 
placing volume orders. 


Daunting lessons 

AS the couple buckled down to work 
on the orders they were daunted. They 
lacked skilled craftsmen. But because 
they had committed to a timetable, they 
had to make do with a handful of under- 
trained, under-experienced workers. 
What followed was a nightmare of al- 
most daily overtime work, wasted mat 
rials and rejected products. 

The couple must have learned these 
early lessons well Today they have five 


PINPIN (left) and Rene Echavez (above) create lamps out of 


indigenous materials. 


core workers and a pool of 20 work- 
ers—experienced craftsmen who are on 
call. Their rate of reject has bottomed out 
to almost 1 percent, thanks to technical 
assistance of a volunteer from the Cana- 
dian Executive Service Office (Ceso). 

From a garage operation, Nature's Re- 
flection is now located in a 5,000 square 
meter property in Talisay City, leased at 
15,000. month. 

Operations are made up of three divi- 
sions: handmade paper, wrought-iron 
and fiberglass. Most processes are done 
manually. Not too many equipment are 
needed, except small metal welding ma 


chines. When production volume in- 
creased beyond their capacity, фе couple 
resorted to subcontracting 

There are four smaller firms to which 
the couple subcontracts рап ofthe pro- 
duction. Three of these are owned by for- 
mer workers whom they have encour- 
aged to go into business. 

"Trade fairs continue to be a boon. 
They have made it to exhibits in the 
US and Australia But none offer bet- 
ter opportunities to generate volume 
orders than the Philippines’ own 
Citem fairs. Pinpin starts new product 
development four months before an 


B2. 


exhibit opens. The formula is to show 
at least SO percent new products each 
year. 

‘Their market is 99 percent export. The 
United States is the No. 1 market, fol- 
lowed by Italy, Saudi Arabia, Japan and 
Hong Kong. 

Handicraft is a very competitive busi- 
ness; handicraft for export, doubly so. It 
requires a commitment to quality deliv- 
ery dates and innovation. Exporters have. 
to be ready for business peaks and 
slumps. 

‘Today, with competition from Taiwan, 
Vietnam and China, they are experienc- 
inga downturn. 

Rene and Pinpin remember the good 
times and how these turned sour: 

Pinpin: "Business was very good in the. 
1980s. It declined in the 1990s, but it 
‘was still quite good. Back then, we could 


“By 2000, things had gone 
downhill. The same dolls that used to sell 
for $25 a piece we can now sell for only 
ss" 

"They have worker problems, too. Pi- 
rating of skilled workers is common in 
the industry. Pinpin and Rene have lost 
their craftsmen to competitors over- 
seas—China, Malaysia, Vietnam. 


Counterpoints 

Between the two of them, Rene and 
Pinpin seemed to have divided their 
work neatly. Rene ће general manager 
who handles marketing, people manage- 
ment and deliveries. Pinpin is the trea- 
surer who at the same time handles de- 
sign and production management. 

‘Their skills and management styles 
provide a counterpoint to each other. 

Pinpin: “I tend to be more strict with 
customers than employees. | believe 
both buyers and suppliers should be 
faithful to the terms of a contract." 

Rene: “I tend to be more accommo- 
dating—which is not always good for 
the business. Once, 1 became too 
friendly with and trustful of a foreign 
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Can linkage ... 


From page B22 
be low cost, flexible, innovative and can easily 
be made operational 

As the communities it serves develop itis en- 
visioned that the parmer wil grow with it and 
probably convert its operation into a village | 
bank. Thus, improving the communities link- 
age to the countrys formal banking system. 


CALL FOR EXHIBITORS AND 
CONFERENCE DELEGATES! 


SIGN-UP NOW! 


| PHILIPPINE ADVERTISING: RELOADED 
The 2004 ASAP Conference 


October 19-20, 2004 • Hotel Intercontinental 


CREATE. CONNECT. CONVERT. 


WHO SHOULD ATTEND: 

Brand and Product Managers, Promotion Managers, 
Communication Managers, Advertising & Marketing 
Managers, Agency Account Managers, Direct Marketing 
Managers, Creative Directors, Media Managers, 
Corporate Communicators, Photographers, Copywriters, 
Jingle writers, General Managers/Owners. 


Benefits to synergizing bank 

Is this linkage concept a one-way street? Are 
there benefits going for the Synergiging Bank? | 

learning from our experiences, weve discov- | 
ered that anything which benefits only one of 
the contracting parties at the expense of anoth- 
er partakes of a subsidy in practice. р 

We also learned that subsidy favors ће bene- 
ficaries only for as long as the playing fields 5 
kept positive for them to thrive. Oncethe"artif- | 
cial cover” is removed and market forces are 
set-free, the beneficiaries easily fall prey as vic- 
tims. 

This leads us to an imperative that must be 
observed if the sytem is to subsist in а global- 
ized economy. With this, the question pops up | 

Whats in it for the Synergizing Bank? For 
linkage banking? The answer is: There is much | 
that can be reaped from the arrangement thus: 

‘eA better loan portfolio since lending to 
end-users are made by rural partners who have 
better knowledge of the idiosyncracies of the 
borrowers and business activities that they are 
in and inofthe area; 

* Lower transaction cost. Since lending is 
done on wholesale basis, an economy of scale is 
achieved that results in lower delivery costs; 

* Greater participation of private sector ru- 


EXHIBIT BOOTH RATE: 


RATE: 
P25,000.00** (inclusive of VAT) 


SIZE: 
2.0 x 2.0 sqm BOOTH 


+ inclusive of basic booth amenities: Wall panel, carpet, fascia, negotiable table and 
chairs, convenience outlet, flourescent lighting, general directory listing, general 
Security, and janitorial services. 


al entities. With greater participation, there is Ё 
pes соо CONFERENCE KEY TOPICS: REGISTRATION FEE: 
the rural financing system that is being estab- -| OCTOBER 19, 2004 (DAY 1) 
БЕ a unica ie Gace * Global Advertising Trends & Directions ASAP Member | RATE DATE PERIOD 
system leading toward the development ofa vi- * The Making of a TV Commercial Project == P 4000.00" | up to 15 Sep "04 
р o UR eee * Breakthrough in Commercial Photography Project Regular Rate р 5,000.00* | 16 Sep to 18 Oct '04 
арни егылу * Mobile and Wireless Advertising On-Site Rate P 6,000.00* | 19 Oct'04 
organized outreach is achieved. Unnecessary * Below the Line Advertising: Challenges and 
мелт а зоол sts and Brac Corporate Strategies Non-ASAP Member | RATE DATE PERIOD. 
püaonofoudesislewseawided. — OCTOBER 20, 2004 (DAY 2) EARLY BIRD 5,000.00" | up to 15 Sep '04 

1 " T Regular Rate P 6,000.00" | 16 Sep to 18 Oct '04 
Continuity of linkage * Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)-panel discussion гана ES |i CEU 

Most importantly, these mentioned benefits * The Making of My Favourite Ad Jingle STUDENT 3,000.00" 

will result in greater profitability. With greater * Amazing World of Animation and Special Effects rums | 


profitability comes better people, better tech- 
nologies and systems that brings ensuing prof- 
itability. With this realized, it guarantees the 
continuous existence of the linkage o pass from. 
опе generation to the next, ший the nation’s 
wealth are distributed more equally to the 
greatest number 

“There are institutions and entities in place in 
the country today. АШ that is needed is purpose- 
ful coordination of the roles each one shall play 


“Inclusive of 2 days conference attendance, snacks, lunch and kit 


* Alternative Channel: Electronic Media and Web 
| Advertising 


sw Glebe 


(The author is senior vice president of Land 
Bank of the Philippines. Feedback at 
тарзес@ globenet com ph.) 


то galvanize a more cohesive rural financial sys- | ны 
tem; a visionary and selfless outlook which will ASAP SECRETARIAT: 1 nr 
paddle away from that scenario of duplicative, женк 
леби ande Кее oral воден bees п © ешеси кэни, 
pense of the fund source and the rural poor. ты 

Linkage рон и ур. Uy aod BRAIN шш 5308 lanus at ADVERTISING 
harmony in any undertaking is essential. With 8930404 or email us SUPPLIERS 
а play in the rural жеге, we wil еи а 
move systematically and faster, without it, we risk оз website at ASSOCIATION. 
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New PSE chief’s game plan: Get more to play 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao renowned single-minded ар. 
proach to achieving what he set 
out to do, as he takes on the 
formidable job of taking the stock 
exchange to new heights. 

Lim tells the Inguinsn that 
his game plan is simple: Get 
more people to play the stock 
market, convince more blue- 
chip firms to list on the ex 
change and introduce reforms 
to inspire more trust in the 


ing that heading the PSE was nev- 
er on his list of career options, 

Becoming one of the country’s 
best lawyers, however, always 
was. The fire of his ambition 
burned since he was in grade 
school. 

He recalls how, as a young 
boy, he hung on to every word 
his father shared about a lawyer, 
who helped the family in a land 
dispute. 


be like him some day. And he did. 

From his hometown of Tugue- 
garao, Cagayan, where he grad- 
uated’ at the top of his high 
school class, he moved on to the 
University of Sto, Tomas, where 
he got two degrees—a Bachelor 
of Philosophy (magna cum 
laude) and Bachelor of Arts 
(cum !айде). 

Philosophy, he says, was the 
perfect pre-law course and it 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange 
has often been referred to as the 
private sectors equivalent of a 
snake pit. 

The country's bourse, how- 
ever, found a talented charmer 
in lawyer Francisco E. Lim, for- 
mer managing partner of the 
Accra law office, who took over 
the PSE’s presidency last Sept. 


16. PSE. ‘The way the lawyer tried the served him well when he moved 
Lim, after all, is nothing, ifnot Тоок Lim more вал а month case and did his research became onto the law school of the Ateneo 
tenacious. of soul searching before he com- so much the stuff of legend in the de Manila University, where he 


And he would need all of his mitted himself to his vision, say- 


family that he resolved he would 


graduated with second honors 


| Her txcllene Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo i 
Inaugurates т Yeu А 
Ranked as one of the world's best skyscrapers, |: Y 
[ОТ Towor is a breathtaking fusion of glass fisi 
‘ond steel. It is designed by world-renowned Ё 


My warmest congratulations to GT Tower International for 
spearheading the Philippines” thrust for global presence in the field 
of world ой, property development, design and architecture. 


\ command ОТ Tover len at en gig cd he 
а du ке mer ЖОНЕ Peer nen aad Usk; REUS 
ae cues oe tert ince great petrol USA, \ 
| pee Eno he menant dre melee Veneri prune of the world's tallest building located in | 2 
and friendly economic environment, commercial support and | Shanghai, China, 2 
оао, such оз а building, Pe ngh 


RRR 


A nation is а sim of cll ports. The Fino architecture ond design, 
попаде as еу оге, sve оз vill cogs in our country's overal А 
зоа of bulding o progenie ond dynamic society. The Fino 

Sorkers ore ту word бон. They are our towers of чието 

Mabuhoy! 


| Pd 


President, Rapublic of he Philippines 


Sixteen years одо, Metropolitan Bank & Trust Со, Toyota Motor 
"ЩЩ Corporeron: ond minui ү; 


zy 


‘Go, Forged a parherihip that aimed 
to revitalize the Philippine avlomotwve industry. 


Iis with graat pleasure thot I express my congratulations to | 
GT Tower International on the occasion of Из inaugure 

f presence in the heart ofthe business ond commercial 
of fhe country provides Toyata Motor Phi 


pinos а Mar 
igh quality vehicles | 


Together, we affirm our commitment о the enhancement ofthe 
Philippine society 


Thank you ond congratulations once again to GT Tower 


кы 


Honorary Choirman af е Board 
Toyota Motor Corporation 


Ih is with joyous pride thot we celebrate the inauguration of 
Gr tower wih Her Encalancy, President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, 
Sho wil grace the oceoion 


The site of GT Tower International was the first headquarters of 
‘Aan Development Bonk GT Tower symbolizes the upward mobi of 
‘he Pie economy in ће Ason regn. N is one of the talen blogs 
inthe оу Today 


Conceived with the highes specifications in mind, à wos designed by 
KBF Avrocistes of New York, USA, designer of the world tlle) 
TotuorrShengho Ward ron Center ocd Shanghai, Сы 
ond the 480,000 square metor Mori Tower in Roppongi Hil, Tokyo 
the largest building in Japan GT Tower i evidence tothe synergy ol 
bok US ond local ока TES 


The unique architecture of this new landmark gives o fresh dimension 
lo hene of Moka Cty Since completion hos ready become 
the chosen buunens address of many a е county's апе mulinavonal 
Mare than ja an fice buiding. O1 Tower onde os & testament 1o our 
Confidence in the county ond symbolizes our fll commitment lo is 
Continued economic progress 


Mobuhoy! 
Dr, ойуу SK Ty 
Chairman, Metropatan Bank ond и Compony 


A vost Lobby 
‘of translucent glass 


А Fresco dining of the. 
12% fir. Food Court 


DNE DAVITOPAR: голт MANAGER 
Taking Life Higher. 


А member of the Metrobank Group. жулу federalland com.ph 


and was editor-in-chief of the 
‘Ateneo Law Journal, 

Lim quickly built a reputa- 
tion as one of the most sought 
after legal eagles, handling 
high profile corporate disputes 
for the Accra law office, where 
he became senior partner in 
1994 and co-managing partner 
since 2003. 

These cases include the Piatco 
case, Impsa Senate investigation, 
attempted hostile rake over of the 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Со. by the Gokongwei 
group, Bank of Nova Scotia case 
versus the Madrigals, Tomas 
Aguirre Estate case and the 
Roberto V. Ongpin ouster case 
from Belle Corp. 


Propensity for hard work 

Lim attributes his success to his 
propensity for hard work and 
dogged determination to see 
things through, 

He plans to perform the same 
feat now that he has committed 
himself to doing a good job at the 
helm of the PSE. 

“I asked for the 30-day period 
to really think hard about it be- 
cause | have always been а 
lawyer. This was a deviation from 
what I planned out to do. But af- 
ter thinking about it, 1 thought 
that 1 would have a fairly good 
chance at succeeding," Lim says. 


Little boy's club 

Nota few expressed their con 
cern over Lim's going to the PSE 
because of the famous quarrels 
that marred many a board meet- 
ing. There were tales of ashtrays 
flying, brokers swearing and 
one board member flashing the 
diny finger at a fellow board 

Tes also no secret that a num- 
ber of PSE presidents left with a 
grudge to bear against the PSE 
brokers, saying that it was little. 
‘more than “an old boys’ club.” 

Lim, however, expressed confi- 
dence that he would know howto. 


Telephone etiquette 


IN CONCLUDING the call: 

20. End the conversation with 
agreement on what is to happen 
next; if you are to follow-up, do 
so immediately. 

21. Thank the caller for calling; 
invite the caller to call again. 

In transferring cals: 


„ыы 


им 


deal with future quarrels, if any, 
since he is a veteran of courtroom 
squabbles where he “has seen 
them all." 

He is also no stranger to the in- 
ner workings of the PSE, having 
been a director of the PSE for two 
years, He was also chair of the 
powerful governance committee 
that metes out penalties to bro- 
kers found violating PSE rules. 


‘Ang pikon, talo’ 

“My principle has always been 
ang pikon, talo. That is how 1 
maintain my balance. 1 also pray 
а lot for patience and persever- 
ance," he says 

He would need a lot of it as he 
sees himself making a difference 
atthe end of his three-year erm. 

“1 would do my job as I see fit, 
regardless of who supported or 
did not support me. My loyalty is 
to the corporation and to the in- 
vesting public," he says. 


Goopness GRACES 


Lia $. Bernardo 


number ofthe caller. 
22."Transfer ONLY when neces-_c. The message. Ask for clarifi- 

sary; get the information your. cation if necessary. 

self 31, Read back what you've 

23. If you must transfer, avoid written to be sure you've under- 
the use ofthe word "transfer" Say stood the message correctly. 
instead: “I am going to connect 32. Always assure the person 
you with.” that you will deliver the message 

24. Explain why you are promptly. 

“transferring” the сай 33. Deliver the message in a 

25. Give the caller the person's timely fashion. 
name and direct number. Never: 

26. Stay on the line and intro- 34. Eat, drink or chew gum 
duce the caller while on the phone. 

Tn taking messages: 35. Leave an open line: 

27. Identify yourself and for а. Place the caller on hold 
whom you are answering the — b. Check back with the caller 
phone, frequently: every 30-45 seconds. 

28. Practice political sensitivity. Always: 

29. Indicate the period oftime 36. Put a smile in your tele 
the person willbe available. phone voice and let your person- 

30, Write down all the impor- ality shine! 
tant information given: Please email your business eti- 

а, The name of the caller Ask. quette queries čo etiquetteconsul- 
forspelling if unclear tants@hotmaitcom names of 

b. The (correct) senders will not be published. 


Nature' entrepreneurs ... 


From page 82-7 


telephone 


board of directors to talk about 
succession and professionalizing 
the business. 

“How can the company grow 
when we do everything our- 
selves?" Pinpin cries. She recalls 
at this point, the promise of their 
partners’ wives to join the opera- 
tions that never materialized. She 


buyer. 1 agreed to waive our 
‘payment-before-shipment’ 
terms. That was two years ago. 
125 not that he didn’t pay—he 
paid on installment.” 
Pinpin: "He still has a few 
thousand dollars to seule with 


laughs) had not counted, when they be 
Rene: “It taught me а lesson: 1 gan, that she would handle finan: 
should not handle the financial cial management on top of de- 


aspects of the business. And | si 
should listen to Pinpin more of- 
ten.” (laughs) 

Both, however, are capable of 
bending over backwards when 
dealing with their employees. 
Pinpin sources out workers [rom 
her home province and gives 


ing. 

"This is why she is open to a 
Joint venture. An alliance with a 
foreign company, she expects, 
would professionalize the busi- 

For his part, Rene is upbeat 
about venturing into another 


them lodging. business, He does not dismiss 
the possibility of diversifying 
Burnout into furniture making. After 


Pinpin, the founder and still 
the moving spirit of the business. 
wants to call a meeting of the 


all, their workplace in Talisay 
has plenty of room for expan 
sion. 
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Of plants and painters 


HILE traveling in Batanes, I came 

icross some plants I had never seen 

before. There was this lovely tree 

which looked a little like a cypress. There was 

pandan with pretty fruits, as well asa local va- 

ety of dates. Many of the plants їп Batanes 
are found nowhere else. 

Due to the province's unique botanical ar- 

ray and because of its rich cultural resources, 


of Philippine 
colors and the patterns of plants, there is also i 
the indescribably satisfying sense of propor- flora have 
tion. There is something so exquisitely just 
right about the relative sizes of the petals of a А 
rose. Everything seems so random and yet so 4 
exact. 1 

‘Actually, Ino says this intrinsic beauty of į 
things is discussed in books like the “Da Vinci «A d 
Code" as the Fibonacci sequence. This is a ra- б 


always been 
celebrated 
by scholars 


Bea Zobel Jr. 


Education aay Butch E Ge n wife, prre proportion legis tio на = different parts es a ies or c m 
Rep. Dina Abad, are now working hard to get Му friend Ino Manalo wentto greatlengths animal. The Fibonacci concept helps explain "m 
Bisnes included in the Unesco World Her. to make me understand that. Aside from the РС ILLUSTRATION from “Flora de and artists 
itage List. Wouldn't that be great? Filipinas” jd 
Remarkable species 
‘The fact that Unesco is so concerned with 
our botanical diversity further highlights the 
importance of our remarkable plant re- 
sources. There are many species in the coun- 
пу that cause great excitement among plant 
lovers and scientists. 
An example of this is the waling-waling M Did you know that i's easy to tell 
(Vanda sanderiana). A friend of mineexplains M someone's charactor by the things 
to me that the waling-waling is an important B he or she likes? Take the quiz 
breeding stock for many of the orchids of the [à below and be surprised how much | 
word. Unfortunately, because its natural [M Your taste tells a lot about who ^ 
habitat in Mindanao is fast disappearing, itis Уой are and, mostofail what Coke 
actually facing extinction. (As a side note, the B WH! bost refresh you. 
waling-waling isso famous, that unlike other 
Filipino words, itis actualy recognized by the B. ynat woud you wear on a big aate? - 
spell check of many computers!) er eee arto ba 
The importance and beauty of Philippine B ^' ftom op to oe 
flora have always been celebrated by chol- | B. Whaevas ote and 
ars. One such scholar was Fr. Manuel Blanco. нота ; 
According to Fr. Pedro Gallendes article on В М 
this priestscholar, Blanco was bom on Ё 2 
November 24, 1779 in the Spanish province [# P gesamt 8! ани 
of Zamora, and came to the archipelagoasan Й 
‘Augustinian priest in 1805. D unten conet 
His fascination for our plants became a life- B 4. Maroon 5. даса 
long scientific devotion. He was assigned to. B 8. Hoobastank, mesus 
such towns as Angat in Bulacan, as well as B 6: minuy of Sound mars 
Batangas, Bauan and San Jose in Batangas. M EY 
He also stayed in Parañaque. His last assign- о you reas? 
ment was the monastery in Guadalupe (Yes, fi A- Newspaper and noveis Regulahhh 
in what is presently the infamous traffic бос. M 8- Idependent tes 
tleneck on Edsa!). He died in 1845. Т Е 
‘Some books characterize the Spanish friars 
as ruthless and uncaring. In contrast, Blanco M ном do you tke your steak? 
is said to have been, “a man meticulousin the Ё ^. Wel-done Мо sugahhh 
performance of his duties... He was a model B 8. Rate е 


priest, teacher and healer of sorts..." 
He did much ofhis research inthe forestsof B O- ‘ont «8 Sea 
Bulacan and Batangas. He also established Ё what is your dreem сез phone? 


botanical study gardens in Intramuros. Aside Bj A. The ess complcsted the beier Cherry wildahhh 
from researching on plants, Blanco was also ff 8. Semelmag inst no one else nas 
tending Oe neas ois posh He sf © loa t gamas ard инт 
credited with the building of San Jose Church — 
асо wei ий энен sod Is oue ab ee азиза 
the most beautiful in the province today. 

Gallende notes that the first edition of | Whats you aream car? 
Blanco's book ("Flora de Filipinas") was pub- гацаа or ener 
lished in 1837. Other editions came oxt in B g SN 
1845 and in 1883. A recent edition was Bà € Boote 
brought out by Fr Gallende in 1993. б. Porsene 
Pocket parks tetro pose yur yearbook 

1 hear that Fr. Blanco's garden on the 
so m Rea бб ne tne demnm onmes 
хей, Don't you wish that more gardens were LES 
established in other towns to honor this man, зт out 
‘who was so dedicated to our country? B с. Yourealy dont care 


‘These pocket parks could be tourist attrac- Glamorous, asmost t 
tions in Bauan, San Jose, Parafiaque, etc and pec le dt 
filled with the kind of plants that the good fri 
ar studied. Such parks wouldnotjustbesanc- № sow, the tun pat. Belomis an essessment 
tuaries from the pressures of contemporary [B ef your personasy role Find out ми 


life, but could also be venues for scientific pod ng eter ^ — 
studies, with small exhibits and maybe even fj Sbove. Аз з bons icol m 
learning kiosks where young people can re- В Saanu yoo Ager es nete smog 
view ecological issues while becoming reac- Ё txe grabbing a Coke that resesh yoo 
quainted with the joys of our plant world. the way you wert о. 

1 hope that such gardens will be more free- 


flowing and not be so stiff and manicured. № Mostly A's 


There ba tendeny to cam our public spaces | aus sic Everyone tds и 


oe 
with cement walks, cement posts, cement [B most evenbocy You and i easy lo gel 
pavilions and cement benches, In the end, (| nev frends чо ву the mosi woh 
there is more concrete than plants or even soil. pisces: 


Tn contrast, traditional Filipino gardens BÀ оре youre the ne Reta Cole. 

were usually very casual, comfortable affairs, ee cael 

with fruit rees, patches ofbaresoil, no lawns, @ 1 075 met everyone has авуз loved 

easy-to-care-for but colorful plants like gu- B Mostly B's 

 mamelas and santan. "Youre on the wid side. You ixe to explore 
‘An example of a wonderful old-fashioned [Ж new places. and you love ine outdoors. 

cu ion in expermenting, 

garden is that of the 19th-century Villavicen- В reds азуу жни nel eres 

Чо house in Taal, Batangas, now managed by B sometuag dared feo. 

my friend Baby Quiblat and her family: It even 4 

has a winding path made ofa kind of maroon M tfysuwerea Coke, you'd be Chanty Coke, 


gravel. There are no new-fangled plants. | M Thees ahays a cheny wig sae m yout 
think it is precisely when gardensare allowed @ mosity c's 
to just be—to breathe, to unravel and sway Щ Youve gat a tt going tor you caz youve 
wit the wind, instead of being confined п Ж gott ust ngm You ums see tha in, 
cement and constantly trimmed—that they ings. ous. 
become such centers of the spirit. degree Puy TES samo we 
‘One ofthe things that Fr. Blanco's book was j 
famous for was its lavish illustrations. These | Youre aetnsey a Vanita Coke-youhave 
beautiful plates of local plants were actually [f sithe пун touch of vanie. 
made by many well-known Philippine s 
painters from that period. Eventually the in- 8 Vesti sopristicatea. You aways 
dividuallyllusttated pages became collec. B зле to mprove yourser. Yeu go tothe 
tors items. Many well-appointed homes Ё gym et nagany fod. because you ом 
would have the elegantly framed plates deco- В бойо good for you. Youre a New Age 
rating heir walls и 
“These paintings or plates of fora are some- B coke зом best sats you isthe same 
times referred to as botanicals. What is their Ж Core od vorniess nan t сайте, t's good 
attraction? Of course, a flower is always love- M for you. 


ly to look at Yet there is more to our attrac- 
tion to plants. I think рап of the explanation 
has to do with the sheer beauty of plant 
forms. 
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Twin bill of sensitive art 


By Araceli Limcaco-Dans 
Contributor 


WO sensitive and highly 

talented artists, Aladin 

Antiquefio and Azor 
Pazcoguin, will launch a joint 
art exhibit on Sept. 24, 6:30 
p.m., at the Renaissance Art 
Gallery, 4/L, Building A, SM 
Megamall in Edsa, Mandaluy- 
ong City. Honored guests will 
be Cecilia Bulaong Garrucho, 
Alden Castañeda and Alwin S. 
Sta. Rosa. 
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Antiqueño’s paintings exude the sim- 
plicity, innocence, curiosity and play- 
fulness of children, Watching the chil- 
dren at play after their school hours in 
his hometown in. Bacoor, Cavite re- 
minds him of his own childhood, when 
he was painfully shy, deeply sensitive 
and elusive, 

‘Antiquefio is the youngest of seven 
children. A Bachelor of Fine Arts gradu- 
ate from the Philippine Women's Uni- 
versity Institute of Fine Arts and De- 
sign, he has won over 10 awards in local 
art competitions, including First Prize 
in the Shell National Competition for 
Students. He held his first solo exhibit 
at the British Council in 2000. 

Аза child, he viewed the role of men 

аз the protector of women. 
But as Antiquefio grew old- 
er, he became less idealistic. 
‘Today, in his frustration, he 
paints what he feels the 
world should be. 

In his painting, "Sal- 
абау” he depicts the ab- 
stract feelings of agitation 
and fright of a young boy 
carried piggyback by his re- 
assuring and protective sis- 
ter.In this realistic painting, 
Antiqueño shows two con- 
trasting expressions and the 
abstract qualities of shield- 
ing a helpless victim with 
courage andlove. - 

‘Antiquefio's paintings of 
children are extraordinary. 
The skin tones, the back- 
yard setting of banana 
leaves, the Philippine sun- 
light, | the extraordinary 
composition are elements 
that are not to be over 
looked. In orchestrating his 
sensitive renditions, he sub- 
limates one's senses into 
the noble basics: virtues of 
protectiveness, sharing and 


Aladin Antiqueno 
and Azor Pazcoguin 
continue their 
explorations of 
everyday humanity 
in their forthcoming 
joint exhibit at 
Renaissance Art 
Gallery 


love, 

These are abstract qualities that, for 
а realistic painter to ably express, is 
quite a feat. In the same light, the view- 
er can easily identify with the meaning- 
ful moments expressed by Antiquefio's 
paintings as indeed, very Filipino, 


Sacred process 

‘When he first started out, Pazcoguin 
thought of the simplest subject to 
paint—fruits. He painted fruits that 
were in season, such as guavas, or- 
anges, star apples and mangoes, paint 
ing each in ой on small canvases. 

‘As he painted, the physical therapist- 
turned-painter would analyze the mix- 
ture of colors, the color tones, the tex- 
ture of an orange rind in contrast with 
its edible contents. Then, he would 
mentally visualize his own sense of 
taste to "see" with the mind's eye 
whether the orange was sweet or sour. 

‘As Pazcoguin continued to paint the 
orange, he would also project his sense 
of touch, smell and taste. This enabled 
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“KAPATID sa Hanapbuhay,” by Azor Pazcoguin 


him to synchronize the paint brush he 
held, mixing it with the oil pigments be- 
fore him and transferring the colors to 
the canvas. The metamorphosis of an 
idea, the orchestration of one's senses, 
the projection of an artist's emotions 
onto the canvas and his handling of pig- 
ments—the creative process—are sa- 
cred moments for this artist 

When Pazcoguin gained a certain 
amount of self-confidence, he ad- 
vanced to painting landscapes with pas- 
toral scenes with cows, chickens and 
domestic animals. He moved on, finally, 
to painting human figures, more aware 
now of anatomical proportion, perspec- 
tive and scaling. He also learned to ex- 
press the illusion of advancing and re 
ceding colors, until he discovered the 
reflection of our brilliant Philippine 
sun. 

Pazcoguin has joined over 10 group 
exhibits in the last five years, including. 
one in New York. He paints eight to 14 
hours daily. 

He feels there is still so much to learn 


in the field of the visual arts. At present, 
he is focused on painting the masa per- 
forming manual labor, such as men car- 
rying heavy loads on their backs and 
women vendors selling wares along 
sidewalks. 

He feels the energy and sweat of the 
laboring class is deeply appreciative of 
the dignity of labor and laments the 
great disparity in the distribution of 
‘wealth. Portraying the pulse and spirit 
ofa nation at hard labor, he hopes that 
future generations will appreciate and 
treasure what these men represent. 

For the past four years, An 
and Pazcoguin have actively participat- 
ed in art workshops with their group of 
artists comprising Araceli Limcaco 
Dans, Angelo Baldemor, Joven Ignacio, 
Felipe Mayoya, Tito Sanchez and Janice 
Young. 


The exhibit will run until Oct. 4 and 
will benefit the Philippine General Hospi- 
tal Ward for Adults. Call Renaissance 
Gallery at 6373101. 


rar 


FEP wë une nee mts ann ра Шаа, рл Somin Lagona Susi pad PDA Man ans 
bean Cab Da dc es ans Toss 


CERTE Pro Pas areas n Cap 

Милн Pao. apps Cy Та (3 MENO wT 

(ates ja 

DAVAO FE Pr Pres bep, Вр ш Wa Ront 

dar Tv Bei Cota penen os 
nn 


sa pera. 


Pera ang bunga sa recycling! 
Kaya't ipagbili sa amin ang 
inyong mga lumang newspaper 
at tabloid. Makiisa sa pagligtas 
ng mga puno sa kagubatan, 
Nakatulong Ка na, kikita ka ра! 
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FR. MANUEL Blanco 


Of plants 
and painters 


From page CI 


why itis so pleasant to contemplate the differ- 
ent compartments of a chambered nautilus. 
‘There is a rhythm to the way the compart- 
ments increase in size. 

Presumably, each time we admire a botani- 
cal print on the wall, we are really mesmer 
ized by the beauty of the perfect proportions 
ога plant, lea, fruit or flower—which in tum. 
are the reflections of the order of the uni- 
verse. 

One can also say that а flower painting in- 
troduces a bright, refreshing spot in even the 
most dreary room. In a way, people who toil 
to nurture little gardens in the squalor of our. 
cities are like soldiers battling against ugli- 
mess. Hooray to all those women and men 
throughout the country who, even as I write. 
this, are planting little beds in dry, abandoned 
lots or caring for flowers in a rusty can! 

One such artist who has quite admirably 
carried out the tradition of botanical illustra- 
tion is Dindon Cordova. Dindon is a native of. 
Pasay. Having first tried his hand at advertis- 
ing, he finally found his calling in botanicals. 

His many paintings are painstakingly 
drawn—delicate, yo full of the energy of cre- 
ation. He has done many works for our family. 
He even created lovely murals for my parents 
home in Mindoro. To achieve a high degree of 
accuracy, Dindon will patiently wait for a 
plant to bein season or to bear fruit, so that he. 
can render its beauty in detail 

When you ask him why he has chosen his 
field of art, he sometimes points out that he is 
helping preserve our botanical heritage, 
Many of the plants he is painting are ap- 
proaching extinction. 

1 suppose, in this way, Dindon is very much 
following in the footsteps of that great botanist 
and hero, Р: Blanco, who has so selflessly docu: 
‘mented our countrys plant treasures. 


For questions and comments, email 
beartist@filipinaslibrary.org.ph or address let 
ter to Filipinas Heritage Library, Makati Avez 
Avala Triangle. Makati City 


, 
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ADDIE Sycip Cukingnam is hoiding 
a solo exhibit, "Alay ni Addie sa Alay 
Kapwa,” tomorrow at the lobby of 
Carlos P. Romulo Auditorium at 
RCBC Plaza, Makati. Cukingnam will 
donate all the proceeds of her exhibit 
to Alay Kapwa Kris- 
tiyaning Komunidad 
and Millennium Foun- 
dation. Call 8857811/ 
8451139. 


CARLOS Rocha mounts his exhibit 
“Life and Color" on Oct. 3-31 at 
Nicotina Garden Pavilion, Roxas 
В. Pasay City. The show features 
paintings and sculptures. Call 
55179061007. 


DANTE Castillo captures folksy Fil- 
pino scenes and stl life with а con- 
trast of light and shadow in "Pure. 
Light." The exhibitis ongoing untir 
Sept. 22 а! Gallery 139, 3, Gloriet- 
a4, Ayala Center, Makati. 


HIRAYA Gallery mounts Fi 
Delacruz's "Outcries" until Oct. 5 at 
530 UN Ave., Ermita, Manila. The 
idyllic beauty which circles the lives 
of ethnic tribes is caught with nos- 
talgia and angst in the mezzotints of 
Delacruz, who visited the Manobos 
ot Kalamansig, Sultan Kudarat, for 
three years. 


THE DRAWING Room presents 

Lush” on Sept. 25-Oct. 19 at the 
G/F; Metrostar Building, 1007 
Metropolitan Ave., Makati. The ex- 
hibit features the new works of Noel 
Cuizon, Kiko Escora, Alfred Esquillo, 
Karen Flores, Tita Lim and Claire- 
бупп Uy. Their creations consist of 
ой on canvas, paper, plastic and ob- 
jects. Сай 8977877/ 8976990. 


PETE Jimenez, advertising execu- 
tive-slash-sculptor, presents 

"Wired his sixth one-man show at 
the West Gallery in SM Megamall. 
The show runs until Oct. 5. West 
Gallery is at the Art Walk, 4/L, SM 
Megamall A, Mandaluyong City. Call 
6341284. 


"EARLY Spring Morning’ 
Cukingram 
i GALERIA de las Islas mounts 


ViSUAL ARTS 
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LIFESTYLE 


Cukingnam at RCBC Plaza, 
Rocha at Nicotina Pavilion - 


“Buhay Pinoy sa Kahoy” by Frank 
Galo and Fred Lava, until Sept. 28 at 
the 3/F, Silahis Center, 744 Gen. Lu- 
na St, intramuros, Manila. The ex- 
hibit features the artists recent 
works using Philippine hardwood in 
rendering Philip- 
pine scenes, genre 
figures and ref- 
giousicons. 


THE CULTURAL Conter of the. 
Philippines’ Main Gallery features 
the most outstanding works of Paci- 
ta Abad until Oct. 31. The exhibit 
“Circles in My Mind” showcases the 
techniques of lithography, reliet 
printing, screen-printing and hand- 
colored paper pulp. 


THE MUSEUM of De La Salle Uni- 
versity-Manila mounts “Moving 
Art” until Dec. 10. The exhibitis a 
showcase of artwork rendered in the. 
expressionist tradition. It features 
the works of Botong Francisco, Ben- 
cab, Femando Modesto, Solomon 
‘Saprid, Cesar Legaspi, Fernando Zo- 
bel, Roberto Chabet, Lao Lian Ben, 
‘Jose Joya, Anita Magsaysay-Ho, 
Hernando Ocampo and Manuel Ro- 
sriguez. Сай 5244611. 


VICTOR Michael Bella introduces, 
bis glow-in-the-dark art through a 
display at Costas Antiquas Gallery, 
located at the 3/F, Art Space, Glorietta 
4, The artworkis dubbed "King Nep- 
tune's Bubbles.” which features sea 
creatures encapsulated in bubbles. 


‘SOME 200 Europeans and friends. 
‘of Europe in the Philippines turned 
toartin celebration of Europe Day. 
‘The head ofthe delegation of the Eu- 
тореап Commission to the Philip- 
pines, Ambassador Jan de Kok was 
Joined by European ambassadors 
and consuls and Pia Rivera, a Fi- 
pino artist who studied Indepen- 
dent Study in Art from the Instituto 
d'Arte Lorenzo de Mediciin Fio- 
тепсе, tay, in puting their hand im- 
prints using acrylic in varying colors 
to make up an artwork dubbed 
"United in Diversity—EU Enlarge- 
 ment—2004." 


Art demo 
Jor kids 


NATIONAL Book Store launches a new 
craft magazine called Disneys Art At- 
tack, а take-off from the popular Disney 
Channel show with the same name. 

For the mags launch, parents with chil- 
dren who love arts and crafts are invited to 
а demonstration of fun craft activities for 
kids, where they can learn new and excit- 
ing ideas to stimulate their creativity. 

“The craft demonstrations will be held 3- 
5 pm.on Sept. 25 in NBS-Glorietta, Oct. 3 
in the Edsa Shangri-La Plaza branch and 
Оа. 9 in the Quezon Avenue branch, 

Meanwhile, NBS also introduces Chi- 
nese thankyou cards by Hallmark called 
"Oriental Expressions" 

Express yourself with the simplicity and 
elegance of the east, specifically through 
these cards that bear delicate designs such 
as gold Chinese characters embossed on а 
red cover. Inside are heartwarming mes- 
sages meant to convey your gratitude for 
the recipient’ thoughtfulness. 

‘Available in all NBS outlets nationwide. 


THE PILL & 
WEIGHT 
GAIN 


What's the Truth?f iw 

ac 
Many women continue to Беемо that hormonal 
Contraceptives cause weight gain. However, 
latest evidence (Galo, e al. 2004) has confirmed 
thal there Is no association between the use 
of low dose combined oral contraceptives 
and weight gain, 


Sadiy, weight gain Is a trend as wo age. The 
rate al which the body burns up calories 
decreases at approximately 2 % por decade 
after 18 years of age. Al the same timo, many 
‘women also tend to become less activo as they 
get older, and est more 


However, the critical issue Is whether tho Pill 
increases the natural age-related weight gain 
hat many women wil experience. Recent clinical 
‘lusies show that here Б no association between 
weight change and low dose hormonal 
Contraceptive use. Weight gain has been 
observed in the past with older pills containing 
high ovals ol Ethinylastradio (EE), but is clearly 
not apparent with ow dose pils ke the combined 
ога! pils containing 20meg Ethinylestradi (EE) 
+ 150meg Desogestrel (DSG). 


In tact, studies examining weight gain in women 
using the 2omenEE + 150mg OSG (Serfaty, et 
al. 1998; Lavin, et al. 2002) showed a negligible: 
effect оп body welght. Researchers have 
therefore suggested that i! weight change does 
‘occur during any hormonal contraceptive use 

Whether gain or loss factors such as exercise, 
eating patterns and lifestyle changes should 
bbe examined. They are more likely to be the 


in addition, a true minority of women may be 
particularly sensitive to estrogen's fuid retention 
емес, and may therefore experience water 
retention during hormonal contraceptive uso. 
These women should be advised 1o take a 
hormonal contraceptive containing the lowest 
possible dose of estrogen like the 20megEE + 
160тсд DSG or an estrogen-tree contraceptive 
pill containing 75meg Desogestrel. These 
products can be bought In leading drugstore 

nationwide wih a prescription and doctors advice 


should be sought 


For questions, please consult 
your doctor or email: 
mercilon@organon ph 

Or tox to 0917-8523350 

Or send your letters to: 
ORGANON PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Sth Floor Feliza Bldg. 

#108 VA. Rufino St 

Legaspi Vilage, Makati Ct (1280) 
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IF SOMEONE YOU ARE CARING 
FOR HAS SPECIAL DIETARY 
NEEDS, BUILD THEIR 
STRENGTH WITH NUTREN. 


we 


нар 
ам 


set 


When youre locking after a loved one's particular needs, you become 
aware of how things can suddenly change. 


Now, thelr current medical condition prevents them from being as 
заме as they once were. 


Bring back the spark and energy into their ives with a better way of 
caring, One that can make them feel stronger everyday. 


Nutren В а delicious meal replacement product and supplement in 
powder form а breakthrough from the Nestié Research Center in 
Switzerland. Known and prescribed by doctors, ren provides support. 
for medical conditions where the role of nutrition Is vital. In itself, 
Natren is more than a complete meal since it contains whey plus ай 
of the essential nutrients, vitamins and minerals in every glass. 


їп fact, Nutren contains at least 3 times more whey protein than 
any other commercially-prepared food product or homemade 
alternative. Whey protein has been dinically proven to: 


«help maintain muscle mass throughout 
aging and repair body tissues! 


Тибет, 
та 
+ help boost the Immune system by | 
raising leves of glutathione (an anti- | мазето | tow 
oxidant), thereby helping reduce the 
risk of infection’ 


With Nutren, you can give the best and complete care possible, 
‘making everyday a special one to look forward to. 


FEEL STRONGER EVERYDAY 


Enter The Columns, Ayala Avenue. There 
ate a lot of other condos out there boasting 
of features and amenities, but none of them 
ave what The Columns has: the invaluable 
convenience and cachet of a special loca- 
tion, an Ayala Avenue address, 
The Columns is designed for what its de- 
veloper, an Ayala company, Community In- 
ovations, Inc., calls the young urban 
achievers, who have their urban lifestyle in 
‘common. The Columns is designed to be a | 
ifestyle. 
"The Columns will nev- 
long commute to work. 
yad, they can just walk. 
Allof Ayala Avenue is down their street. 
The convenience is a dream come true. A 
pair of young college grads work late hours at a call center 
їп one of the skyscrapers on Ayala Avenue. Commutes to 
and from work can be risky at the hours they keep. If they 
pooled their resources and bought a studio unit at The 
Columns-easily affordable especially with СИ co-owner- 
ship pricing plan-they not only could make it home 
at three in the morning, they could sleep in ший t 
minute. The same goes for the office profession 
thrives on coming to work early and staying late 
the executive who likes the feel of living wher 


is. The luxury of prox 
imity belongs to those 
whose home i min 
тез away from work: 
the luxury of residents 
at The Columns, Ayala 
Avenue. 

None of this urban 
giving up the comforts 
of home. For the past 
year since its launch, 
‘The Columns has been 
rightfully proud of its 
resortlike amenities: 
їз © seventh-floor 
Recreation Club, ће resort in the sky with 

its swimming pools and fitness center and jogging path, its 
sunny patio and children's playground, Из barbecue pits 
and meeting places. It will make a new statement in casual 
dining in its Ground Floor, wher 

‘up shop: the perfect place to hang out amid тее 


ias and greenery. Every unit, from a studio to a 
edroom home, offers copious natural light and air, privacy 
and comfort, and all those excellent amenities. 

Plus, it's managed by the о 


the folks who keep the Ayala malls pristine and the 
luxury apartments and villages in the peak of comfort. And 
it is backed by е country’s most respected real estate de- 
veloper, Ayala Land. 

"Working hard is the surest way to success. Living in the 
city doesn't have to be as hard. ИЗ easy at The Columns, 
Ayala Avenue. 

For inquiries, you may call 750-0471 or 750-0484 or 
email — ciisales@ayalaland.comph 
wiwwthecolumns.com ph. Model units are available for. 
viewing at the 3rd Floor Glorieta 3, Ayala Center. 


* | BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


WHATS within five minutes of The Columns, Ayala Av- 
enue? Everything the city has to offer, that's what, 

The Columns, ће hip hi-rise condo complex from an 
Ayala company, Community Innovations, Inc., is planted 
right оп the cusp of the dynamic business and entertain- 
ment hubs of Makati Сиу. After all, with an Ayala Avenue 
address-your address, should you choose to live the 
what else should you expect? 

^ total of 175 office buildings are within five minutes 
from The Columns, Ayala Avenue. That’s 175 single struc- 
tures housing hundreds of businesses, offices, and com- 
panies. Banks, travel agencies, media, investing, and the а 
local headquarters of multinational conglomerates, are 
practically just outside The Columns doorstep. ‘That 
could be your doorstep. 

Almost ай the ones in Makati are within minutes from 
The Columns, That means those hassling commutes can 
be reduced toa nice walk. If you know how Makati traffic 
goes, you know the convenience of walking to and from 
work is practically priceless. 

Dozens of international embassies are in the neighbor- 
hood, for everyone looking to travel for fun or enterprise. 
As for services, they're all there, from the most important: 
Makati Medical Center, one of the best hospitals in the 
country, is right across the imersection from The 
Columns o the most recreational: golf centers, spas, fit- 
ness centers, driving ranges and more. Not to mention 


THE COLUMNS, Ayala Avenue, the hirise Makati condominium 
from an Ayala company, Com nnovations Ine., now offers 

‘exciting new option to its flexible payment schemes: co-own- 
ership. 

With co-ownership, two or more in 
together to shoulder the ir studio, one-bedroom, or 
two-bedroom unit at The Columns, Under this option, buyers can 
obtain a studio a the chic residential development for as low as 
Php 11.000/month! 

Along with co-o 


ей parties can band 


nership, The Columns also offers exible 


is such as the Ateneo Law School & School of Busi- 
De La Salle Graduate School of Business, Don Bosco 
ту, and churches like St. Andrew, Shrine of the Sa- 
Heart and Greenbelt Chapel, ай within walking dis- 
fom The Columns. 
[bat about fun? Jupiter Street, with its restaurants, 
cubs, and high-end art and design showrooms, is a 
‘drive behind The Columns. Head down Ayala Av 
and hang a right on Makati Avenue, and there's Ау 
[ме from the multitude of shopping experiences of. 
[ta to the massive block of The Landmark to the 
[twinning garden oasis of Greenbelt-with the best 
as in town and a thriving new center for nightlife 
[is bars, restauranes, and clubs. Hang a left, and con- 
‘on to the neon streets and hotspots along Kalayaan 
[i all these at your feet-again, literally at your fee: 
fan walk to almost anywhere in Legazpi and Salcedo 
es from The Columns, if you wanted to-you might 
ant to stay at home. But you should. And not just for 
rightly lit rooms and corridors, so revolutionary 
Jared to your stereotypical city condo. 
тез why: а seventh-floor open-air Recreation Club 
the equivalent of a club membership, with an inte 
а suite of amenities the completeness of which cant 
lund in any other comparable residential develop 
in Makati. А fitness center for those days when you 


payment schemes for investors and interested buyers. These pay 
ment plans all feature low amortization rates, low downpayment 
terms, and personal service in assembling а scheme that's just Makati With its new co 

tion, И now becomes one of the most affordable, and 
offers опе of the best valued opportunities in Metro 


right for the buyer. 


These flexible schemes, and now the new option of co-owner- 


just don’t want to get out to work out. A game room with a 

swimming pools for 

gs for the kids, how 8 
about a daycare center and safery-conscious play- 


minitheatre system. Of со 
grownups and kids. Speaking of th 


around? Add a jogging path and it’s an all-in-one 
getaway seven storeys above the city traffic and an 
elevator ride from your front door. 

The Columns will also create a new epicen 
ter for hanging out and coming together. ts 
Ground Floor is designed to house al-fresco 
dining and cafés. You can expect the usual 
suspects to be the coffeehouses at the 
feet of The Columns three rowers. Plus 
a mini-grocer for residents who need 
to graba quick item or two, a laundry 
serviceall surrounded by friendly 
‘wee shaded plazas and gardens. 

CI is now offering the ultimate. 
chance to become part of this irre- 
sistible “vertical village.” Buyers 
who wish to seize this final oppor- 
tunity to enter into the good life at 
The Columns, Ayala Avenue are 
able to avail of special Zero 
Downpayment schemes. 

Iit sounds like an entire world 
in microcosm, that’s what its 
‘meant tobe: as close to having ev- 

'erything at hand as you can get, at 
а price range within your grasp. 
‘With all the perks and peace of 
mind of living in a property con- 
ceived, constructed, managed and 
supported by Community Innova 
tions and its parent, Ayala Land. 

The Columns, Ayala Avenue. I's 
right thereto get everywhere. 

Interested to live in The Columns? Call 
7500471 or 7500484 or email cii 
sales@ayalalandeomph ог visit 
wuwthecolumns.comph, Model units are 
available for viewing at the 3rd Foor Glorieta 
3, Ayala Center 


tynient Schenn 
The Columns, Avala Avenue has а 


ship, are a trademark of Community Innovations’s commitment Manila. 


to the young urban achieve. I you work in the Makati central 


business district and you want a stylish home both at 


close 1o work, The Columns is the ideal choice. I's табе го теі wwwithecolumns.com.ph 


Your needs and surpasses your expec 


bleand or email cirsales@ 


become one of the honest properties in 
vnership payment op- 


Want to live in The Columns? Call 750-0471 or 
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COMMUNITY 


INNOVATIONS INC. 


Community Innovations, Inc. (Ctl) is 
dedicated to creating vibrant communities. 
designed for the lifestyles of young urban. 
achievers in Metro Manila and beyond. 
| Whether in a suburban subdivision or an 
| urban tower, СИ! aims to create places 
where gracious living, neighborliness and 


affirmed. СИ achieves this through master. 
planning and innovation, and offers its 
products at affordable price points and 
flexible payment terms, Аз an Ayala 
company, СИ combines forward-thinking 
concepts with the tried-and-tested 
reputation of the nation's most respected 


В 


COMMUNITY 


INNOVATIONS INC. 
An AYALA Company 


humanistic values are respected and real estate developer. 


Its Ground Floor provides the perfect place 
to hang out with its coffee bars, al fresco 
ining, and plazas, as well as offering stores 
| Rising оп Ayala and services for residents. 
‘Avenue is Cll's most 

exciting urban project, 
the three-tower 
condominium 
complex called The 
Columns, Ayala 
Avenue. 


Located at the intersection of Ayala Avenue 
and Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, The Columns 
places the whole of the Makati central 
business district at its doorstep. The young 
urban professionals who work in Мака 
financial, commercial and ser 

won't 
investment within five mir 


workplace. 


At the top of its seven-storey podium, The 
Columns sports a Recreational Club packed 
with amenities for the whole family Swimming 
pools for the grownups and the kids, a jogging 
path high above the city streets, function 
rooms and outdoor event space, a daycare 
‘center and playground, a finess center, дате 
тоот and more - all integrated into a leisure 
experience that's like owning а club 
membership. 


АА 


The Columns, Ayala Avenue has 1 ай, alin 
опе place, right in the middle of Makati 


Cli launched other develop: 
Verdana Village Center пог 
Verdana Homes, and Verdana Homes 
Mamplasan, the installment of tne Месала 
Homes brand al the gateway to the Ayala 
South. And СИ in tana 

Ayata Land reaches a gh state of gran- 
with Serendra at the For 


Cll made its reputation with the 
runaway success of Verdana Homes 
along Daang Hari road in Bacoor. 
Faithful to its mission to build 
communities for young urban achievers, 


VerdanalHomes УегдлпА Потез, 
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FOXTROT BYBILLAMEND А.ШРІЧ BY JESS ABRERA 
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WHAT'S Wet AFTER MOM GROOMED MAPAPANSIN МО: илл KAILANGANG. 
ТОМЕ ME OONN, MESEUSH ЭМ 
Se AS FOLL OF HAIR о АМА оу HIKAYATIN NATIN ANG 


BINCSENT (53 GUBYERNO NA MAG = 
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К. 
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BABY BLUES 
os бмр eine? 


MARVIN 


BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


IMA LET ME 
FLYING SEE YouR 
Ф, SQUIRREL! LICENSE. 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


‘Look, wegoy! IActUALLY | THeRe Аве ACHALLY PeoPLe | мень, Not ALL tHe time ON \ 

Got ORDERS FoR мч FAN | WHo ARE WILLING te РАЧ огней paus THe4 PREFER +» 
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BY DANIEL SHELTON 


HOROSCOPE 
BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


‘YOU BORN TODAY: You are a producer. You can run or manage any situation. You understand the needs of a group, and you 
Know how to get others to cooperate, You can repair things, and you can repair relationships. (You're very clever and practi- 
cal) You understand people because you observe them. This year could be one of the mast powertl years of your lie. 
Birthdate of: Sophia Loren, actress; Gary Cole, actor; ell Roll Morton, musician. 


ARIES (March 21 to April GEMINI (May 21 to June LEO (July 2310 A 
е 19): Today and tomorrow. 20): Your plans connect- 22): Money is power. It's 
you'll feet unusually opti- 'ed with home, family and also energy. Today you're 


istic about your job. realestate are expansive in touch wth this princi- 
You see ways to improve. and optimistic right now. ple. You see what you 
things and make yourself more роро- You're riding high! You can pullot can achieve through the power of 
lar with everyone. Yay! what you want to do. Dream big. money (especialy wien youre ge 
erous with 
TAURUS (April 20 0 CANCER (June 21 to July MIKROKOSMOS BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 
May 20}: You ve got big 22); You're so comine- 
ideas about vacations, ing today, you can knock 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. А NG , NG Е 
theater. he entertain people offeret Your 6 ЖКте тшп ANG HALIMBAW OLANONG NA- ISIPIN MO YUNE Тру NA! TAMA NA! 


AND Now. 


+ TIC KAKATAKOT Л ANAK МО IPAG- 
ment business, the hos- upbeat enthusiasm lets Me today and tomorrow. ©-МО. АХ КАМАП \РА‹ 
industry andedacating ehi you sell, market inuence. teach. J Tars because chy МА HINALUAN Ne © рим? UUNI KAY NAKAKATAKOT 
ive aso got рр goa about write and persuade everyone you т — LAMI NG ISPA! Альт! TAPoS тырт 
Sporis. Go with your gul! meet обу. (Walch out worl!) the Sun. Ths gwes you basterous зной 
energy and lots of confidence. thew 


m 
DaiLY CROSSWORD ^ Parone 


‘sons, you're starting to 
‘ACROSS FTT FTT = see the value of taking 
1 бау fime o watch the grass 
5 Омз outburst ‘grow and to smeli the roses. Life's 
9 ‘базам hustle and bustle can make you miss 
rector the only thing you have—the present. 
14 Eurasian deer moment 
15 dane Austen 
тое 


16 Kind of acid i SCORPIO (Oct. 2310 
17 Miners rocks T т е Nov. 21): Group activites 


та Holcay song are extremely successtul 
ы today. Accept all init 
обу ио tions. Join cubs, organi- 
21 Eatwood i zations and committees. attend con- 
за Fruty cooal ferences, Taik to friends about your 
25 Pracice boning dreams for the tuture. 

26 онаа 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
= mo angore o Dec. 21): People think 
37 Буп b уюте the cat's pajamas 
38 Frequent, in {day t looks te you've 
verso = — gotitall This isa good 
зэ Prato a plane time to swing big deals and star new 
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пона ар look exciting. Ditto for $15127 LAHAT ЯНЬ. 
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‘Veg islands lotress philosophy, religion and politics get 
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Я уо 
St Meccan 11 German pont томе п everything! 

тоза Шел 
прен эта 
ба Embree 18 Ас Caboun 
3 Dedares 21 Horred pets 
б Gravy semer 2 O the eyes 
рош 24 Weekday abor. 
Fi 21 von New Ме 
BT A kew 


І 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Today and to- 
PD morrow are extremely 
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“THE ANTING-ANTING transforms from a small medallion worn to life 
around the neck to giant, talismanic proportions зз і emblazoned 
on the front ofa T-shirt, possibly to ward off larger evils from its 


Everyday = 


Pinoy 
culture 
writ large 


T'S a common misconception 
that preserving cultural her- 
itage happens within a vacu- 

um. 

Preserving old buildings or historic 
towns as monuments is pointless when dai- 
ly life is excluded from the heritage struc- 
tures. Heritage goes beyond old buildings, 
historic towns and traditional landscapes. 
Ir includes the visual arts, musie, literature 
and crafts. Fashion, cuisine and even our 
politieal and social history are part of her- 
itage as well 

The ordinary is heritage, too. What we 
see as ordinary, everyday street life is a re- 
fection of our shared heritage that is the 
basis of our unmistakable Pinoy identity. 


Brilliant color 

Prints by Ofelia Gelvezón Téqui (on view 
until Oet, Sat the Hie 
raya Gallery 530 UN 
Ae, imis, Mani PRIDE 
ia) seize images from 
оке memo. OF PLACE 
fy to show that tradi- "9 
ton does providethe = PE $ 
basis for us to make 
sense of our turbu- : 

Tent present Ў 

The imagery of her 3 Р 
Some of the. dee 
Seated currents in AMguslo E 
the Pinoy collective Villalon 
memory, particularly ———-— 
Christian and. folk religious beliefs. AL- 
though the images are rooted in the past, 
nostalgia is absent from her work, which i 
Skilfuly executed in brilliant colarviscos- 
Y, 

The other misconception that she dis- 
proves is that culture В for the elite. Her 
[mages—among them  amtinpontinps, 
Madonnas, pinball machines —are all ev: 
eryday objects that are part of che lives of 
fhe ordinary Pinoy. She digs imo this eclee 
Че store of tradicional Pinoy folk imagery 
and surfaces with incisive social commen- 
tary on our present situation. 

While each day brings our present na- 
tional situation closer toward Doomsday, 
her sense of humor diffuses the situation, а 
reaction typical of Pinoys when faced with 
difficulesiuations. 

"The childlike simplicity of her poly 
chromed Madonnas cradling fat babies re- 
mind one of centuries of blind Filipino 
faith that the Blessed Virgin will always 
work miracles for those who believe. 

"The anting-anting takes on new mean- 
ing. No longer an amulet to hang around 
the neck, the iem is blown up, enlarged 
and stretched to take over entire T-shirt 
fronts. Thus, Gelvezón Téqui transforms it 
into а bigger, improved talisman with In- 
creased protective power for ts bearer: 

Нег series of pinball machines promise 
heavenly rewards for those who have taken 
the time to acquire the skill to overcome 
the uncertainty ofthe game. Dropping an- 
other coin into the slot instantly offers a 
Second chance, Nothing is ever ost 


Redemption and resilience 

The theme running through her work is 
that redemption is always at hand, and 
that the Pinoy always bounces back. 

AS the exhibition notes state: "The 
proverbial resilience of the modern Fil 
ipinos during times of crisis is the pièce de 
résistance in the humor and wit of the 
graphic works of Ofelia Gelvezón Téqui. 

“In her earlier prints, she sets a subjec- 
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Gelvezón 
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prints 
bring our 
collective 
memories 
and shared 
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pursuing our individual paths to get there. 


HOME is where we all want to be in the end, after 


You reach an age when you desire 
the best comfort and protection. 


А зе males us crave for better quality of life- one that is marked 
with absolute security, contentment and a lasting assurance of being 
valued and cared for. However, incontinence alters one's sense of 
security, if not for the assurance of a protective partner. TENA has 
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Designed with a dual-core technology, pads are thinner for ease and 
mobility, while maintaining its superior absorbency through highly 


* absorbent gels evenly distributed throughout every pad. A dry fast 


ees adsense a 


core leaves your skin feeling dry. While curved leg and waist elastic 
features protect against side leaks and back flows. Standing gathers 
provide double insurance against side leaks. And if that isn’t enough, 
our wetness indicator tells you when it's time to change. 


With TENA Adult Diapers, you can live in greater freedom 
and comfort than ever before. 
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THENAIF Madonna and Child reflects the blind faith ofthe 
Filipino that the power of religious cons can perform 
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Far-out 
fantasia 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


UITE prolific, Jason Moss 

does innumerable book il- 

lustrations, editorial car- 
tools; comic strips and paintings 
through his young career. 

He is only in his 20s but already he is hold 
ing his 11th one-man exhibit, "Head Stands," 
15 pieces in watercolor and acrylic on paper, 
until Sept. 27 in Crucible Gallery at the Art- 
walk, 1/4, Bldg. A, SM Megamall, Mandaluy- 
ong City. 

"The exhibits title, says the artist, has refer- 
ences to astrology and relationships. Here, 
restive and chaotic images constitute edgy 
fantasies à la Bosch. 

Look at "St. Fishhead, Patron Saint of Door- 
mats.” This one has a distinctly Boschean air 
aboutit. 

"The portrait of a гей fishhead with blue 
hair and violet tobe may look at first like an- 
other outrageous take on the "Mona Lisa.” 
Moss says the image was actually based on a 
weathervane (note the pivot) from a Flemish 
painting. 

Red stick figures stroll in a green mani- 
cured landscape with a turquoise stream, 
while five tornados spin in the background, 
carrying some human figures along with tele- 
phone poles. Violet cameos of two other fish- 
heads overtiead reveal the whole piece to be 
actually an icon of the Holy Trinity. 

"Values of Beautiful People” is a fantasia of 
pink sky and olive-green ground with а snake 
as big as a drainpipe. In what appears to be а 
garden party, а socialite in a propeller hat, 
ruffed dress and high boots, seated їп а high- 
backed purple chair at a blue table, is talking 
to a topless housemaid with a green bird's 
head, holding a feather duster and a bird- 
cage. 


Private theater 

"The Expense of Spirit" is an equally enig- 
matic tableau of two nudes, а brown slender 
male and a chalky obese female. This piece is 
dominated by red tempered by planes of 
‘ochre, orange, gray and off-white 

‘The woman, in dark shades and bloodied 
stiletto shoes, holding a long cigarette pipe 
that could be a Chinese paintbrush, is sitting 
опа sidewalk with three flat figures (actually 
а child's drawing transferred by the artist to 


his work). The man is holding up a slice of wa- 


| Everyday Pinoy culture . . . 
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tive scenario of the Doomsday fears with a 
take-off from video games littered with 
Hollywood sci-fi sets. Here she digs into 
the smugness of Filipinos who adapted 
themselves to the escapist graphics of 
video games. 

“In her next series, she picks up the re- 
liance of the Filipinos on the wishful invo- 
cations to the protecting spirits of the lowly 
anting-anting (talisman). She suggests 
that the fantasy lies in the relationships of 
shapes and the etched graphics. 

"On the same level of pun, she takes up. 
the pageantry of the Marian icons as a 
ure of succor for various personal needs. 


Jason Moss is only 

in his 20s, 

but already 

he is holding his 11th 
one-man exhibit, 
this time of edgy 
neo-expressionist 
works 


termelon, very red. 

The rest of the pieces are similar edgy neo- 
expressionist works, although Moss may deny 
irand say he is "into Art Brut since 1999 

Tt is Art Brut in the sense of private theater 
(My work has always been autobiographical, 
its an old practice, as what the Masters were 
always doing"), but the style and imagery are 
strongly reminiscent of those of Bosch and the. 
expressionists Max Beckmann, James Ensor, 
José Legaspi, Andres Barrioquinto, even 
Francesco Clemente. 

In fact, Moss acknowledges Filipino expres- 
sionists Danny Dalena and Onib Olmedo аз 
early influences, counting them among his fa- 
vorites along with Barrioquinto, Elmer Bor- 
longan, Ronald Ventura, Fred Esquillo, Kiko 
Bscora, the Surrounded by Water artists, es- 
pecially Louie Cordero. 

A graduate of Fine Arts, major in Adventis- 
ing, from University of Santo Tomas, Moss 
held his first show when he was only 17. 

He was "discovered" by National Artist 
Nick Joaquin, who asked him to illustrate his 
book *Rigal in Saga." To date, he has rendered 
colorful and imaginative illustrations for 
nearly 30 books for children. 

His interest in mythology, literature and re- 
ligion nourished his early works. Now he is in- 
to the human mind, psychie stares, nudes, in- 
tense emotions, Imagine what hell be up to 
when he reaches his 30s. 


“Overall, Téqui's works are a sly and im- 
pudent look into the extravagances of the 
Filipinos’ imagination as a face-off during 
moments of crisis. The so-called resilience 
is, in fact, a lackadaisical attitude and 
cumvention away from realities. 

*.. Ofelia Gelvezón Téqui [is] a sensitive. 
observer of the Filipino spirit." 

Yes, she strikes that chord of collective. 
memory that resonates in all of us Pinoys. 
Her images bring memories and shared val- 
ues back to life, strong reminders for us 
that our heritage is, indeed, unique and 
special, and worth preserving. 


-mail the author at afvillalon@hor- 
mail.com 
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MANILA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 
In praise of an unsubsidized 


orchestra 


By Pablo A. Tariman 
Contributor. 


ЕТЕК that fairly well 
ceived opening concert of 
the Philippine Philharmonic 

Orchestra (PPO) last week, music 
lovers should find time to hear Fil- 
ipino-American cellist Stephen 
Framil play as soloist of the Manila 
Philharmonic Orchestra on Friday, 
Sept. 24, at the Philamlife Theater. 

The conductor is Rodel Colmenar, who 
passed the test in two exciting concerts in 
Manila—Rach 3 with Cecile Licad and the 
San Miguel Philharmonic Orchestra (SM- 
PO) in 2002; and Saint-Sáens No. 2 with Li- 
сай with MPO last year. 

MPO is the same orchestra which accom- 
panied Andrea Bocelli, who broke box-of- 
fice records for classical concerts in Manila 
when a whopping 30,000 people (from the 
elite and the masa) attended his one 
‘evening of artsongs and arias at the Araneta 
Coliseum early this year. 

‘The MPO under Colmenar is a curious 
thing. Unlike the PPO and the SMPO, which 
are subsidized by government and corpo- 
rate funds, respectively, MPO survives by 
the skin of its musical teeth, so to speak. 

Colmenar said it’s only his passion for music 
that keeps the orchestra alive. "When you love 
something you do and you feel that you are 
contributing to improving the quality of life of 
Filipinos, you just cant stop just because times 
are difficult,” said Colmenar, who used to be 
‘withthe wind section ofthe PPO. 

"But we are used to hard times because un- 
like the San Miguel Philharménic or the Philip- 
pine Philharmonic, we thrive without subsidy 
from the government and corporate entities. In 
fact, we have to do a lot of pop music to sup- 
port our season of classical music.” 


Freaks of nature 

Colmenar noted that other countries use 
classical musicians to lure tourists. In Sin- 
gapore, they invite Korea's Sumi Jo and 
USA's Yo Yo Ma to play there and promote 
tourism. "But in our country, classical musi- 
cians are treated like freaks of nature and 
always have to beg for support. That is the 
sad part," 

Jonathan Velasco, a leading choral ёоп- 
ductor, baritone and the only Filipino to sit 


——— 


in the jury of the choral Olympics in Bre- 
men, Germany, will close the MPO season 
with operatic arias. He told the media that 
President Macapagal-Arroyo should stop 
aiming for gold medals in sports and instead 
focus оп the arts. 

“President Arroyo should realize that it's 
in the arts that Filipinos really excel, not 
sports," says Velasco, who started asa mem- 
ber of the Philippine Madrigal Singers, 
which had won golds in various choral 
Olympics in the "805 

A Filipino choir also struck gold in the re- 
cent choral Olympics in Germany. The UST 
Singers has become the toast of Europe in 
the last several years, winning grand prize 
after grand prize in choral festivals. The 
Madz, meanwhile, has recently regained its 
winning form in Spain. Lea Salonga is so far 
the first and only Filipina to win the Топу 
Award in USA and the Laurence Olivier 
Prize in London for a leading role in a 
Broadway and West End musicale. 

“In the last many years, i's only the box- 
ers and crime informants who get millions 
in cash incentives and other remunerations 
їп proper media-covered ceremonies in 
Malacafiang,” said Velasco. 

‘A much sought-after choral specialist in 
Asia, Velasco has been asked to judge in the 
2nd Choral Olympics in Busan, Korea, the 
9th International Choir Competition in Bu- 
dapest, Hungary, the 7th International 
Choir Contest of Flanders-Maasmechelen in 
Belgium and the 35th Tolosa International 
Choral Competition in Tolosa, Spain. 

He criticized the alleged order of Mala- 
cafiang suspending support for all cultural 
activities as part of the government's auster- 
ity program to check the fiscal crisis. 

"Music is part of the way of life of Fil- 
ipinos and to tell them to stop making music 
to save on costs is like telling them to stop 
breathing,” said Velasco, who graduated 
with distinction at the Berliner Kirch- 
musikschule in Germany. 

‘Among the country’s distinguished 
medalists in the art who have put the coun- 
try in the cultural map are Cecile Licad, the 
first woman to win the Leventritt Gold 
Medal in New York (the same medal went to 
Van Cliburn and Gary Graffman); Rowena 
Arrieta, winner of the Jose Iturbi piano 
‘competition in Spain; tenor Otoniel Gonza- 
ga, winner of an international voice compe 
tition in Germany; tenor Noel Velasco, win- 
ner of the Luciano Pavarotti contest in 


Philadelphia; and soprano Andion Fernan- 
dez, winner of a voice competition in Spain 
and Germany with Placido Domingo and 
Jose Carreras on the jury. 

The closest President Arroyo got to the 
music scene was when she scheduled го 
watch a concert of Licad with the Manila 
Philharmonic Orchestra in August last year. 
She cancelled at the last minute after send- 
ing advance presidential guards to the Phil 
amlife Theater. 

1t didn't occur perhaps to the President 
that Licad—described by piano icon Martha 
Argerich of Argentina as the greatest pianist 
of her generation—is the baptismal god- 
daughter of Eva Macapagal, her late mom. 


‘Nofire’ 

The classic quote of the week is from PPO 
conductor Eugene Castillo who said in a 
CcPsponsored arts forum that Filipino 
artists lack “fire.” 

Castillo, who was recently given a Fil 
ipino citizenship (he is an American citi- 
zen), quoted a poem from Robert Frost, 
“From what I've tasted of desire/ I hold with 
those who favor fire.” After which Castillo 
asked, “Where is the fire (of the Filipino 
artis)?" 

Te didnt occur to Castilo that he had been 
given a rare chance before of conducting Licad, 
who had been described by the Chicago Sun 
Times, as “one of the flaming talents that comes 
once or twice in every generation." 

If only for his statement, I am boycotting 
the PPO season. 
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No child's play 


By Amadis Ma, Guerrero 


Contributor 
HERE were rainshowers that Sun- 

[ day afternoon at the Luneta’s 
Concert at the Park. The sparse 
crowd huddled under umbrellas or un- 
der the trees and, along with the people 
seated on both sides of the stage, ustily 
applauded the young marimba player 

He was Thristan "lum Tum" Mendoza, 
14, who was performing with confidence 
and brilliance, and assisted on the piano 
by his teacher, Ruby Salvosa. The compo 
sitions being interpreted were not child's 
play, including Korsakov's “Flight of the 
Bumblebee,” Chopins “Fantasie Im- 
promptu," De Falla's “Ritual Fire Dance" 
and Santiago's "Madaling Атам” 

As an encore, young Mendoza and 
teacher Salvosa played selections from 
"The Phantom of the Opera." 

You may not be aware of it when you 
talkto him (one giveaway is that he does 
not look at you directly), but Tum Tum is 
a special child, meaning an autistic child 
He is also a musical genius who special- 
izes in the marimba, although he can 
play many other instruments. And he is 
good, too, in mathematics. 

Tt tums out that Tum Tum has impres- 
sive credentials to his name. He leamed to 
play the marimba at age five, and since 
then has won numerous national and in- 
ternational awards. He has a CD album 
which has been released intemationally, 
and in 2001 he was invited to perform at 
the John Е Kennedy Center for the Per- 


This young marimba 
player could shame 


the experts 


forming Arts in Washington DC. 

Тит Tum, who is aware of his condi- 
tion, is the eldest of four children born to 
the late Victor Mendoza (president of 
Loyola Memorial Chapels) and to Belin- 
da U. Mendoza, a financial consultant. 
The others are Rainier, Via and Reena, 
and they are ай musically talented. 

Born with perfect pitch, Tum Tum was 
diagnosed to be autistic at the age of 2%. 
“This is a lifetime condition and it was 
devastating,” recalls his mother Belinda. 
"But my husband took it positively. He 
said ‘that's okay, that means we will al- 
‘ways have this baby with us.” 

‘At the Montessori school for children 
with special needs, where Tum Tum first 
studied, the teachers noticed that he did 
not play with his schoolmates and pre- 
ferred to be by himself 

He is now a Grade Eleven (the equiva- 
lent of third-year high school) student at 
the Reedley International School. 

“Academically he's higher than his age, 
academically he is 18 years old,” says the 
‘mother. "But when it comes to socializa- 
tion, he is eight years old. He can be near 
normal, you know. 1 will do eve 
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and leave the rest to God. God has a pur- 

pose for everything. As long as 'm here, 1 
will do everything to help hin 

"Tum Tum returns her love in full mea- 
sure: “I obey her instructions always. 1 

ill do everything to please her" 

"At the Autism Society Philippines, we 
call his condition “differently abled,” 
adds Belinda. 

"He has physical and mental chal- 


FOURTEEN-YEAR-OLD marimba player Thristan "Tum Tum" Mendoza, assisted by mentor Ruby Salvosa on the piano 


lenges,” observes his music teacher 
Salvosa, Tum Тот “Tita Ruby" "Their 
thinking is comparmentalized. If Tm. 
forthe lessons, that'san issue with him. 

She laughs, "Outside of music always 
argue with him. I'm his therapy. There 
are some compositions he does not like 
to play So I explain why this piece is im- 
portant. For example, he did not want to 
play The Phantom of the Opera’ encore, 
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but since we were in public, he obeyed.” 

An encounter up close and personal 
with Tum Tum Mendoza, however brief, 
can bea rewarding experience. He seems 
to have a poise and maturity beyond his 
years (although at one point he started 
running inside the restaurant). And he 
speaks with affecting sincerity: "I want. 
to be an inspiration for other autistic 
children.” 


DLSU Chorale wins Fresh sounds from the PPO 


gold in Hungary 


THE DLSU Chorale best- 
ed 10 other international 
choirs when it won First 
Place in the Folkloric Spe- 


award-winning repertoire includ- 
ей a vibrant rendition of the tra- 
ditional love song "Katakataka," 
and perfectly arranged Idemdem 


Майда and Dumbele, two 
cial Category during the melodies of ethnic origin in the 
Bela Bartok 21st Interna- Philippines. 


To celebrate their victory, De 
La Salle University-Manila host- 
ed a homecoming concert for 


tional Choir Competition 
held in Debrecen, Hun- 


gary. the DLSU Chorale last Sept. 14 
The wéeklong competition at the Don Enrique Yuchengco 
that began July 27 and culminat- Hall 


ed on Aug. 1 showcased the best 
and acclaimed chorales from 
around the world. 

Coming from a series of con- 
certs in the US before the compe- 
tition, DLSU Chorale sang their 
жау to victory in Hungary. Their 


he DLSU Chorale, under the 
baton of Rodolfo Delarmente 
since 1987, have performed in 
Europe and the USA and won var- 
ious first prize awards in local 
and international choir competi- 
tions. 


"DON'T Look Back,” by Akihiko Shiota 


Twilight Samurai’ 
opens Japanese 
film festival 


THE FIRST full-scale period 
film directed by accomplished. 
Japanese director Yoji Yamada, 
“Twilight Samurai" (Tasogare 
Seibei, 2002) will be featured 
in Eiga Sai 2004, the Japanese 
Film Festival. This film was 
nominated forthe Foreign Lan- 
guage Film category at the 
76th Oscar Awards. 

“Twilight Samura?” is a story 
about a low-level samurai fami- 
Jy headed by a widower raising 
two daughters and his mother, 
whos lapsing into senility, The 
lile action in this film shows 
how far Seibei (Hiroyuki Sana- 
da) has drifted from his profes- 
sional prowess. He cams his 
keep as a scribe and an insect 
ттар maker. When he is called on 
to defend the honor of his dan, 
his skill is resurrected although 
his hear is not in it, 


" tional screening on Sept. 29 at 
the Cultural Center ofthe Philip 
pines Litle Theater at 7 p.m. 
Regular screenings will be 
shown at the CCP Dream The- 
ater from Sept. 30-Oct. 3, The 
Podium, Oct. 6, and at the SM 
Megamall, Oc. 

А highlight of the ope: 
ceremony is the screening of 
“Waterboys” (2001). Other films 
to be featured are Akihiko Shio- 
таз “Dont Look Back (Doko- 
mademo Ко, 1999" N- 
sumichi Isomura's "Give Ir All 
(Ganbaue Ikimassyoi, 1998)" 
Ryosuke Hashiguchi's "Hush 
(2001)” and Takashi Yamazakis. 
“Juvenile (2000).” 

Eiga Sai 2004 is sponsored by 
The Japan Foundation-Manila 
in cooperation with the UP Film 
Institute, Cultural Center of the 
Philippines, The Podium and SM 


Preview screenings had been Megamall 
shown at the UP Fim Insünute Admission is free. Cal 
оп Sept. 7-11. The film festival 8116155 от — emnail@j- 
officially reels of with an invia- moorgph 


By Antonio C. Hila = 


Contributor 
UGENE Castillo made his 
much-expected debut at the 

opening concert of the 

Philippine Philharmonic Orches- 

tra's current season as its new mu- 

sic director and principal conduc- 
tor. 

Perhaps because the PPO is under the stew- 
ardship ofa new conductor, the audience was 
extra generous, applauding practically in be- 
tween the four movements of Brahms’ Fourth 
Symphony in utter disregard of the artistic 
norm chat disapproves of such gesture. 

Under Castillo, the PPO sported a fresh 
symphonic sound, with a keen sensitivity to 
ensemble blending. 

їп a previous conversation, the conductor 
mentioned that he intends to introduce 
"new" works meaning works that are rarely 
performed on the local concert stage—i 
First half of each concert program, with the 
last half devored to standard symphonic 
works. 

"The program of this season's opening con- 
cent followed this format. Perhaps as a salute 

countries where his cultural roots lie, 
forks of Filipino and American 
composers: Angel Peña (b.1921) and Samuel 

Barber (1910-1981), to grace the first half of 

the concert, with Brahms’ (1833-1897) Sym- 

phony No. 4 in E minor, Op. 98 comprising 
the last half, 


Eclectic work 
Peña’s Trinity: A Symphonic Cycle (1984), 
which received its world premiere perfc 


mance, was a testament to eclecticism: 
snatches of Prokofieff and Ravel could easily 
һе discerned, investing the work with a uni 
versal character that transcends the Indian 
cultural orientation of the work upon which 
the program is based. 

The work is a compact single movement in 
three parts that follow a schizophrenic dispo- 
sition, combining bi-polar dynamics ex- 
pressed either in slow or fast pacing, prayer- 
fully serene or persuasively celebrative 
moods, and heightened tension or aban- 
doned relaxation. The work exploited the ut- 
‘most in terms of orchestration, which Castillo. 
еу handled, wielding his baton ti 
‘umphantly. 

Afterwards, he properly acknowledged Pe- 
ба, who ascended the stage and received a 
lei. Peña is one of the few remaining senior 
members of the League of Filipino Com- 
posers who still actively composes. One 
hopes this inclusion of a Philippine work in 
the РРОЗ concerts would continue, as it was 
vigorously done in the CCP's early years. 

The works of the American composer, 
Samuel Barber, are seldom heard on the local 
concert stage. The conductor informed the 
audience that the Adagio for Strings was 
the first piece he had ever conducted at 
the CCR 11 years ago. 

Indeed, conducting it again was a 
nostalgic "Coming Home,” which was 
the apt title for this concert. There was 
nostalgia, too, in listening to the silken 
strains of the string section of the PPO 
that throbbed once more with lifet 

Camille Lopez-Molina has gloriously 
transformed her vocal instrument from 
forgewable mezzo to an elegant lyric. Too 
bad, it did not measure up to the spinto de 
mand of the piece. The orchestra practically 
drowned it. But rather than forcing out her 
ined the integrity 


Her voice is perhaps still in transition, 


+ » 


technically speaking. Surely, she has discard- 
ed the “Manila sound,” the forced-out vocal 
orientation that her voice sported while still 
in Manila, in lieu of a more suave cantilena 
that could become full or mature in due time. 

Ttis interesting to note that the late sopra. 
по, Eleanor Steber, for whom Barber com- 
posed Knoxville: Summer of 1915, Op.24, 
started ош as a light soprano, her voice de- 
scribed as “sweet as an angel.” But later, she 
acquired a spinto sheen, her voice becoming 
“sweet but full.” By the time Barber com- 
posed the song, her voice had already the 
weight to evoke the earthy lyricism of Bar- 
ber's music. 

‘To strike a balance between the symphonic 
and vocal sounds—but not compromising the 
artistic standard of expressing the symphonic 
bent of the piece—seemed impossible for 
conductor Castillo to achieve. Diction was in- 
distinct. There is no doubt, however, that in 
due time, Lopez-Molina will become a cele- 
brated lyric soprano. Already, her vocal trans- 
formation isa big accomplishme: 


ig distraction 

Regarding the visual projection that ac- 
companied the performances on the stage, 
‘one can simply say it was a nuisance, with no 
useful impact at all. If the idea was to inte- 
grate the visual and aural arts, notto mention. 
the narrative, the projection was an utter fail- 


Under new conductor 
Eugene Castillo, 

the orchestra sported 
a revivified symphonic 
sound, with a keen 
sensitivity to ensemble 


blending 


MAESTRO Eugene Castillo 
wielding the baton. 


ure. It just materialized, and was a big dis 
traction. The audience’ should have been 
properly apprised about it rather than al 
lowed to do a guessing game. 

"This is also true of the lighting design ef- 
fected on Peña's work. The intention, of 
course, is well-appreciated: that of tearing 
down the disciplinal boundaries of the arts to 
allow integration and achieve a holistic artis- 
tic experience. But this has to be explained, 
however, through the souvenir program, 
properly headed "Musica/Artistc Directors 
Note; as the case may be. 

After intermission, Castillo briskly walked 
toward the podium with his long hair now 
gathered in а ponytail, а stark contrast to his 
almost surreptitious entrance at the start 
through the poorly lighted narrow aisle ofthe 
violin section, 

it was in this magnificent Brahms work 
where the PPO musicians once more showed 
their тее. Castillo succeeded in drawing 
ош the orchestra's luster, all expressed in fine 
ensemble playing with utmost attention to 
tonal balancing, 

From where 1 was seated, on the second 
row, orchestra left, directly in front ofthe vio 
lin section, I cherished the treatment of the 
symphonic idea from one section to the other, 
including passages for solo instruments, with 
ту eyes widely open, looking for the other 
musicians beyond the violin section essaying 
the melodic line—but to no avail. 

Castillo, who conducted sans score, 
breezed through with solid ease. He read 
Brahms with such a consuming passion, ex- 
pressed in incisive gestures and cueing. At 
one point, his right arm hit his glasses, which 
his left arm caught, and smartly slipped into 
his left pocket somewhere in the first move: 
ment; from then on, he conducted without 
the glasses. 

"The second movement was engaging, аз 
the last movement was invigorating. Brahms 
is truly a master of the variation form; listen- 
ing to the variations based on a repeated 
melodie idea, passacaglia, a baroque dance 
form that the composer based his work on, 
was an absolute aural delight. Castillo treat- 
ed the movement with passionate vigor. 
which reached its height in the well-devel: 
oped coda. 

Warm applause burst at the end, and the 
conductor acknowledged some calls. But 

when he started acknowledging the 
principal musicians of each sec 
tion, some, especially in the 
wind section, refused to stand. 
Told myself I would refuse to 
see any PPO concert in the 
future if CCP would seat me 
adjacent to the stage. T 
should mor see things 
which 1 could not bear 
seeing 
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"THEY were greeted with enthusiasm and sent. 
‘off with accolades. Twenty-five young Fil- 
ipino dancers, who proudly wore their ma- 
Toon Ballet Manila jackets, became the dar- 
lings of the recent Aberdeen International 
Youth Festival, which put together some of the. 
best dance, music and theatrical groups from 
AS countries in a much-awaited annual cele- 
bration in Aberdeen, Scotland. 

BM Ballet Master Osias Barroso recounts 
with pride the reaction of Phylia Poh, artistie di- 
rector of the Singapore dance delegation: "Опе 
ook at our dancers during rehearsals and she 
immediately said, They are Vaganova trained!” 
She could tell at first glance because of the skill 
and technique displayed by the company, even 
‘фил rehearsals. Before we left, she went up to 
ugand said: Tam very proud to be an Asian be- 
cãuse you are also Asians and you excel at what 
you do. Today, the whole festival will be talking 
about you. If you continue that kind of dancing 
and discipline, tomorrow the world will talk 
about you.” 

Barroso, who is also the company's princi- 
pal danseur, sat it out in the sidelines in Ab- 
erdeen “simply because т overage!” he says. 
He points out that he and Lisa Macuja- 
Elizalde, BM's artistic director and principal 
ballerina, instead saw the Aberdeen Festival 
as a perfect opportunity to test how the com- 
pany would fare without their highly popular. 
ballet tandem. 

"We were not disappointed," says Barroso. 
“Now, more than ever, we are convinced that 
Ballet Manila сап stand on its own, with or 
without Lisa or myself. The company is 
ready" 

‘An equally elated Macuja-Elizalde agrees. 
“Tm extremely happy because Ballet Manila. 
scored a victory without me,” she says. She 
notes that BM's participation at the Aberdeen 
Festival was very special to her for a purely 
sentimental reason: She danced at the very 
same event at age 14 while а member of 
Dance Theater Philippines 25 years ago. 

Now, as her very own Ballet Manila looks 


LISA Macuj 
Elizalde 
and Maxim 
 Chashchegorov 
аз Solor inthe 
full-length ballet. 
“La Bayadere,’ 
ongoing unti 
Sept. 26 at the 
Aliw Theater, 
Star City 


ya. 


о моло 


official courier of 
Ballet Manila, 
Gerardo 
Francisco, Marian 
Faustino, Osias 
Barroso and 
Susan Macuja 
with the Lord 
Provost (center) 
during the 
reception and 
awarding of 
certificates night 


forward'to celebrating its 10% anniversary in 
February and with at least three generations 
of BM-trained dancers in its professional 
ranks, Macuja-Elizalde is assured that her ef- 
forts are bearing fruit, not just for the compa- 
ny but for the future of Philippine dance. 

‘Accompanying the dancers as tour director 
was Lisa's own mother, Ms Susan Macuja, 
who is lovingly regarded by all as the matri 
arch of the company, looking after all the 
dancers’ documents, allowances, touring 
needs—even merienda after every show or re- 
hearsal. 

Having seen the company grow from—lit- 
егайу—һег own backyard, Ms Macuja has 
nothing but praise for her young wards. "Ev- 
erybody at the festival was commending us 
about the discipline of the group. They prac- 
ticed diligently every morning, whether they 
were performing or not. They were very polite 
and well behaved at all times, and even fol- 
lowed a dress code that made them look very 
smart and neat wherever they went. In fact, 
the head of the Romanian delegation told Os- 
ias and myself how much he wished his own 
dancers could be the same way. Our dancers 
left everyone the impression that Filipinos are 
very disciplined people.” 

Indeed, the hard work and dedication paid 
ой, as Ballet Manila was met with wild ap- 
plause and extended ovations in each of its 
seven performances. 

"We all cried after our very first standing 
ovation,” recalls demi-soloist Sofia Sangco, 

‘who has been with Ballet Manila for seven 
years. “It was the very first time we earned а 
standing ovation for the company without 
Мат Lisa or Sir Shaz. It meant so much 
to us that we can finally make our men- 

tors proud of us by our own effort.” 
Now herself a teacher at the Ballet 
Manila school, Sangeà says that 
what she appreciates most about 
her fellow dancers is their focus 
оп dancing as a group and not 
as individuals. “Nagsasayaw 

Kami as one, hindi kanya- 
anya,” she explain. 

"The rigid training is 

also very valuable 

to us because you 
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Bravo, Ballet Manila! 


BALLET Manila demi-soloist Gerardo 
Francisco proudly carrying the Philippine 
flag during the opening ceremonies of the 
Aberdeen International Youth Festival 2004 
at the Aberdeen Music Hall. 


can see the effect onstage—we move with 
clockwork precision, which the audience and 
critics can easily observe.” 

ВМ newest demi-soloist, Gerardo Francis- 
оо, spent seven years dancing with other pro- 
fessional dance companies before joining the 
company in 2002. A native of lloilo City, he 
has participated in various dance and music 
festivals since age 13 as a member of a folk- 
based theater and dance troupe. Imagine his 
surprise when, upon arrival at Aberdeen, he 
saw huge posters of himself in mid-air from 
the ballet, “Agila,” hoisted along the streets 
leading to the festival site! 

“Dancing with Ballet Manila has chal- 
lenged me to top myself from day to day” he 
says. The responsibility is greater in а big fes- 
tival like this; especialy since you are repre- 
senting the whole country. We cant afford to 
relax... we're always motivated to do our very 
Dest at all times." 

Ballet Manila's season production of “La 
Bayadere” is ongoing at the Aliw Theater at 
Star City ший Sept. 26. Is another chance for 
the ballet company to shine and show their 
countrymen the kind of dance magic that has 
brought them honor and acclaim abroad. 

Call 4043086, 5255967 or 5251584. 
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traditional dances, in the Spanish cultural festival “Fiesta!”. 


Beyond flamenco 


AUKERAN, a Spanish modem 
dance group, will be one of the 
main attractions during this 
‘October's “Fiesta: Spanish Fes- 
tival for Culture and the Art,” 
organized annually by Institu- 
to Cervantes. 

For centuries, flamenco was 
typified and branded as The 


cional de Danza, Víctor Ullate, 
Cesc Gelabert, Chevy Muraday, 
Losdedae (who graced “Fies- 
tal” in 2002) and Aukeran. 
Aukeran, formed in 1997, 
has performed widely in Spain 
and France. The group special- 
izes in traditional dances and 
combines them with modern 


Spanish Dance, as if it was the forms. 
only dance genre that existed Еби Muruamendiaraz, its 
in this Mediterranean country. founder director and one of its 


Yet its cultural dance variety is 
as wide as its gastronomy, as 
‘each region has at least two or 
three traditional dances. 

For this reason, Instituto 
Cervantes, the Spanish Cultur- 
al Center, is bringing to Manila 
Aukeran, а contemporary 
dance company from the 
Basque region. 

“Нега! now on its fourth 
year, has already gained a те- 
markable significance in the 
cultural arena of Manila,” said 
Javier Galván, director of Insti 
tuto Cervantes. 

"Every year, we ty to give 
the Filipinos a wide array of 
Spanish cultural elements. As 
in the dance category, we feel 
that this year, we should break 
away from the stereotypes and 
invite to the country a contem- 
porary dance group of great 
prestige and innovative capaci- 
ty. And definitely, Aukeran 
the group we're talking about.” 

In fact, Spain now counts on 
other big names in contempo- 
rary dance that are interna- 
tionally popular such as Nacho 
Duato and his Compañía Na- 


10 dancers, said the job is not 
easy: "Contemporary dance is 
normally based on multiple 
body movements. The Basque 
traditional dances, on the oth- 
er hand, only requires foot- 
work, with the body torso kept 
erect. Hence, the fusion of the 
two requires a lot of dedica- 
tion. The choreography must 
be designed ingeniously.” 

Оп Oct. 9, at the CCP Main 
Theater, Aukeran will be pre- 
senting “everything that has а 
name exists" (Todo lo que tiene 
nombre existe), a very rhyth- 
тїс modern dance inspired by 
ancestral mythologies. 

Aside from the 10 dancers, 
the musicians and their varied 
instruments will also Бе on 
stage. The company boasts of. 
being one of the very few 
dance groups who perform 
regularly with live music. 

Another highlight is the 
amazing light display that per- 
fectly captures the body move- 
ments and intense footwork of 
thedancers. 

Call 5261482 to 85 or visit 
hp://manila.cervantes.es 


The End To Your ACne Problems 


WITHOUT THE PILLS, PAIN OR PRICKING X 


BEFORE 


А. is a social drawback for people 
who Suffer from it, women especially. It 
makes them feel self-conscious and insecure 

| about their appearance. Even the best 
makeup in the world cannot hide unsightly, 


bumpy pimples. But 
now, people need 
not suffer any longer 
because there is 
already an easy and 
effective solution. 


Facial Care Centre, 
the leading skincare 
professionals who 
have pioneered 
technological 
breakthroughs to 
help you achieve 
that much-coveted 
beautiful-looking 
skin, now introduces, 
LightCure Acne 
Therapy ~ the new 
anti-acne treatment 
that brings fast, safe 


skin minus the pills, 
pain and pricking 


FDA-approved, 
LightCure Acne 
Therapy is 
scientifically proven to treat acne 3x faster 
than other methods. While old, traditional 
acne methods require painful injections or 
oral & topical medications to diminish acne 
formation, LightCure carefully selects the 
most accurate and effective wavelength of 


relief to pimple-prone ` 


UV-free light for acne treatment. Safe and 
effective for all skin types, it decreases 
skin inflammation and has a long-lasting 
preventive effect without pigmentary changes 
and scarring 


Here's how it works: when p.acnes 

(propionibacterium acnes) bacteria 
proliferates, it causes infection and 
inflammation of acne lesions. LightCure 
covers the entire face with a bright pure Мас 
light, which penetrates the skin safely and 
accurately, and selectively destroys р. acnes 
bacteria without causing harm to surrounding 
tissues. This will result to a decrease in 
inflammation and p.acnes bacteria — thus, 
a clearer, smoother face. Other additional 
benefits are its photorejuvenation and anti- 
ageing effects: enhancement of blood and 
lymphatic circulation, as well as reduction 
of free radicals stress in ageing skin. 


LightCure clearly makes the 
difference. Within only a month of treatment, 
it brings dramatic improvement to pimple- 
ridden or acne-tormented skin, without 
aftereffects. The treatment is simple, 
painless and has been proven very effective. 
Clients can sit or lie comfortably and listen 
to relaxing music, while undergoing 
treatment. It is endorsed and used by 
leading skin care clinics across five 
continents, demonstrating long-lasting 
success. LightCure have gained worldwide 


recognition and has become one of the 
most favorite beauty secrets of celebrities 
and models in the international scene. 


LightCure is indeed the most 
advanced anti-acne treatment available 
today. So, if you are tired of seeing 
pimples on your face after trying old, 
ineffective methods, inquire with the 
Facial Care Centre professionals now 
about their LightCure Acne Therapy. Сай 
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